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1854. 



THE aATESHEAD TOWN-COUNCIL. 

MATOB. COUNCILLORS. fHewitt, James 

^-Haggle, David fAIlhasen, Chris. fHodgson, B. W. 
ALDBRiiEN. fRrinton, George Hunter, George 
tCummins, T. tOook. William fHymers, J. A. 

Hawks, George Crawshay, E. flonn, F. P. 

Lister, John Douglas, WUIlam fP&tterson, G. 

Pearson, C. J. Garbutt, C. Skelton, John 

i*Rob8on, Joseph +Gray, Alex. Geo. fVickers, John 
fSmith, James Hasgie. Peter IfWilson, James 

ttr Those marked (f) were present 

TowKHALL, Wednesday, Januast 11. — An ad- 
journed quarterly meeting was held to-day, and was 
protracted from 2 o'clock until nearly 7. We can 
give but an outline of the proceedings. 

After some rate appeals had been disposed of, the 
Mayor, to fulfil a pressing engagement elsewhere, 
quitted his seat, and Mr. Aid. Smith was appointed 
to preside in his room. 

The Watch Committee made a report, mostly 
routine. It referred, however, to the extraordinary 
conduct of three peccant policemen, one «f whom hacl 
been dismissed. A watoh rato, ot the same amount 
as before, was ordered to be laid. ' 

Communications fi'om Wakefield and Portsmouth 
were read on the subject of the parliamentary report 
recommending a consolidation of the borough and 
county police ; and a petition to parliament against the 
recommendation, moved by Mr. Allhusbit, seconded 
by Mr. Aid. Cummins and Mr. Hymebs, and sup- 
ported by Mr. Hodgson and others, was adopted. 

The Baths and Washhouses Committee reported that, 
ffood bricks of the kind named in the specifications 
being unobtainable, the contractor, Mr. Alexander, 
had ofiered, for ^£40 extra, to make the front of stone, 
and his offer had been accepted. 

Mr. Cook and Mr. Qray considered the proceeding 
very irregular, being unsanctioned by tiie Council. 

Mr. Allhusen moved that it be now confirmed by 
the adoption of the report. 

% Seconded by Mr. Hyxsbs, who said the Committee 
(comprising Aldermen Listei and Pearson) wero as- 
tonished that the contractor proposed to substitute 
stone at so moderate an addition to the cost. 

Mr. HoDQBON supported the motion. He thought 
the Committee had shown good sense and good ta^. 

Mr. Hall (Town Surveyor), being called upon, said 
he could not sanction such bricks as were obtainable ; 
and the contractor having made a tempting offer, it 
vnA accepted by the Committee. 



Mr. Qray said, Mr. Alexander had contracted to 
build the firont with the bricks specified, and diould 
have been held to his engagement. 

Mr. (3ooK referred to a newspaper-paragraph on the 
subject, which spoke of the alteration as calculated to 
vitiate the whole contract. The contractor, as Mr. 
Gray observed, should have been compelled to fulfil 
his baigaim even though he had to go to Jericho lor 
bricks. (Laughter.) J40 might be viewed as a 
trifling sum ; out it was not so, when they were 
obliged, as during the present sitting, to excuse the 
payment of rates on the score of poverty. The smaller 
ratepayers could not afford the slightest increase of 
their burdens. 

Mr. Hodgson inquired of the Town Clerk if the 
contract were vitiated, as had been suggested ? 

The Town Clbbk : ^ot at alL 

Mr. Hodgson thought the Committee had made a 
capital bargain, in getting a stone front instead of a 
brick one at so small an advance. 

Mr. Allhusen concurred. The Committee had 
taken upon themselves the responsibility of the altera- 
tion witn the best intentions, and deserved the thanks 
and support of the Council. 

Mr. Gray said, he had no desire to cast reflections 
on the Committee. They had acted for the best, but 
the proceeding was unconstitutionaL Committees 
should keep within their powers. The &ct^ he 
believed, was, that an opportunity ofiered itself of 
mddng the building ornamental, and the temptation 
was not resisted. jt40 was a small sum. It must be 
heme in mind, however, that the prospect was before 
them of a considerable increase of tlieir local burdens. 
It was generally believed that extensive powers would 
be given to the General Board of Health (so we under- 
stooid Mr. Gray to say^ to enforoe sanitary improve- 
ments upon the tovms m the North, and Gateshead in 
particular, which could not be effected but at great 
cost. 

The motion was put and carried, Mr. Cook holding 
up his hand in the negative. 

The Parliamentary, Railway, and Byelaw Com- 
mittee submitted a draft of byelaws for the regulation 
of hackney-carriages in Gateshead ; which draft, after 
considerable discussion, was ordered to lie upon the 
teble for inspection by the burgesses, and to be taken 
into consideration at the quarterly meeting in 
February. 

Mr. Aid. RoBSON presented a report from the Publie 
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Health Committee, comprifling a report from the 
Town Surveyor. We give a digest. 

1. The Oommittee referred to the visit of the Cholera 
Oommlflsioners, (the particulars of which have already been 
brought under the notice of our readers). The Committee, 
aa desired by the Commissioners, had prepared a list of 
witnesses (given in the report); and whosoever pleased 
might also offer himself for examination. 

2. The (X>mmittee had instructed Mr. Hall to call upon 
)Sr, Green, architect, who was said to have a plan of Gates- 
head in his possession, prepared for some railway project, 
and ascertain how &r a copy of it would be of service towards 
a regular survey of the town. 

3. Mr. Rochester, of Whalton, had consented to accept 4^ 
per cent (in lieu of 5) as interest on his loan of £2,000. 
(The agreement of May 3, 1849, showed that the loan '* might 
bo repaid by instalments of £500 each, on six months' 
notice," but *' without prejudice" to Mr. Rochester's "right 
to require payment of the whole sum due, at any time, on his 
giving six months' notice.") 

4. The Surveyor recommended that, the ordinary notice 
having expired, the remedy for the Charles-street open 
sewer be applied by the Council at the cost of the owners ; that 
the houses in the town be numbered with raised iron figures, 
the even numbers being placed on the right hand side of the 
street, and the odd on. the left ; that, having discovered the 
buried remains of the boundary wall at the N.B. corner of 
Oakwellgate, it be rebuilt, to correct the encroachment ot 
the railway company ; that the public manure depot be re- 
moved ^m Oakwellgate-Iane to the north side of Park- 
lane, east of Backfleld House, there to be connected by a 
branch siding with the railway ; that, in lieu 4)f the present 
defective and inefficient arrangement, the entire respotui- 
hiUti^ of the removal ofcUl r^uee tohtOsoever, within the paved 
footway district, arid the acavenage of cUl streets (including 
turnpike roads), be undertaken by the CowncU^ as indispen- 
sable to the proper cleansing of the town; that Hillgate and 
Fipewellgate be repaved in the spring, and the alleys lead- 
ing to the river flagged ; and that notices be served upon 
the owners and occupiers of property on the line of road 
from Hillgate to the Gateshead ironworks, with a view to its 
being put into a state of proper repair. 

5. The Committee recommended the transference of the 
manure depot. 

6. The views of the Surveyor as to the removal ot ashes 
and excrementitious matters contained in ashpits, and for 
the sewerage of roads, streets, and lanes, the Committee 
recommended to the serious consideration of the Council. 

7. Approving Mr. Hall's recommendation as to additional 
lamps (in Easton-court, at the east end of Hillgate, and the 
tc^of Bridge-BtreetX the Committee suggested that the at- 
tention of the gas company should be called to the insuffi- 
cient manner in which the public lamps were lighted. 

8. The Committee recommended that the paving of Pipe- 
wel^ate (but not of Hillgate) be renewed this year. The 
repair of the South Shore road to be deferred. 

9. The Smrveyor's plan for carrying an extra story over 
Mr. Schorey*B kitchen and offices, to give increased accom- 
modation at the Towahall, at a cost of £155, to be (with the 
sanction of the Council) adopted. 

10. Sewer near Mr. Wilson's skinnery, Hillgate, to be ex- 
tended to the Churchwardens* property adjoinmg; and 
Churchwardens to be obliged to make proper conveniences, 
and drain into the sewer. 

11. Accounts to be paid and rates to be sealed. 

The report having been received, its clauses were 
taken consecutively. 

It was resolved that Mr. Boehester's ofier be ac- 
cepted ; and, on the moti<»i of Mr. (yOOK, that when 
next tne interest was paid, all the monies hitherto 
paid by the Oouncil as income tax, in respect of this 
portion of the lender's revenue, be deducted. 

As to Mr. Hall's cleansing 8ugg:e8tions, Mr. Aid. 
RoBSoir said, if they could be carried out, no more 
effectual means of securine the desired object could be 
adopted, and, when in full operation, the plans would 
cci¥er all the expenses incuired* 



Mr. Hall was instructed to report further at t 
next meeting. 

Mr. Hymers inquired, in i*eference to the proposal 
to repair Pipewellgate, if there was a sewer in the 
street ? 

Mr. Hall : No. 

Mr. Htmejeis thought, as a sewer, sooner or later, 
must be constructed, it would be a pity to repave the 
street just now ; and, after a short discussion, the re- 
commendation contained in the report was negatived. 

In reply to Mr. Oook, Mr. Hall stated, that when 
improvements were made, at the cost of ownera of 
property, under his superintendence, the net outlay 
was alone charged. His own time and skill were not 
taken into account. 

It fui-ther appeared, that for the collection of the 
quotas of the respective ownere, Mr. Fairs received a 
commission of 24 per cent. 

Mr. OooK thought the arrangement a most improvi- 
dent one. It was surely enough that the ownera of 
propei-ty got the benefit of Mr. Hall's time and 
ability gratis— Xh^y should be made to pay their pro- 
portions of the cost to the Ti-easurer, or the Treasurer 
(not Mr. Fairs) should collect them. 

Mr. Hewitt thought, if any charge were made, the 
2i per cent, should be charged to the ownei-s. 

The public, it was stated, derived great benefit fi^om 
the services of Mr. Fairs, there being very little arrears, 
owing to his admirable collection of rates, &c. 

Mr. Allhusejc brought forward his motion that 
Mr. Hall be instmcted to prepare plans of a public 
quay at Hillgate, for the loading and unloading of 
vessels. Such a project, he said, would have been 
premature twenty years ago, when Gateshead was so 
unflatteringly alluded to in parliament; but, since 
that time, it had very nearly doubled its population. 
He there&re thought the time had come when hia 
proposal ought to be considered. There were various 
grounds on which it might be recommended for adop- 
tion. The Tyne Commissionei-s would probably, 
at an early day, decide upon the adoption of the- 
river lines and other improvements, which would, 
in his opinion, involve the removal of Tyne Bridge 
alongside of the High Level Bridge ; for as long as 
the old bridge remained on its present site, there 
could be no proper flow of the tide ; and if it were 
removed, the whole of the property from Bridge-streot 
to the High Level must be taken down. There were 
also docks in progress of construction and in con- 
templation, which, when completed, would materially 
improve the trade of the Tyne, and Gateshead 
should place herself in a position to enjoy a &ir 
share of the increase. On sanitary grounds, too, 
his proposal was entitled to consideration, as the town 
could never be called healthy until Hillgate and 
PipeweUgate were swept away. There was no reason 
why Gateshead should not make progress in ti'ade 
and commerce equally with Newcastle. He was of 
opinion that a good quay on this side of the water 
would benefit both places. The value of property in 
Gateshead would be enhanced— its rental increased* 
The imnrovement would defiray its own cost. Some- 
thing like 16^000 square yards of ground would bfr 
acquired. To do justice to the undertaking, he would 
reccynmend the pulling down of Hillgate. Unless 
evezv building were removed in the first place, it 
would be impossible to complete the improvement in 
a satisfiictorv manner; but if that course were- 
adopted, 25 buildings of a first-rate character might 
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fonn the fix>ntage, and a quay of 100 feet in width 
would- remain, wlulst Newcastle auay averaged but 
from 50 to 60 teet. If the old bridge were removed, 
it was likely that they would have as good water at 
Gateshead as there was at Newcastle. With regard 
to the cost, he would make the following observations. 
He estimated that ^£40,000 would be required to 
purchase the buildings, and, that the erection of the 
new frontage would amount to £37,500, making in 
all .£77,500. He considered that each of the houses — 
which would be 40 feet front by 60 feet deep— would 
produce a rental of <£175, or, altogether, £4,375 per 
annum, or 5 per cent, on the entire cost. The under- 
taking, therefore, would pay itself. He believed he 
was very moderate in estimating the annual value of 
each house, as single rooms, barely half the size of that 
councU-cliamber, were let at £50 per year on New- 
castle ^quay. The gain to. Gateshead would be the 
improvement of the whole property ot the town. 
Instead of being one of the dirtiest and most un- 
wholesome places in the kingdom, its character would 
he totally clianged. A locality disgraceful to civilized 
society would be removed from the foce of the 
earth. This desirable consummation would be 
achieved by carrying out what he believed to be a 
good pecuniary speculation ; but even if there should 
be a sacritlce of £20,000, where would be the 
difficuUv of raisinfc the money? Parliament would 
give power to borrow mone> on security of the 
rates, the loan to be repaid by instalments. The 
rateable . value of the property of Gateshead ' was 
now £45,000 ; and by tne proposed improvement it 
would iJbe greatly increased — probably doubled ; so 
that 24 per cent, on the rates would meet the sacrifice. 
He hoped that his resolution, which, for the 
present, would simply entail a little additional labour 
on their excellent Surveyor, would be adopted by the 
Council. 

Mr. GsAT suggested- one or two verbal amendments : 
which being a^ieded to by Mr. Allliusen, he seconded 
the motion. 

Mr. Allhuseit begged to be allowed to supply an 
omiBnon in iiis case. Pipewellgate, he saia,* being 
remored (as, no doubt, it must be), the Gateshead 
quay would be connected with a trunk ndlway on 
both sides — ^with the Newcastle and Carlisle, and the 
York, Newcastle, and Berwick — an advantage pos- 
sessed by few other ^uays in the kingdom. 

Mr. Hbwitt said, d Gateshead stood on a &ir foot- 
ing, the project might be a promising one. But New- 
caistla, it must be borne in mind, was entitled to two- 
thirds, of any quay-dues that might be levied in 
Gateshead ; and if parliament were to be applied to 
for the removal of this unneighbourly arrangement, 
Kewoastle, judpng by the past, womd make a des- 
perate fight for its retention. He looked upon t^s 
obstacle as fiital to the scheme. 

Mr. AliiHuben said, there was every reason to 
anticipate that ^uay ana other dues on the l^yne would 
shortlv be abolished. There was every likelihood 
that the Shipping Dues Commissioners would re|K>rt 
in favour of such an abolition, and of the substitution 
of one consolidated due ; and it was not expected that 
the Corporation of Newcastle would resist tne change. 

Mr. Hall stated, in reply to Mr. Hewitt, that all 
his time was now occupied by the map of the eastern 
district, and the Cholera Commissioners had cat out 
at least a fortnight's work for him ; but when he had 



got through those engagements, he could prepare 
plans and estimates ot the proposed quay. 

Mr. Hewitt : Will that meet your view, Mr. All- 
husen ? 

Mr. Allhuseit : Oh, certainly. 

The motion was put and carried. 

Mr. Cook called attention to the main sewer in 
High-street, which had been constructed some four 
years ago at gi'eat cost, and yet not a tithe— he might 
say a firtieth — of the houses on each side were con- 
nected with it by drains. They were now preparing 
for another main drain on the east side of tlie town, 
and they were building baths and washhouses, while 
this great public work was lying comparatively idle. 
Surely they should make use ot so costly a gutter, 
now that it was made ; and he would move that the 
Public Health Committee be requested to give it their 
attention, with a view to compelling owners and occu- 
piers to use it for the purposes lor which it was con- 
structed. 

Mr. Hewitt seconded the motion, and it was 
carried. 

Some other business was transacted, and the meeting 
came to a cldse. 

♦ — • 

GATESHEAD POOR LAW UNION. 

Board Room, Jan. 10. —Present :— The Chairman 
and Vice-chairman; H. Hurst, Esq., Poor Law In- 
spector; G. H. Ramsay and Joseph Bobaon, Esqrs. ; 
and Messi-s. Brinton, Bagnall, Cook, Fawcett, lonn, 
Muri-ay, and Tomlin. 

Mr. Cook (for the Clerk) i-ead the minutes, and 
bi-ou«?ht the usual i-outine business before the meeting. 
The accounts showed the arreara of poor rate due from 
the sevei-al parishes, &c., to be — 



Hewortii £225 

Chopwell 17 10 

Crawcrook 16 5 

Ryton 35 

Total aireai-s, £845 5s. 
Treasurer, £415 lis. 8d. 



RyionWoodside...£60 

Stella 25 

VVhickham 263 10 

Winlaton 203 

Bijfilance in the hands of the 

^^^ Cheques to be issued this 

day, £360 i8.'2d.Vreducinff the balance to £55 10s, 6d. 
Number of inmates in the workhouse at the com- 
mencement of the past fortnight, 177 ; at its close, 
171 ; at the con-esponding period of 1853, 194. Num- 
ber of pei-sons receiving outdoor relief in the first week 
of the fortnight, 2,343 :— second week, 2,321. ReUel 
in kind, £23 7s. lOd. :— in money, £258 13a. 6d. 

A letter was read fit)m Mr. Atlee, late of the Gates- 
head Dispensary, applying for remuneietiott for eadtea 
services during the epidemic. Also, a letter fi-om Mr. 
P. S. Brown, of Winlaton, renewing his applicaUon 
for £11 for sei^ices on ihe same occasion. Tha 
Guai-dians declined compliance in each instance. 

Mr. MtJBBAi stated, that he was not awaie, when 
he moved the payment of £100 to Mr. CounseUor, 
in lien of his bill, that it included £22 lis.. 7d. due to 
an assistant, Mr. Banbui-y. The Heworth Committee 
authorized the employment of assistants, and said they 
would be paid. Under these eii-cumstances, he would 
ffive notice of a motion that the sum of £22 lis. 7d. 
be paid, in addition to the £100. 

A communication was read fi'om Mr. G. D. Trotter, 
Coun^ Treasurer, calling for the payment, by January 
11, of polioe-iate and county-rate, amonntii]^ to £556 
156. Oid. 

Mr. Raxbat observed, that the county-zate, this 
year, amounted only to twopence in the pound, or 
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about one-half what it was a few years ago. It would 
not be easy to go much lower. 

A letter was read from the Poor Law Board, inti- 
mating that a quarterly report ought to be made, by 
the medical officer, on the lunatic inmates of the 
workhouse.— Mr. Cook stated that he had paid atten- 
tion to the communication, and supplied Mr. Wilson 
with the requisite foims. 

A letter was read from the Chairman of the Cholera 
Commission, of which the following is a copy : — 

CHOLERA INQUIBT COMMISSION. 

36, Oxford-terrace, Hyde Park, London, 
January 7, 1854. 
Sir, — On behalf of myself and ray fellow-commissioners, I 
beg to request that you will forthwith direct the Assistant- 
Overseers or other competent officers of each parish or 
district of Gateshead, to prepare from the books a correct 
statement of~ 

1. The number of houses in each parish or district occu- 

pied by single families. 

2. The number of houses let in tenements. 

3. The number of seperate tenements in tenemented 

houses, distinguishing the number of such tenements 
which consist of but a mngle room, or two or more 
rooms. 
Mao, a statement of the expenses incurred by the whole 

union of Gateshead during the months of September and 

October, 1853— 

1. For attending the sick : — viz , expenses of extra medi- 

cal attendants or services, of nurses, drugs» dispen- 
saries, houses of refuge, or temporary hospitals. 

2. For burying the dead— specifying the number of burials 

performed. 
2. Of the number of widows, orphans, aged, or others, 
who thereby became chargeable to the union. 

4 . Of the weekly expenses which have since been Incurred 

for the maintenance of these people, so far as yon 

can discover or estimate the same. 
Farther, a statement of the expenses incurred for the 
removal of nuisances, cleansing, limewashlng, and other 
sanitary works, during the said months of September and 
October, 1853 ; as also of the average annual expenditure, 
for similar sanitary purposes during the last seven years. 

Finally, If, owing to the peculiar relations of the Board of 
Guardians and of tho Local Board of Health, any of the 
information above requested should not be obtainable by 
the officers under the control of the Board of Guardians, 
or without the cooperation of the officers of the Local Board 
of Health, I have to i*equest that, in that case, you will be 
good enough to put yourself in communication with the 
Clerk to the Local Board of Health, or otherwise use your 
utmost endeavours to obtain, as so. >n as possible, the infor- 
mation in question, which will be absolutely necessary to 
enable the GommissionerB to proceed effectually in the 
purposes of their inquiry 

I have the honour to remain, 

Tour obedient Servant, 

J. BU,RNLET HCME. 

Robert Foreman, Esq., Clerk, ftc. 

On Uie motion of Mr. Ionn, seconded hy Mr. Bao- 
VALL, it was resolved that, as &r as possible, the in- 
formation sought by Mr. Hume be supplied. 

Mr. H1TB8T9 referrinff to the smallness of the balance 
in the Treasurer's hands, and the largeness of the call 
from the County Treasurer, urged upon the Board the 
propriety of requiring prompt payment from the 
seyeral parishes, &c., of the umon, and read the law 
on the subject. 

After some discussion, it was resolved, on the 
motion of Mr. Aid. Robsok, seconded by Mr. Brin- 
TON, that the Olerk be instructed to give notice that 
unless the arrears due were paid within a week, sum* 
mouses would be taken out to enforce payment. 

Mr. HuBST called attention to the Clerkship. If, 
he said, the illnefc of the Clerk was merely tempo* 



rary, the present arrangement was a veiy proper onei 
ana what was being done by the gentleman on his 
right was perfectly unobj ectionable. He would be the 
last man to interfere in a case of simply temporary 
indisposition. He was afraid, however, that the 
Clerk's illness was not temporary ; and if so, the ar* 
rangement was irregular. He would not call upon 
the Guardians to take any step at the present meet' 
ing ; he had no wish to prers the Board to call upon 
the Clerk for an immediate resignation ; but should it 
be found, after the lapse of a month or six weeks, 
' that his illness was more than temporary, he thought 
they should call upon him to resign, that a successor 
might be appointed in his room, and the duties of so 
responsible an office be discharged in person. 

Mr. Ramsay said, he believed Mr. Foreman still 
discharged the duties of his office, with the exception 
of attending the meetings of the Board. A little ner- 
vousness kept him away. 

Mr. Cook said, Mr. Bamsay was quite coireet. 
Early in September Mr. Foreman was seized with 
partial paralysis. It was expetted that his health 
would shortly be restored, and, to some extent, it was 
so. But he was still not sufficiently well to bear at- 
tendance on the Board. He was, however, under- 
going a course of treatment under the care of an 
eminent medical man ; and he hoped that the result 
would be favourable. Should it prove otherwise, the 
Clerk would not claim an extension of the indulgence 
of the Guardians, but would place his resignation in 
their 'hands within the period mention^ by Mr. 
Hurst. 

Mr. Ramsat inquired if there was any retiring 
allowance ? 

Mr. HuBST replied in the negative. 

Mr. Fawcett said, he had no desire to complain of 
the Clerk's deputy, but it was desirable that their 
proceedings should be regular. He believed that the 
Vice- Chairman, under existing circumstances, should 
first be called upon to perform the duties ; and if he 
declined, that then the Board should make choice of 
some other Guardian. Mr. Cook was appointed, not 
by the Board, but by Mr. Foreman himself. It would 
be better, if the Vice-Chairman declined to act. that 
the Guardisns, for the sake of regularity, should ap- 
point Mr. Cook or some other member of the Board. 

Mr. Ramsay said the Board had tacitly accepted 
Mr. Cook's services, and thus approved his appoint- 
ment. 

M. RoBsoN thought, after the intimation made by 
ISIr. Cook, the matter might have rested where it was. 
He would move, however, that Mr. Cook be appointed 
as Mr. Foreman's deputy. 

Mr. ToMLiN seconded the motion. 

Mr. HuBST said, Mr. Fawcett was not quite rifht. 
The Vice Chairman, although first named, had no 
preference. Either he could serve, or the Board, if 
they preferred it, could name some other Guardian. 

The motion was put and carried. 

Mr. HuBST suggested to Mr. Cook that he should 
now report his appointment to the Board in London. 
Mr. Cook said he would do so. 

Mr. Cook said, there was a subject which he felt 
called upon to bring under the notice of the Board, 
although he did so with great pain. On looking over 
the accounts, he found that payments had been made 
to membei's of that Board for goods supplied to the 
union. He did not refer to cholera charges. He was 
of opinion that, in such an emergen<7 as the late 
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epidemic, it was a wise, judicious, and allowable step to 
make use, as medical depdts, of the shops of chemist 
and druggists, even altliough they were Guardians. 
But there were accoun:s sent in, having no con- 
nection with cholera, by Mr. Fawcett and Mr. Monro, 
members of the Board, for goods supplied to the work- 
house. He would ask Mr. Hurst whether or not this 
was legal. In his opinion it was contrary to law, and 
savoured, also, of bad taste. Mr. Main, the work- 
house master, had remind^ him (Mr. Cook) that he 
himself had signed one of the orders. Mr. Main was 
correct. He (Mr. Cook) was not aware, when he did 
so, as a matter of routine, that the order was for a 
Guardian, or he would not have given his signature. 
Mr. Main said, as to Mr. Fawcett, he was not to 
blame. Mr. Fawcett had applied to him for orders, 
saying it was very hard it he was to be debarred from 
supplying goods ; and he (Mr. M.) said he had no ob- 
jection if Mr. Foreman were willing. It was true, the 
amount was not large — only £Z Is. 9d. ; but he ob- 
jected to such transactions on principle. A Guardian 
should not place himself in the position of givinp^ him- 
self orders for goods, and perhaps signing his own 
cheques. 

Mr. Fawobtt said, before Mr. Hurst replied, he 
wished to say one or t^o words. He was aware that 
no Guardian could contract to supply the union with 
goods. He had thought, however, that a Guardian 
oould supply such trifling matters as oils, black lead, 
&c., not usually contracted for ; and he was still 
of opinion that such transactions were not pro- 
hibited. He would not dispute with Mr. (jook 
on questions of taste: he might possibly be less 
fig^idious than Mr. Cook ; but if it were lawful in him 
to supply the workhouse with small articles, he saw 
not why he should be precluded from doing so, 
becanse he gave his time to the service of the public. 

Mr. Hurst referred to the statutes of George and 
William, which, he said, placed il beyond the shadow 
of a shade of a doubt that no Guardian could legally 
supply goods in the manner in question. He could 
neither supply by contract or otherwise, but was Uable 
for so doing to a penalty of jClOO, recoverable by any 
person who chose to sue. 

Mr. Fawcett said, if he had been aware that such 
was the law, he would assuredly not have supplied the 
workhouse with any article, however trifling. 

Mr. Ramsat said, the amount was so small it could 
be no object to Mr. Fawcett, but it was desirable that 
they should be regular in their proceedings. 

Mr. Hurst : Just so. The Guardians must adhere 
to the law. A Guardian must not be both buyer and 
seller at the same time. 

Two or three matters in connection with the work- 
house were enforced upon the consideration of the 
Board hy Mr. Hurst, and in particular the perform- 
ance for the giijs of the same service that had 
been rendered to the boys (in the building of a new 
ward) — of which, we believe, the Guardians have not 
been unmindful. 

The day being far advanced, the consideration of 
the circular of the Manchester Conference of Poor Law 
Guardians was deferred to the next meeting, and the 
Board proceeded to the relief of the poor. 

«— . — — 

Shave ! Shave ! Shave !— The comforts of a clean 
Shave are most fully realized by using the Almond 
shaving Paste, sold by John Fawcett, chemist, High- 
•treet, Gateshead. 



THE COAL TRADE. 
Newcastle, Jan. 18. — The large fleet of coal- 
laden vessels wliich had been accumulating in the 
northern ports during the recent bad weather, have 
nearly all put to bea. We havft had two heavy sea 
tides during the past 24 hours, and next tide will 
about clear the harbour. The vessels that were blown 
down to Lcith-roads are also getting up. Several 
laden vessels passed Shields bar yesterday from the 
north for London. These vessels were Newcastle col- 
liers. Coal freights on Newcastle quay are 13s. per 
ton to London. If they only could procure coals and 
decent jiassac^es, there are an immense number of 
vessels in th& tmde. In former times, about this 
season of the year, a considerable quantity of tonnage 
employed in the American and Baltic trades during 
the summer months was laid up in the harbours on 
the north-east coast ; but now, on account of the high 
i-ate of freight?, they are all in emplovment. The 
losses occasioned by the late gale will fall heavily upon 
the underwritera, thougfh vessels belonging to southern 
ports have suftcred more in propoi-tion than northcoun- 
try colliers. A considerable proportion ot those 
wrecked at the mouth of the Tyne were strange ves- 
sels. Foreigners have suffered most severely in the 
late gale. The principal part of the crews drowned 
during the storm were foreigners. The BreaktoaUr, 
Conference, and Mountaineer colliers, and the Aurora 
bark, have been got oft the Herd Sand. 

The following official statistics have been published 
w^ith regard to the importation of seaborne eoals into 
the port of London in 1853 : — 

1852. 1853. 

Tons. Tons. 

Tyne house coals 356,587 ... 283,086 

Sunderland Seaham ditto 912,249 ... 884,372 

Hartlepool and Stockton ditto... 690,335 ... 655,789 



Total house coals 1,958,171 

Steam 297,488 

Gas 519,458 

Coking 180,700 

Manufacturing 2.33,840 

Welsh 99,643 

Yorkshire, &c. 19,297 

Small 21,831 



. 1.823.247 
. 340,714 
. 680,780 
. 229,664 
. 251,944 
. 82,963 
23,942 
40,012 



Total 3,330,428 .,.3,373,266 



COALS IHPOSTEI) BT BATLWAY AND CANAL. 



Great Northern 195,865 

Northwestern 137,978 

Eastern Counties 28,816 

Great Western 4,596 

South-Eastem 10,652 

Grand Junction Canal 33,800 

Biver Thames 113 



358.775 
173,346 
68,148 
16,58d 
12,854 
21,602 
42 



411,820 661,366 

Though there was a &Iling oft in the import of sea- 
borne house coals in 1853, it was nearly compensated 
by the quantity (94,000 tons) brought by railway from 
the countY of Durham. 

There nas been an increase in the steam, gas, 
coking, and manufacturmg coals, which are chiefly 
shippeid from the Tyne. The following quantities 
have been shipped from the chief collieries in that 
river : — 



NewPelton 98,437 

Pelaw Main 68,667 

Dean's Primrose ... 57,260 

Of cannel coal there was ahipped from the Tyne in. 



Peareth 68,273 

Ravensworth Pelaw 49,026 
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18.53 27,000 tons— more than treble the quantity in 
1852. 

The number of tons shipped for London by the 
leading coal collieries* in the north in the past year 
was as under : — 



Haswell 106,824 

Thornley 94,958 

North Hetton 85.522 

Black Boy 76,019 



Lord Londondery's 236,3')3 
South Hetton and 

Kelloe 169.515 

Lord Darfaam'B ... 146,295 

Hetton 114,469 1 

The following is the quantity of coals shipped from 
the respective norts to tne metropolis, and tiie number 
of shi^ enterea by each &ctor :— 

i^ps. Tons. 

4,451 Newcastle 1,411,207 

2,016 Sunderland 614 344 

1,331 Seahara 318.861 

2,486 Hartlepool, &c. ... 673.709 

582 Stockton, &c 133,271 

326 Blyth 65,737 



78 Scotch 

335 Welsh 

333 Yorkshire.. 

1 Liverpool . 

124 Sraan coal.. 



12,062 

2 Culm ... 

47 Cinders . 



13 611 

82,542 

24247 

130 

. 31,778 

3,389,437 

440 

3,379 



12,111 

Ships. 

Hill & Co .'1,792 

Harris & Dixon 1,116 

H. Taylor 915 

Charleton & Watson 731 

Marshall & Page ... 710 

S. Clarke fi55 

W. MItcalfe 640 

Smith, Scurfield, k 

Co 596 

W. Milnes 572 

Miller & Potter 45U 



3,373,256 

Ships. 
Fenwick, Laroche, & 
qq 33g 

F. D. Lambert ! 288 

W. E. Bell 247 

Carr, Lamb, & Co. . . . 128 



9,119 
Agents 1,338 

10,457 



With regard to these facts, the Netocastle Chronicle 
says :— '* It will doubtless cause surprise to many in 
London to find tliat they have been, by the simple 
action of supply and demand, com{)elled to pay from 
25 to 100 per cent, more for their coals in 1853 than 
in 1852, though the quantity sent to London in 1853 
was in excess by 284,730 tons— the total annual sup- 
ply from all sources havintf reached 4,026,985 tons." — 
Times, 



THE WILSON TESTIMONIAL. 
Ok Monday, Jan. 23, there was a numerous meeting, 
at Miss Murray's, the Half Moon inn, of subscribers 
to the *' Wilson Testimoniar* and their friends, in- 
cludin^lf Messrs. Georf^e Orawshay, 0. J. Gibb, G. A. 
Button, II. Wilkinson, James Oiephan, William Wy- 
1am, John Potts, John Tickers, F. P. lonm William 
Kevely, T- Pringle, H. L. Monro, James Uewitt, S. 
Neville, John Harrison, John Fawcett, Joseph Glephan, 
John Hunter, &c., &c., with several ladies. In the 
absence of Qeor|(e Hawks, Esq., from indisposition. 
Mr. James Hewitt, a member of the Town Council 
and Board of Guardians, was called upon to preside : 
and Mr. Joseph Glenhan, who had princi^uy acted 
for the Treasurer ana Secretary, read a brief report, 
showing that upwards of 160 ladies and gentlemen 
had subscribed, whose aggregate contributions, after 
payment of expenses, left a net disposable fund of 
£\01 ; of whicn £7 had been ex])ended in the pur- 
chase of a small silver lalver at Reid & Sons, bearing 



an inscription acknowledging the services of Mr. Bw 
H. Wilson, medical officer of the north district of 
Gateshead, during the cholera epidemic of 1853, and 
the remaining £100 la^- on the salver in a purse 
worked for the occasion. The subscribers, he stated, 
comprised the Mayor and Rector of Gateshead, and 
other principal inhabitants, (the Oliairman and Vice 
Chairman oi the Poor Law Union, and several Guar- 
dians, Magistrates, Aldermen, and Councillors). 

The Chairman called upon G^eorge Crawshay, Esq., 
a member of the Board of Guardians, to present the 
testimonial. 

Mr. Crawshay then delivered an address of which 
the following is a copy, and which was frequently in- 
terrupted by applause :— Mr. Wilson, — To present a 
testimonial is to me an entirely novel and somewhat 
embarrassing task — ^but one which, in the present in- 
stance, I could not refuse to undertake. I should cer- 
tainly have had very considerable hesitation in re- 
sponding to the call which has been made upon me, 
had it so happened that I had any right to call you 
by the sacred name of friend. I might then have 
suspected my own motives ; for no principle do I hold 
more firmly than that the claims of private friendship 
and of public duty should ever be kept carefully and 
jealously distinct. But, until this evening, I have 
not even had the pleasure of making your per- 
sonal acquaintance; and the words which I now 
address to you are the first which I have ever 
addressed to you. It is as impossible as it would 
be undesirable that the same can be the case witli 
so numerous a body of your neighbours as the 
subscribera to the testimonial which I shall have the 
honour to present to yon in their name ; but I am 
confident that I exactly represent their sentiments 
when I say for them, as for myself, that it is on public 
grounds, and public grounds alone, that they have 
come forward on this occasAon. (Applause.) The 
cholera of September and October last was a great 
public calamity ; and the services of the medical pro- 
fession in Newcastle and Gateshead, during that awtul 
period, were eminently public services — for which not 
those who were sick only, but the whole commmiity,' re- 
main heavily in their debt. Thecase is precisely the same 
as that of firemen who keep down and limit, until it 
bums out, a conflagration which might otherwise con- 
sume a whole town. Suppose for an instant, if we 
can by any stretch of imagination suppose such a thing, 
that our medical men had not done their duty :— where 
would the mischief have ended ? 2,000 perished as 
it was ; but how many times as many might have 
died but for timely care ? The prosperity of the dis- 
trict was seriously affected by the panic that actually 
occurred : but had the rate of mortality been much 
greater, the panic would have become such as to have 
brought something very like ruin upon us all — (a con- 
sideratio*^ which, it is to be hoped, will not be lost 
sight of, when sanitary measures areiconsidered from 
an economical poitit of view). Now, however doubts 
ful may be the efficacy of medical relief in the later 
staires of cholera, there can be no doubt whatever of 
its effica<7 in the earlier stages. The prompt ad- 
ministration of tliis relief by the medical profession^ 
was the means by which, under Providence, we were 
saved from being absolutely overwhelmed by the 
enemy that assailed us. When, with hardly a figure 
of speech, nearly all of us were ill together, it waa 
impoBsible to give sufficiently prompt assistance with- 
out the moBt extraordinary exertions. Night and day 
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they restevl Uot ; with shattered health and failing 
strength Iher still held on ; life was exposed and life 
was lost in the qpnflict. Two medical men in New- 
castle and one in Qateshead died at their posts. ToU| 
Mr. WilsoHi are one of jthers to whom these ob- 
servations equally apply , and I can give you no higher 
praise. (Applause.) But, during that time of trial, 
you filled the office, which you still so worthily 
occupy, of medical officer to the workhouse and 
densely-populated town district of Gateshead. A 
peculiar responsibility thus rested upon you, and 
much was expected of you — but not more than you 
peiformed, (Applause.) Tou were placed in a con- 
spicuous position, in which the eyes of your fellow- 
townsmen wei-e upon you — and I only express their 
unanimous opinion when I say that you prov«d your- 
self *^ every inch a man," and fully equal to the 
arduous duties which so suddenly and unexpectedly 
devolved upon you. (Applause.) The Board of Guar- 
dians, to whom you are officially responsible, have 
adopted a resolution recording Uieir admiration of 
your conduct. It is as a supplement to that resolu- 
tion, and in your character as a public servant, that, 
in the name of the subscribers, I present this testi- 
monial to you, together with their good wishes. (Ap- 
plause.) May you long enjoy that health and happi- 
ness which you have been the means of preserving to 
so many I and may you lon^ continue to adorn that 
noble profession towards which, in your person, I have 
Attempted t^o express to-night the general sentiment of 
gratitude and pride I (Applause.) 

Mr. Wilson responded as follows : — Mr. Grawshay 
Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, it is with the 
most sincere feelings of gratitude to you, and the 
numerous contributors, that I accept this very valuable 
testimonial. Intrinsically it is very valuable, but to 
me its worth is immeasurably enhanced from a know- 
ledge ot the circumstances that have preceded this 
presentation. I feel greatly honoured that I, as a 
public officer, should have been selected as tlie person 
upon whom you liave bestowed this very substantial 
evidence of your approbation of the efiorts made foy the 
medical gentlemen of the town during the late very 
&tal epidemic. At that awful penod, when life 
seemed so insecure, medical men were denied leisure 
either for repose or reflection ; for duty urgently de- 
manded every moment of their time to combat with 
disease in its most deadly and virulent form ; their 
position became, indeed, one of the most onerous and 
critical that could well be ima^ned ; and that, during 
this important and trying penod, their conduct should 
have been such as to merit your kind approval, is 
most gratifying. The substantiating of that approval 
by this very handsome presentation, places me under a 
debt of gratitude which it will be ever out of my power 
to repay; and I can only trust that, by earnestly de- 
voting myself hereafter to the discharge of those 
important duties which I owe to the poor, I may 
prove to you how fully I appreciate your great kind- 
ness. To you. Sir, I ofier my grateful thanks for your 
kindness in officiating on the present occasion ; also to 
Mr. James01ephan,fne Secretary, and to the other gen- 
tlemen who have with so much zeal and kindly feeling 
taken such an active interest in promoting the testi- 
monial. I beg with pleasure to acknowledge the 
honour conferred upon me by the assemblage of so 
large a company on this occasion, and I willingly con- 
fess the special honour which I reel from the presence 
of eo many ladies (applause) ; and permit me, in con- 



clusion, avain to thank you most gratefully for your 
great kindness, and to express my best wishes for your 
health and happiness. ^Applause.) 

A vote of thanks having been passed by acclama- 
tion, on the motion of Mr. Fawcett (a Guardian), to 
Mr. Crawsliay, for his services in presenting the testi- 
monial, and tor the admirable manner in which he 
had expressed the sentiments of the subscribers, 

Mr. Crawshay acknowledged the compliment, and 
said : — If, by any chance, a report of tnese proceed- 
ings should come under the notice of the editor of the 
Hull Advertiser y that gentleman would possibly be 
inclined to doubt his (Mr. O.'s) personal identity with 
the individual of the same name who had recently 
taken part in a meeting in Newcastle against Russia — 
the object of the promoters of which, the Hull editor 
had ingeniously suggested, was to get an opportunity' 
for carrying on piracy under the name of privateering. 
(Much laughter.) But, to speak seriously, he (Mr. 0.) 
considered it his duty as a good citizen, on the one 
hftTid, not to withhold his attention from an3' matters 
affecting his country, however geographically distant ; 
and, upon the other, to exert nimself to promote 
the welfare of the hicality in which his lot had been 
cast, which he believed himself to have been doing 
something towards, on the present occasion. (Hear, 
hear.) Ii they would excuse him for venturing a mo- 
ment on the domains of political philosophy, he 
would say that the two cardinal articles of his fieiith 
were the'promotion of a just foreign policy and of the 
cause of local self-government. He looked forward 
to a great development of the latter, and trusted that 
the time would conic when our local institutions 
would be not less efficient than they undoubtedly 
were in guarding the public purse, and yet be am- 
mated by some higher spirit than that of mere eco- 
nomy. In such a future time, he could imagine that 
it would not be attempted to confer public honours by 
any proceeding that had even the remotest semblance 
of privacv, but that, in some solemn and authorized 
manner, those would be duly rewarded, who, like Mr. 
Wilson, had deserved well of the community to which 
they belonged. (Hear, hear.) 

Thanks were unanimously voted to Miss Murray, 
on the motion of Mr. James Clephan, for her liberality 
in repeatedly granting the use of a room to the Com- 
mittee and subscribers free of charge. Mr. 0. took 
occasion to say, that tlie testimonial was originated by 
Mr. Crawshay— in whose case the old adage, "As the 
old cock crows the young one learns," had been re- 
versed ; for when Mr. Crawshay junior had subscribed 
very handsomely, Mr. Crawshay senior copied his ex- 
cellent example. (Applause.) 

Mr. Wilson moved a vote of thanks to the Chair- 
man, which was cordially awarded by the company, 
and the proceedings closed. 

In addition to the subscriptions already announced 
in our columns, there have been received the follow- 
ing :— 
George Orawshay, 

Esq., sen £5 

R. W. Qillespie, Esq. 10 
\ViIlUinDavey,EBq. 10 
Mr. a H 10 



Mrs. R. H £0 10 

Mr. T. Reed 10 

Mr. J. Hurley 10 

Miss 10 

Dr. P 10 



GATESHEAD POOR LAW UNION. 
BoABD Room. Jan. 24. — Present :— The Chairman, 
and Messrs. Clark (William), Murray, Makepeace, 
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Hewitt, Orawshay, Cook, Fawcett, Brinton, and 
lonn. 

Mr. Cook read a letter fi-om the Poor Law Boaixl 
sanctioning his temporary appointment as Clerk. 

The usual returns were made. It appeared that, 
in the first week of the nast fortnij^ht, '2,389 outdoor 
paupers had been relieved, at a cost of £146 7s. 4d. ; 
and in the second week, 2,351, at a cost of £133 
78. lOd. 

Some business was transacted in connection with the 
Vaccination Extension Act. 

Mr. Cook reported the issue of steps taken under 
the resolution of the last meeting as to the enforcement 
of arrears of calls, and made a statement showing 
that, with the exception of £144 10s. duefn>m W hick- 
ham, all the districts stood square wMth the Quardians. 
The balance in hand, after payment of cheques, fell 
short of £400 ; and the county li.-id a claim upon the 
union for £500. 

The Magistrates, in the case of Whickham, had 
granted the Overseers a little conditional grace. As 
to Heworth, the Clerk's proceedings had been vitiated 
by an informality, of which the Overseers took advan- 
tage ; and before the error could be cured, they paid- 
up tlie whole of the call. 

Several notices of marriage were read, one of the 
brides-elect being a girl of 17. 

Mr. Cook, after briefly recapitulating what had 
passed at the |)revious meeting as to the supplying of 
goods to the union by Quardians, stated that an account 
had been sent in by Mr. James Hewitt for an invalid's 
chair on wheels, his charge for which was £2. Before 
affixing his name to a cheone for payment of this 
account, he wished to have the advice of tlie Board ? 

Mr. Hewitt said, the question raised by Mr. Cook 
could very soon be settled. Would the Chairman be 
so kind as to say whether or not it was lawful for a 
Guardian to make a present of his property to the 
workhouse ? 

The Chairman : Perfectly lawful. 

Mr. Hewitt : Very well, then : — I give the girl 
the chair ; and you may burn the bill. (Applause.) 

Mr. Makepeace said, the girl for whom the chair had 
been provided wa« a very gSod girl, and made herself 
useful in the house as a teacher. 

Mr. loNN said, there had been great difficulty in 
meeting with a suitable chair, and they were glad 
when one was provided at last by Mr. Hewitt, who 
undertook the commission before he was a Guardian. 

It being stated that the girl was about to leave the 
house, Mr. Hewitt was asked whether he gave his chair 
to her or to the union T " Oh," said he, " to the girl, 
of course." (Applause.) 

Mr. Cook read a letter from the Public Works Loan 
Commiflsioners, from which it appeared that a loan of 
£1,000 could be had at 4 per cent. ; and arrangements 
were made accordingly. 

Mr. C. also read a letter from Archdeacon Thorp, 
ex officio a member of the Board, respectfully suggest- 
ing that the scale of outdoor relief sliould be propor- 
tioned to the high price of food. The Guardians gave 
instructions to Mr. C. to assure the Venerable Arch- 
deacon that his suggestion should receive their best 
consideration. 

A note was read from Mr. B. J. Prockter, vouching 
for the respectability of one John Brownlee, shoe- 
inaker, who wished to adopt as his own an orphan 
girl, aged ten years, now an inmate of the workhouse. 



Being called in, he stated th:it he had a wife, but no 
child. They had aforetime adopted two children, jone 
of whom had got married, and the other (named Far- 
rage) died of the cholera in 1849, in Prockter's 
Buildings, Pipewellgate. He and his wife, he said, 
had but one room, near the Brandling Junction 
Railwiny. The Board said, they would give the matter 
their consideration. 

On the motion of Mr. Makepeace, seconded by Mr. 
Bbintoit, it was resolved that oarliament be petitioned 
not to renew the bill estaolishing the Poor Law 
Board, and that the petition be sent to Mr. Hutt for 
presentation. 

Mr. Muksat brought forward his motion to grant 
Mr. Counsellor, in addition to the £100 already voted 
to him, the sum of £20 odd, which he had paid to Mr. 
Banbury as an assistant. If this motion were carried, 
he believed that Mr. C. would accept the sums named 
as payment in full. 

The motion, not being seconded, fell to the ground ; 
and some other business having been transacted, the 
Board proceeded to the relief of the poor. 

-^ 

GATESHEAD DISPENSARY. 

THE ANNUAL BALL, for the Benefit of the Dis- 
pensary, will be held at the Assemblv Booms, 
Newcastle, on THURSDAY, February 23, 1854, 
(Music at 9). The Stewards will be announced next 

^r ' JOHN SKELTON, Hon. Sec. 

Gateshead, January 27, 1854. 

^- 

TO STONE MASONS AND QUARRYMEN. 

AN exoeUent STONE QUARRY to be SOLD or 
LET, situated in High-street, Gateshead. For 
particular apply at No. 39, High-street. 

^ 

GATESHEAD SOUP KITCHEN. 

AT a Meeting of the Inhabitants, held at the 
Townhall, on the 3d of January, 1864, (the 
MAYOR in the Chair,) it was resolved to reSpen the 
Kitchen as soon as possible. 

The Committee have to state, in compliance with 
the above, that the Soup Kitchen has oeen in tuU 
operation tor three weeks, and they now appeal to the 
Public to aid them in so desirable an object. 

Subscriptions received by the Treasurer, Joseph 
Abbot Htmebs, or Messrs. Greene dc Sons, Messrs. 
C. Garbutt & Son, the Observer Office, Gateshead ; 
or at the Commercial Bank, Newcastle. 



The fioroughholiiers 
and Freemen of 
Gateshead £5 

Newcastle Gas Com- 
pany 2 2 

F. J. Crow,Eaq 2 



A Lady £1 

Mr. R. H. Wilson ... 10 

Mr. James Wilson... 10 

Mr. John Skelton ... 10 

A Friend 2 6 



Browne's Export List. — This valuable work has 
reached its third number, the latter comprising the 
reports for the month of December. We are happy 
to learn, from all quarters, that the list is giving every 
satisfaction, amply redeeming the pledges of its 
author, and more than justifying the high anticipa- 
tions we formed, from the commencement, of its usQ • 
fulness to trade, and its benefit to the district. 
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The Catholics op Gatishbad. — The 9^. P. 
Betham has retired fron the pastoral chir^ (»f the 
Catholics of this borouij^h. He was a most assiduous 
and &ithful priest, and, by the zealous discharge of his 
duty to his own Church, won the approbation of duti- 
ful members of every other. A scholar and a i^entle- 
man, he had many Protestant as well as Catholic 
friends, and his departure is widely reg^'etted. He 
leaves, we believe, to enter the Society of Jesus, and 
will shortly repair to Rome. We have not heard that 
any permanent successor has been appointed to Gates- 
head. The late Rev. Canon Giilow bequeathed, we 
understand, the sum of £1,000 towards the erection 
of a Catholic church in Gateshead; so that Mr. 
Betham's project will probably be carried out, although 
he himself b gone. 

THK GATESHEAD TOWN-COUNCIL. 
PsiSEirT : — David Haggle, Mayor; Aldermen John 
Lister, C. J. Pearson, Joseph Robson, and James 
Smith; Councillors George Brinton, William Cook, 
E. Cjawshav, William Douglas, James Hewitt, R. W. 
Hodgson,* J. A. Hymers, F. P. lonn, G. Patterson, 
John Skelton, John Yickers, and James Wilson. 

The February quarterly meeting was held on Wed- 
nesday, Feb. 1. The minutes havin;< been read, 

The Matob presented a report from the Watch Com- 
mittee. Among other matters, it recommended that, 
to meet the rise in the price of food, the wages of the 
police be advanced to the following scale :~The three 
classes of policemen to receive respectively 178., Ids., 
and 20s. per week. The inspectors to have 24s. The 
superintendent's salary to form the subject of a future 
recommendation. The Committee submitted for con* 
sideration a petition to parliament in favour of refor- 
matory schools in preference to juvenile imprisonment. 
After dealing with accounts and rates, the report sug- 
ffested that a copy of the petition on the question raised 
by the parliamentary committee on county and borough 
police consolidation, be transmitted to the chairman 
of a meeting to be held in London on the subject — 
Report received and adopted. 

Mr. Aid. Shtth present a report from the Finance 
Committee, which was received, and, after a little con- 
venation, confirmed. 

The accounts exhibited a balance of borough fund 
amounting to ;^568 12s. lOd., subject to the pay- 
men^ of £61 5s. Id. in outstanding bills. The borough 
rate due November 1 was repotted to be yet unpaid, 
and only ;£lOOpaid on aocountof the watch-rate of 1853. 
It was recommended that a borough rate of twopence 
be laid — (one-half as watch-rate)— to be made payable 
on the 1st of May. 

The Committee appointed to confer with the Church- 
wardens and Overseers on the proposed consolidation 
of the collection of the watch and borough rates, 
reported that a conference had been held, and a definite 
answer was to be given prior to the present meeting. 

Mr, Aid. P£AK80K,on the part of the Churchwardens 
and Overseers, communicated the consent of that body 
to the proposal, on condition that an indemnity should 
bejnven under the borough seal. 

The condition was acceded to, and the proposed 
consolidation confirmed, after considerable discussion. 

Mr. HoDBOoir then moved that Mr. Fairs be nomi- 
nated the collector of watch and borough rate, to be 
appointed by the Churchwardens and Overseers. 



Mr. Aid. PflABSOR seconded the motion, and it was 
carried. 

The a!nount of poundage was next considered ; and 
it was resolved, on the motion of Mr. Cook, seconded 
by Mr. Aid. Pbarson, that 4d. be paid on the borough 
rite and 6d. on the watch rate. 

The Parliamentary, Railway, and Byelaw Commit- 
toe made a reporL relating to hackn^ coaches, anti- 
centralization, and the Tyne harbour of refuge. 

The hackney-coach regulations were discussed at 
great length, and agreed to with amendments. 

Abstract of Fares, dsc. Gab. Ooaoh. 

Not exceeding a mile, one or two 
passeDgers Is. Od. ... Is. Od. 

Exceeding a milOp per mile f^r the 
whole distance ^ Os. 9d. ... Is. Od. 

Additional passengers, up to three 
miles, each Os. 6d. ... Os. 6d. 

Above three miles, for each addi- 
tional passenger, one-third &re 
more : for two, half-fare more. 

For every detention exceeding a 

quarter of an hour Os. Od. ... Os. 6d. 

From midnight to 8 in winter, and to 6 in summer, one-half 

the ordinary fkre additional ; and for retumhig, one-half 

the increased Ikre, 
Garriage may be detained, and used for retom at half-tare, 

without additional charge for detention, where the hire 

of a coach shall amount to 2a or more, or a cab to Is. 6d. 

or more, and the detention does not exceed a quarter of 

an hour ; where the hire of a coach shall amount to 3a. 

or more, or a cab to Ss. or more, and the detention does 

not exeeied half an hour ; and where the hire of a ooach 

shall amount to 48. or upwards, or a cab to 3s. or up- 
wards, and ^he detention does not exceed an hour. 
A person calling a carriage, and not fUrther employing it, 

to pay the fiure trom the stand or pbuse whence it may be 

brought 
Fares beyond five miles to be the sulioeet of special agree- 
ment. Four passengers to be the maximum number. 

Allowanoe of luggage for a fore, lOOlb. 
Children in the lap not to be oounted ; nor any child und^ 

12, unless there be more than one, and tiien two to bfB 

counted as one passenger. 
The charge for time to be, for a coach, 18s per day of twelve 

hours ; 28. per hour for the first hour ; and Is. 6d., ibr 

every subsequent hour. For a cab, 12s., Is. 6d., and Is. 

respectively. 
The proprietor to have the option of charging by time or 

distance. 
The hackney stands to be three, viz. :— North side of Hills 

street for six coaches or cabs; Hl^^streetk opposit. 

Nuns-lane, for two ; and Windmill Hills, near Romulus 

terrace, for two. 

No resolution was found on the re|x>rt relating to 
the proposed '^Anti-Centralization Union." 

On tne subject of the Tyne harbour of refuge, an 
able letter firom Mr. Mather, addressed to the Town 
Clerk, was read ; and it was resolved that the Mavor, 
Mr. Hodgson, and Mr. Skelton, with Mr. Eell, be a 
sub-committee to petition parliament and memorialize 
the goyemment for public aid to this public work. 

The report, subject to resolutions adopted thereon, 
was confirmed. 

Mr. Aid. RoBSoir presented a report trom the Public 
Health Committee; out it was now past 5 o'clock, and 
the report was ordered to stand over to the 8th inst. 

GATESHBAD DISPENSABT. 

Thb annual meeting was held on Friday. Feb. 10, 
at the Townhall, (Jaxbs Pollock. Esq., iq^the Chair). 
The Rector and several other gentlemen were present. 

The Secrkfa&t (William Kbll, Esq.) read the 
report of the Committee, which opened with a refer- 
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eHee to a passage in the report of 1853, " calling atten- 
tion to the increase of febrile aifections^in those localities 
whieh, if not the parents of disease, are its continual 
home." and " invoking the support oi the governors 
in aid of every effort which might be made by the 
local authorities for their sanitary improvement. "« 

" The year in which that report was made/' the Commit- 
tee ooDtiDued, " was destined to give a solemn empha«iis to 
the exhortation. The malady which gave birth to the In- 
8^tution in 1832 reappeai*ed amongst us in the autumn of 
1853, and swept out of existence upwards of four hundred 
of ou^ population. Commencing its ravages in an unclean 
and oVererowded district, it soon affected all parts of the 
town, more or less ; and your Committee are confirmed in 
their conviction, by tiiis third visitation ot Asiatic cholera, 
that whatever may be its primary causes, it would never 
assume the form of a wide-wasting epidemic, were it not 
for overcrowding, closeness, and filth, and the demoraliza- 
tion by which these evils are too often accompanied. Tour 
Committee would therefore repeat the admonition to pro- 
mote with zeal the necessary measures for securing the 
cleanliness and health of the to^n, and ths banishment of 
every prsventible cause of disease and premature death. 

" This charity has peculiar reason to lament the neglect 
of sanitary precautions. A second time has the Gateshead 
Dispensary been deprived of its House Surgeon by the in- 
fectious fever of continuously-diseased localities. That 
office is once more vacant by the death of Mr. Charles 
Brown, who, worn down by his incessant attention to the 
sick during the late epidemic, fell an easy victim to febrile ' 
disease contracted in liis attendance on the suffering poor. 
The loss of this amiable and assiduous officer, whose ser- 
vices the institution might otherwise have retained with 
advantage for many years to cone, imposes upon you the 
duty of appointing a successor. 

" Tour Committee, while Mr. Brown was lying ill, were 
fortunate in procuring the temporary services of Mr. Row- 
land, late a pupil in the Newcastle Infirmary, whom they 
engaged for a period of three months, and with a stipula- 
tion for a notice of one month before he could retire fW)m 
the office. It is due to Mr. Rowland to say that he has dis- 
charged his onerous duties to the entire satisfiMtion of your 
Committee. It will be for the governors to determine what 
steps shall be taken with a view to the permanent appoint- 
ment of a House Surgeon. " 

The report announced the resignation of the office 
of Treasurer by Mr. John Greene, owing to the pressure 
ot other engagements. The cost oi medicines during 
the year of the epidemic was stated to have been 
j^ as. lOd. in excess of that of 1852. £25 had been 
received from the Ghiteshead Guardians on this account, 
at a time when the Committee under-estimated the 
extraordinary ouUay ; and as the receipts of the year 
lell short of we expenditure, an appeal was now made 
to the liberality of the pubUc. Tne number of ordi- 
naiy cases relieved was about the same as in the pre- 
vious year. 

Mr. JoHn EiMPSTBB moved the adoption of the 
report ; and the motion having been seconded, it was 
.unanimously carried. 

Thanks were Voted to Mr. Greene, on the motion 
of Mr. John Barrab: and he was appointed to a 
vacancy in the list of Vice-Presidents. 

Mr. Joseph Abbot Hymers was elected as his suc- 
cessor in the office of Treasurer. 

Mr. Ebll moved a vote of thanks to the medical 
officers oi the charity. Seconded by Mr. Ralph 
Wake, and adopted. Thanks were also voted to the 
Committee of the past year, and to the Secretary. 

The vacancy in the office of House Surgeon having 
come under consideration. Mr. Babbas proposed that 
it should be left to the Committee to take such steps 
as they might herei^r think necessaiy on the bud- 
ject.-^Agreed to. 



As to a new building, Mr. Eell stated that no 
answer had ever been received to the letter of Decem- 
ber last, addressed to the Bishop's agent ; and tibe 
Building Subcommittee were now looking out for some 
other site. 

The following governors were appointed to be the 
Committee of the year : — Messrs. T. C. Angos, S. A. 
Cail, James Ciephan, Charles Dunn, A. G. Gray, lU- 
W. Hodfifson, F. P. lonn. John Kimpster, Samu^ 
Neville, John Potts, John Vickei-s, and Joshua Watson. 

Thanks were voted to the Chairman, and the pro- 
ceedings closed. Several of the govemoi-s subsequently 
dined at Miss Mun-ay*s, the Half- Moon inn, (Mr. 
Garbutt in the chair, and Mr. Aid. Smith vice). 

#5* We are requested to state, that the Treasurer 
of the Gateshead Ratepayere' Protection Society lias 
paid over to the Treasurer of the Gateshead Dispen- 
sary the sum of £1 Os. lid., being the balance of funds 
in hand on the dissolution of the society. 

THE GATESHEAD TOWN COUNCIL. 

MATOR. COUNCILLORS. -f-Hewitt, James 

fHaggie, David fAllhusen, Chris. fHodgson, R. W. 

ALDERMEN. 4 l^rintOH, Goorge Hunter, George 

tCummins, T. Cook, William fHjnners, J.' A. 

Hawks, George Crawshay, B. flonn, F. P. 

fljster, John tI>ougla8, WiUiam fPatterson, G. 

Pearson, C. J. Garbutt, C. fSkelton, John 

tRobson, Joseph fOray, Alex. Geo. fVickera, John 

f Smith, James Haegie, Peter fWUson, James 

^^ Those marked (f) were present 

TowNHALL, Monday, February 6.— The Council 
met by adjournment, principally to receive and con- 
•sider the report of the Public Health Committee, 
presented by the Chairman, Mr. Alderman Bobson, of 
which we give a digest : — 

The Gas Company, on remonstrance, ascribed the in- 
sufficiency of the public lamps chiefly to the intense 
frosts. Amendment was promised, but cause of com- 
plaint still existed Many districts were too late in being 
lighted ; but as soon as the new streets behind Trinity 
chapel were in readiness for lighting, an additional lamp- 
lighter was to be employed. 

The General Board of Health had promised attention to 
the suggestions of the Council as to amendments in the 
Public Health Act. 

The Committee had received a report from the Sur- 
veyor, estimating that, if the domestic refuse of the foot- 
way paving district were removed by the Local Board, the 
result would be a saving to the householders of nearly £400 
a-year. Complaints had been made of unwholesome 
dwellings, requiring cleansing and whitewashmg ; but the 
Board could only interfere on a medical certificate. His 
plan of the eastern part ot the borough had been pre- 
sented to the Committee, with the sewers laid down on a 
system which, after careful consideration, he considered to 
be the best and most economical. The main line com- 
menced a short distance south of Park-lane, and proceeded 
north, down East-street, to Oakwellgate-lane, until it ar- 
rived at the highway between Mr. Easton's tramway and 
Messrs. Hawks's works, along which it passed In a northerly 
direction, and discharged itself near the ferry-stairs. This 
(he said) might be termed the main sewer of the eastern 
district ; and its capacity and line of route had been so 
laid out as to accommodate the increase of the town now 
taking place east of High-street and south of Park-lane. 
An outlet sewer started at the top of (and ran north 
along) Oakwellgate, until it reached a sewer already con- 
structed, which had Its outlet near the the staiths be- 
longing to the York, Newcastle, and Berwick Railway 
Company. Those two outlet sewers had been laid out 
with due reference to the areas they would drain. All 
the other sewers might be termed "seoondaiy*" The 
gttlley grates would all be trapped ; the sewers would be 
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H> laid out as to drain the lowest cellars ; and ventilating 
pipes would carry the gases high above the habitations 
of the district. There would be in the East-street main 
sewer, with itsseoondary sewers, 4,440 lineal yardsof public 
sewerage, the estimated cost (including the junctions of 
private drain8)being £2,125. The Oak wellgate main sewer, 
with its secondary branches, extended to about 1,297 
yards, which would cost £420. Total, £2,545. This sum, 
borrowed at 4 per cent., and to be repaid by thirty annual 
instalments, would involve a charge of £147 13s 3d. per 
year ; or, taking the number of houses in the district at 
one uniform rate, about Ave farthings per house per 
week, or about 4^d. per pound in the year. In connec- 
tion with this subject, the Surveyor recommended tliat 
a public watercloset be erected at the head of Oakwell- 
gate. Also, that the premises at the east end of Leonardos- 
court, fronting East-street, be purchased by the Board for 
removal, that an open communication might be estab- 
lished through the court from East-street to High-street 
The cost of the purchase and of the erection of the 
watercloset would be about £260. 

The Committee recommended the adoption of the Sur- 
veyor's scheme for the removal of the contents of all 
ashpits, &c., in the paved footway district, at the cost of 
the district. 

Also, that he have authority to apply to two medical 
practitioners (the medical officer being one) for their cer- 
tificate, and take all necessary proceedings to compel, 
under section 60 of the Public Health Act, the white- 
washing and cleansing of such houses as may require it 

The Committee, in submitting the Surveyor's plans of 
a systematic drainage of the district east of High-street, 
recommended that the subject should be deferred until 
he had estimated the cost of diverting the proposed main 
sewer along Oak wellgate, instead of having another sewer 
for that district 

The Committee recommended the Surveyor's suggestion 
of a public watercloset at the head of Oak wellgate, in the 
open area communicating with Easton-street ; and also 
that, in conformity with his report, part of the property 
in Leonard's-court be purchased, and a communication 
be opened, through the court, between High-street and 
East-street 

Several of the inhabitants of Churchwalk had com- 
plained of an accumulation of filth on the west side of 
Stringer's-buildings, and drawn attention to the contem- 
plated erection of a wall on the east side of those build- 
ings, whicli, they said, would obstruct the admission of 
light and air to the adjoining property, and so endanger 
the health of the occupiers. The flith, the Committee 
stated, had been removed— the only subject of the letter 
coming under their control. 

The Committee recommended the payment of varioos 
aooonnts. 

The collector's accounts of the rates made by the Local 
Board for 1853 had been audited by Councillors Hewitt, 
Hodgson, Patterson, and Skelton. 

Total amount of the rates £4356 18 2| 

Lost by composition ...£300 10 
*• by empty property 276 9 4| 

" by poverty 22 6 6 

" by arrears 79 9 7J 

678 15 6 

Collected £3678 2 8} 

Poundage due the collector 91 19 1 

Net £3686 3 7i 

The report having been receiyed, its clauses were 
discussed seriatim. 

The ashpit proposal of the Surveyor, first made at 
the previous meetine, was very generally approved. 
The Matob, Mr. Aid. Robson, and Mr. Hodoson 
spoke in its favour. The last-named gentleman ob- 
served, that if such a system had been in operation 
before the late epidemic, the outbreak would not have 
found the town in so foul a state. He moved its 



adoption. Mr. Htmers and Mr. Skblton, and, 
we believe, one or two others, instantly seconded 
the motion. Mr. Bbinton said, upwards of 400 
cartloads of filth were removed pv the authorities 
after the cholera broke out, (besicTes what was re- 
moved by fiinners). Mr. Aid. Lister caUed attention 
to a disgraceful nuisance at the intersection of Pipe- 
wellgate by the High Level) Bridge. Mr. Htkebs 
said, if some such plan as Mr. Hall's were not adopted, 
the town would soon be choked up altogether. — ^The 
motion was unanimously carried. 

Mr. Hewitt pointed attention to Nelson-street 
(sometimes nearly knee- deep in dirt), and other streets 
not yet public ; and it was ordered that this matter, 
also, be taken in hand by the Public Health Committee 
and the Surveyor. 

At this stage of the proceedings, a labourer named 
Harrison, in the service of Hood & Co., was admitted, 
on the motion of Mr. Hvmbbs, seconded by Mr. Ionn, 
and stated to the Council that he lived in Hill^te, 
adjoining Mr. Wilson's skinnery, which was an mto- 
lerable nuisance. Being asked why he did not remove, 
he said that he had lived there ten ^^ears ; wished to 
remain there j and thought the nuisance, which was 
oi recent origm, should be removed. After a conver- 
sational discussion, the Town Clebk, being refemsd 
to, decided that, the meeting of the Ist inst. having 
been adjourned for a special purpose, nothing could now 
be done, regularly, as to this question ; so the conside- 
ration of the report was resumed. 

The plans for the sewerage of the eastern district 
gave rise to a long discussion, chiefly turning upon the 
questions whether the main sewer should oe carried 
to the Tvne from East-street, as the Surveyor pro- 
posed, through a sparsely inhabited locality, which 
could contribute little or no district rate, or should be 
brought into and along Oakwelleato, therebyspread- 
ing the cost over a more {populous area. Mr. Hewitt, 
reluctantly opposing Mr. ETall'splan, and delaying the 
execution of tne work, felt constrained to move : — ''That 
it be an instruction to the Surveyor, in the drainage of 
the eastern district, to carry his works through the 
most populous parts thereof: — ^that the proposed out- 
let, by way of Messrs. Hawks's, is adding largely to 
the expense of the works, without an adequate advan- 
tage, owing to the almost total absence of inhabited 
dwelling on its route." — Mr. Aid. Listeb seconded 
the motion.— Mr. Allhusen said, if Qateshead were 
to be drained as ii should be, a systematic plan, as pro- 
posed by the Surveyor, must be carried out. (Hear, 
near.)— Mr. Hodgson moved that Mr. Hall's proposals 
be confirmed. Mr. Allhusen seconded the amend- 
ment. Mr. Aid. Smith reminded the Council that no 
money could be borrowed until the plans had been 
approved at head-quarters. The meeting went to a 
division on the amendment : — 

For the Amendment^ 6.— Aldermen Bobson and Smith ; 
and Ooancillors Hodgson, Vickers, Allhusen, and Douglas. 

AgainH it, 9. — The Mayor; Aldermen Cummins and 
liister; and Ooundllors Hewitt, Brinton, lonn, Skelton, 
Hymers, and Wilson. 

i\r0u<ra/.— Councillors Gray and Patterson. 

The amendment having been negatived, the Council 
divided on the original motion, when one of the 
neutrals (Mr. Gray) voted with the nine, and the num- 
bers then were : — 

For the motion 10 

Against it 6 

Mfgority for the motion 4 



Digitized by 



Google 



' r 

14 



Mr. Aid. BoBSOif moved that the report of the Com- 
mittee, except 80 &r as aliected by this division, be 
oonfirmed; and the motion having been seconded by 
Mr. fiaiMTov, it was adopted. 
The meeting was adjourned to the 8th of March. 

♦ • 

Gatbshbad Mbohaitios' Institute.— The February 
meeting was held on Thursday, Feb. 9, when several 
new members were elected and new boolcD oixlered. 
A petition to the House of Commons was adopted, 
praying that the proposal to distribute parliamentary 
papers among Mechanics* Institutes may speedily be 
carried out, and that the distribution may be /ree. 
We find that we were mistaken when we stated, last 
week, that Mr. Hutt was reappointed to the Committee 
on Parliamentary Papers. That Committee finally 
concluded its inquiry last session. The Committee to 
which the honourable member is now appointed is 
charged with the duty of distributing parliamentary 
papers to Mechanics* Institutes and other literary and 
educational establishments. The Committee consists 
of Mr. Tufiiell, Mr. Hutt, Mr. Ewart, Colonel Muir, 
Mr. Hamilt(m, and Mr. Wilson (Secretary to the 
Treasury). 

Gatbshbad Soup Kitoheit. — Mr. N^. Morris, of 
Washington, has made a donation of 10s. 6d. The 
kitchen will not be open after Feb. 11. It has been 
in operation firom the 6th of January, during which 
time upwards of 13,450 quarts of soup have been dis- 
tributed to the necessitous poor. The Committee 
thai^LfuUy acknowledge the handsome amount of pe- 
cuniary subscriptions received, as well as the liberal 
gift of coals from Messrs. Easton*s Oak well gate Col- 
liery. They would also, seeinp. that the kitchen is in 
a dilapidated condition, respectfnily urge upon the 
town council the propriety of adapting part of the 
building now in progress for the Baths and Wash- 
houses to so desiraole an object, by wliich the expenses 
of the kitchen would be somewhat lessened. In con- 
clusion, the Committee would impress upon the 
friends of the charity, when it shall again be opened, 
the necessity of their giving personal attendance occa- 
sionally, in order that the responsibility may not rest 
solely on a few. 

The Wbathbb. — We have had fine open weather ; 
and on February 9, under fiftvourable auspices, there 
were two friend W "ploughings" in our parish— one on 
the Backfield mrm, where Messrs. Stoker are suc- 
ceeding Mr. Alderman Robson as tenants. Yesterday, 
however, Winter ''put in an appearance*' at early 
morning, and at breakfut-time the earth was pow- 
dered '' like a good old English gentleman." 

Sttddbn Death. — Mr. and Mrs. Jobling, of the 
Turk's Head, Spicer-lane, Newcastle, visited his aunt, 
Mrs. Jobiing, of Darlington, on Simday Feb. 5. Mrs. 
Jobling, jnn., felt unwell while there, and was obliged 
to lie down ; but at night, when leaving by train, she 
was apparently much better ; and on the road home she 
was cneerful. At Gateshead, however, where they 
alighted from the train, she was so ill that she could 
scarcely stand ; and, unfortunately, there was no cab 
to be got. MsJring an efibrt to walk home with her 
husband's assistance, her remaining strength failed 
her at the toot of Bottle-bank ; and Mr. Jobiing, 
carrying her into Mr. Paley*s, procured her some 
brandy and water. He then ran off in search of a 
cab, while the servant went for medical aid. Mr. 
Wilson arrived just in time to see her die, and when 



her htt^nd returned she w\s dead. An inqiiest 
hiving ^n held, a verdict wa^ returned of '^ Natural 
Death.'-' 

9ir Gleorge Grey, Sir R. Ferguson, and Messrs. 
Walpole, Patten, Palmer (R)bert), and Bramsten. 
have been appointed by the Speaker to be the General 
Committee of Elections. 

Patbxt Ramon bu a Maohibb bob Clbabibo 
Chemitbts. — ^This in,;enious machine was on February 
8th brought under the notice of the Gateshead 
Council, at the Townhall, bv Mr. Crow, an agent 
of the patentee, who exhibited a neat working model. 
The Council expres ed their approbation of th« 
humane olMect of the machine ; ana Mr. Crow stated 
that the Marquis of Westminster and Lord Henlej, 
who never spoke lightly, were so convinced of iti 
practical merits that they described it as the salvation 
of the law prohibiting the use of climbing boys. It i| 
said to be m successful operation in several placet ^ 
and we feel it to be our duty to enUst in its fikvourable 
regard all who are interested in ameliorating the con- 
dition of the poor "sweep boy." This locality, we 
understand, is not only the one where the law is least 
observed, but is actually a nursery whence distimt 
districts draw their supplies of juvenile sweeps. The 
general adoption of the ramoneur, which can swetp 
round any le;j:al angle, would raise the chimney-swetp 
to a level with other artisans. He would be enabled 
to show his £Etce amount us, now hidden '* under a 
cloud," and " something more." At present, he is 
shut out from the '* moustache movement ;" for why 
should he cultivate an appendage which would not be 
seen ? Sweeps, then, ana householders, should alike 
encourage tne ranoneur; and we shall be glad to 
hear that Mr. Crow, during his stay in this district, 
meets with the encouragement which his object 
deserves. 

The English and the Russtavs. — Some few years 
ago, a public meeting was held in Oakwellgate, Gates- 
head, in our then townhall, at which the Chartists 
played the obstructive same at that time in vogue. It 
was contended that Englishmen were ** slaves f* that 
they had nothing worth fighting for ; and that it could 
not be expected they should defend their countiy 
against invasion. Mr. (George Straker said, he was 
quite sure that if the Russians were to attempt a 
hostile landing at Tynemouth, thev would be driven 
back into the sea. The phartists denied the assump- 
tion, and asserted that the invaders would rather be 
welcomed on shore. Mr. Straker told them he knew 
better^-they would themselves resist the enemy. Thev 
protested they would not. Thumping the table wita 
nis fist, our sturdy townsman rapped out a round ex- 
pletive, and declared that, if news were brought them 
of a landing, he knew he could not hold a single man 
of them bs^k. — Well 1 time has rolled on lynx is im- 
minent ; and what do we now behold f Democratic 
journals placard our waUs with broadside demands on 
popular mvour; and do they conciliate the populace 
by apologies for the Ozar, and attacks on the Goyem« 
ment for resisting his encroachments ? No 1 nothing 
of the kind! They denounce the '^Despot," ana 
charge the Cabinet with being too slow in going to 
war with him ! He threatens our shores ; every- 
where — ^in England, Scotland, and IreLuid — our fisher- 
men and pilots are cheerfully volunteering for the 
national defence : and our whole people are patrioti- 
cally justifying tne prediction of Mr. Geoige Straker. 
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GATB&HEAJt) POOB LAW UNION. 

BoabdBoqx Tuebpaz, Fbbrttabt 7. -^Present-— 
Thft Chairmaa and- Tioe-Ohainnaii ; Q. H. Bamaay, 
Esq., J.P. ; and Messre. Robeon, firinton, Fawcett, 
Monro^Gook, Makepeace, Murray, Clark (William), 
and Orawsbay. 

Afr. Cook read the minutes, dec. 

Eleven couples, it appeared, were candidates for 
matrimony — ^four of the bridesbeing in their teens. 

Cheques were issued amounting to .£348 10s. 6d. 
The Treasurer had a balance in liand of ^£782 6s. 
Gateshead was j£600 in arrear of call (but ^£300 had 
been paid in, that morning); Heworth. £116; Stella, 
£25 ; Whickham. £3S^ ; Winlaton, £151 10s. An 
account was laid oefore the Board nom which it ap- 
peared that> up to Monday night, Gateshead and 
Whickham were the only parishes indebted to the 
union ; but the payment of Tuesday morning made 
Gateshead creditor. 

During the past fortnight, £306 Ss. 7id. had been 
expended in out-door rehef : 2,618 being recipients in 
the first week, and 2,359 in tlie second. There were 
174 persons in the workhouse at the commencement 
of the foHnight, and 173 at its close, comprising not 
one able-booied man. 

Mr. Cook read a petition to parliament which, in 
conformity with instructions, he had prepared, praying 
that the bill under which the Poor Law Board in Lon- 
don exists be not renewed. 

Mr. Makepeace moved its adoption. 

Mr. Brinton seconded the motion. 

Mr. Fawcett moved that it be referred to a sub- 
committee for revision. 

Mr WiLKiiisoN seconded the amendment The 
prayer of the petition had his warm approval, but he 
thought it might have more weight if the language 
were modified. 

Mr. Ckawshat and Mr Bobsok supported the 
amendment, which was carried by 6 to 3. Committee 
appointed :— The Chairman and Vice Chairman, and 
Messrs. Cook, Makepeace, Fawcett, and Brinton. 

Some routine business was transacted ; there was a 
short *' scene," and the Board proceeded to the relie 
of the poor. 

I.I ■ ^1 '■-- - .■ .. " ■ ... ■ 

GATESHEAD POOR LAW UNION. 

BoAXD Rook, Feb. 21.— Present :— The Chairman, 
Vice Chairman, and Messrs. Bobson, Brinton, Cook, 
and Makepeace. 

Cheques were issued to the amount of £491 5s. 3d. 
The Treasurer had £1,293 in hand, subject to the pay- 
ment of these cheques, leaving: a surplus of about £800. 
Winlaton was stated to be £107 10s. in arrear of call, 
and Whickham £280 ; but the ktter had paid in £20 
since the account was made up. 

The returns on the table showed that in the first 
fortnight there had received outdoor relief— during the 
first week 2,313, and in the second 2,361— at a total 
cost of £274 ds. 7d. There were 173 inmates in the 
workhouse at the commencement of tiie fortnight, and 
171 at its close. 

Mr. Cook, as (^Herk, read a letter from Mr. Robert 
Davis, of Wrekenton, medical officer, recalling atten- 
tion to his account for services during the epidemic; 
correcting statements to his prejudice which were 
reported to have been made in the Board Room ; and 
idedging himself, if an opportunity were afforded him, 
to make good his dahn before the Committee. Mr. 



WiLKi58oii moved that Mr. Davis's bill be disch«rg«d. 
It was objected that no such motion cottld bq maoe 
without notice. He then moved that the biu be 
referred to the Committee. It was objected that the 
Committee had ceased to exist. Mr. Oook moved, that 
the letter be simply received. Mr. Makepsaci 
seconded the motion. Carried on a show of hands. It 
was asked if proceedings at law had been commenced 
by any medical man for recovei'y of his bill, but no 
one seemed to know that, any such step had been 
taken. 

Mr. Cook read a letter from the Poor Iaw Board, 
enclosing a communication from Mr. Atlee. late of the 
Gateshead Dispensary, and requesting the observations 
of the Guardians thereon. It was in the nature of an 
appeal from the decision of the Guardians on hn claim 
to remuneration for extraordinaiy services during the 
epidemic of 1853. On the motion of Mr. Aid. RoBSOir. 
seconded by Mr. Wilkinson, the Clerk was instructed 
to reply that the Guardians had satisfied all the claims 
made upon them by the Committee of the Dispensary 
in connection with the epidemic. 

The petition for the abolition of the Poor Lav 
Board, as revised by the Committe^ppointed on the 
7th inst., was read b^ Mr. Cook, and approved. It 

forayed that the administration of the law might be 
eft in the hands of Boards of Guardians, subject to 
such appeal as the legislature might think fit. On 
the motion of Mr. Bkinton, seconded by Mr. Make- 
peace, it was resolved that the petition be adopted, 
and that it be transmitted to Mr. Hutt for presenta- 
tion, with a request to support its prayer. 

Some other business was transacted, and the Board 
proceeded to the relief of the poor. 

^ — ■- 

Gatesbeap Soup Kitchen. — The accounts of the 
Treasurer (Mr. J. A. Hymers), which are open to 
inspection at his office, show the receipts and disburse- 
ments of the season of 1854, extending from the 6th 
of January to the 11th of February, to have been aa 
imder : — 

By subscriptions £96 6 6 

By cash for soup 31 13 S 

By cash for bones 18 

Totalreceipts £128 16 8 

Tobeef. £48 7 6 

To peas and barley 37 6 

Toseasouing 2 14 

To printing, advertising, &c ... 4 6 

Towages 7 IJB 

TO sundries 17 6 

Tdtal expenses —101 12 6 

Balance £27 4 2 

Gateshead Pispensabt Ball. ~ On Feb. 23, at 
the Assembly Rooms, Newcastle, the usual annual 
ball for the above charity was held. This meeting 
has long been proverbially pleasant : but on this last 
occasion it was pronounced to be tne very best and 
most delightful of all the Dispensary Balls. *' An 
efficient secretary and corps of stewards having been 
secured," we last week said, ^* we may calculate upon 
good arrangements and a pleasant meeting ;** and the 
result has rally borne out our anticipations. It was 
gratifying to observe, that as many ladies and gentle- 
men were present as there are days in leap year ; and 
notwithstanding the expenses of the laive room are 
heavy, we trust that a good balance will be handed 
over to the Treasurer of our exceUent and most useful 
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Institation. The ball waa led off bv Mn. Mayoress 
and Geoxve HawkSy Esq., Mrs. Joseph Abbot Hymers 
and His worship the Mi^or (David Haggie, Esq.) 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor of Newcastle (Ralph 
Dodds, Esq.) and Mrs. Mayoress, the Officers of the 
Qarrison, and other distin^ished personages, were of 
the company. Mr. M. Liddell and his excellent band 
put mettle in every heel. 

Frbbkasonrt iir Qatesheab. — On Feb. 20, the 
annual meeting of the Borough Lodge, No. 614, was 
held at the Black Bull inn, Gateshead, when the fol- 
lowing officers were installed for the ensuing year : — 
Brothers John Hopper, W.M. ; George Heppell, P.M. ; 
J. Halloway, 8.W. ; W. E. Franklin, J.W. ; W. 
Johnson, Treasurer ; S. Joel, Secretary ; P. Brown, 
S.D. ; W. Morgan, J.D. ; J. Lillywhite, S.S. ; R. 
Fell, J.8. ; T. Homsby, I.G. ; A. Dickson, Tyler. 
The brethren afterwards dined together, in number 
about forty, and the Black Bull sustained its culinary 

credit. 

■ ♦ 

BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

ELECTION OF ASSESSORS. 

NOTICE is hereby given, that the Burgesses 
enrolled in the several Wards within the said 
Borough, will, on Wednesday, the Firstday of March 
next, openly assemble in their respective Wards, and 
elect from the persons qualified to be Councillors TWO 
ASSESSORS for each such Wai-d. 

The Election of each Ward will be held before the 
Alderman and present Assessor thereof, at the places 
undermentionea, which have been appointed for the 
purpose, and such Election will commence at Nine 
o'clock in the morning, and will finally close at Four 
of the clock in the afternoon of the same day ; but 
the Presiding Officer is authorized to close the Poll at 
any time before Four o'clock, if one hour shall have 
elapsed during which no votes shall have been tendered 
for any Candidate. 

Fob the East Wabd. — ^The Police Court Room, in 
the Town Hall. 

Fob the West Wabd.— The Treasurer's Office, 
adioinin^ the Town Hall. 

Fob the South Wabd.— The National School, in 
Eell's Lane, on Gateshead Fell. 

No Burgess can vote for more than one Assessor fo 
his Ward ; and no Burgess is eligible to be elected an 
Assessor who shall be of the Council, or the Town 
Clerk, or the Treasurer of the Borough. 

WILLIAM KELL, Town Clerk. 

Townhall, Gateshead, February 24, 1854. 
0^ 
BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

ELECTION OF AUDITORS. 

NOTICE is hereby given, that the Burgessess of the 
said Borough will assemble in the Townhall, in 
the said Borough, on Wednesday, the Firstday of March 
next, and elect from the persons qualified to be 
Councillors TWO AUDITORS for the whole Boroucli, 
and that the voting will commence at Nine o'clock in 
the morning, and will finally close at Four o'clock in 
the afternoon of the same day ; but the Presiding 
Officer is authorized to close the Poll at any time 
before Four o'clock, if one hour shall have elapsed 
during which no vote sliall have been tendered for any 
Candidate. 

No Burgess can vote for more than one Auditor ; 
and no Burgess is eligible to be elected an Auditor 



who shall be of the Ooandl, or the Town Clexk, or th« 
Treasurer of the Borough. 

WILLIAM KELL, Town Gerk. 
Townhall, Gateshead, February 24, 1854. 
- ♦ - ... - 

BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

ELECTION OF ASSESSOI^ FOR REVISINa THB 

BURGESS LISTS WITH THB MAYOR. 

NOTICE is hereby g:iven, that the Burgesses of the 
said Borough will assemble at the Townhall of 
the said Borouj^h, on Wednesday, the First day of 
Mareh next, and elect from the persons qualified to be 
Councillors TWO ASSESSORS for the whole Borough, 
to Revise the Burgess Lists with the Mayor^ ana 
that the voting will commence at Nine o'clock m the 
morning, and will finally close at Four o'clock in the 
afternoon of the same day ; but the Presiding Officer 
is authorized to close the Poll at any time before Four 
o'clock, if one hour shall have elapsed during which 
no vote shall have been tendered for any Candidate. 

No Burgess can vote for more than one person to be 
an Assessor ; and no Burgess is eligible to be elected 
an Assessor who shall be of the Council, or the Town 
Clerk, or the Treasurer of the Borough. 

WILLIAM KELL, Town Clerk. 
Townhall, Gateshead, February 24, 1854. 

■ ■ • ■ ■ 

TO CAPITALISTS, MEMBERS OF BUILDING 

SOCIETIES AND OTHERS. 

IMPORTANT SALE OF VALUABLE FREEHOLD 

AND LEASEHOLD LAND AND HOUSES. 

TO BE SOLD BY AUCTION, at Miss Murray's, 
Half Moon Inn, Gateshead, on Monday, the 6th 
of March, 1854, at 6 for 7 o'clock in the evening, 
Mb. NEILSON, Auctioneer. 

Lot 1.— All that Freehold DWELLING HOUSE, of 
6 rooms, with yard and outbuildings, together with a 
stable, byer, and two dwelling-rooms behind the same, 
let to Mr. F. Glenton, and in the sub-occup&tion of 
Mr. Freeman, situate at Low Bensham, near SaltweU- 
lane Gateshead 

Lot 2.— All that Freehold FIELD, adjoining lot 1, 
containing 3 acres or thereabouts, also let to Mr. F. 
Glenton. There is a superior seam of clay in this field, 
which can be worked at a small cost, and the situation 
of it is well adapted for building sites, or a market 
garden. Mr. Freeman will shew lots 1 and 2. 

Lot 3.— All tluit Leasehold GROUND, containing 
— yards, or thereabouts, situate in the Split Crow- 
lane, just thiv)ugh the Gateshead Toll Gate, Old Dur- 
ham Road. This ground is well laid out for building 
sites, and houses are in great request in this neigh- 
bourhood. 

Lot 4.— Are Two COTTAGES and a GARDEN, One 
COTTAGE and a HOUSE, of four rooms, all on the 
east comer of lot 3. The tenants will show lots 3 
and 4. 

Lot 6.«-A11 those Two valuable Freehold FIELDS, 
containing — acres, more or less, called the Jaw 
Blades Fields, near the Gateshead Fell Rectory, on the 
Old Durham Road, in the tenantcy of B. Bigger, Esq., 
being closely contiguous to the manu&cturiug villap^ 
of Carr's Hill. This land lies most advantageously for 
the erection of glass, potteiy, or other manufactories. 

Lot 6.— Two COTTAGES, on the west side of lot 5, 
and fronting the Old Durham Road, in the occupation 
of Mr. Storey and another. Rent £12 per annum. 
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THS GATBSHBAD TOWH-OOUKdlb 



DftVid 



Hftwks, Geocg* 
fliatar, John 
Faanoii,C. J. 

tAnitli, Jamofl 



ifHewitt, ; 
fUodgBon, &. W. 

Honter, Geocg* 
i*Hyinen, J. A* 
tlonn, F. P. 
fPAttenon, G. 
fSkelton, John 
fVleken, John 

Wilaon, James 



ooimaLLOis 

AUhiisen, Chris. 
tBrintoo, Oeoiss 
tOook,¥milMn 
fOrswahsy, B. 
f DoogUw, WUUsm 

Gsrtratt, C. 
tOfsj, Alex. Geo. 

Hsigiie. Peter 
#^ Those miurked (f) were present 

Ov Friday. March 17, a special meeiinff of the 
Ocrancil and Local Board of Health was held at the 
Townhally ^* to consider and detennine the measures 
to be adopted relative to a notice received of an in- 
tended application to the Conrt of Queen's Bench for 
the removal of the order of Ooundl, made on the 8th 
instant, lor the payment of j£119 16b. 4d., for Messrs. 
Griffith & Cnghton's disbnrsements as the attorneys of 
the Oornoration, in the defonoe of the action at the 
Boit of Mr. Septimus Anthony Gail, in order that its 
validity may be tested." 

The Matob having stated that he had convened 
the meeting, and explained its olject, 

The Town Cubbk read the following letter, headed 
*<Oail f. Matob, Aldbbmu, asd BvaaMSBs or 
Qatbshiad.'* 

Newesstle, 9th ICsreh, 1864. 

DBAmSiB» — We nnderstsnd that, at a meeting of the 
OcnumU and Loosl Board of Health for the horongh of Gates- 
heed, held yesterdsy, an order was made that the Treasurer 
ahooid pay out of the general district rate the sum of 
£119 16a 4d. to Messrs. Grtfflth ft Crighton for their dis- 
bursements as the attom«j8 of the Oorporation In the de- 
fonoe of the above action. As the attorneys for Mr. Septi- 
mus A. call, one of the raftepeyen of the borough and the 
phdntUf in the action, we give you notice, that an appUoa- 
tloii win be forthwith made to the Court of Queen's Bench 
for a ceriin j rar i to remove such order. In order that Its 
validity may be tested. Our ollent Is determined that the 
above sum shall not be paid out of the horou^ rates, but by 
ttose gentlemen who improperly Ineurred them. 
Tours truly, 

IXOLEDBW k DAOOBTT. 

wnUam Ken, Biq.. Town Clerk. 
We nnderstood tne Towv Clebk to say, in reply to 
Mr. HonoBOH, that the order of the 8ih mst., for pav- 
, was legally made, assuming the 



ment oi the money, was legally made, assuming the 
payment to be vahd. He believed the Treasurer had 
not Tot paid the monnr. " 

Mr. HoiHMOB said, he should like to hear whether 
the Treasnrer was the servant of the Corporation or of 
Messrs. lAgledew & Daggett t 

The Towv Clbbe stated that he had another letter 
to read, which would perhaps shorten the business of 
the meeting. 

Dean-street, Mareh 17. 1854. 

Dbab Sib,— We beg to give you notice that our client does 
not Intend to oppose the payment of the defendants' costs 
OBt of the borough rates any forther, and we are Instructed 
to withdraw the notloe sent you on the 9th Inst We now 
do so acoordln^y. Tours truly, 

Imolidbw ft Daqobr. 

William Ken, Bm., Town Clerk. 

Cries of <* Oh 1'^ followed the readuiff of this letter— 
which, the Town Clebk stated in remy to Mr. Skbit 
*0N, he had received that morning after 11 o'clock* 
Mr. HoDOSON said it was of a ^ieoe with much of the 
whole proceedings. It was neither proper nor decent 
to render the present meeting neceasaiy, and then 
send such a letter as tiits. 

Mr. Skbltov concurred with Mr. Hodgson that 
Ingledew & Daggett should better nave con- 



sidersd what th^ wars aboiit» before giving ft i 
which they were obliged to withdraw; and 
some remarks on the conduct of the Town Cio^ and 
on his evidence at the assises, as rsported in this Ob- 
server, It was not becoming, he said, that 1&. Kdl 
should have volunteered evidenoe against the Cotpoca- 
tion. 

Mr. HAUk the Town Surveyor, being caUod upon 
to explain his conduct, and, in particular, being askad 
by Mr. Aid. Cumkivb to state how he happened to go 
to the staking-out of the site at the end oif Oatherina- 
terrace, entered into the origin of the matter, and 
read passages from his report to the Coondl, giving 
detaiu which have appeared in our journal from tima 
to time, and which we have not room to recapitnlata. 

Mr. Htmbbs said, it was quite clear that the Comn 
dl were justified in what they had done. Th^ had 
acted as protectors of the public rights ; theqr wars 
most reluctant that law proceedings should take 
place ; and, much as those i>roceeding were to be rs* 
gretted, he thought it was in bad taste to giva tha 
notice which had been withdrawn. 

The Council resolved, on the motion of. Mr. Hona- 
soH, seconded by Mr. Skbuov, that a messenger be 
sent to the Treflurarer, requesting his attendance, thai 
they might know if he had carried out the order of tha 
Council ; and if not, why t 

Meanwhile, the Town Clbbk, at the request of tha 
Matbb, read section 140 of the Public Health Act >- 

*' That no matter or thing done, or contract entered Into^ 
by the Local Board of Health, nor any matter or thing done 
by any superintending Inspector, or any member of the said 
Loeal Board, or by the oiBoer of health, derii, surveyor. 
Inspector of nuimnoes, or other officer or nerson ' 



acting under the direction of the 
shall, if the matter or thing were done, or the contract were 
entered Into, bonajlde, for the purpose of eveeuting this act, 
snbjeot them, or any of them, personally, to any action, 
liability, claim, or demand whatsoever ; and any expense 
Incurred by such Local Board, member, officer of health, 
derk. surveyor. Inspector of nuimncee, or other officer or 
person act ng as Ust aforesaid, shall be home and repaid 
out of the general district rates levied under the authority 
of this act" 

The Matob : That setUes the question, I should 
think. 

Mr. floDOSov : So I thought, but I knew not what 

2uirk there might be c<mcealed to us, but apparent to 
liose who gave the notice. 

Mr. Hbwitt wished to know-^fortheinformation had 
not yet been given— how Mr. flail came to be present 
at the staking-out of the ground. How came it, too, 
that that circumstance was not made known to them 
until after the wall was built, and they were Involved 
inthelateproceedingst Their own servants seemed to 
be most hostile to them. Surely they should be for. 
and not against the CoundL The Council should 
have known the drcnmstanees of the * ' 
before they were committed to 
a cost to the public of four or 
(A Voice : Six.) 

Here, Mr. Pbabsb having entered the room, the 
Matob put some questions, and his replies amounted 
to this :— He had received the order, but had not paid 
the monev. He had refrained because of the notiee. 
He got, first, Messrs. Ingledew & Baasett's notice, 
addressed to himself; andaiterward8,Mr.Ij(«gBtafie. 
of the Town Clerk's office, delivered to him a second 
notice (a copy of the one sent to Mr. Kell). Ha 
called upon tne Town Clerk, who gave him no ad- 
vioe, either one way or other; and, thinking that ha 
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had btttar not run the risk of paying the money nntil 
the Oooneil knew of the notice, he kept it in blind. 

The TowH Clxbk stated, that on the receipt of the 
notioe whic^ he had read, ne had thought it adYisable 
to send a copy to the Mayor and the Treasurer. 

Ifr. PnABSa said, in reply to inquiries why he had 
neglected to obey the order of the Council, he thought 
most id the gentlemen present would have done the 
same, under the circumstances. 

It was remarked that any person might take a fancy 
to write to the Treasurer, prohibiting obedience to an 
Older; and surely the business of the Corporation 
mittt not stand still, to please any body's hreak. Mr. 
OooK suggested, that, for aught they knew, the notice, 
and its withdrawal, might be all a hoax. (Laughter.) 

The Town Clbbk was asked if an order of the 
Oooneil was not the Treasurer's sufficient warrant, 
whatever might ensue; and we understood him to 
TsplT, that if, before making payment, he should 
leoeiTe such a notice as the one now under considera- 
tton, and tiie order should prove to be illegal, the 
nsMmsibility might h\i upon himself. 

Mr. A. G. Gbat, with all deference to the Town 
OuEBK, demurred. Such a notice, he thought, would 
have no such c^ct. If a mandamus were served 
upon the Trrasure , then he would make the payment 
at his peril. Mr. G. added, that the Council were 
quite justified in the course which they had pursued, 
and were, he should say, perfectly regular. The 
Town Clerk had advised them at the outset that it 
was competent to them to employ other solicitors than 
hlmselj^ and had, with his own Iiand, sealed the 
retainer. It was regretted, seeing how the case had 
tamed, that any law proceedings should have taken 
place ; but there oould be no question of the regu- 
larity or the bona fides of the conduct of the Council. 
The Treasurer, he said, had acted, no doubt, from 
poper motives, though with too much caution. He 
thought tiie Town Clerk should have told him to pay 
the money. 

The Matob said, the Town Clerk was hardly likely 
to advise the Treasurer; for when he (the Mayor) 
lecaved the notice, and consulted Mr. Kell, he de- 
elined to advise him, and he was obliged to consult 
his solicitor, who recommended him to call a special 
meeting. The Town Clerk, he must say, was very 
candid. He said he must decline to give him any 
advice, the Coundl having withheld their confidence 
npom him. 

Mr. Honosoir : But that business was settled and 
done. (A Voice : We must liave a fresh Treasurer 
and Town Clerk.) 

The Tkeasubsr said, having first got one notice, 
and then another, he must confess he was afraid to 
make the payment. 

Mr. HoDosoir said, in reference to animadversions 
made on Mr. Pearse. he thought the Town Clerk 
was more in eiror. He absolutely declined to advise 
the Mayor what to do in relation to the notioe. His 
Worsliip. thus circumstanced, came to him (Mr. 
Hodgson), and they consulted Mewrs. Griffiths & 



Hodgson), 
Orighton. 



Orighton. He presumed they would have to pay 
those gentlemen themselves. (A Voice : 0, no 1 
they'll give that in.— laughter.) 

Mr. PsABsn undertook to obey the orders of the 
Council in future : and there was some further dis- 
euteioaas to the law of the case, during which the 



letters of Messrs. Ingladew & Daggett were severely 
commented upon. 

Mr. Hall, being amdn asked to name the parties 
bv whom he was called in, when the ground was 
about to be staked out, said he was present at the 
request of Mr. Gail, the purchaser, and Mr. Apedaile, 
the solicitor of the vendor. Mr. Hall repeated what 
passed on the ground. 

Mr. HxwiTT said, he ought to have apprised them 
of the circumstances before the wall was ouilt. 

Mr. Hall said he would have done so, if any doubt 
had remained on his mind. 

Mr. SKsu*ojr thought the Surveyor, instead of 
going to the Town Clerk, should have consulted the 
Council. 

Mr. Hewitt said, the Town Cleik, in this case, was 
the solicitor of the vendor. 

Mr. Skelton made some severe remarks on the con- 
duct of the Town Clerk— who, he said, had stooped to 
the office of collecting evidence for the plaintift, that 
he might give it against the Corporation. He had 
scratched up the earth under the hedge to make out 
the case of the plaintiff. Such conduct he could not 
but regard as most disgraceful, and he felt called upon 
to move a vote expressive of their want of confidence 
id the Town Clerk. 

Mr. Aid. Cummins regretted that such a motion 
"should be necessary ; but, with his sentiments, he 
could not decline to second it. 

The Mator said, the meeting being convened for 
special business, not embracing this motion, it was 
irregular. 

Mr. Cook concurred with the Mayor, and hoped the 
motion would be withdrawn. 

Mr. Aid. RoBsoN : Until next meeting. 

Mr. Cook would not say that. 

Mr. Ghat was sorry that such a motion had been 
submitted, and deprecatedsomeotthe remarks made by 
the mover. The Town Clerk might err in judgment, 
but his integrity was not to be impeached ; and it 
must be remembered that the result of the trial had 
accorded with his opinion. 

Mr. Hodgson also dissented from some of Mr. 
Skelton's remarks, but he agreed with others. Mr. 
EeU certainly volunteered evidence against the Cor- 
poration. 

Mr. Aid. RoBSON : I quite agree with Mr. Skelton. 

Mr. Beinton : And so do I. If the other side won 
the trial, it was in spite of themselves. They claimed 
the ground on the plea that a ditch ran along the 
hedge-bottom, and that they had a right to go to the 
outside of the ditch. That was the ground on which 
we were advised that the public had no right to com- 
plain of the wall, and that we had not a leg to stand 
upon. But at tiie last moment they were obliged to 
give up the ditch ; for their case had not a leg to stand 
on, so fiir as that was concerned. (A Voice : And they 
also said there was a wall by the side of the hedge, 
and thev were also obliged to give up the wall.) Tes I 
the wall and the ditch were both given up : and it was 
only because the hedge had not been kept close clipped, 
so that the public oould use the fiiU width or the 
path, that they got the verdict. They were all wrong 
to begin with, and won the trial against their own 
law, and contrary to the advice given to the Councfl. 

The motion was withdrawn, and the meeting broka 
up. 
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OATESHBAD FELL READING ROOM. 
Avthe second aimnal jotriM, held in the Pnblio 

Rooms, Gateshead Low Fell, on Wednesday, liareh 16, 

1864, the fbllowinfc address, partly antobioicraphical, 
written by the venerable President, Thomas Wilson, 
Esq., of Fell floase, (of the firm of Loeh, Wilson, 
& Bell, Walker Ironworks,) was read by his son, Mr. 

William Wilson :« 

FUnras andNBiamouBS,—! do not profess to d^ver 
yoa a lecture to-night :— I only mean to show yon, in a few 
wordst the importance of education to your children, and 
the beneflts It may confer upon them in after life ; to show 
yon, if It do not nltiniately ImproTe their social poeiti n, 
that it may be a constant sooree of information and amoae- 
ment, and secnre them hours of happiness such as are not 
to be obtahied In any other way. This I mean to do in as 
piain langnage as I can, so that yon may easily understand 
what I say. I do not pretend to teach the well-educated ; 
but those only who hare not been so fortunate as to enjoy 
the adyantsges of education at all, or in a very limited de- 
gree ; and to induce them to remedy this, as flur as possible, 
by educating their children. 

Mow. It Is naturally incumbent on erery man to provide 
himself with food and raiment by the labour of his hands, 
who has no other means of obtaining them. All other pur- 
auits must give way to this. The poor man Is obliged to 
make his children labour as soon as they are able ; but all 
men do not ton for tfaehr subsistence. Several, whose birth 
seems to have doomed them to a life of labour, build up 
their own fortunebj industry and good conduct, based upon 
a little learning in early life, improved by close application 
to boolcs in after years, when fewer hours are required for 
hOKMir. In short, they are what we call self-taught men. 

Much may be done In this way, and much has been done, 
by many who still labour for their bread, whilst they eiuoy 
all the pleasures arising flrom a well-stored mind, the result 
ofaweU-spentearlylife. This is a proof that the condition 
of a poor man will always be improved by education, and 
that even an escape flrom toil is not Impossible. 

Hien why not give your children a chance of advancing 
their condition, in aflbrding them the means by educating 
them f Ton say the chance of their success is so small, that 
yon despair of their arriving at the wished-for result t But 
why despair I We all know the thing is possible, as several, 
we are sure, have succeeded in placing themselves and 
femUies In respeotable situattons in life, who at their birth 
seemed apparently doomed to a life of toll. I know of one 
who, 70 years ago, had all the diffleultles to contend with 
that yon and your children can have had— who laboured 
In the pits, around where we are now standing, eleven 
years; commencing as a trapper In his eighth year, and 
toiUng throng every gradation up to that of a hewernirhen 
he was nhieteen. Then he ceased to labour in the coal 
pits ; but stin the struggle was to be continued, as the coal- 
pit was not a flattering testimonial for promotion to the 
very lowest situation where a littie learning is required. 
And this man, I am sure, had greater difficulties to sur- 
mount than boys have at this day. Trams, in his day, did 
not run upon iron plates as they do now ; nor are putters 
and trappers kept at this drudgery from 2 or 3 o'clock hi 
the morning tiU 8 or 9 o'clock at night, as they were then, 
having only about four hours for rest, and for a great part 
of the year never seeing the light of day fh>m the Sunday 
•venhignntU tiie Saturday sneoeedlng. There was Uttie 
ttane for learning here. 

There are many others who have raised themselves fh>m 
labour to eminent situations In life. There are, amongst 
others, two who have been so fortunate in this neighbour- 
hood— Charies Button, the late mattiematidan, and George 
Stephenson, the fkther of the gentieman who now stands at 
the head of our engineers. Thefbnner,ln eariylife, wrought 
faiLongbentonpit; and the latter attended an encine at 
XflUngwortii colliery. Georse Stephenson I knew welL He 
managed our engUie department at Walker ironworks up- 
wards of tUrty years ago. I oould name several others 
that have left htbour for respeetohle sitaations in life, ae- 
«rivsd by tbsir own ezertfons. 



Of oourse these are not every-day esses. I merely men* 
tion them to show how much it is possible for a poor maa 
to do, who has a littie education to oommenee with, and Is 
anxious to obtain more. But, without that, nothing can be 
done. With this, however, as a starting point, a maa so 
disposed may do a sreat deal by using all the mesas in hia 
power to instruct himself. This, however, will not adaiit 
of loitering and Idling away time, by haagmg about U^ 
ways and hedges or sitting In pnblio boosea 

I forget what author it Is who says that all our Ihnlts 
spring firom inability to be alone : — want of eadtenisnt 
amongst our youth, who live an Insipid life In an insipid 
home, and seek it at the publie house or amongst improper 
associates. Therefore, anything which gives tliem reewa 
tion at home or at the reading room Is one of the groatosi 
benefits which can be confbrred upon them. 

I am confident of this, and I believe your eiq^erienee wQl 
lead yon to concur with me, that intellectual and litssary 
pursuits will ever be found most valuable, as tempering, as 
well as enlightening, the days of prosperity and tlie hcsirs 
of joy ; whilst they are even more efBeacious in softening 
the pangs of grief, and rendering less poignant the many 
IwurB of sorrow which It is the lot of all of us to endnroL 

I would wish you to understand tliat tlie small edneatioB 
which a working young man gets at school only enables tihn 
to move in the right direction ; the rest must all dqpend 
upon himself; but, then, in a right-minded man, rea^ag 
and improving himself affords him tlie purest pleasnrss. 
Who would, then, forego this pleasure, seeing that It may 
be productive of such lasting beneflts f A maa shoold 
learn every day : his education should only cease with his life. 

We will now look at the snfeject in another point of viaw. 
The advantages of a moderate education are very numeroos* 
even if you fell in your endeavours to escape firam hard 
labour. Is there no satisfaction in knowing what otlieni 
are ignorant ot— in being more informed than they are f Is 
it nothing to be able to read the newspapers of the day t 
not only to Inform yourselves of what is passing around 
you, but seeing what is passing in fkr distant countries, aad 
becoming acquainted with all the extraordinary improv»> 
ments and discoveries that have taken place in our nativa 
land during the last thirty years f How much all these hava 
contributed to the comforts and conveniences of society. I 
need not point out:— yon are all able to see their value. 

I need not point out to you the plague and tronMe that 
are spared by the ludfer match, particularly to those of yoa 
who have f^uentiy required a light during the nifikt for 
the infant Instead of knapping for half an hour with fUnI 
and steel upon half-burnt tinder, as we of the olden time 
had often to do. you have a light icstantiy, without soaznely 
rising fl-om your pillow. Don Quixote's friend, flsnclio, 
blessed the man who invented deep ; but if you knew the 
trouble attending fUnt and steel operations, yon wonld 
doubly bless the man who produced the ludfer mateh.* 

Have not your own oountrymen been eminently sneesss 
fU in producing the wonders we see around na — soeh as 
travelling by steam on land and water, lighting yonrhoosea 

* That man was Mr. John Walker, of StodLton-npon-TeeL 
wlio still carries on business there as a chemist and 
druggist Chemical matches threatened the empire of flint 
and steel thirty or forty years ago; and in 18S7 M^- 
Walker was preparing some lif^ting mixture. He had 
dipped In a mateh, intending to make experiment la the 
then common mode, when accidentally he scrubbed It on the 
hearth, and it Ignited. A new light was thus thrown upon 
matdimaking, of which Mr. Walker was not slow to avaH 
himself. In April, 1827, he commenced the sale of frietloB 
matehes. For a box of 60 ludfbrs, with a piece of ssad- 
paper for friction, the charge was a shilling. A whole gross 
of boxes, gorged with matches, may now be had for about 
eighteenpence I Tlie Jurors^ Reports (Bxliibltion of 1861> 
refbr the appearance of the frietum matehes to tiie yesr 
1832. On the publication of these reports, we drsw the 
attention of Dr. Warren Ddame, one of the antfaon^ to 
the fkets now stated, and he courteously expressed his 
regret that be was not eartier acquainted with tb«m.-*Bn. 

ao. 
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fend flNeli wUh gM, haviiig yonr lettws aent netrly post- 
age free bj tiie penny poetege, end the eleotrlo telegreph 
oonvejlng Informetion with tbe speed of lightning f 

One hnndnd end flftj yeen ego, Intemperanoe was reef 
ptevalent in this ooantqr, even among men whose writings 
are an ornament to the land we lire in ; bat this destme- 
tlTe Tiee has been gradnaUy disappearing, as the taste fbv 
leading and the spread of knowledge hare increased. 
Beading gives home the purest happiness, and destroys the 
temptation for visiting public houses, and squandering tbat 
whidi ought to go to the ImproToment of the mind, and to 
add to yonr domestic comforts In Tarious ways. If this 
tanpto'vement oontinne as it has done for the last fifty 
years* and of which I liaTS no doubt, it will sooner and more 
"j destroy drunkenness than the system of teeto- 
I now so prevalent 

But the most Important adTantage arising from eduea- 
ilea is the enabling yon to read and understand the Scrip- 
tOMS — to make youraelTes well acquainted with thoee 
beantiftil p ree epts which Christ left us for our guidance 
tare^ and fbr our preparation for a foture state. Is it not 
of the utmost oonsequenoe that you should judge for your- 
•elTes In so Important a matter, as you are directed to do, 
f»thsr than rely entirely upon the opinions and teachings 
of others t Had men been always able to read and judge 
for themselTes, the persecutions and murders which hsTe 
raoed Ohristlanity could noTer have occurred. Nor 
they cease until knowledge make men ashamed of 
Intoleranoe, and determined to be no longer the tools of 
others. 

I win now dose these remarks with a few words, showing 
the present ImproTed state of our Tillage. A person who 
ttred here in the year 1810, has only to look round him to 
heeoovloeed of the great improvements that have taken 
piase on Gateshead Low Fell. Previous to that time it was 
merely a waste or Common, spotted with cottages, and in- 
habited principally by pitmen belonging the neighbouring 
eoUieries, with not a fbw wandering tribes who gained their 
bread by travelling the country during the summer, re- 
tomlng in the winter here, where they could rent a cottage 
»t a small expense ; and the common aflbrded them an 
OfBtpnt for their asses ; so that. In the Unguage of that day, 
our population consisted of tinkers, fows, and muggers. 
Our cottages were thatched with divots cut flrom the com- 
mon, and our soil was covered with quarries and coal pits. 
At the above time, a bill was passed for dividing the com- 
mon, which was the commenoement of our greatest im- 
provements. Much of the land was divided into small 
aUotments, which led to a general change In the appearance 
of the place. The pits and quarries were filled up with the 
leAise which had been taken out of them when working, so 
that in thecourse of afew years those unsightlyholeeandheaps 
nearly all disappeared, and the land looked as if they had 
never existed. After the division of the common our church 
was bollt, and a much better description of houses made its 
appearance. The travellers gradually left us, and our popu- 
lation increased in numbers and reepectabili^. Tlie new line 
of road to London, which was opened in 1886, helped us on 
amaxingly ; and ever since, as the Americans say, we have 
*' gone ft-bead," until the High Level Bridge is likely to unite 
US, in the course of time, with Gateehead and Newcastle. 
Already ssveral splendid buildings have made their appear- 
anee, near the Brick Dean, of various tasteftd orders of 
architecture. It behoves ns, therefore, to prepare our- 
selves for giving a snitable reception to such respectable 
neighbours as Gateshead and Newcastle; with whom the 
VSll, I have no doubt, will one day shake hands. 

Seeing, then, that we have so for Improved our vlllsge, 
and kept pace with the general enlightenment of the age, 
we must not halt now, with all the vastly-multiplied means 
of improvement now in our power. We are now supplied 
with plenty of useful books at little or no expense, with a 
comfortable room to read them In, tn% fh>m the inoon- 
venlenee of a large Ihmily. Are we, then, with all these 
advantages within our reach— advantagee such as our fbre- 
fothers never knew, to stand still and not avail ourselves 
of them, in cultivating thoee talents with which the Deity 
has endowed ns f Ton will reooUeet the rebuke the sin9- 
gard in Seriptore xeeelved for not tanproving the talents 



that he posssssed. Does not this show as that we are ex- 
pected to Improve the gifts that our Maker has given ns, as 
well as to use our best endeavours to improve our feUow 
men t Let us maintain a soooessfhl rivalry with those 
amongst the nel«hbouring vilhiges whose progress Is weekly 
surprising us in the papers of the day— and let us use every 
power which Ood has given ns to Improve end make happy 
thoee around us. Hiere are few without the power. In 
some degree, of pointing out to the Idle and thou^tless the 
comforts and pleasuree of* man who fhlflls the designs of 
Providence in cultivating his mind and helping forward the 
general improvement The man who has books and can 
read them is able to assist. He can choose his sulitieet ; 
and can either improve himself by study, or amnss himssif 
with worlcs of a lighter deserintion. Let me, then, impress 
upon you the duty of educating your children, and occnpy- 
ing your leisve time in your own Improvement, by reading 
and daily adding to your knowledge. 

It perhaps may not be out of place, here, to give yon * 
sketch of Mr. Samuel Barrass, one of the early beneflwtora 
of our calf-yard, and who for many years snooessfhlly 
taught a school close by Garter's Well (another great bene- 
factor of the phMM>. From this talented and wsll-iniisnned 
gentleman I got all the teaching I ever got, after I had 
learnt the alphabet with old Susan Arthur. Bewasaself- 
taught man, and I have been informed that his early years 
were speot in the coal-pits, and that, owing to an aoeident 
to one of his legs whilst there, he was induced to try to gain 
his bread in another way. He must have lud a foundation 
laid by some village teacher; but a never-tiring industry 
being combined with his good natural abilities, he made 
himself a good mathematician, and an intelligent, well-in- 
formed man. Getting my education in the evenings, after 
the labour of the day, I had an opportunity of witnessing 
the perseverance of this self-taught man in improving him- 
self in hii profession. He oommenoed increasing his know- 
ledge as soon as his day-scholars left and hia night-school 
began. During all the vacations, he told me, he was In the 
habit of visiting the most respectable aehoolmasters In the 
towns and vilh«es around hhn -so that he may be said 
literally to have often been on his travels In sesreh of 
knowledge. He did not, however, always oonflne hie jour- 
neys to the pUees around him, for after he had made hlm- 
eelf master of navigation, he set sail to Flnshhig, then a 
very flourishing port In Holland, to teach that usefhl sdenoe 
to the sailors there. This will be neariy 70 years ago. He 
was suooes e fal there, and returned with his pockets tolerably 
lined, built himself a very respectable house, and died, be- 
qneathing a little property for his children, and a eharmeter, 
for thefr example and imitation, more valuable than gold. 



Gatbshead Poob Law XJstiok.— The fortnightly 
meetinff was held on March 28, at the nnion workhouse. 
Present :— The Chairman ; Q. H. Ramsay, Esq.. J.P. ; 
and Messrs. Bobson, Cook. Crawshay. lonn, Monrow 
Brinton, Makepeace, Chirk (William), Murray, and 
Fawoett. The Clerk (Mr. Foreman) r^ the minutes, 
and ten notices of marriage. The returns showed that 
there were 194 inmates in the workhouse at the com- 
mencement of the fortnleht, and 184 at its dose* 
2,432 paupers had received outdoor relief in the first 
week of the fortnight, and 2,409 in the second, at a 
total cost of £284 188. ll^d., (£25 198. in kind, and 
the remainder in money). The books exhibited £106 
arrears due from Heworth, £35 from Byton, £60 from 
^rton Woodside, £25 from Stella, £372 lOs. from 
Whickham, and £251 2b. Id. from Winlaton. The 
Treasurer's balance due the union was £1.758 17b. Id. 
Cheques were issued to the amount oi £564 7b. lid. 
Some ordinary business was transacted, and theperio- 
dical contracts were then let as followB: — Bread, 
flour, oatmeal, peas, barleyf butcher-meat, milk, not 
contracted for. Groceries, Mr. Qeoige Bell, tea Ss. 4d«, 
coffee Is. 14., soap 43b., sugar 36s. : dothing mate- 
rials, Messrs. J. i W. BohMn; ready-nuidis doihia, 
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Mr. J. F. Brett ; iron bedsteads, Mr. Hawdon, 2l8. 
each ; eoals^ Mr. T. Neilson, Ids. per 64 cwt. 

GATESHEAD DISPENSARY. 

A SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING of the 
GOVERNORS of the GATESHEAD DISPEN- 
SARY, will be holden in the Townhall, Ghiteshead, on 
MONDAY, the 3d dav of April, at 12 o'clock, for the 
pnrpose of ELECTING a RESIDENT MEDICAL 
OFFICHBR, who is required to be a Member of one of 
the Royal Collei^es of Surifeons, or a Licentiate of 
Apothecaries* Hall. Candidates must send their 
Testimonials to the Secretary on or before Monday, 
the 27th inst. WILLIAM EELL, Secretary. 

Gateshead, March 3, 1854. 

♦ — 

TO THE GOVERNORS OP THE GATESHEAD 

DIFPENSARY. 

MY LORDS, LADIES, AND GENTLEMEN, — 
Permit me to thank you for the most courteous 
reception I have invariably met with during my 
canvass — ^the success of which makes me confident of 
being elected to the House-Surgeoncy of your in- 
valuable Charity. 

I have the honour to be. 

My Lords, Ladies, and Gentlemen, 

Yours obediently, 
W. YOUNG, L.A.S.K 
South Shields, March 25. 

TO THE GOVERNORS OP THE GATESHEAD 

DISPENSARY. 

■myTY LORDS, LADIES, and GENTLEMEN,— 
Jj/JL Permit me to return you my thanks for the 
kind reception you Rrave me during my Canvass for the 
Office of House Surgeon to your excellent Charity, 
and at the same time to remind you that the Election 
takes place on Monday next, April 3, at noon, when 
I earnestly beg the fiftvour of your presence and sup- 
port. 

I am, my Lords, Ladies, and Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Servant, 
JOHN HUME. 
Korth Shields, March 30th, 1854. 

TO THE GOVERNORS OF THE GATESHEAD 
DISPENSARY. 
■myTY LORDS, LADIES, and GENTLEMEN, — 
jjfJL After a most flattering reception at your hands, 
nermit me to remind you that the Day of Election is 
fixed for the 3d of April, and that your presence alone 
is necessary to realize the expectation which my 
canvass has induced me to form. 

I shall ever retain a deep sense of your kindness, 
and I trust by your generosity to be placed in a posi- 
tion to deserve and maintain its continuance. 
I have the honour to be. 

My Lords, Ladies, and Gentlemen, 

Your humble and obedient servant, 
T. W. CHASTER^ L.A.S.B. 
3y Saville-row, March 18, 1854. 

♦ ■ ■ 
Blaok Bvlii Iirir, G4KrESHBAD. — The enterprising 
host, Mr. Brinton, starts his new cabs on Thursday, 
the 6th April. Several of his friends, at whose 
instance he entered upon this movement, have 
lesolved to inaugoxate the undertaking in the '* good 



old English" fashion of a dinner; which, if it be a 
*^ hackneyed'* one, is therefore the more appropriate 
to the occasion. We believe that thoy will oe glad of 
the company of any <* go ahead" friend of smooth and 
comfortable *' progress" who may choose to join them 
on the evening of the above-named day, if he will 
only intimate his intention to "mine host" a little 
beforehand. 

Gateshead Fell Reading Rooxs.— The toiree has 
left a handsome balance in the hands of the treasurer 
(Thomas Wilson, Esq.), which will be expended in 
improving the library. The Countess of Strathmore 
ana Mrs. John Greene have each subscribed j£l, and 
Mrs. R. W. Hodgson 10s., towards the funds. 

THE GATESHEAD TOWN-COUNCIL. 
MATOR. COUNCILLORS ifHewitt, Jsmes 

Haggle, David ' Allhusen, Chris. fHodgBOD, R. W. 
ALDBRMKN. fBrintoii, Oeorge Hunter, George 
fCummins, T. fOook, William Hymers, J. A. 

Hawks, George fCrawshay, B. Icon, F. P. 

liister, John Douglas, WlUlam fPatterson, O. 

Pearson, C. J. Garbutt, C. fSkelton, John 

fRobaon, Joseph Gray, Alex. Geo. f Vickers, Jolm 
fSmith, James fHaegie, Peter fWilson, James 
#9* Those marked (f) were present 

An adjourned meeting was held on April 6th, at 
the Townhall. In the absence of the Mayor, Mr. 
Alderman Smith was called upon to preside. 

The minutes were read. 

The Town Clebk stated that he had receiyed a letter 
from Mr. Swinburne calling in the money (£1,000) 
lent on moi-tgage of the Townhall by Mr. W. B. 
Hunter. It was trust-money, and had now become 
divisible. Six months' notice was given, but it would 
be convenient if the loan could be repaid on the 1st of 
May, when the interest was due. It had been sug- 
gested, said Mr. Eell, at a previous meeting, that 
some portion of the corporate debts should l>e dis- 
charged ; and if the borough- rate now due from the 
Overseers were paid up, it would not be necessary to 
replace by a loan more than half the money now 
called in. 

Mr. Honosov moved that the Overseers be called 
upon by the Town Clerk to pay up the arrears forth- 
with^ Seconded by Mr. Peteb Uaogib, and carried. 

Mr. Aid. BoBsoK said, a friend of his could advance 
what more was needed, at a moment's notice, to enable 
the Corporation to comply with Mr. Swinburne's letter. 

Mr. Cook : At what rate of interest t 

Mr. Aid. RoBsoN : 44 per cent. 

The Town Clerk read a report from the Watch 
Committee, from which it appeared that P.O. Ander- 
son had enlisted in the Life Guards, giving no notice 
to the Committee. P.O. Miller now occupied his 
place. The report (which was confirmed) recommended 
an addition of £5 to the salary of Superintendent 
Schorey, 

Mr. Aid. RoBsoB presented a report from the Public 
Health Committee, touching on a variety of subjects. 

1. The General Board of Health required rurther 
information as to the sewerage of the eastern district 
of the town, to enable Mr. Henrv Austin, CB^ to 
come to a satisfiictory decision thereon. — ^The Town 
Surveyor was instructed to furnish the requisite in- 
formation. On the suggestion of the Town Olbbk. it 
was resolved to forward, also, the annual rateable 
value of the district affected by the proposed sewer- 
age :-^nfbrmation which would be required before 
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money would be lent, and which, if sent now, mi8:ht 
prevent delay hereafter. Mr. Cook expressed a hope 
that money would not be borrowed until it was ac- 
tually wanted. As he had stated before (although 
the statement had been called in question in a news- 
paper published in the borough), money borrowed for 
the Baths and Washhouses at 4 per cent, was lying in 
the Commercial Bank at 2}.* 

2. Mr. Cook had written to the Committee intima- 
ting his intention to enclose with a wall his land at 
Woodbine-place, and wishing to come to some arrange- 
ment as to his lx>undary line next the Stony Flats 
road, at the back of Sedgwick-place. The Town Sur- 
yeyor, it appeared, was of opinion that the line of the 
quicks was Mr. Cook's boundary ; while his solicitor 
advised him that he was entitlea togo four feet beyond 
that line. The Town Clerk, being called upon, read 
the award under which the common lands were en- 
doeed. It required the allottees to put duwn, on the 
lines of the stakes inserted by Mr. Bell, a hedge, a 
mound, or a wall. If a wall, to be erected on the 
line of the stakes. If a hedge, the owner to have the 
privilege of using four feet beyond for purposes of 
scouring. Roads to be 26 feet wide. In this case, it 
appeared that the road, measured from the quicks on 
the one side to the wall on the other, ranged from 
24 feet 2 inches to 24 feet 10; so that either the 
original lines had not been laid down in accordance 
with the award, or, in the erection of Sedgwick-place, 
an encroachment had been committed. Mr. Aid. 
CoMMiKS said, he could assure the Council that in 
erecting Sedgwick-place the wall had been scrupu- 
lously carried along the line of the stems, without the 
slightest encroachment. There was a long discussion, 
in which the case of *' Gail v. Corporation" was again 
brought before the Council, and the Town Clerk 
stated, in reply to a reiterated allusion to his volun- 
teered evidence, that he was not a volunteer witness :^ 
he appeared on a subpoena. Mr. Hodosok reminded 
him that he had sought out evidence on the spot, and 

E'ven it in court : — Mr. Watson, he supposed, must 
Lve had it in his briel;^ that two persons could not 
walk on the path abreast, and, that the ashes did not 
come within a certain distance of the stems. The 
Town Clerk said, the evidence as to the asl^ was ' 
not given in reply to Mr. Watson, but, on cruss-ex- 
amination, in replv to Mr. Knowles. A trench had 
been dug, and he had examined the earth. The re- 
sult of that examination he should have stated just the 
same, if it had made U[ainst, instead of for, the plaintiff. 
In giving hisevldencene stmplystated &cts.— It isneed- 
lees to go into all the details of the discussion of Mr. 
Cook's case, since he oftered to leave the ouestion to 
the decision of any competent referee, and tne Council 
named Mr. Thomas Bell, of Newcastle, with permis- 
sion to Mr. Cook to be heard by his legal adviser, Mr. 
Swinburne. Mr. Bell to decide whether the line of the 
stems is Mr. Cook's boundary, or some line further 
west ; and his decision to be final. 

3. Tenders had been received for the removal of 
household refuse and street sweepings, and the carting 
of street materials. The Committee recommended 
that Mr. John Eden's be accepted. — Agreed to. 

* It WM stated, at the time, that the money was borrowed 
at 6 per cent ; and '* a newspaper published in the bo- 
Tough** replied that the ratepayers would have to pay no 
more than 4. We have no reeoUeetion that we ever called 
in question any other statement made on the sul^^t of the 
Interest^BD. 0.0. 



The report, which dealt with various other matters—^ 
(road improvements, nuisances, plans of new houses, 
&c., &c.) was confirmed, subject to the resolutions of 
the Council. 

Mr. Sk ELTON rose to bring forward a motion, and 
re<^uested the Town Clerk to retire. (The Town Clerk 
retired.) Mr. Skelton said, he proposed to renew the 
motion which, the last meeting Deing convened for 
special business, could not then be entertained. He 
referred to Mr. Keirs conduct prior to and during the 
late proceedings at law. His connection, he said, 
with the vendor of the site at Catherine-terrace, and 
his relationship to the purchaser, should have ren- 
dered him peculiarly guarded and circumspect, and 
yet his conduct throughout had been that of a par- 
tisan. Mr. Skelton, having reviewed the circum- 
stances, moved a resolution expressive of want of con- 
fidence in the Town Clerk, ana especially in regard to 
the case of '* Call v. Corporation. He trusti^ that 
the Council would mark its sense of the Town Clerk's 
conduct ; or, if not, that the ratepayers would mark 
their sense of the conduct of the Council. 

Mr. Aid. Cummins seconded the motion, and, allud- 
ing to thousands of pounds lost by the Corporation, 
threw the responsibility on their legal adviser. 

Mr. Aid. RoBSON concurred in the motion. Thev 
were thwarted by the Town Clerk, instead of assisted. 

Mr. Peter Hagoie supported the motion on the 
ground that he could have no confidence in tiie sound- 
ness of the Town Clerk's decisicms. He was sorrv to 
have to vote for such a motion; but if the Town 
Clerk could not see that they had no confidence in 
him, they must say so. 

The Deputy Mayor said, it must be borne in mind 
that, if they had been guided by the Town Clerk's 
decision, at the commencement of the late dispute, 
there would have been no legal proceedings. 

Mr. Brinton said, the Town Clerk's opinion was 
given on a wrong assumption, as he had stated at the 
special meeting. Mr. Eell proceeded on grounds 
which the plaintiff was obliged to abandon. He would 
vote for the motion. 

The motion was put, and carried nem. oofi. 

Mr. Skelton, as all hands were not held up, called 
for the names being taken down. 

Mr. Cook said, he did not vote simply because he 
was not master of the subject, not havmg been in the 
Council when the proceedings in question originated. 

The meeting broke up. 

TO THE WORSHIPFUL THE MATOB OP 
QATESHEAD. 
Town Hall, Qateshead, 6th April, 1864. 

Dear Sir, — The Council having yesterday come to 
a resolution ** That this Council and Local Board of 
Health have a want of confidence in their Town Clerk, 
chiefly firom his conduct in the matter Cail v, 
Tbb Corporation," it becomes imperative upon me 
at once to announce to you, as Chief Magbtrate of the 
Borough, the course which I intend, in consequence, 
to pursue. It not having been the pleasure of the 
Council that I should be present at their proceedings, 
or that any opportunity of explanation should be 
afibrded to me, lam necessarily without information 
as to what may have passed on this occasion, other 
than that which is to be collected from the terms of 
the resolution. 

It would appear, then, that to the line of oondnct 
puBued by me with reference to the dispute between 
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the Ooundl and Mr. Gail, this vote is to be attributed. 
On this aooount it becomes proper for me shortly to 
recapitulate what my conduct nas been as the legal 
adviser of the Council. When I was consulted as to 
the legality of pulling down Mr. Gail's wall, I gave to 
the matter, as was my dutv, a full and anxious con- 
aideration ; and I came to the conclusion that such an 
act could not be justified, and would, in all probability, 
involve the boorough in much litigation, without, in 
my jud^ent, any reasonable prospect of success. 
That opinion I intimated to the Council, and very 
fully stated the grounds upon which it was founded. 
This attempt of mine to dissuade them from the course 
which they contemplated was not successful; and 
without, so &r as I have heard, any other lesal opinion 
having been obtained, the wall was pulled Sown. 

In consequence of this, proceedings were taken by 
Mr. Cail against the Corporation. The defence of these 
proceedings was not entrusted to me. I merely advert 
to this circumstance to show that I could not be in 
wav res^nsible for the result ; but I cannot even 
make this allusion, without expressing my conviction 
that the hiRhly-respectablefirm who, on that occasion, 
represented the Corporation, omitted notiiing calcu- 
lated to ensure their client's success. 

I was compelled to attend this trial, having been 
subpoenaed by both parties ; and, under the solemn 
obligation of an oath, I had to state such facts as were 
within my knowledge. 

The result of the action was unfiftvourable to the 
Corporation, as I had from the beginning anticipated : 
ana the advice which I had given was UiuB sustainea 
by the decision of the Court 

It would appear that my offence has been the offering 
to the Council advice which was distasteful to them, 
and which, if followed, would have saved much un- 
pleasantness, and a large and useless expenditure in 
coats. 

1 have had the honour of fiUingthe office of Town 
Qerk since the Municipal Reform^ill gave Gkkteshead 
a CouncU: and, during that somewhat lengUiened 
period, I have endeavoured futhfiilly, and without 
rear or favour, to discharge my duties to the borough. 
I regret that on this late occasion it should have been 
thouffht proper to withdraw from me the confidence of 
the Council, but I also feel that no act of mine has 
warranted such a withdrawal. 

It is impossible for me to continue to hold my office 
after this resolution of the Council. I have, in conse- 
quence, to state, that at the first meeting of the body 
over which yon preside, I shall place my resignation 
in their hands. In the meantime the ordinary duties 
€f the office shall be attended to. 

I remain, dear Sir, yours fi^ithfully, 

WILLIAM KELL. 
— ♦ 

THE GATESHEAD TOWN CLERKSHIP. 

It will excite no surprise, in those who have 
read our notice of the proceedings at the Townhall 
on Wednesday last, to find in another page the 
letter of the Town Clerk to the Mayor, intimating 
his intention to place his resignation of office in the 
hands of the Council at the next quarterly meeting. 
Under the cireumstances, a gentleman of any spirit 
had no other course left to him. 

However much we may regret the mptore, it 



does not come upon us unexpected. Ever linee 
the Town Clerk felt himself precluded by his posi- 
tion from advising the Mayor, we foresaw that, 
sooner or later, in some way or other, a separation 
must take place. We did not, indeed, anticipate 
that the step which rendered his resignation im- 
perative would be taken in his absence— during an 
exclusion which, however well-meant, was certainly 
not well-conceived. But we were prepared for tha 
event ; and we can only regret that Mr. KelTs 
long tenure of office should end otherwise than 
agreeably on both sides. More able puhlio ser^ 
vants there may be : — but one more attentive, 
laborious, and conscientious, it would be impossible to 
find. Less than this we could not say : — ^we will not 
say more. From the beginning, we have abstained 
from taking any part in the proceedings which 
have led to this issue. We have done so, because 
we were persuaded that our interference oonld be 
of no pubho benefit ; and, for the same reason* we 
preserve our abstinence— expressing nothing beyond 
our hope that the prospective vacancy will be sup- 
plied by the Council for the public good. 

-' - ♦ — 

GATESHEAD DISPENSARY. 

Thb election of a House Surgeon, in the place of the 

late Mr. Charles Brown, was held on April 3, at 

noon, in the Townhall, (Mr. Alderman Robson in the 

chair). 

Mr. T. W. Craster was nominated bv Mr. Cornelius 
Garbutt, and seconded by Mr. John Edwards. 

Mr. John Fen wick nominated Mr. John Hnme^ 
who was seconded by Mr. Phillips. 

The credentials and testimonials of the candidates 
were read. 

Whilst the poll was in progress, Mr. Clephan moved 
the confirmation of a resolution of the committee, 
raising the a^mual salary of the House Surgeon firom 
£S0 to £100. Mr. B. J. Prockter and &&. Joshua 
Watwn seconded the motion, and it was carried una- 
nimously. 

The voting papers were then cast up, and the result 
ascertained to be — 

Mr. CraAter 62 

Mr. Hume 25 

Whereupon the Chairman declared Mr. Craster to 
be duly elected, and Mr. Craster returned thanks. 

The Secretary (Mr. William Kell) moved a vote of 
thanks to Mr. Rowland, who had temporarily held 
the office, and inven the hii(hest satisnction to the 
Committee, to the Medical Stafi^, and to the poor. 
Being under a^e, he could not legally qualify for the 
office, or he believed he might say that eveiy gover- 
nor who had witnessed the manner in which he had 
performed his duties would have voted for him. (Ap- 
plause.) 

Mr. Clephan seconded the motion, and said, it was 
with much regret that the Committee had felt obliged 
to declare a vacancy while Mr. Rowland was legally 
ineligible to become a candidate, beins: fully imprened 
with a conviction of his professional and mond fitness 
for the appointment. • He had strong claims upon 
them, from the readiness with which he had stepped 
I in to the assistance of the charity in a season of emer- 
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gency; and the grateful acknowledgments of the 
sovernorB were also due to the House Committee of 
tne Newcastle Infirmary, by whom Mr. Rowland had 
been set free, in a kind and neighbourly spirit, for the 
■enrioe of the Gateshead Dispensary. (Applause.) 

Mr. Alderman Smith warmly supported the mo- 
tion ; and the Chairman said he had greht pleasure in 
putting it to the meeting. It was carried by acclama- 
tion. 

On the suggestion of the Secretary, Mr. Qarbutt 
moYed an instruction to the Committee to revise the 
rules, and submit them, as amended, to the considerar 
tion of the next general meeting of the governors. 
Mr. Aid. Smith having seconded the motion, it was 
adopted. 

Ttie Treasurer (Mr. John Eimpster) moved the 
thanks of the meeting to the Chairman, and the pro- 
ceedings closed. 

^ ■ - 

®&ituars {Notice. 

Dim, on the 31st ult., at Greenwich, Mr. Edward 
RiDDLB, F.R.A.8., Master of the Mathematical 
School, Royal Hospital, of that place, a situation 
which he had held for 30 years. He was one of the 
most distinguished of the many eminent mathemati- 
cians who mive been reared within the watershed of 
the Tyne. Mr. Riddle was bora at Troughend, in 
1788, and first kept school at Olterburn, on Reed- 
water, a village not less interesting from its romantic 
situation than from its historical associations. Here 
he became acquainted with the late Mr. James 
Thompson, a person well known in these parts for up- 
wards of half a century, and who was remarkable for 
his knowledge of many branches of science, as well 
as for considerable attainments in mathematics. It 
is not improbable that Mr. Riddle derived from him 
that taste for the sciences which clung to his mind 
with such tenacity to the end of his life. What ren- 
ders this more likely is, that about that time, before 
he was 20, he made an electrical machine with his 
own hands, and with it showed the ordinary pheno- 
mena produced by that instrument. At that period it 
is easily imagined with what wonder and alarm a ring 
of rustics would feel the electric impulse sent through 
their bodies with a sensation unknown before. 
And still they gazed, and still the wonder grew, 
That one small head should carry all he knew. 
Prom Otterburn Mr. Riddle removed to Whitburn, 
in the county of Durham ; and while there, in 1810, 
his name fii-st apneared in the Ladies^ Diary ^ then 
under the editorship of Dr. Hutton, whose friend he 
subsequently became, and who rendered him such 
important assistance in advancing his success in life. 
It thus appears that at the age of 22 he had made 
great progress in mathematical studies. For many 
years he continued to be a distinguished contributor 
to the Ladies* Diary y in which his solutions were al- 
ways remarkable for beauty and accuracy. In the 
years 1814, 1819, Mr. Riddle obtained the prize given 
by the editor of that famous periodical. He told the 
writer of this notice that the complete mastery of 
Playfair's Euclid, which he accomplished about this 
time, had produced such an effect upon his mind as 
to render the acquisition of any other matheinaticai 
subject easy. After eon tin nine seven years at Whit- 
bura, Mr. Riddle, through tne recommendation of 
Dr. Hutton, was appointed Master of the Trinity 
House School, Newcastle, in which he remained 



seven years, proving by his energy and abilities of the 
greatest service to the nautical education of the port, 
which had previously been in the lowest possible 
state. In 1821, while Master of the Trinity House 
School, Mr. Riddle made an extensive series of obser- 
vations to ascertain the longitude of that school, and 
'* to determine, by actual experiment, what confidence 
may now be placed in the results of lunar observa- 
tions." The mean loneitude was found to be 1 de^. 
37 min. 17 sec. W. Tnese observations are given in 
a table in his remarks on the present state ot Nautical 
Astronomy, published in 1821, and dedicated to the 
Master and Brethren of the Trinity House, New- 
castle-upon-Tyne. This little essay is admirably 
written, and proves that he was as able to become the 
historian of Science as to extend her boundaries. In 
1821, by the same powerful influence of Dr. Hutton. 
he was appointed Master of the Upper School, Royal 
Naval Asylum, Qreenwich, where he remained till 
the period of his retirement in 1851. Soon after his 
removal to London, he became a member of the Royal 
Astronomical Society, to which he contributed several 
valuable papers. Mr. Riddle was one of the council 
of that learned body, and took an active part in all 
its plans for the fl^lvancement of science. In the 
third volume of the Transactions of the Society, there 
is an able paper by him, ^' On Finding the Kates of 
Timekeepers," in which he showed how this could be 
done without a transit instrument. To amateur astro- 
nomers, and to sea&ring men, not having access to 
such an instrument, his method must be very useful. 
In the twelfth volume of the same Transaction^ ap- 
peared another of his papers, " On the Longitude of 
Madras by Moon-Oulminatin^ Observations," which 
is very elaborate, and contams many valuable for- 
mulas and remarks. The most valuable work, how- 
ever, which ever came from Mr. Riddle's pen, is his 
** Treatise on Navigation and Nautical Astronoiny." 
It was an immense improvemeat on the empirical 
compendiums in vogue when it appeared, oombming, 
as it did, pi*actice and theory in luminous order. It 
forms a course of mathematics for the nautical man, 
containing as much algebra and geometry as is neces- 
sary for the demonstrations of the various problems 
which it comprehends. It is a text book in the 
Ro^al Navy. Mr. Riddle was noted for the surprtsinr 
quickness and accuracy with which he took celestiu 
observations. Shortly after his retirement in 1861, 
his bust in marble was presented to him by a large 
number of friends, accompanied with the expression 
ot their high esteem for his worth both as a public 
and private man. It was presented in the boys' de- 
partment of Greenwich School — the Admiral and all 
the officers attending in full uniform. These were de- 
serving honoura, for a lonn;, useful, and honourable 
life. He retired on full salary. His son, John 
Riddle, F.R.A.S., a worthy son of a worthy sire, 
succeeded him as head master of the Mathematical 
School at Qreenwich Hospital. D. 



Qatbshead:-— The Event of the Week. — Tlie 
event of the week has been the anpearance in our 
streets of the Black Bull cabs and hackneys, Mr. 
Brinton having launched his new enterprise on Thurs- 
day, April 6, to the local tune of " Wylam, away !" 
Handsome coaches, good horseflesh, and liveried 
drivers, were much admired ; and " canny Newcastle" 
was 80 blinded by the beauty of one of the coroneted 
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QatseAMld vdileles, that when it stopped ^i the door 
^^l6iMicihst9tat!ofi, firhe made the iDquiry "what 
noMewaSA's^triaieft was!" We cannot have the 
gKghtest^ubt Of the saecess, of the erpiecalation, if 
Mft B¥iftt<*itAii only Vealixe the "p'rOtnise" which, 
Kk» "tite-cm^," Woiild seem t6 t^ "made only to 
be 1**ken" — taamely, the stereotyped ^promise of 
"l«c^ invert." On Thnrsday evening, several 
Mends ^f the nndeitaking as&fembled at the Black 
Aid! to dinner, We chair ^as bccnpied by John 
ik^m, Esq. : vice, John SoweAy^ E^, There were 
alM> pi^^^^t— Alderm;^ Onrnmins, Smith, Lister, and 
MMa 5 Ootmcillora Hodgson, Hunter, and Douerlas ; 
tt^ Messrs. Ralph Wylam (who handselled the cabs), 
WilllMn Wylam, Michael Oreen*, Johh Pdtts, Francis 
Bennett, J. E. Wilkinson. Forster Walkter, Daniel 
Bobson, J. E\air», H. L. Monro, John Robson, T. 
Robso% €teoi^ MUlet, J. A. Hedl6r, &c.: &c. The 
cMnpany dined handsomely and passied the evening 
pleasantly. The worthy landlord had provided good 
&e for his guests ; ^d, in return, they wished him 
good"fwes." 

» 

BOARD OF GUARDIANS. 
Oatehbm) Poob Law Uiriex. ^ The fbrtniffhtly 
meeting of the Guardians was held on April 11. 
Present:— The Chairman (Cornelius Garbntt, Esq.), 
and Messrs. Crawshay, Cook, Makepeace, Ibrni, 
Biint^, Robson, and Fawcett. The following retuhis 
were laid on the table :-^Inmates of the workhouse ftt 
the commencement of the fortnight 184, and at its 
dose 169. Recipients ot outdoor relief, first week of 
the fortnight, 2449, at a cost of ^150 3s. 4td. : second 
week, 2412, at a cost oi j£l35 13s. 9d. Cheaues were 
Upaed at the meeting for £60d 48. lid., including 
ch^uesjbr relieving officers, and one for £56 10s. 6d« 
to Mr. Gail, and another for £100 to Mr; Pea^n, in 
niyment for the new buildings at the workhouse. Mr. 
Pearson's bill amounted to ;£162 10s., bnt some com- 
plaints were made of alleged defectiveness of one of 
the walls, and the cheque issued was only for £100. 
A letter was read from Mr. Wilson, the medical officer, 
recommending that a competent nurse be employed 
for the patients in the workhouse. It was resolved 
that a nurse should be sought after. A letter was 
read from the Poor Law Board, pointing out that 
receipts of relieving officers to the union treasurer 
were exempt from stamp duty. The Clerk, Mr. 
Foreman, read a statement showing that Whickham 
had paid to the treasurer during the fortnight £25, 
leavmg £347 10s. still due ; Wjnlaton £35, leaving 
£216 2s. Id. ; Stella had paid £25^ Ryton Woodside 
£36, and Heworth £155. Gateshead had paid £27 
towards next quarter's call; Balance in the treasurer's 
hands after the payment of the cheques^£632 138. 7d. 
^The Chairman mentioned that Mr. Henderson, of 
the Smith's Arms, had placed in his hands^ to be dealt 
^ith as the Board thought fit. a bank-book showuig 
that an inmate ot the union workhouse named Bennett 
an did blacksmith, had £3 Qs. 9d. in the savinss' 
bank. The depositor being an inniate of the work" 
honse, the money, it appeared, legally belonged to the 
union ; but after some conversation the genend opinion 
seemed to be that the union should net exerelse their 
right ; and on the motion of Mr. Gooik, seconded by 
Mr. Crawshay, it was resolved that the book be 
returned to the orij^inal owner, that he might purchtt* 
j^y addition to hu comforts in the worluiouse^ or do 



with it as he itiought fcroper. tThe Board then pro- 
ceeded to the relief of the poor. Before breaking op. 
Votes of thanks were passed to the Chairman and Yice- 
Chairman for their services daring the year. 

GATESHEAD POOB LAW UNION. 

The remit of the ekdion ^ G«srdiaM fi* tfti6 
ensuing year (1854-5) has this imA been <LetkMd« 

Chopwell, William Cochrane Can*. 

Crawerook, Robert Olark. 

Rj/ton, Robert Simpson. 

R^on Woodnde, Joseph AndcttsOli. 

iSltena, WilUam Cook. 

Wikickkam, John Btttflge WilktssMi, AobdH rireMMl, 
Bobert ^rummcmd, John BaoMayv 

ITintotOM, Joseph Oo^en 149, OuthheH QiomiMm, D{^ 
Joseph Laycock 126, R. S. Bagnsll 118^ Andrew niompeen 
86. (Not elected, Thomas Howdon 79.) 

fftworth, Thomas Gallon 842, William Qazk ^1, Oeorge 
Marray 228, John B. Makepesce 213, Thomas C. Tomlin 207, 
Thomas 6AO««rdoii 127. (Koi elected, W. W. Pattlneon llS, 
H. L. Pattinaon 79, T. 0. Watson 71, R. W. Hodgson 57, &. 
Fonter54,WiiUaiaOook 24, *t. H. Bafliett 18, Jattes 
Barclay 13.) 

GateshmdL Oornelius Garbntt 514, Joeeah Robeon 492, 
Wimam Cook 462, John Greene 436, t>vnd Ha^gie d76» 
John Sowerby 3t)9, George BHnion 307, James Smith 300. 
R. W. Hodgson 281, V. 0. Angos 277. (Not elected, t)hyw. 
Gaddy aS5> WLiUam Brown 250, A. G. Gray, 203, JtoiStt 
Wilson 20a, Jonathan Bobson 104» Balph ICorton lt4, 
Samuel Neville 161, George Haater 138, ArehilMad tagiBMl 

THB HANOVSR-SQUARB OONG&^QATtOir, 

NEWCAStLE. 

CHURCH OF THE DlTlKfi UKMJt. 

Wi^Hiii the last few years, we have been called on 
to record the erection of many new churches and 
chapels in this district — ^Episcopalian, Roman Catholic, 
Presbyterian, Baptist, Independent and Methodist. 
The bnildin^ and rebnildingt of places of worship is. 
indeed, one of the peculiar features of otur times ; ana 
almost OYery section of the Christian Church, in now 
pfotiding fer itself a house of nr^er, aspires to ttie 
possession ot a mord gracefdl ana beautiful fkbrio than 
the eighteenth oentury commonly produced. 

It is upwards of a centUiy and & quarter since 
the Protestant Bissenten of Uanover-square reared 
their commodious but heaty and inele&;ant meeting- 
house: and it is a remarkable fleujt, that during one- 
half of that iongperiod its pulpit was occupied by one 
minister •«- the Rer. Wiiliam Turner — who entered 
upon his first pastoral chaige in 1782, and still »ur^ 
Vr?es I 

Bik yean ago, his successor, the present minister, 
the Rey. Qeotg^ Harris, (such a prqject having for 
some time been meditated,) urged upon hisflock the pro- 
vision of ** larger school-rooms,'* (enabling them ^' to 
effect many oQects of essential valtie to the interests 
ot the community,") and of ** a place of worship in a 
more central situation of the town, worthy of the oon- 
gregation to erect. 

This admonition was not unheeded ; measures have 
ever since been in progress for the attainment of the 
objects pressed to their consideration; and when it 
was ascertained that they were practicable, an eligibla 
piece of ground was purchased of the Corporation in 
New Bridge-street, between the TrinityX-E'^i^yterian) 
Church and the Weavers' Tower^-the Unitarians for- 
saking the shelter of one of the towers (the White 
Friars*) on the old wall of Newcastle, for the 
shadow of another. They wisely departed from 
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the cotnmon practice of ''tender' and ''contract,*' 
and placed tnemselves in the hands of an architect 
and a builder of approyed repute — Mr. John Dobson 
and Mr. Richard Cail; ana Mr. Dobson designed 
them a building after the stvle called Decorated 
Qothic, which hSs two principal fronts, each of them 
being highly ornamental — that to the south being in 
New Bridge-streety a|d that to the west in a street 
* ' toDe< 



which is intended 

TOW. 



) carried through into Saville- 



The plan is a parallelogram, 74} feet long by 48 feet 
wide, tne whole aiea beingcrowned by an open tim- 
berea high-pitched roof. The ground floor has accom- 
modation for 300 sittings, and there are galleries ail 
round the sides of the building, with sittings for about 
900 more. Under the east gallery, and upon the 
ground floor, is the boys' school, capable of holding 
250: it has slid 



' shutters, in order that the school 
may be added to tne church during service. Commu- 
nicating mth this school is another, built on the ex- 
terior of the north side, for 100 girls. 

In the basement is a library, 32i feet long by 101 
feet wide. 

The south elevation has on the ground floor five 
square-headed windows of three lights each ; and im^ 
mediately above these, five circular-headed windows 
of three lights each, filled with ornamental flowing 
tracery. Between these, and at the ends, are bold 
projecting canopied buttresses, terminating with a 
deeply moulded cornice, open perforated parapet, and 
ornamental pinnacles richly crocketted. 

The entrance at the west end is a richly moulded 
circular-headed doorway, and is to be protected by a 
very handsome palisading, executed in cast iron by 
Mr. William Shields, of St. Peter's. On each side are 
massive buttresses, relieved by ornamental niches, 
and terminating with floreated triangulai heads, the 
whole finishing with a high-pitched gable, surmounted 
by an elegant turret gablet. 

Below the turret, and over the doorway, there is a 
large " decorated" memoriid window, of four lights, 
28 feet by 11, bearing at its base the names of 
departed members of the Hanover-square congrega- 
tion, whose surviving relatives have erected this 
graceful monument to their memory. Across the 
window, in the four compartments immediately above 
the names, the Evangelists are depicted, each accom- 
panied by an appropriate text from his Gospel. The 
two central compartments ot the upper tier are occu- 
pied bv figures of Faith and Hope, with scrolls bearing 
suitable passages from St. Paul. The compartments 
on either side present symbolic representations, sug- 
gested by these two Scripture passages — 1. "The 
water that I shall give him snail be in him a 
well of water springing up into everlasting life," 
(John, iv. 14). 2. " The dead shall hear the voice 
of the Son of God," &c., (John, v. 26). In the 
tracery (the object of the window being kept in view 
throughout), the quatrefoil contains a representation 
of the miracle of Nain — the raising of the soMidw. 
son — witli the words of Christ in performing the 
miracle. On each side of the quatrefoil, in the 
tracei*y, is an angel bearing a scroll — the two scrolls 
containing the words of 1 Peter, i. 3, " Blessed be the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which, ac- 
cording to his abundant mere}*, hath begotten us 
again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dWj^^' Of the execution and effect 



o^ this noble painted window, we need say nothings 
since it is by Wailes. There is a small lancet light 
above, also filled with stained glass ; and at the oppo- 
site end of the chapel, above the oigan, there is a 
trefoil light — a coloured ^m— comprising the mono- 
gram, " J.H.S," (which IS also repeated on tiie com- 
munion cloth). The finest, however, of the painted 
windows, is that, perhaps, on the south side of the 
larger one, at the west end — subject, " The Good 
Shepherd"— the field being almost wholly occupied 
by a representation of Our Saviour in his pastoral 
character. The whole of this stained- glass work has 
been executed in the bestmanner of Mr. Wailes, (who, 
we may parenthetically state, has on hand, for Bly 
cathedral, one of the most extensive commissions of 
the kind that was ever given) ; and the cost luus been 
borne by individual memben of the congregation, 
without trenching on the general building frind. 

The interior <» the church has an open-timbered 
roof decorated in party colour. 

The pulpit and communion arrangements are pecu- 
liarly happy. 

The whole of the interior wood-work has been 
stained in oak by Mr. Lawson in a most workmanlike 
manner. 

The building will be heated with hot water, with 
every provision for ventilation. Messn. Christie have 
been entrusted to execute the arrangements for 
gas lighting. 

Great credit is due to Mr. Cail for the perfect and 
workmanlike manner in which every deportment has 
been carried out, and more particularly for the great 
care he has bestowed on the minor details. Most 
foithfrilly has he executed the task confided to him by 
the congregation. 

As for Mr. Dobson, to whom the Metropolis of the 
North, with the surrounding country, owes many 
works of beauty that will carry down his name to 
posterity, he has never been more happy than in the 
production of "The Church of the IMvine Unity." 
It is an architectural gem; and well and liberally 
have architect and builder carried out their joint-work. 
A " plaiie of wonhip, worthy of the congregation to 
erect," and an ornament to the town, has oeen added 
to the public buildings of tbe northern metropoLiB in 
one of its principal and most open and pleasant 
thoroughfores. The foundation stone was lata on the 
20th of April, 1853, bv Ivie Mackie, Esq., of Man- 
chester, so that the building has been completed 
within the space of twelve months. On the occasion 
of the laying of the stone^ we gave an historical sketch 
of the origin and progress of the congregation, which 
need not here be repeated. 

At the east end of the church, opposite the great 
window, in the gallery, stands the organ— a new in- 
strument, built by Nicnolson, with a fix>nt designed 
by Mr. Dobson in harmony with the building. It is 
a C. organ, on the German scale, and comprises great, 
swell, and pedal organs. The great organ hi^ ten 
stops, viz., open and stop diapason, dulciana, principal, 
twellth and fifteenth, sesquialto, double stop diapason, 
and cremona. The swell has seven :— open ana stop 
diapason, celestina, principal, twelfth and fifteenth, 
trumpet and oboe. The pedal has one stop. There 
are also three copula stops. 

The church was opened for divine worship on Thurs- 
day morning, Uie 13th Aprii. The congregation 
was large. One hearer, only, we believe, (an old 
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lady,) was present^ who attended Hanoyer-square 
chapel when the Bev. Mr. Turner came to Newcastle. 
Mr. Harris rf«d the Scriptures, and conducted 
tiie devotional service. Dr. Montgomery, of Dun- 
muny, Belfiist, preached a discourse on the present 
aspect of the religious world— the chaotic state of its 
elements — and the '* mission" (to use a common 
phrase) of the Unitarian body, in the course of his 
sermon. Dr. M. referred to the old tombstone (built-in 
to the new church at the entrance) of the Rev. William 
Durant, the founder of the congregation, (being one of 
the two thousand clergymen of the CShurch of England 
who resigned their livings on the passing of the Act of 
Unifonmty in 1662). 

Dr. Ions, organist of the church of St. Nicholas, 
nresided at the organ. The service opened with a 
nne anthem, composed for the occasion by Mr. Harri- 
son, the organist of the chapel, and closed with the 
*' Halldujah Chorus." Several musical friends lent 
their aid to the choir. 

On Thnrsdav, April 13, there was a social meeting 
at the Assembly Rooms, when from 700 to 800 persons 
took tea, prepared by Mr. Haigh, (the chair being 
occupied by the Rev. G. Harris, and the vice-chair by 
T. M. Greenhow, Esq.) Several interesting addresses 
were delivered during the evening, in response to 
appropriate sentiments, eloquently introducea by the 
Clhairman. The Rev, R. B. Aspland, after an allusion 
to Mr. Harris's historical course of lectures in Hanover- 
sanare, delivered on the eve of the removal from the 
old place of worship, evinced his own acquaintance 
with the history of Nonconformity in Newcastle, 
passing in review the labours of John Knox— of ^e 
martyr Udall, pronounced by James the Sixth to be 
*Hhe leamedest man in England"— of John Oxen- 
bridge, the friend of Marvell and of Milton— and of 
Durant, Lever, Pringle, and Gilpin. He referred, 
also, to Oaptain Everaid ; to the complaints made 
agahist him to Cromwell ; and to the Protector's wise 
and Christian responsive plea for tolerance and chari^ 
among godly men. He likewise spoke of Beigamin 
Bennett, whose death delayed the opening of the 
chapel in Hanover-square, and congratulated the con- 
gregation on the happier auspices under which their 
present beautiful temple had oeen inaugurated. But 
any abridgment ol Mr. Aspland's locally and genenlly 
valuable address must dfo injustice to the learned 
editor of tiie Chritiian Reformer :— we hope to give 
it in Ml in a subeeauent number. Dr. Montgomeiy, 
in the course of a snort address, described his present 
visit to England as the dpse of his services on this 
side of the Irish Channel, and was met by loud and 
general expressions of ** protestant dissent. He said, 
the pleasnre of attending this sodal meeting amply 
repud him for coming over from Bel&st. He had 
never seen so numerous a gathering of the kind, 
and it was very gratifying to him to witness in 
New<»stle a spurit which brought so many mem- 
bers of other churches to an assembly of Unitarians. — 
At this stage of the proceedings, the Yice-Chair- 
man, amidst loud cheers, presented to Mr. Harris, 
as a congreeational offering, a handsome purse, oon- 
taining one hundred guineas, on a silver salver, bearing 
a briei in8crii>tion, intimating that the gift was made 
to the last minister of Hanover-square chapel, on the 
opening day of the Church of the Divine Unity, he 
being one of its principal founders and promoters. 
MrTHarris was much sfiected by this mark of regard 
and esteem, and dosedashortreply with the aasuxance 



that deeds, not words, should be his acknowledgment 
of their kindness. Tne Chairman next called atten* 
tion to the claims of Mr. Dobson and Mr. C^, who, 
he said, by their great liberality, were entitled to be 
described as the largest contributors to the erection of 
the church. (Loud cheers.) Mr. Dobson, for himself 
and Mr. Cail (who had retired from the meeting), re- 
turned thanks. He said, his part in the matter had 
been a most pleasine one: and he had found the in- 
cessant exertions of Mr. Harris a great service to him 
in carrving on the work. The Rev. Edward Tagart, 
of Portland-street chapel, London, (honoraiy secretary 
of the British and Foreign Unitarian Association,) re- 
spondmg to a sentiment, expressed his high admira- 
tion of the edifice. The Rev. Mr. Gordon, who 
followed him, confessed to some misgivings as 
to the modem passion for Gothic architecture, 
but said, the present, he thought, was one of 
the most successful attempts that he had witnessed 
to reconcile it with the requirements of I^o- 
testant worship. In the Church of the Divine Unity, 
he had remarked with satis&ction, the minister had 
every face before him, in all parts ol the building. — 
The Rev. Hugh Hutton afterwards spoke ; and then. 
Dr. Montgomery proposed a vote of thanks to the 
Chairman, and touchea upon that most pleaung feature 
of Uie evening— the presentation of the congregational 
ofiering. At any time, he said, such a mark of respect 
and affection would be complimenta^ to a minister ; 
but the present handsome gift, coming at a season 
when a g^t and costly work had taxed the resources 
of the congregation, it was tenfold more honourable to 
the donors and the receiver. (Loud cheers.) The 
Chairman repbed, and alluded to the liberality of the 
ladies of the congi^egation, who had furnished the pews, 
pulpit, and communion table and platform, and also 
presented him with a new gown. The evening closed 
with singing and prayer. 

April 14 (Good Friday), in the morning, there was 
divine service in the new church, when the Rev. 
Edward Tagart preacned, and the communion was 
administerea. 
Mr. J. S. Liddle presided at the organ. 
The Rev. John Gordon was the preacher yesterday 
night. Mr. Gordon was formerly a Wesleyan minis- 
ter, and has for some years been stationed at 0>venti7 
as a Unitarian. We learn by the Coventry Herald^ 
that having been induced to remove to Edinbuigh, 
he was presented, before his departure from Coventry, 
with a silver inkstand and a purse containing £206 :— 
not by his congregation, but by a number of the in- 
habitants '* without respect to relieious and political 
differences"— by " Churchmen and Dissenters, Trini- 
tarians and Unitarians; Clergy and Laity; Tories, 
Whigs, and Radicab." 

We have used no laudatory epithets in speaking of 
the discourses of Thursday and Friday. It is enough 
to say that they bore out the expectations which we 
inspired by our short notice of the 8th inst. 

The Revds. R. B. Aspland, Edward Tagart, and 
Dr. Montgomery preach on Easter Sunday ; and the 
Revds. Samuel Bache and Thomas HinckiB on the 
Sunday fuilowing, April 16. 
The collections, hitherto, have been libersL 
♦ '■'■ 

The Hon. Adolphus Yane, M.P., and Mr. Lindsay, 
M.P., have become members of the Newcastle, Shields, 
and Gateshead Chamber of Commerce, 
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OUB EXPORTS. 
Th9 Utest cyfficial tablei of the Board of Trade 
eqablo W to ahow the relative position of our export 
trade, for the month and two months ending the 
ath vlU w WlowB : — 




Snoh an export trade, in the ikce of a war which 
appeared as nearly as possible to be ineyitable, is 
one of which any oonntry might be proud, and of 
which the aonala of commeree eenld fonish no 
•xawple* 

' ■ ■ ■ m ■ . ■■ 

YALXJABLE LEASEHOLD ESTATE, HEDWORTH 
FELL GATE, JARROW, DURHAM. 

TO BE SOLD BY AUCTION, on Tuwdat, the 
2d day of May, 1864, at 2 lor 3 o'elock in the 
. afternoon, at the Queen's Head, Filgrim-Btieet, New- 
cadtle-upon-Tyne,^ 

By Mb. BROUGH, 
A valuaUe LEASEHOLD ESTATE, dtafasahly situ- 
1^ at Hedwoith Fell Gate, in the Pariah of Jarnnw. 
in the County of Durham, oompriaing a substantial 
Farm House, with commodious Outbuildings, and two 
detached Cottagea, all in good repair ; a Shrubbery and 
Garden, well stocked with Fruit Trees ; and 128 Acres 
or thereabouts of productive Arable. Pasture, and 
Meadow land, in an exoaUoit state or onlttyatian, in 
iha occu^uUma of Mr» SlolhanL 



The Property is held under the Dean and Chapt 
of Durham, under the usual renewable Lease at a 
small rent, and the Lease has been lately renewed. 
May be viewed on application to Mr. Stothard, and 
furUier information respecting it may be obtained at 
Newcastle-upon-Tvne, from Mr. Anthony Niohol, 
Chemist and Dru^ist, 22, Quayside, where a Plan of 
the Estate may be seen, or from Mr, Stothjlbd, on 
the Farm. 

TO WILLIAM KELL, ESQ. 

WE, the undersigned Attorneys and Solicitors, 
practising in the Borough of Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne, desire to convey to you the assurance that our 
confidence in your personal honour and proleseional 
character and ability continues unimpaired by the 
Resolution passed at the late Meeting of the Town 
Council of Gateshead* 



11th April, 1854. 
John Clayton 
P. G. Ellison 
G. W. SubJe 
P. H, Stanton 
Heniy Ingledew 
CuthbertU. Laws 
John Brown 
Matthew Forster 
William Harle 
Joaeph Anderson 
Robert Monro Allan 

John Scaife 

J.Clerevaulx Penwick Michael Allan 
John George Brown James Radford 
George William Cram Edward Glynn 



John Adamaon 
John Fenwick 
R. P. Philipson 
Ions Hewison 
Henry Wm. Fenwick 
William Dunn 
T. Chater 
T. W. Keenlyside 
William Daggett 
George Wm. Hodge 
J. Theodore Hoyle 
William Johnston 



William Chartres 
Joseph Blacklock 
Edward Hall 
George Wailes 
Joseph Watson 
John Fleming 
R. Y. Green 
J. B. Falconar, Jun 
Mark L. Joblmg 
Stephen Reed 
W. R. Swan 



R. R. Dees 

Edward Mather 

Thomas Bumup 

W. E. Brockett) 

L. M. Cockcrott 

J. L. Forster 

R. Lambert 

Cooper Abbs 

John Treeve Edgcome 

Charles Murray Adamson 

Thomas Dove 



Newcastle-upon-Tyne, April 13, lfi64. 
Mt dbae Kell,— I have much pleasure in foward- 
ing to you an expression of opinion on the part of the 
members of our profession in this town, which I think 
ought to be a source ofpride to you. 

I am, my dear Kell, ever yours fiilthfally- 
JbHN FENWldK. 
William Kell, Esq., Gateshead. 

Mt dbab Pbisni),— It aflfords me the highest grati- 
fication to receive the assurance that I retain the good 
opinion of yourself and my other professional me^a 
and brethren in Newcastle— an assuranco given me at 
a time when its value must be enhanced, oivingtothe 
circumstances which have called it forth. 

May I beg you to receive yourself, and to oomrau- 
nicate to those who have so kindly associated them** 
selves with you, the expression of my deep sense pf 
the kindness and consideration which have prompted 
the proceeding. 

I am, my dear Friend, alwayayours slnceftbr, 

John Fenwick, Esq*, KewcaaUe. 
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TH£ QATESHBAD TOWN-OOUNGIL. 



MATOB. 

fHaggie, DftTid 

ALDBBMBN. 

fCommliiB, T. 
Hawks, G«orge 
Uster, John 
Peanon, 0. J. 
fRobaon, Joseph 
fSmith, James 



OOUNaXXOBS 

AUhnsen, Chris. 
fBrintOD, Gsorgs 
fOook, WUUsm 

Crawstaay, B. 

Douglss, WlUiam 

Gsrtmtt. C. 
■fOrsy, Alex. Geo. jtViekers, John 
H-WUson, James 



fHewitt, James 
Hodgson, B. W. 
Hunter, George 

tHymers, J. A. 

flonn, P. P, 

f Patterson, O. 

fSkelton, John 



Hai^e, Peter 
0r Those marked (f) were present 

TowKHALL, Thubspat, Apbil 20.— A special meei- 
ing of the Oooncil and Local Board of Health was held 
to^y, ** to consider a letter to the Mayor from the 
Town Clerk announcing his intention to resign his 
office ; to consider the expediency of riding the l>oun- 
daries of the horongh : and on the subject of a letter 
of Messrs. Inffledew & DaggetL demanding payment 
of the plaintiff's damages and costs, in the action 
of Septimus Anthony &il v. The Mayor, Alderman, 
and Burgesses of the Borough of Gateshead." 

Mr. W. H. P. LoKOflTAFFB placed in the hands of 
the Mayor a letter, which, he said, had been given to 
him for that purpose by the late Town Clerk, with 
Instructions to place his (Mr. L.'8) services at the dis- 
posal of the Council during the meeting. 

The letter, addressed to the Mayor by Mr. Eell, 
has already appeared in our columns. It was accom- 
panied by a lormal letter to the Council and Local 
Board, resigning his offices of Clerk to the Board and 
Town Clerk. 

The Matob, calling the attention of the meeting to 
the first business to l^ disposed of, arising out of the 
resignstion of Mr. Eell, inquired u any member had 
anything to say on the subject. 

Mr. Aid. R0B805 said, he thought that nothing 
need be said about the matter. He presumed that 
the only thing to be done was to accept the resigna- 
tion, and he would move that it be accepted accord- 
inffly. 

Mr. Aid. Cummins seconded the motion, and it was 
carried nem. con. 

The Matob then observed that they must consider 
the appointment of a successor. The Mayor should 
not be kept without an adviser. 

Mr. Hewitt : We must adjoum to an early day. 

The Matob: And who must advise me in the 
interim? 

Mr. Aid. CvxHiHS : Any one whom you choose to 
consult, Mr. Mayor. It is not necessory, you know, 
that the Town Clerk should be a solicitor. So it must 
be open to the Mayor to consult a lawyer* • 

Mr. Htxbbb: Can we not appomt a successor 
to-day! 

The Matob : Tes. I believe so. , 

Mr. Hbwitt and Mr. Gbat thought they had better 
have a special meeting for the purpose. 

Mr. Aid. Shith : We can hardly expect \haJt Mr. 
Kell wHl be ready to deliver up the books and papers 
of the office in a day or a week. He must have some 
time. 

Mr. LoirosTAvyB sidd, possession could be given at 
the dose of the meeting. If necessary. 

After some further conversation, it was resolved, on 
the motion of Mr. Robsoh, seconded by Mr. Bbuttob, 
that a special meeting be convened for Tuesday, the 
S6th inst, for the election of a Town Clerk and Clerk 
to the Looil Board. Mr. Cook referred to the proper 
spSrit in which Mr. KeU had resigned his office, and 



in which it had been accepted ; and it wag andentqod 
that, until the appointment of his successor, tho Mi^or 
should be at liberty to take advice in whatever quBrter 
he chose. 

Mr. Cook inquired, as the election waa to tie deforrad 
to a special meeting, if the vacancv would be Bdver-* 
tised. Some of the members thougnt it superfluous to 
do so ; while Mr. Aid. Smith asked how, otherwise, 
Uie vacancy was to become known. Mr* Aid. Oum- 
MiKs said he believed they had most of them been 
waited on already, by a gentleman who was willing to 
take the office, although, until it was vacantt ^^ nind 
not solicited their .votes. The Council would no doubt 
have choice. The Matob thought it would be well 
to insert in the newspapers the resolution for ooiiTf n* 
ing a meeting to appoint a successor. Mr. Aid. 
Robsok : It vnll be m the papers, never fear. Mr. 
Cook : But will it not be too bad to withhold an 
official advertisement on such an expectation f The 
Matob : We should live and let live. (The oonvtv- 
sation dropped.) 

The question of the Town Cleric's salary was 
brought under consideration by Mr. Hbwitt, who 
thought the salaries of Clerk to the Board and Town 
Clerk had better be amalgamated. Mr. Obat : Thoy 
are paid out of separate funds. Mr. Hbwitt : But 
they had better be made payable on the same day. 
Mr. LoKGSTAVFB : That will necessarily be the case 
in future, inasmuch as the appointment to the two 
offices will be made at the same time. Mr. Cook in- 
quired the joint-amount of the salaries. Mr. Loko- 
BTAFi-B saia it was ;£180. Mr. Cook ; Are there no 
other sources of emolument t Mr. Xx>vfSTAVPB : 
liTone, save a small fee or two, which nmv or may not 
accrue in two or three years. Mr. Aid. Cummius 
thought that it might be well to make the salary in- 
clude chaiges for legal services. Mr. Cook CQncnrred : 
th^ had better double the salary thaa have the 
amount uncertain. Mr. Aid. Cummibs refemd to 
some printed statement of accounts, which ho should 
like to have, and of whose existenoe he was not aware, 
until a copy of it was sent to a friend of his throogh 
the postoffice. It showed the amount of law charges. 
Mr. LoKQBTAFFB said, any ratepayer could have a 
copy at the pried fixed upon them by the Council (a 
penny), and, of course, being the property of the 
Council, thc^ had full control over them themselves. 
Mr. Aid. Smith said, he believed that no books in 
England were better kept than Mr. Kell's, and that, 
if the Council wished it, they could have an account 
of every shilling tliat had been spent from 1837 to tiie 

S resent time. Mr. Aid. Cummivs said; he had not 
he slightest intention to disparage Mr. Kell's ac- 
counts, ^though Mr. Aid. Smith looked at htm while 
he was speaking, as if he had been making the at- 
tempt. He was of the same opinion as Mr. Aid. 
Smith with respect to that gentleman's ability and 
accuracy. He was frilly aware of the exact manner 
in which he kept his books. They would be a credit 
to him as long as the Council existed, and a pattern 
to his successor, whoever that gentleman might be. 
He had simply spoken of a statement of accounts, 
showing heavy law changes, which he had not seen 
when a gentleman received a copy by post. The 
Matob said, he believed that every member of the 
Council would adopt the remarks of Mr. Aid. Smith as 
to the manner in which the books of the Corporation 
were kept by Mr. Kell. (Applause.) He begged the 
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meeting, however, to proceed with the hnsiness. Mr. 
Aid. OuMxins moved the appointment of a committee 
to consider the salary and otner arrans;ements in con- 
nection with the office of Town Clerk and Clerk to 
the Local Board ; and at the suggestion of Mr. Cook, 

S' whom the motion was seconded, it was referred to 
e committee to ascertain the amount of the late 
Town Clerk's chams for legal services during his 
tenure of office, mt. Cummins said, he was told that 
the chaiges in connection with the River Commission 
alone amounted to nearly jC400. The ratepayers 
thought thev spent too much money over law, and 
he should like to see if they could not effect a savinff 
under this head. Mr. Hewitt said, it would be weU 
to ascertain from Mr. Eell if he had any outstanding 
claims. Mr. Aid. Smith doubted if any gentleman 
would take the office if the salary were made to in- 
clude law expenses. Mr. Gray, who had at first 
doubted the necessity of appointing a committee, now 
concurred, and said it would be well if their report 
could be in the hands of the members on the day 
before the meeting. The motion was adopted as 
follows :— " That Mr. Aid. Smith, Mr. Gray, and Mr. 
Hymen, shall be, and are hereby appointed, a com- 
mittee to consider what will be the best arrrangement 
respecting the salaries of the future Town Clerk and 
Clerk to the Local Board of Health ; to return the 
amounts j)aid to the late Town Clerk for legal expenses 
during his tenure of office ; and to report generally on 
the subject of the office." 

The " expediency of riding the boundaries" was 
next considered. Mr. Aid. Bobson thought that it 
was too soon to renew this ceremony. The bounda- 
ries were first perambulated in 1836 ; then on the 
24th of May, 1849, thirteen years having elapsed ; it 
was hardly necessay that they should repeat the cere- 
mony in 1854. Mr. Cook : Especially as the cost in 
1849 was nearly £100. — The question fell to the 
ground. 

The damages and costs of the plaintiff in " Gail v. 
Corporation'*^ now came before the meeting. It ap- 
peared that Griffith & Crighton, on the part of the 
Corporation, had seen to the taxing of the costs, and 
that the amount of Ligledew & Daggett's demand 
was-^ 

Damages £5 5 

Costs as taxed 145 

Total £150 5 

Mr. Aid. Smith moved tliat a cheque be issued for 
payment of the amount out of the general district 
rate. Mr. Aid. Robboh seconded the motion. Mr. 
Cook thought they should first have a bill of parti- 
culars, and moved an amendment to that effect : which 
was seconded bv Mr. Srelton. The Mayor said, the 
account reached them through their own solicitors ; 
and if those gentlemen had their confidence, why not 
discharge it at once ? Mr. Skelton said he hacl full 
confidence in them ; but, in a matter of business, 
however honourable the person firom whom he re- 
ceived a demand, he likea to have the particulars. 
Mr. Gray said, tnelr solicitors had received a bill of 
particulars; those particulars they had got taxed; 
and the Council could not escape the taxed costs. No 
practical good could arise from the amendment. Mr. 
Cook said he had no desire to escape the payment of 
what was lustly due. It was simply as a matter of 
principle that he thought they ought to know for what 
they were paying. The Mayor thought it was pos- 



sible that if they delayed payment they miffht involve 
themselves in additional expense. The Council di- 
vided :— 

Fbr the AmendmeiU, 5. — Alderman Cammins ; and Ooun- 
cillors Oook, Patterson, Skelton, and WUson. 

Affomtt Uj 9.— The ICayor ; Aldermen Smith and Bobson ; 
and OooneUlors Hewitt, lonn, Brinton, Yiokers, Hymers, 
andGmj. 

The original motion was put, and carried by 9 to 5. 

The meeting then broke up :— the Council to meet 
on Tuesday, April 25, to elect a successor to Mr. Kell, 

GATESHEAD POOBrLAW UNION. 

Board Boom. April 16. — ^The newly-elected Guar- 
dians assemblea to-day for the first time. Present : — 
Messrs. Joseph Bobson, T. C. Tomlin, Geozge Brinton, 
Thomas Snowdon, J. B. Makepeace, J. E. Wilkinson, 
Joseph Anderson, W. Clark, Thomas Gallon, George 
Murray, William Cook, John Bamsay, Andrew 
Thompson, C. Garbutt, John Greene, B. W. Hodg- 
son, John Sowerby, T. C. Angus, James Smith, It. 
S. Bsgnall; with also {ta^officio) G. H. Bamsay, Esq., 
J.P. 

The customaiy papers were laid on the table. 169 
paupers, it appeared, were in the workhouse at the 
commencement of the previous fortnight, and 160 at 
its close, (including only one able-bodied person, a 
woman). In the first week of the fortnight, 2,073 
had received outdoor relief, at a cost of £\^ 17s. 2d. ; 
and 2,046 in the second week^ at a cost of £\\% 68. 

Mr. John Grbsne moved, m complimentaiy terms, 
that Mr. Cornelius Garbutt — (who had been called 
upon to preside until a Chairman was chosen) — should 
be reelected to the chur. 

Mr. Brintok seconded the nomination^ and it was 
unanimously confirmed. 

Mr. B. W. HoDOBOK moved the election of Mr. 
Joseph Bobson as Vice-Chairman. 

Seconded by Mr. John Sowerby. 

Mr. ToMLiK moved the appointment of Mr. George 
Murray. 

Seconded by Mr. Williax Clark. 

The Chairman said, two gentlemen, in ever^ way 
qualified for the office, had been put in nomination 
n>r the vice-chair. He did feel, however, that it was 
due to the late Vice-chairman that he should propose 
his reflection. It was, perhaps, an unusual thing fbr 
a Chairman to take such a step ; but still, it was not 
irregular. He would therefore move that Mr. Wil- 
kinson be elected to the office of Vice-Chairman for 
the ensuing year. Mr. Greene, in proposinff his (the 
Chairman*8) reelection, had been pleased to allude to his 
exertions during the epidemic, and to compliment him 
on the general efficiency of his services, if these en- 
oomiumtfwere merited, he could assure the Board 
that it was very much owii^ to the eneigy and public 
spirit of Mr. Wilkinson. Feeling, then, that if he 
himself had any claim to re&ppointment, the same 
claim existed in the case of his late colleague, he would 
move that Mr. Wilkinson be elected to the vice-chair. 

After a pause, the Chairxar, his nomination having 
no seconder, rose to take the decbion oi the Board. 
Mr. Tomlin s motion was first put ; and the show of 
hands being against it, Mr. Hodgson's was then sub- 
mitted, and Mr. Bobson was elected to the office of 
Yice-Cnainnan. 

Mr. Garbott and Mr. Bobson returned thanks — 
the latter gentleman admonishing the assembled 
Guardians to be attentive and vigilant in the dis- 
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charge of their trust. No one, he said, must consider 
himuMlf the mere member of a day ; it was not enough 
to attend this or that particular meeting ; they must 
all attend regular, so that the work might be well 
done* 

The standing orders were read over by Mr. Cook 
(who officiated as Clerk) ; and the whole of them were 
adopted anew. 

Tne workhouse, finance, and garden and land 
committees were remodelled ; and other routine 
business was transacted. 

The minutes of the preceding meeting were read; 
also eight notices of marriage. 

The schedule of cheques proposed to be issued was 
read : — comprising j£265 to the Believing Officers ; 
£51 15s. 8d. to the Clerk for the elections ; also, 
registration, vaccination, and extra medical fees; 
with.suudry other charges, the whole amount being 
J417 18s. 3d. 

Mr. OooK read the fortnightly statement, fix>m 
which it appeared that Hewortn was £155 in arrears ; 
Bvton Woodside, £60; Stella, £25; Whiokham. 
£322 10b. ; and Winlaton, £216 2b. Id. Gateshead 
had paid £27 Is. of the call due April 25. The 
Treasurer's balance due the union was £705 Is. 3d., 
subject to deduction to the amount of the cheques. 

Mr. T0ML15 said, Heworth was represented to be 
in arrear. But why was this ? Solely because no 
proper <mier had been made for payment of the 
money. Heworth was always prompt in payment of 
all lawtui calls, and it was not right that it shQuld go 
abroad in the newspapers that she was behindhJond. 

The Chjliimax said, the same order was made upon 
Heworth as in the cases of the other districts of the 
union. They might all of them have declined to meet 
the call on the same plea. 

A short conversation ensued, on the calls and the 
orders, in which Mr. Tomlin, Mr. Bamsat, and the 
Ohaibxait took part. There was, it appeared, some 
inegnlarity in the order. 

A committee was appointed, on the motion of the 
Tiob-Cbaibmak, seconded by Mr. T. C. Amgub, to 
inspect the enclosing wull of the workhouse land, on 
the south^ lately built by Mr. Pearson under contract, 
it appeanng to be defective, and to report. Mr. 
Pearson, it seemed, alleged that the defect arose from 
imuries sustained siter the wall was built, and for 
which he was not responsible. 

Some other business was transacted, and the Board 
proceeded to the relief of the poor. 



EASTEE ELECTIONS. 
St. Mart's, Gatbbhbad.— The chair was taken on 
Tuesday, April 16, by the Bector, the Bev. Br. Davies. 
There were also present: — ^Messrs. Joseph Bobson, 
John Qreene, George Hawks, B. W. Hodgson, Thomas 
Cummins, Philip Smith, C. J. Pearson, G. J. Ken- 
mir, and John Sowerby. The accounts (which were 
satis&ctory) were presented and recdved ; and Messrs. 
Barras, Colman, and Pollock were appointed auditors. 
The vestry ^en proceeded to the election of church- 
wardens. The Bector reappointed Mr. F. J. Crow. 
Mr. Jonathan Bobeon was then reelected ; and In the 
room of Messrs. Pearson and Smith (who wished to 
retire), the vestry (on the nomination of Mr. Hodgson, 
seconded by Mr. Pearson,) made choice of Mr. J. W. 
Swinburne and Mr. George Greene. — The church- 
wardens, with Messi'S. G. Hawks and John Greene, 



were appointed to be a comnuttee to ascertain the 
state of the organ, and have it repaired and improved, 
at an expense not exceeding a stipulated siun. — There 
was some conversation as to property at Easington 
and HiUgate, held in trust for charitable objects— the 
former by the Bector and Churchwardens, the ktter 
by the Churchwardens only. That in HiUgate, it 
was stated, had been reduced by the tenants to a con- 
dition that could hardly be worsened by the Bussians ! 
On the motion of Mr. Cummins, seconded by Mr. 
Hawks, it was resolved^th many encomiums on the 
vestry clerk (Mr. S. E. reaise, B.lir.), that his annual 
fee be advanced from £10 to £15. Mr. Hodgson then 
moved a vote of thanks to the Bector, and the pro- 
ceedings dosed. In the afterpart of the day, the 
^* churchwardens' dinner" brought toother several of 
the principal gentlemen of the pansh at the Grey 
Horse inn. Upwards ot thirty sat down to table ; and 
Mr. Bichardson served up to them a dinner in whose 
&vour even an ecclesiastical court must have pro- 
nounced j udgment. The chair was taken by Alderman 
Pearson, one of the retiring churchwardens ; and the 
vice-chair by his colleaffue. Churchwarden Smith. The 
member for the boroueh, Mr. Hutt-, was present ; also, 
t Br. Bavies, Mr. Swinburne (churchwarden-elect). Al- 
dermen Cummins, Smith, Lister, Bobson, and Hawks, 
Councillors Gray, Hodgson, lonn, Brinton,and Hewitt, 
and Messrs. Bamsay, Barras. Potts, Sowerby, Greene, 
NevUle, Kenmir, Bennett, ^, &c. 

THE NEWCASTLE BAGGEB SCHOOLS. 

GRAND BAZAAR. 

The grandest of the ''grand bazaars" that have 
been got up on the Tyne, came off, by appointment, 
on Wednesday and Thursday, April 19th and 20th, at 
the Assembly Booms in Newcastle, in aid of the 
Buildim? Fund of the Bagged School Society. We 
know that, in some quarters, objections are enter- 
tained towards bazaars : — as oDJections may be urged, 
on some grounds, even against Christian chnroh- 
organizations. For our own part, we think a bazaar 
a very defensible, not to say commendable, mode of 
advancing a good and praiseworthy object. It inter- 
ests a luge number of persons in the cause of some 
public institution, and extends the circle of its 
mends ; nuikes it more generally known ; and yields 
a large amount of pleasurable excitement to the 
*^ honest men and bonny lasses" whom it brings into 
amiable codperation ana concert. 

Never was there a more rich, gorgeous, or tasteful 
exhibition, than met the eye at noon on Wednesday, 
on entering the suite of rooms in Weetgate-street 
selected for the bazaar. We are not going to attempt 
a description. Everybody is ftuniliar with bazaars ; 
and it is enough to say that the (j^lories of this category 
of spectacles culminated at meridian on the 19th of 
AtoU, 1854. 

j?he decorative department had been iidmirably 
carried out, under tne direction of the ladies, by 
Messrs. Sopwith of Northumberland-street. Good and 
seasonable use was made of the flags of Ei^land, 
France, and Turkey, blending in with the ornamenta- 
tion of the room j and the bazaar ooened with Uie 
national airs of this country and our allies. 

An avenue of Nature's richest plants and flowers 
conducted the visitor to the temple of Art, where the 
Mayoress of Newcastle (Mrs. Balph Bodds) OQcnpied, 
as of right and courtesy, the post of honour at the 
head of the room, with the flag of Newcastle waving 
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ovtehead. We also abserredi in it» Ticmiiy. a ban- 
ner bearing the anna of one of the late Mayors of 
Gateshead, Whose motto~*< Strike 1" — conveyed to 
the ladies the appropriate admonition to '* Strike — 
while the iron is not." And they were not slow to 
pi^t by the hint. The staUkeepers were :— 

1. Mn. Mayoress, with Ifisses Walton, IflWain, Bnlraan, 

andTonng. 

2. HanshionesB of Bute, Mrs. Westmacott, Miss Daglish. 

3. Mrs. J. D. Weatheriey, Misses Weaiherley, Sawyer, and 

AmstroDtft 

4. Miss Bicfaardson, Mrs. LOtherington, Mrs. Walker, Miss 

WIgham, Miss & M. Wilson 

6. Mrs. Nesham, Mrs. Henry Bell, Misses Nesbam and 

Harrison. 
9. Mrs. Andersotti Mrs. A. G. Gray, Mrs. Van Haaos- 
bergen. 

7. 1trs.Chartros, Misses Chartree, Miss Mllner, Miss Mary 

Dawson. 

8. Itrs. W. Pringle, Mrs. Bennett, Miss Fringle, Miss 

Laidlaw. 

9. Mrs. L L. Bell, Mrs. Thomas Bell, Mrs. Bowman, Mrs. 

NeWaU. 

10. Mrs. 0. M Palmer, Mn. E. K. Grace, Miss F. Grace, 

lliflSBobeon. 

11. Mrs. Drewry, Misses Drewry, Miss Bobinson. 

H, Mrs. Belfrage, Misses Belfrage, Bobson, Hemsley, and 
Gardner. « 

1$. Mrs. O'Brien, Misses Manners, Fltiroy, Frost, and 
Baker. 

14. Mrs. SteaTenson, Miss Maxwell, Miss Elmstie. 

15. Mr. B. 8. NewaU and Mr. A. G. Gray, jnn., (photo- 

graphic stall). 

16. Mrs. BUen Bichardson, Mrs. Waterfall, Miss Wilson, 

Miss Wake, (flowers and rases). 

17. Mrs. Hennr Brady, Misses Brady, Miss Tomer, (re- 

fteshmenis). 

18. Miss Sarah Forster, (poor stall). 

19. Mistress of the Bagged School and two of the ^Is, 

(work done by the children). 
All the stalls had their peculiar charms ; nor were 
those of No. 17 the least attractive. Instead of taxinf? 
our own descriptiTe skilly and running the peril of 
appearing inTidious, we will fiiU back upon the 
*'injta^tion address'' of the ladies, in which (by the 
mouth of their laureate) they said to their patrons :— • 

Ladies and Gentlemen of all Degree, 

Whether you're D.C.L. and LL. D., 

Or boast no prond addenda of the coHeges, 

Which oft have err'd, as eyeryone adcnowledges. 

We bid yon hearty welcome to oar stalls, 

And hope yon'll &Toar us with numerous calls. 

We shall not try your patience by reciting 

The countless wonders here your view inyiting ; 

The flowers that bloom in all the hues prismatic ; 

The lambswool hosiery for limbs rheumatic ; 

The waistcoats vetted, in unwonted splendours ; 

The whips that send a thrill throngh all oflbnders ; 

The cushions fit for after-dinner snoozes ; 

The caps that hrinff whate'er the buyer dwoseS ; 

The mats, the tidies, chemisettes, and photographs ; 

The dolls, the baskets, pinafores, and autographs; 

The slippers so](e)d for ease, and kettle-holders 

That take by storm the hearts of all beholders. 
The &iT sirens, to lull the caution of their intended 
Victims to sleep, artfully proceed : — 

As we have heard the public hare a notion 

That we shall plunder here without emotion. 

Thinking the cause of charity demands 

Such unaccustomed robbery at our hands 

We hereby with due modesty declare 

Our sales— as we ouraelves-shall all be /air. 

Then, Tisltors, discard your apprehensions ; 

We mean to hare no grumblings nor dissensions. 

And though, perdiance, you'll deem our conduct strange 

We'll hand you back each fraction of your change ; 



So that not one who buys can hare occasion 
To cast a slur on our new avocation. 
Indolgence we must beg, if in your service. 
Anxiety to please should make us nervous ; 
Ton know we're novices, and cannot fill, 
By coaxhig words or winning ways, our till. 
An old gentleman, on reading these lines after he and 
his money had been parted, uttered an " Ugh t'* and 
" hoped, if the bagi^ages were novices, they would 
never have practice to make them perfect 1" But 
hark to the last words of the ladies :— 
We have no subtle stratagems or arts 
To bend stiff wills and melt obdurate hearts ; 
Unversed are we in soft persuasive wiles. 
Nor can we pick your pockets by our smiles ; 
Bat, only confident of your approval. 
Our poets we'll keep, and dream not of removal. 
Till all our goods are sold, or, in a huff, 
The treasurer himself cries—*' Hold, enough !** 
'* Pick our pockets by their smiles I" echoed the 
elderly critic as he read: — they *^ smile and smile, 
and play the"— ^- His buxom wife clapped her 
hand upon his month, and said, if they had got lus 
money, they had given him some veiy handsome 
things in return. "Handsome rubbish l'^ replied the 
beggared martyr, refusing to be oomforted. To divert 
his mind, the old ladv called his attention to the 
philanthropie object of the bazaar, and begaa to read 
the words of wisdom medisevally inscribed on the 

wall :— " Train up a child in" 

** Sixpence a piece," exclaimed the silver tongue of 
a pretty little belie, holding up a copy <tf verses : 
** only sixpence a piece.". 

The intenrupCion disconcerted the matronly com- 
forter, and her penniless spouse turned gmffly aside : 
but we patronized the Muses, and the reader shall 
judge if^our sixpence was well vfmL We. give tilie 
verses, with also one or two inteijeotions that met our 
ear at the time :— 

Oomeawayl come away I to the Baaed Bazaar t 
Contribute your mite with the wealthy and wise, 
To help on the cause of the houseless and hungry. 

And lessen the ills that around us arise. 
We are taught, by the beautiful precepts ofObrlst, 

The naked to clothe and the hungry to feed: 
Then liberally aid, with both heart and hand. 

In supplying the wants of the helpless who need. 
Here the ladies have spared neither time nor expense, 

To increase the result of this Christian scheme ; 
Vor they're helpmates indeed, where there's pood to be done ; 
They're blessings to man — they're humamty's cream. 

(Paterfiunillas, grumphlly :— They've creamed me. 
There are suitable wares for each state and condition. 
Then purchase as fcr as your means will allow, 

(Btallkeeper, coazhigly :— And a Uttte tether. 
For the liberal support or this ra^ed petition 
Will pleasant and happy refleettoos give you. 

The " ragged petition" was responded to as liberaUy 
as its benevolent author could have wished: and 
everybody •— save Orumphy — submitted witn ex- 
emplary self-sacrifice to the suit of the ladies, whose 
splendid wares were fiuhioned, by emphatic antithesis, 
to redress the wrongs and the wretchedness of the 
ragged, and the too-long rejected and ontoast. 

Bazaars are always provocative of poesy. B. W. C, 
the author of the '^Lomonds," (a poem which pro- 
duced fitr on to a £10 note for the Oholoa Belief 
Fund,) came fi>rward, with the writers of the *' in- 
stalUtion address" and the *' ragged petition," to aid 



with his pen the cause of charity, and oontrioated **iL 
Dish of Charades" to the ** Table of Mrs. Maymn." 
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Here is a sample of the dish, soggested by the present 
movstaohe and ponltiy movements >- 
Ocmtracted, and yet plural, is nogr Ant 
Mj last is lower'd when yon slake your thirst 
Bometimee 'tis smooth, though quite as often rough ; 
And seldom— Indeed, never— '^ up to snufL*' 
Tis yellow, red, black, brown, as often grey ; 
And causes serious thoughts in this our day. 
Entire, I am abbreviate for a Mrd, 
At present fetching prices most absurd. 
A fidr, and yet a fowl chande ; which reminds as of 
a desperate punster whom we met in the refireshmeni- 
room, labonrinff to foiffe a joke out of the ** Fancy 
Faiir and its ** Fowl rl&y ;** while a more practical 
customer was thinking he could " fimcy fowl** at Mrs. 
Brady's board. 

The operation of ridding the company of their cash 
was pertormed to music ; but the gentlemen of the 
orchestra will nurdon us if we say, that we pre- 
fenedy amidst tne crush and hum of the baasaar, the 
uexpected solo of a caged canaiy. 

So ready are our countiymen and countrywomen to 
pay voluntary taxes for worthy ends, that^ despite the 
Chancellor of the Ezcheqer's doubled per centage on 
income, the Assenbly Booms were crowded with cus- 
tomers ; and almost Uie onl^ difficulty encountered in 
carrying on the bazaar was in the struggle of intend- 
ing purchasers who should first get at the stalls with 
their subsidies ! ■ 

The Bagoed School Bazauu— The gross receipts 
of the bazaar of April 19 and 20, held in the Assembly 
Booms, Newcastle, were even greater than we last 
week ventured to state, when the accounts were not 
fully made up. The sums taken at the several stalls 

1. Mrs. Mayoress £148 13 6 

5. Marchioness of Bute 84 8 10 

3. Mrs. Weatherley 22 16 2 

4. Miss Ann Bichardson 136 19 2 

6. Mrs. Nesham 43 17 11 

e. Mrs. Anderson 63 6 

7. Mrs. Chartres 63 

8. Mrs. Pringle 63 9 

9. Mrs. L L. BeU 160 4 

10. Mrs. C. M. Fafaner 169 10 10 

11. Mrs. Drewry 70 2 

12. Mrs. Belfrage 78 11 3 

13. Mrs- O'Brien 106 11 4 

14. Mrs. Sieavenson 88 12 4 

15. Plant StaU 19 13 

16. PoorStaU 36 10 

17. Befk^shment StaU 37 

18. Bagged School Stall 6 2 8 

Single Admissions 198 6 6 

Season TlcketB 29 

£1.604 9 
The expenses, we believe, wiU be covered by the ad- 
mission monies. The bmlding fund, therefore, will 
be swdled by the bazaar to the extent of about ;£1,400. 
A site for the building has been given by the Corpora- 
tion; and Mr. Dobson has furnished a desim and 
plans gratuitously. Miss Coulson, of Blenkinsopp 
Castle, and Mrs. Bewicke, of Close House, have 
each sent a donation to the fund of £6. We 
omitted to state, in our notice of last week, that the 
excellent lemonade and soda water, which went off 
so briskly at Mn. Brady's stall, were supplied by our 
neighbour, Mr. H. L. Munro. 

^ 

Th» Nhw UnitabiahChuboh ih Newcastle.— The 
opening services of the church in New Bridge-street, 



Newoastle-apon-l^e, ereeted by the Hanover-square 
congregation, were continued on Easter Sunday, the 
16tE April. The Bev. B. B. Aadand, of Dnkinfield, 
Dreached in the monung, from Hebrews IL 8, " We 
see not yet all things put under him"— his object beinff 
to show that the moral and spiritual dominion^ 
Christ, although still imperfect, was srowing and ex- 
tending, and destined to be universiuly triumphant. 
He contrasted the Mien empire of the Btagyrite— the 
jEftvourite of Philip of Maoedon, the tutor So. friend of 
Alexander the Qreat— with that of the lowly Nazarene ; 
and, enumentins: the conquests of Jesus, past and pro- 
spective, he said he would not be deterred, by the 
present aspect of Europe, from classing among the 
trophies yet to be won by Christianity me establish- 
ment of the reim of Peace-^he burning of Uie chariots 
of War ; for when had statesmen striven so long and 
so anxiously to avoid recourse to arms ) When had 
Governments, so well prepired for hostilities, laboured 
so patiently, under the mfiuenoe of Christian senti- 
ment, for a peaceful solution of an international ques- 
tion! The Western Powers had exhausted eveiy 
means for the preservation of Peace, and only blew 
the dissonant trumpet-blast of War to avert a more 
terrible evil— to frustrate the ambitious objects of the 
most barbarous despotism that ever deluged Europe. 
In the course of his sermon, he alluded to the beautuul 
memorial window behind nim ; whidi, he said, had 
been made, with great propriety, emblematic of the 
one great truth of the Qospel — the resurrection of 
Christ from the dead — a met that threw, like its 
painted emblem, a softened yet glorious light into the 
spiritual temple. — ^The aftwnoon discourse was de- 
hvered b^ the Bev. Edward Tagart. of London, (from 
1 John, 1. 8, 9^ who recapitulated the objects to which 
the new church had already been dedicated, and said, 
one more remained— its dedication, namely, to peni- 
tence and amendment — to resistance of temptation, 
and to victory over its power. — In the evenmg, the 
Bev. Dr. Montgomery, of Dunmuny, Belfast, was the 
preacher, and took for his text the words of Scrip- 
ture — Psalm xdi. 1, and Hebrews xiL 6. From these 
passages he discoursed of the ^vemment of God, and 
reconciled His benevolence with the existence in the 
world of that sinfulness on which Mr. Ta^^art had 
dwelt, and of the *' lamentations, and mourmng, and 
woe." written in the '* roll of a book" that was sent to 
Ezeiiel. In the course of his sermon the doctor 
alluded to the godlike experiment now being tried in 
Newcastleof a Keformatory School for Juvenile Cri- 
minals, and prayed that it might be crowned with 
signal success. The church was so crowded that it 
was found necessaiy to throw aside the partition below, 
and make use of the school. The opening services 
will close to-morrow (Sunday, April 23), when tiie 
preachera are to be the Bev. Samuel Bache, of Bir- 
mingham, and the Beverend Thomas Hincks, of Shef- 
field. 

TheBevds. SamuelBache(Birmingham)and Thomas 
Hincks (Sheffield) preached the concluding sermons, 
on Sunday, April 30, in the new place of worship of the 
Newcastle Umtarians ; and in the evening, the Bev. 
George Harris intimated the aggregate amount of the 
collections to be ;£301 9s. The organ was played by 
Mr. Ions, jun., in the morning ; and by Mr. Middle- 
ton Bedsnaw in the eveninff. The frequent inquiiy, 
'*who played the organ t*'^ attested the satisfoction 
given by these rising organists. 
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THE GATBSHBAD TOWN-COUNCIL. 

KATOR. couKaLLOBS fHewitt, JaoiM 

fHaggle, DftTid Alltiuflexi, CtariB. fHodgson, R. W. 

ALDEEMEN. tBrtnton, OeODge Hunter, George 

fOommiiis, T.. fCkwk, WUliion fHymers, J. A. 

fHawka, Geoige fGrawshay, E. flonn, F. P. 

flister, John fDouglaSy William fPfttterson, 6. 

fPeiurson, C. J. Garbntt, C. fSIcelton, Jolm 

fBobson, Josepli fOray, Alex. Geo. fVidten, Jolm 

fanith, James Hansie. Peter fWileon, James 
0r Those marlced (f) were present. 

TowKHALL, TussDAT, Apkil 25. — The Council met 
this day, specially, to elect a Town Clerk in the room 
(A Mn Kell, resigned. 

Mr. Hall, the Town Surveyor, at the request of the 
Coimcil, took the minutes of the proceedings. 

Mr. Aid. Hawks rose and proposed that Mr. Gkorge 
Johnson Kenmir, as a fit and proper person, he elected 
to fill the vacant offices of Town Clerk and Clerk to 
the Local Board of Health. They all knew Mr. Ken- 
mir well ; he had heen horn and Drought up amongst 
them ; he had been a resident in the borough all his 
life ; and it must therefore be perfectly unnecessary 
to say one single word in recommending him to the 
&your of the Council. He occupied a deservedly 
high position as a lawyer ; and a more honourable, 
uprignt gentleman did not eidst. He filled for some 
years tJie office of Clerk to the Borough Justices, and 
veiy much they regretted his resignation. He was 
now more at liberty, and, if elected, would gladly 
accept the present vacancy. He trusted, then, that 
Mr. Kenmir would be elected-— and elected unani- 
mously. 

Mr. R. W. HoDOSON seconded the nomination. Mr. 
Kenmir was a man of integrity, ability, and straight- 
forwardness, and, he believed, would make an excel- 
lent public servant. 

There being no other nomination, the Matob took a 
show of han<£, and declared Mr. Kenmir to have been 
unanimously and duly elected. 

An inquiiy was made whether the Committee ap- 
pointed on the 20th inst. had anv report to make. 

Mr. HoDOBON doubted, if, looking at the terms of 
the notice convening the meeting, they could transact 
any other business beyond the simple election of a 
successor to Mr. Kell. 

Mr. Aid. CvMMiHB said, when he entered the room 
the election was in progress, and he naturally con- 
cluded that, as the Council appointed the Committee 
with an express reference to the election, this report 
had been presented. He certainly thought that ought 
to have been the first business. 

The Matob said, it was a pity Mr. Aid. Cummins 
had not come earlier, and kept them right. 

Mr. Aid. Hawks inquired where the Committee and 
the report were ? He knew nothing of any report. 
When he rose to nominate Mr. Kenmir, there was no 
mention of anything of the kind, and he had no idea 
he was at all irregular. 

Mr. Aid. Smith rose and said, the Committee had 
p:one over the books, and found them veiy correct 
mdeed. They had not had time to go minutely into 
details, or to prepare a written report, but they had 
ascerta^ed that Mr. Kell had received, fi^m the time 
of his election iu 1836 down to the close of the last 
quarter, £2,200 lOs. as salary, and that the law 
chari^es did not exceed £1,130, or about £63 a-year. 
Considering that in these chafes were included tra- 
velling expenses, cost of stamps, fees to counsel for 



opinions, and other monies out of pocket, the sum was 
extraordinarily small. 

Mr. Aid. BoBSoir thought it would be unnecessury 
to go more into detail at the prasent meeting. He 
would propose that they have time allowed them to 
procure further infoxmatioBi and that they should 
report at a future meeting. 

Mr. G&AT agreed with Mr. Bobson. The Committee 
had not had time to complete the inquiry. 

Mr. Hykers said, on examination, the law expenses 
had proved to be much less heavy than had previously 
been supposed. The books were veiy clear and cor- 
rect, havmg been kept in a most creditable manner. 
The Treasurer had aSbrded the Committee every in- 
formation in his power ; and if more time were allowed^ 
a detailed report could be prepared and presented. 

Mr. Aid. Hawks inquired why they should go back 
into the accounts of the last twenfy years f Was 
there any idea of calling upon Mr. Kell to refund ? 

The Mjltob said, certunly not. It was simply for 
their guidance as to the future that the inquiry was 
instituted. 

Mr. Hawks thought they had better decide at once 
on what terms 1^. Kenmir should hold the two 



Mr. Aid. Pbabson said he was quite sure they would 
ffet no man toserve them if the salaiy were made to 
mdude law diarges. 

Mr. Hewitt scud, he never had any idea of such an 
arrangement. What he had suggested, at the last 
meeting, was that the salaries of the two offices should 
be paid at the same time, and that so many different 
items should not appear in the accounts. 

Mr. HonosoN : That must necessarily be the case 
now, because the appointment to the two offices is 
made on the same day. It was not so before, because 
the appointments were separate, and made at dlfierent 
periods of the year. As to any notion that informa- 
tion was to be got guiding them to an airangement 
under which a fixed sum would cover all chaiges, 
that was quite preposterous. Mr. Pearson had justlv 
said that no gentleman would serve them on such 
terms. How could he ? He hoped they would be 
involved in no more law proceedings, but no man 
could read the future, and it was not to be expected 
that their Clerk would fight with uncertainties. 

Mr. A. Q. Qeat said, the inquiry arose out of a con- 
versation as to the periods of pasnnent, which led on 
to the subject of law expenses, and it was an instruc- 
tion to the committee to inquire into those expenses 
firom the first election of the Council. They must all 
feel, whatever the precise obiect of the inquiry, that 
the information which it haa elicited was highly satis- 
fieustory. The annual law charges had been remarkably 
small. That no more than fix>m £60 to £70 per year 
had been expended, was without parallel in England, 
in the case of any municipal corporation of equal im- 
portance. It never entered into the heads of tne Com- 
mittee, he was quite sure, to recommend that the 
salarv of the Clerk should include law charges. 

Mr. Aid. Smith said, firom 1836 to 1646, the salary 
was £80 a-year; to 1848, £110; and to the present 
time, £180. 

The conversation ended in a motion, moved by Mr. 
Skblton, seconded by Mr. Aid. Lister, and unani- 
mously adopted, that the salary be the same as here- 
tofore. 

Mr. Aid. Peabson observed, that the following 
day— Wednesday, April 26— was to be observed as a 
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day of prayer and humiliation ; and he had been re- 
quested by the Rector to say that he should be haopy 
to see them at St Mary's church. He moved that 
th^ go to church in precession. 

I^eoonded by Mr. Aid. QuuuiSB, and agreed to. 

liie meeting broke up. 

♦ --■ ■ - - 

Gail v, Cobpobation of Gatxshbad. — A corre- 
spondent has handed us the following statement of 
the expenses in this case : — 

Ooflts of plaintiff £145 

Ooits of defendants 275 14 8 

Damages 5 5 

£425 19 8 
He enresses some surprise that the defence should 
have been comparatively so costly ; but ** probably 
(he says) the matter will be explained at the CouncU 
meeting of Wednesday next." 

Thb Queen's Head Inn, Gateshead. — ^On Satur- 
day, April 22. Miss Murray, of the Half Moon inn, 
received her mends, for the first time, at her new 
establishment, the Queen's Head, rebuilt for her 
especial occupation, and comprising an extent of 
accommodation &x beyond what she possessed in the 
inn which she is now quitting. Far on to a hundred 
gentleman sat down to dinner — Mr. Alderman Robson 
presidinff, and Mr. John Davidson, the enterprising 
owner of the inn, filling the vice-chair. The company 
partook of '' ordinary' &re : — that is, the ordinary 
mre of the Half Moon, than which no reasonable man 
would ever wish for better. 



THE GATESHEAD TOWN-COUNCIL. 

MATOB. 

fHaggie, David 

ALDERMEN. 

•f<hunm]nB, T. 
fHawks, George 

Lister, John 
fPearaon, 0. J. 
fBobeon, Joseph 
tBmitb, James 



eOUNCTLLORS 

Allhusen, Chris. 
fBrinton, George 
fOook. ^niUam 
tCrawshay, B. 
fDoaglae, ^niliam 

Garbutt, C. 



fHewitt, James 
■fUodgson, R. W. 
f Hunter, George 

Hymers, J. A. 

lonn, F. P. 
fPatterson, G. 

Skelton, John 



Gray, Alex. Geo. fVicliers, John 
fWilson, James 



Hansie. Peter 
0r Those marked (f) were present. 

TowNHALii, Wbdnbbdav. Mat 3. — Quarterly Meet- 
fii^.— The Town Clb&k (Mr. J. G. Exnmib) read the 
minutes of previous meetings. 

Two or three appeals against payment of rates were 
heard and dismissed. 

Mr. William Harrison entered the room, and pre- 
sented a memorial, having about a dozen signatures, 
praying to be protected from the nuisance of the 
manure manufactory in Hillgate. He said it was a 
horrible nuisance, and very injurious to him in his 
business, by ii^urinj; his goods, his bread being re- 
tamed to mm offensive from manure. 

There was a warm expression of concurrence in 
the judgment pronounced by the memorialists, and of 
surprise that the Magistrates had given a oontraiy de- 
cision. 

Mr. HonoBON moved that the matter be agam 
brought before the Bench, with a view to an abate- 
ment of the nuisance. 

Seconded by Mr. Bbinton. 

Mr. Cook moved, as an amendment, that the Sur- 
veyor be instructed to wait on the occupier of the 
premises, to see if some arran^ment could not be 
made to remedy the evil comphuned oL 

Seconded by Mr. Wuuson. 



The amendment was negatived by 8 to 6, and the 
original motion adopted. 

The Town Clebk presented a routine report from 
the Parliamentary, Kailway, and Byelaw Committee, 
which was received and oonnrmed. 

The Town Clebk read a report from the Finance 
Committee. The Treasurer's cash-book presented a 
balance in hand of £1,181 15te. 8d. Accounts ordered 
to be paid amounted to ;£]25 13s. 8d.. reducing the 
balance to £1,055 198. The Churcnwardens and 
Overseers had wholly paid the borough rate to Feb- 
ruary 1, 1854. The new collector (Mr. Faus) had 
paid watch rate to the amount of £45 4s. 4d., and 
borough rate £112 13s. 7d. The current expenses of 
the quarter were estinuited at £400. The payment of 
£1,000 in discharge oi the mortgage-debt on the Town- 
hall was required to be arranged ; and it was proposed 
to reduce the amount to £500. Under these circum- 
stances it was recommended that a borough-rate of 
twopence in the pound should now be levied — (one 
penny in aid of the watch rate and one penny on the 

General acconnt) — to be made payable on the 1st of 
lUgust. The bill of costs of the defendants in " Cail 
V. Corporation" had been referred to Mr. Alderman 
Robson and Mr. Councillor Hodgson, with instruc- 
tions to examine it, and, vnth the Town Clerk, to 
confer with the defendants' solicitora, Messra. 
Griffith & Crighton — ask explanations — and ascer- 
tain if some reduction could not be made. Those 
gentlemen had reported that mominff. They had 
seen Mr. Crighton, who stated that the case of the 
Corporation had been got up with much labour and 
care ; that the outlay incurred on the part of the 
Corporation had been much greater than on the part 
of tne plaintiff'; that the extent of written and verbal 
evidence with which the Corporation case had to be 
supported caused the briefs to be large, and rendered 
the retaining of three counsel neednil; that the 
expense of the special juiy was borne exclusively bv 
the Corporation; that the under-sheriff and jury's 
fees on coming firom Durham to Gateshead to view uie 
road in (question were also borne exclusively^ by the 
Corporation : and, in short, that the cash paid out of 
pocket by tne Corporation solicitors amounted to a 
ikiger sum than the whole bill of costs, as taxed, of 
the plaintiff 's soliciters. Mr. Crighton, who frumished 
every information, regretted that the bill of costs was 
so hea^ ; but, from ue expense and labour bestowed, 
it was inevitably^ so. The chai^ were framed to 
meet taxation, if the Corporation deemed such a 
course proper, their professional services being barely 
recompensed ; the firm were willing to have their 
biU taxed; they would themselves, however, to 
meet the matter, and show respect to the applica- 
tion, reduce the balance due from £155 18s. 4d. to 
£140 :— not as an acknowledgment of the bill having 
been overcharged, but in the expectation of avoiding 
any unpleasantness in the final settlement of the 
costs of the suit. — ^The subcommittee, personally cog- 
nizant of the vety great labour given by the firm, 
thought the considerate offer now made ought to be 
accepted, and the affair terminated.—- The conmiittee, 
having received this report, agreed to recommend the 
Council to make payment of the reduced balance of 
£140 out of the general district fimd. They also 
recommended that £5 be paid to the Treasurer, out 
of the borough rate, as one year's salary due Much 9. 
The report having been received, it was stated, in 
reply to Mr. Coos, that the Treasurer's saluy. 
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aHegether, was £^y but only £d was payable on 
Account of the borough rate. 

From a conversation. ori^[inated by Mr. Hodoson, 
it appeared that the collection would be simplified if 
the borough-rate were to be levied from the end of 
June, and the rates would be more intellipble to 
those who had to pay them. To effect this object, it 
was at first contemplated that a rate should be made 
for six weeks or two months, but Mr. Hbwitt sug- 
gested that no rate at all should be required for that 
period. They were, he said, in a good position to 
make the sacrifice— never better ; and he moved the 
«onfirmartion of the report of the Finance Committee, 
subject to this modification. Mr. Hodgbov seconded 
the motion, and highly complimented Mr. Fairs on 
his collection of the rates, which had placed them in 
their advantageous position. The motion was unani- 
mously adoi)ted. 

The coets in '* Call v. Corporation." it was stated in 
reply to Mr. Cook, would be borne by the whole pro- 
perty of the borough, the general dbtrict rate and the 
poor-rate being ooSxtensive. 

Mr. Aid. Smith moved that the mortgage debt of 
<£l,000 on the Townhall be discharged, and that the 
loan of £dOO, offered through Mr. Alderman Robson, 
be accepted. 

Seconded by Mr. Bbuttov, and carried. 

The Toww Clbbk read a report from the Public 
Health Committee. Mr. Thomas Bell had decided, 
as arbitrator between Mr. Cook and the Corporation, 
that if Mr. Cook placed a wall on his western boundary, 
At the south end of the Stoneyflat carriage road, the 
outside of such wall must be placed in the line of the 
stems of his present fence. Having examined the 
plan of the Surveyor for the drainage of the eastern 
district, and read the written details of the work, the 
committee recommended that the same, if approved, be 
sent to Mr. Austin, of the General Board of Health, 
in reply to his request for the complete particulars of 
the proposed work. The report dealt with several 
routine mattere, and, among other things, recom- 
mended the disapproval of a pl^i of new streets at 
Bensham, in consequence of defective width and 
XenenJ unsuitable arrangements. 

The report was received. 

Mr. Aid. Pkamov, in moving that the Surveyor's 
plans, dcc.^ be sent up to Mr. Austin, said they did 
great credit to Mr. Hall, who was much to be com- 
mended tot the pains which he had b^towed upon 
them. 

Seconded by Mr. Aid. Hawkb, and agreed to. 

On the motion of Mr. Hoi>a80N, .seconded by Mr. 
Aid. Smith, the report was confirmed. 

Mr. Aid. Cummins gave notice of a motion for an 
increase of the Treasurer's salaiy. 

Adljoumed to June 7. 
— — ^ 

GATESHEAD POOBrLAW UNION. 

BoABn Room, Tuesday, Max 2.— Present :— The 
Chairman and Vioe-Chairman ; G. H. Ramsay, Esq., 
J.P. ; F. J. Crow, Esq., J.P. ; and Messrs. Claik, 
Makepeace, Murr^Tomlin, Greene, Cook. Simpson, 
Sowerby, 8mith,| Hodgson, Brinton, and Ramsay 
(John). 

Mr. Cook (for the Clerk) read the minutes. 

Cheques were issued to the amount of £Z^ 4b. 9d., 
including ^^135 to Mr. Pattison, £50 to Mr. SiU, £&0 
to Mr. azwald, and £60 to Mr. HalL 



The fortnightly returns showed that 2,04 ) perso n 
had receivea outdoor relief in the first week of the 
fortnight, and 2,025 in the second, £16 19s. havii^ 
been administered in money and £232 4s. 6d. in kind. 
There were 160 paupers in the workhouse at the com- 
mencement and close of the fortnight. 

The arrears of calls due were stated to be — Gates- 
head, £522 19s. ; Heworth, £141 13s. 5d. ; Chopwell, 
£12 10s. ; Ryton Woodside, £21 : Stella, £14 15s. ; 
Whickham, £501 Os. 6d; and Winlaton, £378 12s. Id, 
The Treasurer had a balance in hand of £688 16s. 2d., 
being £364 lis. 5d. in excess of the cheques. 

Some remarks were made on the extentof the arrears, 
and especially in respect to Whickham and Winlaton— 
in which quarters, said Mr. Honosoii, a hint should 
be given. Mr. Ramsat replied in their behalf; and 
the Chairman observed that, at the present season, 
there was some excuse, as the new Churchwardens 
and Overseers were just coming into office, and had 
not had time to collect the rates. Mr. Gbeeitb having 
spoken in support of prompt collection and payment, 
Mr. Ramsat moved that the collectors generally be 
summoned to the next meeting ; which motion was 
seconded by Mr. Hodqsok, and carried nem. eon. 
Arising out of a remark made during the discussion, 
as to the absence ot Mr. Ramsay from some meeting, 
it was resolved that whenever meetings were sum- 
moned by circular, ex officio Guardians should receive 
notices in common with tiie rest, and also that they 
should be placed on the committees — Mr. Ramsav to 
be a member oi the Finance Committee, and Mr. 
Crow of the Workhouse Committee — all the com- 
mittees, however, being open to every member of the 
Board. 

A letter was read from Mr. Foreman. Clerk of the 
Union, resigning his office on the grouna of ill health, 
and expressing his gratitude for the kindness and con- 
fidence ot the Board. He proposed to hold the 
appointment, with the permission of the Guardians, 
until the end of the quaiter in June, after the audit, 
as the most convenient time for a change ; which Mr. 
Raksat thought a very reasonable proposal ; and the 
Yiob-Chairhav (Mr. Aid. Robson), in moving the 
acceptance of the resignation, prooosed that the new 
election be made that day six weeks. Seconded by 
Mr. Hodgson, and carried. Mr. Cook stated, in reply 
to inquiries, that Mr. Foreman intended to retain the 
office of Superintendent-Registrar. Mr. Makepeacs 
advocated tne payment of the Clerk by a sidary to 
cover the cost of elections. He thought it objection- 
able that he should receive a farthing per ratepayer in 
every case of a contested election — a mode of payment 
holding out an inducement to the getting up of 
uncalled-ior contests. Mr. Rambav said it would be 
as well to ascertain, by another meeting, how much 
such contests had cost. The Chairman said, the infor- 
mation was already on the table as to the elections of 
the present year, the payments to the Clerk having 
amounted to £51 15s. 8d. Mr. Ramsat thought, 
with Mr. Makepeace, that a change was advisable^ 
and stated that a contest had arisen in Winlaton, after 
it was understood there would be none, through a 
nomination made by an assistant-overseer of another 
part of the union. He had remonstrated with the 
officer ; and his excuse was, that it was in retaliation 
of a contest got up in Stella. (Laughter.) The 
Chairman said, in reply to a Guardian, that the act 
of parliament prescribed the mode of taking the elec* 
tionsyandanoraerof the Poor Law Board fixed thescale 
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of remnneration. Contests or not, lie added, the Clerk 
received ^67 odd for his services in connection with the 
annual elections. After some further conversation, 
the TioB-CHAiBKAir moved a resolution to the eSed 
that the Board he requested to sanction the payment 
of the Clerk by an annual salary of ;£120, inclusive of 
his services at elections. Seconded by Mr. Makb- 
PBAOE, and carried. 

Jdr. Makxpeaob putthe auestion whether a Quardian 
could sit for two places f Mr. Hodgson said, he sup- 
posed he could, if he were duly elected, and were willing 
to do double duty. Mr. Makepeaob said, he thouffht 
that one of the two seats should be resigned. He be- 
lieved that such a thing as one Guardian sitting for 
two places was unparalleled in England. Mr. Hodgson 
said, a ratepayer doubly- elected was highly honour^, 
and perhaps such cases did not often occur. Mr. 
Sixpsov, in reference to a remark that if the rate- 
payers were satisfied, the Guardians need not inter- 
fere, emphatically aeclared that they were quite 
satisfied with Mr. Cook in the West, and had no desire 
for a change. Mr. Toxlih siud, Mr. Cook had stood 
for three places and was elected for two. He thought 
the CommLssioners should be re(|uested not to ^]ow 
any ratepayer to be nominated out of his own parish. 
Contests were got up for no benefit that Hewoiih was 
to gain. Mr. Cook said, if Mr. Tomlin were so fosci- 
nated with the office of Guardian, it was a pity that 
the law did not appoint him permanently. But, so 
long as the law remained as it was, he was afiraid the 
ratepayers must be allowed to nominate such eligible 
candidates as they chose. He (Mr. Cook) was a rate- 
payer of Heworth, and had just as much right to be 
nominated as Mr. Tomlin ; and as to contested elec- 
tions, whenever they occurred he bore his share of the 
cost in common with every other ratepayer. Mr. 
Tomlin said, Mr. Cook got up contests. One Thomas 
Smith, who was connected with a building society 
that met in Mr. Cook's house, nominated a seventh 
candidate at Mr. Cook's instigation, after six had 
already been agreed upon, and thus produced a con- 
test. Mr. Cook deniM the truth of the statement : — 
it was not correct. Mr. Toklin said, he only stated 
what Smith had repeatedly asserted. The man had 
apologized in public company for what he liaddone. 
The conversation dropped. 

A letter was read m>m the Poor Law Board, to 
which Mr. Brown, of Winlaton, snrgeon, had ap- 
pealed against the reftisal of the Guardians to allow 
nis bill for medical services during the cholera 
epidemic The Board had told him tiiat they could 
not interfere. The Winlaton Guardians now recom- 
mended that he should have £5, No motion was 
founded on the Winlaton recommendation, it being 
considered unadvisable to redpen the question of the 
medical bills. 

Some other business was transacted, and the Board 
proceeded to the relief of the poor. 
- ■■ ^ 

MxLANOHOLT AooiDBVT AT Laksslet. — On May 
16th, J. M. Favell, Esq., held an inquest at the Ba- 
vensworth Arms inn, liamesley, on the body of James 
Hume, ajB^ed 26, footman at Bavensworth C^tle. On 
the previous Sunday, the Hon. Mr. and Mrs. T. 
Liddell were about to return from morning service. 
The deceased was ascendiiu; ihe caniage, when he 
slipped his foot and fell to the ground. His boot heel 
ihtermg become entangled, he was dragged sevexal 



yards ; and before the hones conld be stopped, he ihb- 
tained severe isjuiy on the back part of the neck, pro- 
ducing dislocation. He was also bruised in various 
parts of the body. Immediately the carriage was 
Drought to a stand, Mr. Liddell alighted, and had the 
unfortunate yonng man conveyed to the Bavensworth 
Arms — Mrs. Liddell taking prompt measures to secure 
medical aid from Whickham. The Bev. B. H. Wil- 
liamson, the incumbent, with Mr. Liddell, remained 
with deceased till he expired, about three-quarters of 
an hour after the accident. Mr. Steavenson, surgeon, 
of Whickham, shortly arrived, but could be of no ser- 
vice. The deceased was a native of Netherwitton, 
whither a messenger was sent to his bereaved parents 
with the sad intelligence. He had onlv been at the 
castle five weeks, oeing previously of Nunnykirk. 
Yerdict, '* Accidental Death." Lord Bavensworth, 
the venerable master of the deceased, on hearing of 
the sad catastrophe, was much afiected. 

St. John's Cbuboh, Gatbshbad Fell. — This 
church was reSnened on May 21, after being repaired 
and cleaned. Sermons were preached on the occasicm 
by the Bev. B. H. Williunson, incumbent of 
Lamesley, to numerous congregations, and collections 
made amounting to jCl8 17s. A. It is gratifying to 
witness the attention which is bestowed on the work 
of education in connection with this church, and the 
care with which the children are trained to assist in 
the chants and the psalmody. 

GATESHEAD POOB LAW UNION. 

Board Book, Titiesdat, Mat 16.— Present :— The 
Chairman and Yice-Chaurman, and Messrs. CUrk, 
Makepeace, Anderson, Cook, Smith, and Brinton. 

Mr. Cook read the minutes of the previous meet- 
ing. Also, a note from Mr. Wardle, tiie architect, 
stating, as to the faulty wall at the umon workhouse, 
that Mr. Pearson had rebuilt a portion of it, and it 
was now satis&ctory. 

The returns laid on the table showed that, in the 
first week of the preceding fortnight, 2,358 persons 
had received outdoor relief, amounting to xl42 13s. 8d., 
and in the second week 2,347, amounting to 
£123 18s. 7d., (the numbers relieved in the corre- 
sponding weekiB of 1853 being respectively 2,018 and 
1,968, and the cost jei27 lis. 3d. and jC117 2s. Id.) 
There were 160 paupers in the union workhouse at the 
commencement of tne fortnight, and 155 at its close. 

Cheques were issued to the amount of £803 5s. 3d., 
the balance in the hands of the Treasurer being 
£1,694 7s. 9d., or £891 2b. 6d. in excess of the 
cheques. Gateshead, it appeared, had paid £117 Is. 
in advance, towards the nezt call; Heworth, 
£13 6s. 7d.; Chopwell, £12 10s.; Crawcrook, 
£1 14s. 6d. ; Byton Woodside, £20; Stella, 5s. 
Whickham was £234 in arrear; and Winlaton, 
£191 12s. Id. 

Pursuant to the resolution of the previous meetinff, 
the collectors of rates were in attendance. Some little 
explanation " made things pleasant" for the whole of 
them, until the Guardians came to Whickham. To 
account for the Whickham arrears, it was stated that, 
through some misunderstanding, too small a rate haa 
been imnosed. Next came Winlaton— where, also, 
too small a rate had been imposed. The collector 
said, there was a notion amongst them that they had 
a parochial baknce standing to the good, and there- 
fore a small rate would suffice. The Chiunnan said. 



Digitized by 



Google 



42 



the notion was fiiilacious. Winlaton and Whickham 
stood in precisely the same position as every other 
district in the union. Credit was always given for 
the balances in making the calls, and there was no 
foundation for the plea now urged by the church- 
wu^ens and overseers. The collector said, it was not 
churchwardens and overseers only who held the 
notion, but also ex offidoi. The Chairman said, it 
was an erroneous one, whoever held it : and an extra 
rate must be laid to meet the call. He spoke under 
correction of the Boai-d. but he believed they would 
support him in saying, tnat it the money were not paid 
forthwith, steps would be taken to enforce the law. 
The Board proceeded to the relief of the poor. 
— • 

DEATH OF MR. G£ORQE STRAEER. 

Off! of our most aged townsmen, Mr. Qeoige 
Stiller, of Ofttherine-terrace, expired on Saturday, 
May 13th, in the 85th year of his afe, from decav of 
nature, the deceased having enjoyed almost unbroken 
good health during the whole course of his long exist- 
ence. He was a native of NewcasUe-upon-IVne, 
where he was bom at the North Shore, in September, 
1769, of humble parents. The riverside being his 
playground, he eany became fiuniliar with shipping, 
and expert in climbing the rigging ; and in afterlife, 
one of his fiftvourite themes was the importance of 
having a mast and rigging erected in connection with 
every public school, uiat the youth of this maritime 
countiy might acquire in sport those habits which 
would fit them for the merchant or naval service, and 
incline them fas it did him) to choose the vocation of 
a mariner. He lived to see this, in common with 
others ot hissuggestions of public policy, very generally 
accepted and approved by nis countrymen. 

Mr. Straker was many years at sea, and became, 
from a commander, an owner of vessels ; nor, when 
he retired from a seafiuing life, was he less successful 
as a farmer and grazier. He held land at Hillhead, 
under Lord Ravensworth; and also, subsequently, 
at Gloucester Lodge, near Seaton Delaval. A 
picture of lus prize-ox (which ox he publicly exhibited 
both in this country and in Ireland) was not a 
less - treasured ornament oi his walls, than any 
'* painted ship" which he possessed '* upon a painted 
ocean." 

The latter years of Mr. Straker's life were passed in 
Newcastle and Gateshead. Li the year 1838 he was 
invited by 182 of the burgesses of St Nicholas's ward, 
in the former borough, to become a candidate for its 
representation in the town-council. He accepted the 
invitation^ and was returned without a contest. He 
remained in office mx years, marked by ceaseless acti- 
vity in the performance of his public duties, and by 
many stormy debates, long to be remembered by his 
colleagues. On his retirement in 1844, a bubscription 
was set on foot in the ward for the purchase of a testi- 
monial ; and a silver salver was presented to him in 
1845, '* in testimony of their admiration of the zeal, 
perseverance, and integrity with which, while a town- 
councillor, he defended the rights and interests of his 
fellow-townsmen." 

Owing to defective education in early life, the de- 
ceased &cked the frill use and benefit of nis great 
natural endowments. He was what is commonly 
called ** a stronff-minded man ;" but the culture which 
would have aualified him skilfully and effectively to 
have controlled and directed his mental powers, was 



wanting ; and, as is not uncommonly the case with 
such original men, there was more of fire and force 
in hb efforts in debate, than of successful service. 
As a politician^ he was long in advance of his age. In 
letters to public men and to newspapers, he advocated 
free trade, the abolition of the embargo syston, the 
repeal of tiie duty on sea indentures and other salutary 
measures, now reooenized in our State policy. It is also 
to his honour that he was tiie first donor to the Master 
Mariners' Asylum, and one of the originators of the 
Society for the Relief of the Widows and Orphans of 
Shipwrecked Mariners. 

When Chartism was rampant in the land, and the 
deceased, at a public meeting in the townhall of 
Gateshead, was hurling defiance at any proud invader 
that might threaten the shores of Old England, he was 
met by shouts of scorn. Chartist cries were raised 
that the people or England were '* slaves," and it 
mattered not to them whether their masters were of 
their own or of Russian blood. Mr. Straker, who was 
not a man to be overborne, threw back this libel on his 
oountirmen, and said he knew that the very men who 
uttered it would themselves repel invasion. *' No ! 
no !" was the cry : " we'd welcome it" With a thun- 
dering esroletive, the deceased bulged his fist on the 
table, and swore that if the Russians were attempting 
a landing at Tynemouth, he would not be able to hold 
a man who heard him firom runniDg down to the coast, 
and casting them into the sea. The outburst was re- 
ceived with a roar of good-humoured laughter, with 
renewed counter-protestations : but, in the year of his 
death, Mr. Straker witnessed tne fulfilment of his pre- 
diction. 

His epitaph was written inthe^ear 1835, and trans- 
mitted to him by post He had it printed for private 
distribution, and it ran through two editions, both of 
which were circulated by himsell We need not hesi- 
tate, therefore, to copy it into this obituary notice :— 

Here lie the bones of George Stnker, whom Death only 
could conquer. He was as overbearing a tyrant, with the 
tongue, ms ever waged war against independence. And 
yet the man had nuny virtues. In him the poor and un- 
fortunate were safe of an ardent and sincere Mend, and 
happ^ they who secured liis aid. The widows and orphans 
of shipwrecked mariners will long cherish his memory as a 
zealous and kind benefiM^r, and over his grave shed the 
tribute of a tear. Of quick discernment and a vigorous 
mind, combining an exterior of Herculean mould with a 
front like Jove's " to threaten and command," he was in 
war of words as a giant among his fellow-men (for his metal 
was of the gravity of a 74). and will go down to posterity 
with reverential awe. How many a victim was laid low 
by his potent tongue ! He slew brokers and fitters as Sam- 
son of old the Philistines. Not, indeed, by the bone of the 
dull ass, but by the steam-engine power of his own tre- 
mendous jaw, put in motion by a soul <tf fire, ne>er to be 
subdued or controlled by aught human. Thus powerfol in 
body as in mind, he was equally to be dreaded at the fist as 
in argument Let the taXat of heart tread lightly over his 
grave, now Death has gained a victory which man never 
could.— 1858. 

Until very recently, it seemed not improbable that 
the date affixed to this epitaph might prove prophetic — 
if it were not, indeed, nUsiiied by the survival of its 
subject until a later period. He walked about 
amongst us, if with failing stren^, without sickness, 
and apparentiy with years yet in store ; but, a few 
weeks ago. Decay commenced her work more rapidly, 
and he passed away, as he bad lived, without disease. 

The remains of the deceased were interred on May 
16thy in St. Cuthbert's cemeteiy, Gateshead. 
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CHURCH LEASEHOLDS. 

AT a PUBLIC MJIBTINO of LBA8EH0LPERS of 
EPISCOPAL and CAPITULAR PROPERTY 
within the I)ioce8e of Dnrham, and of persons who, 
although not Leaseholders, are interested in such 
Property, held in the Townhall of Gateshead, on 
Tuesday, the 23d of M&y, 1854, (the Worshiphil the 
MATOR of Gateshead in the Chair,) it was unani- 
moQsly resolved :— 

Moved bv Qeorse Crawshay, Esq., 
Seconded by John Greene, Esq., 

1. That an Association be formed under the title ef 
the Newcastle and Gateshead District Church Lease- 
holders' Association, for the purpose of protecting the 
interests of the Leaseholders of Episcopal and Capitu- 
lar Property in Gateshead and the a4ioininp districts, 
by watching all Measures which mav be introduced 
into Parliament in reference to Church Property, and 
by obtaining either the introduction of such Measures, 
or of such Clauses into Measures introduced by other 
parties, as shall provide that any System for the 
Enfranchisement of Church Leaseholds shall be 
framed in strict ooniormity with those Riffhts of 
Renewal of Leases at Customary Fines which have so 
long existed, or that the existing Tenure may be so 
settled as to justiiy the Investment of Capital by 
Leaseholders, and secure them in an uninterrupted 
possession of their Leaseholds. 

That the Subscription of Members, who may be 
either Leaseholders or not, shall be lOs. 6d. per 
annum. 

That the business of the Association shall be 
managed by a President, two Vice-Presidents, and a 
Secretarv, together with twelve other Members to be 
elected by the Association, who shall, together, form 
the Committee of the Association. 

That General Meetings of Uie Association shall be 
held at such times and places as the Committee may 
appoint. 

That the Association do co5pemte with the other 
Associations formed within the Diocese for the attain- 
ment of the common object in view. 

Moved bv T. H. Henderson, Esq., 
Secondea by Thomas Hewett. Esq.. 

2. That the Mayor of Gateshead tor the time bemg 
be the President of the Association; that William 
Hutt, Esq., M.P., and H. G. Liddell, Esq., M.P., be 
the Vice Presidents; and that Ralph Walters, John 
Greene, William HymersJSeoige Hawks, John Barras, 
George Crawshay, R. C. Forster, William Wylsm, G. 
J. Eenmir, William Kell, J. S. Forster, and Anthony 
Nichol, Esqrs., be the twelve Members, with power to 
add to their number, to be associated with the above, 
and with them to form the Committee ot the Asso- 
ciation. 

Moved by William Wylam, Esq^ 
Seconded by Geoige Crawshay, Esq., 

3. That Mr. W. H. Brockett be the Secretary of the 
Association, with a salaryto be fixed hereafter. 

Moved by Ralph Walters, Esq., 
Seconded by Ralph Coulthard, Esq.. 

4. That in case furtner Funds than the Ann^^l 
Subscriptions be required, the Committee are authorized 
by this Meeting to raise the same by a pro raki Rate 
on the Leaseholders of the district. 

Moved by Peter Haggle, Esq., 
Seconded by John fiuias, fiiq., 

5. That the Members for the Southern Division of 
Northumberland, for both Divisions of the County of 



Durham, and for the Boroughs ot Newcastle, Tyne- 
mouth, Gateshead, South Shields, Sunderland, and 
Durham, be respectfully rej^uested to form themselves 
into a Committee, to meet in London, for the purpose 
of carrying out the objects of the Association ; that the 
Committee of this Association do confer with the Com- 
mittees in .other districts, with a view to the necessary 
arrangemeiits for the operations of the London Com- 
mittee; and that the Member for Gateshead be 
requested to be the Convener of such Committee. 
Moved by George Hawks, Esq., 
Seconded by Ralph Walters, Esq.^ and 
Supported by George Crawshay and William 
^nbridge^ Esqrs., 

6. That as a Bill is now before the House of Lords 
for continuing the Act (which is about to expire) for 
fiicilitating the Enfranchisement of Episcopal and 
Capitular Property, and as that Bill does not contain 
such Clauses as satis&ctorily secure due consideration 
of the Interests of the Lessees, a Petition be adopted 
by this Meeting, praying that such Clauses may be 
introduced as slmll provide that, in estimating the 
Amount to be paid in Cases of Enfranchisement the 
existing and long-continued Right to Renewal at 
Customary Fines be taken into account; that in 
Cases in which the Lessors and Lessees cannot agree 
upon Terms, the matter be left 'to the Decision of 
Arbitraton, as in other Cases of Property enfranchised ; 
which Arbitrators shall also take into account the 
interest above mentioned ; and that the Lessors and 
Lessees shall have authority to agree that the Amount 
to be paid for the Enfranchisement of any Property 
may be paid in a Sum in full, or in the shape of a 
perpetual Rentcharge on the Property. That the 
Earl of Durham be requested to. present the petitlba 
to the House of Lords, and Mr. Hutt, M.P., that to 
the Commons* 

Moved by John Greene, Eso., 
Secondea by R. C. Forster, Esq., 

7. That the Council of the Borough be requested to 
grant the use of the Townhall for the Meetings of the 
Committee. 

DAVID HAGGIE, Mayor. 
The Mayor having acceded, in the name of the 
Council, to the closing Resolutioui it was unanimously 
resolved : — 

Moved by Geoige Hawks, Esq., 
Seconded by Ralph Waltera^ Esq., 

8. That the Thanks of the Meeting be given to the 
Worahipful the Mayor for his Attendance and Services, 
and for his prompt and liberal compliance with the 
wishes of the Meeting. 

The Gatbshead Dispeitsabt.— The Building Com- 
mittee held a meeting May 25 ; and we are apprised 
that, the site generously offered by Mr. Ellison having 
been necessarily abandoned (owing to the contumelious 
disregard of their application for enfranchisement), 
fiii-ther efforts to meet the wishes of the friends of the 
Dispensaiy have been made, and have been so fax 
successful, that an existing building, admirably 
situated and suited for the object, has been met with, 
which may be had on eligible terms. We trust, 
therefore, uiat no further time will be lost, but that a 
prompt application will be made to the public, to 
ascertain if the purchase money can be raised. It is 
due to the Bishop of Durham to remnit, that on the 
25tii of September, 1853, his lordship, paying im* 
mediate attention to the Secretaiy 's letter of the 24tii, 
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stated that he would put it into Mr. Greeley's hands 
on the following day. On the 2d of December, no 
turUier communication having reached him, the Secre- 
taiy wrote to the Auditor, recapitulating the corre- 
spondence, and " requesting to be informed whether 
the application of the Building Committee would be 
granted." Still no answer — and none to this day ! 

St. Cuthbebt'b Day School, Gateshead. — The 
Rector (Dr. Davies), who has already largely extended 
the educational &cilities of the humbler classes in 
Gateshead, now proposes that a week-day school shall 
be connected with the new church of St. Outhbert. 
There has for some time been a Sunday-school, 
meeting within the church. Dr. Davies projects the 
erection of a school-house, for both day and Sunday 
schools, and has made considerable progress in the 
raising of the requisite fund. H. W. Askew, Esq., 
will give the site. The Bishop ot Durham and the 
firm, of Hawks & Orawshay each contribute £25 ; 
Lord Ravensworth, £10, and the Hon. T. Liddell, 
Hon. Mrs. T. Liddell, and Mrs. Richmond, £1 each ; 
the Rector, Gray & Crow, Mrs. Tulloch, and Joseph 
Chimett, C. Bulmer, and Ralph Walters, Esqrs., each 
£10; Miss Crow, AWin & Co., Rev. G. T. Fox, and 
J. W. Howey, C. J. Pearson, R. W. Hodgson, Geoige 
Hedlej, John Abbot, W. Peareth, and John Barras, 
Esars., each £6 ; Mr. Philip Smith, £2 2s. ; Mr. T. 
Bulcraie, £1 Is. ; with smaller subscriptions. So 
good a beginning, well followed up, will lead to suc- 
cess ; and we have not the slightest doubt that the 
school will not only be subetanti^y built, but liberally 
and efficiently maintained. 

GATESHEAD POOR LAW UNION. 
BoAAi) Roox, Mat 30.— Present :— The Chairman 
and Vice-chairman, and ISIessrs. Cook, Greene, Smith, 
Sowerby, Makepeace, and B&piall. 

Mr. OooK, the acting Clerk, read the minutes, and 
ten notices of marriage. He reported that £332 10s. 
was due from Gateshead, £124 Ss. 5d. from Heworth, 
£5 15s. 6d. from Crawcrook, £13 10s. from Stella, 
£29 13s. lOd. from Ryton Woodside, £446 10s. from 
Whickham (exclusive of £50 paid in that morning), 
and £233 4s. 7d. from Winlaton. Balance in the 
Treasurer's hands, £1,185 15s. lOd. Cheques issued 
this day, £515 7s. lid. Surplus, £670 7s. lid. 

The returns of outdoor relief for the past fortnight 
showed the number of paupers and the outlay as 
follows : — 

First week S405 ...£150 11 9) 

Second week 2365 ... 134 2 5 

OOBRBSPONDUia WBSK OF LAST TEAR. 

First week 1954 ... 12114 1 

Second week 1947 ... 116 11 3 

The CuBBK read a letter from Mr. Tinn, of Bensham, 
the owner of land adjoining the union workhouse, in 
which, understanding that an extension ot the house 
was contemphited, he made an offer of sale ; and said, 
if the Board would take half-an-acre, he would sdi at 
2s. 6d. per yard, (being £000 per acre). 

From the conversation which followed, it did not 
appear that any present extension was contemplated ; 
but, whether the building was executed or not, the 
Chaibmar thought it womd be prudent if tiie House 
Committee, before they were hemmed in. were to inspect 
the ground, and see how &r it woula be prudent to 
entertain the proposaL Mr. Hurst had suggested 
that a girls' ward should be built.— Mr. Maxepbacb : 



It is very much wanted.— The Chairman added, 
that the women's ward had already been rendered 
less eligible by some of Mr. Tinn's erections. — The 
ffround in question, it was stated, was laid out for 
building purposes; and the Board of Health had 
demurred to the plans. — Mr. Gbebrb moved that the 
letter be referred to the House Committee. Seconded 
by Mr. Briktok, and carried. 

The Clebk read a letter from the Poor Law Board, 
in reply to one which he had written, communicating 
a copy of the resolution of the Quudians in favour of 
paying £120 a year to the Clerk— instead of £100, and 
extras for elections. The Poor Law Board stated 
that the mode of remuneration was governed by a 
general order, applicable to all unions, and they saw 
no reason why Qateshead should form an exception. 
They had received no complaints, from anv quailer, 
against the existing practice. — The Yicb Chairman 
(Mr. Alderman Robson) moved that the salary be the 
same as before. — Seconded by Mr. Bbinton. — Mr. 
Makepeaob said, he supposed they had no choice : 
they must obey their superiors. — Mr. W. Clabk : 
They are not willing to correct any abuses. — Motion 
put and carried. 

The question was raised whether the vacancy in the 
office of Clerk should be advertised. Mr. Swinbubnb, 
it seemed to be generally understood, would be 
appointed to the office } and some of the Guardians 
thought it might only be giving useless trouble to 
candidates, if an advertisement were inserted in the 
newspapers. Ultimately, however, it was resolved to 
advertise. 

There was now a ** delicate investigation,'* evolving 
the following facts :— Mr. Qreene had discovered that 
one of the inmates of the house, named Dorothy C^rr, 
aged 28, had given birth to an illegitimate child, 
conceived while she was an inmate, and of which no 
report had been made to the Bouxl. Mr. Main, the 
workhouse-master, said he had named the faci to Mr. 
Foreman. The Chairman, also, was cognizant of the 
occurrence. The master and matron had questioned 
her as to the parentage of the child, but she refused 
to confess ; and it was not until Mr. Greene interro- 
arated her, that she g^ve the name of John Dawson as 
the fither— a smith in Newcastle. 

Mr. John Pattison, the relieving officer, who had 
investigated the case, stated that the woman was — 

Admitted, pregnant August 14, 1849. 

Delivered September 16, 1849. 

Left the house July 30, 1851. 

Readmitted October 29, 1851. 

Delivered April 9, 1854. 

The woman told him (Mr. Pattison) that she had 
made the acquaintance of Dawson at a Temperance 
Hotel in Newcastle, while she was out ot the house in 
1851 ; and after her return she used to see him during 
occasional absences on leave. 

Mr. Qbeene said, he was surprised that the woman 
should have been so long in the house, and the child 
not affiliated. The Chairman stated, that in visiting 
the house the birth was brought under his notice, 
but he could not press the mother on the subject at 
the time ; and, indeed, they had no power over her ; 
the question rested with the Magistrates ; the law 
had been altered since Mr. Greene was an overseer. — 
Mr. Gbeene said, if women were to be allowed to go 
out and in, and bear child after child, the law ought 
to be amended. — Mr. Cook thought with Mr. Greene 
that inquiry was called for. Although he was the 
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acting Clerk, he had never heard of the affair until 
brought to his notice on the previous day. — The Vicu- 
Ohaibmait was afraid that it would be very difficult 
to prevent such occurrences altogether, but such a 
person ought not to be allowed to go out of the 
nouse.— Mr. Makepeace : Take what precautions we 
may, we must be liable to such things. — The woman 
was called in and examined. She said the intimacy 
was not formed in the house, nor did she ever see the 
&ther of the child there. She was out when it 
hap|>ened. When she went out on an errand, she 
fell in with him. They got acc[uainted at a Tem- 
perance Hotel, and there the intmiacy began. This 
was her third child. Her three children had three 
fathers. The mistress and master asked her who was 
the last child's &ther — the mistress often. She 
refused to tell. She first told Mr. Greene. She was 
never out of the house without leave. She did not 
think it would be proper to say where she went to 
with the father of the child when they met The 
same thing had occurred to others, and nothing was 
said. In Mr. Usher's time, there was Margaret 
Burrell had a child, and nothing was said about 
her. — ^The woman having retired, it did not appear 
that anything could be done ; and one or two ot the 
Guardians remarked, that as it was only twice in ten 
years that such an affair had occurred, it did not call 
for great surprise. 
The Board proceeded to the relief of the poor. 
^ ■ ■ ■ 

CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

The annual services in connection with the New- 
castle and Gateshead auxiliaries have been held during 
the present week. 

On May 28, sermons were preached at St. Thomases 
and St. John's, Newcastle ; and at St. Mary's, St. 
Outhbert's, and Trinity, Gateshead. Seldom hsA St. 
Mary's been so crowded as on Sunday morning, when 
the preacher was the Rev. D. C. Browning, formerly 
minister of the Close (Presbyterian) church in New- 
castle, and afterwards minister of the Blackett- street 
(Presbyterian) church : — now incumbent of Canton, 
in Glamorganshire. The other preachers were the 
Rev. Charles Overton, vicar of Cottingham, Yorkshire, 
and the Rev. R. G. L. Blenkinsopp, incumbent ot 
Shadforth, Durham. 

On Tuesday, May 30 the anniversarv of the Gates- 
head auxiliary was held in the upper National school 
room, Ellison-street West. The Rev. Dr. Davies 
occupied the chair : — supported by A. G. Gray, Esq., 
Captain Howey, and the Revds. T. Speck, W. Bennett, 
S. A Herbert, T. G. Holmes, R. Clayton, D. C. 
Browning, Charles Overton^. G. Blenkinsopp, James 
Snape, R. Shepherd, J. Kearney, W. Parry, W. 
Thumell, S. B. Brasher, R. E. Roberts, T. Weeks, &c. 
^ The Rector said, he believed it was the fourteenth 
time he had presided at these anniversaries In Gates- 
head on behalf of a cause which never lost its interest — 
which never could lose its interest— and with which he 
took increased pleasure in being more and more 
thoroughly identified. 

The Rev. S. A. Herbert, Secretary, read the report; 
which stated that the income of the parent society in 
the past year had been £123,915 18s. lid. ; whilst 
thatof thepreviousyearhad been but £120,932 Ss. lid. ; 
showing an increase of £2,983 15s. The report spoke 
with satisfiaction of the efforts of the auxiliary, not- 
withstanding the peculiar trials of last autunm. The 



whole amount of oollections, contributioin, and sub- 
scriptions had been £103 88. 6d. 

The Treasurer's report, read by the Rev. T. Speck, 
showed that, after deducting expenses^ £100 lOs. 8d. 
had'been transmitted to the parent society. 

The Chairman said, that, m addition to these sums, 
there was now ready for transmission to India a col- 
lection of needlework, which, when it arrived at its 
journey's end, would realize some £14 or £15, swelling 
the contributions of the auxiliary to something near 
£120. This needlework did the utmost possible credit 
to the fieiiiy fingers which had been eagaged in its pro- 
duction. 

The resolutions werereepectivelymovedandseeonded 
b^ the Rev. R. G. L. Blenkinsopp (one of the Asso- 
ciation Secretaries), the Rev. (Charles Overton (the 
deputation), the Rev. D. C. Browning, the Rev. R. E. 
Roberts, incumbent of St George^ Bamsley, the 
Rev. R. Clayton, of Newcastle, and Mr. A. G. Gray. 

The Chairman, in introducing the last-named 
speaker, expressea his wish that the laity would more 
freqnentiy make their appearance on the platform of 
the society's meetings. 

A collection was made at the close, the total Gates- 
head oollections of the week amounting to about £S8. 

Two meetings, juvenile and adult, were held in 
Newcastle on Thursday, June 1. 
■ — — ♦ 

Gateshead National Sohool.— !the Girls* School, 
conducted by Miss CMord, in which upwards of 250 
children are educated, underwent its annual ordeal of 
a public examination on Friday, June 2d, in the 
presence of the Rev. Dr. Davies, Rev. Mr. Herbert. 
Kev. Mr. Holmes, John Greene, Esq., and severu 
other friends of the institution, the ladies, as usual, 
being in the majority. The young people acquitted 
themselves very creditably, some shining more brightiy 
than others, just as it is among adults in the greater 
school of the world. One of the best fruits of such 
establishments consists in the discipline into which 
they bring the young— the " conduct'* which they 
promote, and which is of more importance than mere 
reading and writing. We were glad to find that the 
school-funds were in the best possible condition, there 
being just a sufficient balance on the wrong side to 
stimulate the friends of the institution to greater 
liberality; which Is always fax better than having a 
large balaiice in a napkin, InUing them to sleep. 
^1 

THE NEWCASTLE AND GATESHEAD CHURCH 
LEASEHOLDERS' ASSOCIATION. 

From the northoountry members, referred to in the 
resolution of the 23d May, letters have been received 
expressive of cordial concurrence in the proceecQngs of 
the Newcastie and Gateshead District Association. 

Mr. Farrer says :— I shall be happy to codperate. 

Mr. Ingham : — I entirely agree with your sixth 
resolution, and shall be glad to attend any summons 
of Mr. Hutt to cooperate with him. 

Mr. H. G. Liddell: — My humble services will 
always be at the disposal of the Newcastie and Gates- 
head Church Leaseholders' Association. 

Lord Adolphus Vane : — I beg you will express to 
the Association my wish to devote my best energies in 
sunport of their most important interests. 

Mr. Headlam :^I shall be most happy to codperate 
both with Mr. Hutt and with any gentleman that 
may oome up from the North on tiie subject. 
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Mr. Mowbray : — ^The aaesiion is one of the utmost 
importance, and I shall be glad to concur in such a 
measure as may at once secure the rights of the Ohurch 
and protect the Interests of the lessees. 

Mr. Lindsay : — I would with pleasure meet your 
wishes, but my whole time is devoted to the impor- 
tant shipping bills now before the house ; and on that 
ground you must excuse me from joining your Asso- 
ciation on a subject of which I must plead comparatiTe 
ignorance. I cannot do good if I become a Jack of 
idl Trades. 

Mr. Hutt :— I have this day (May 26) presented the 
petition. I am very glad to learn that our friends in 
the North are coming forward with so much spirit to 
assert the rights of the leaseholders of Church property, 
and the interests of the public as thereby affected ; 
and I shall be still more pleased if any cooperation of 
mine can be made available to the success of their 
efforts. Ton are aware that the bill introduced into 
the flouse of Lords to renew the Episcopal and Capi* 
tular Management Act has been referred to a com- 
mittee of that body. I think that this committee 
must not be suffered to close its inquiry without taking 
cognizance of our case. I have placed myself in com- 
munication with most of the local representatives 
named in the resolutions of the public meeting. We 
shall endeavour to strengthen ourselves by conferring 
with others, in and out of parliament, who sympathize 
with our position. 

Mr. Hutt and Mr. Ingham each enclosed a b'st of 
the Lords* select committee, viz. : — Lords Granville, 
Salisbuiy, Derby, Shaftesbury, Fitzwilliam, Powis, 
Harrowby, Stanley of Alderley, Say and Sele (Canon 
of Hereford), and Auckland (Bishop of Sodor and 
Man), and tne Bishops of London, Oxford, and St. 
Asaph. 

Mr. Hutt advised the instant framing of clauses in 
accordance with the views of the Association, to be 
enforced on the attention of the committee and of the 
Gk>vemment by a deputation ; and on Monday, the 
Gkiteshead and Shielas Secretaries proceeded to Lon- 
don, to take the necessary steps. 

LOKDON, TnssDAT, MiT 30.— Mr. Forster, Mr. Salmon, 
and myself had a meeting to-dmy at Mr. Ingham's chamberB, 
with Mr. Hatt, Mr. Elslie, the Recorder of York, and Mr. 
John QregBon, and had the matter diaooased. 

It appears that the select committee of the Lords met 
and Bgridod to their report yesterday, and the bill is to be 
in the committee of the whole house to-night. Lord 
Harrowby told us to-day that they had strock all the 
danses but two out of the bill, and made it simply a bill for 
continuing the permiasiTe power of enAranchisement, and 
limiting it to one year only. His lordship seemed fhlly 
alive to the question, and ftilly impressed also with the 
extreme hardship of the South Shields case, but thought 
.that the Lords would not listen to any proposition to make 
the act more comprehensive in principle than that of 1851. 
He advised us to see Lord Oranville (President of the 
Oonncil) upon it ; which, of course, we shall do when the 
deputations come op, as it is to be feared nothing can be 
done in the Lords, and that any improvement must be 
attempted in the Commons, where the northcountry 
members will make a vigorous eilbrt in protection of the 
leaseholders — or, rather, in rendering the act what it pro- 
fesses to be — an act to fiwdlitate enfranchisements, which 
at present it does not seem to do. 

lir. Salmon, Mr. Forster, and myself decided upon 
petitioning the Lords ; and we got lir. Allhusen to sign the 
petition also, praying that arbitration clauses may be 
inserted in the bill, and pointing out that such daaaee 
already exist in the Irish Church Temporalities Act and in 



the Copyhold Enfranchisement Act — and expressing our 
opinion that it has been the want of such clauses that has 
made the act of so little comparative utility in the diocese 
of Durham. 

We have seen Earl Yane this afternoon, and given him 
the petition, which he very readily consented to present 
to-night, and he seems veiy much disponed to do every- 
thing in his power in fkvour of the leaseholden. 

It is in the House of Commons, however, most probably, 
where the real struggle must be made; but we must 
endeavour, if possible, with the aid of the deputatiomi, to 
impress upon Lord Aberdeen, Lord John Russell, or Lord 
Granville, the necessity of admitting and supporting the 
rights of the leaseholders to every equitable consideration 
If the Lords admit the principle of arbitration into the bill 
before it leaves them, it will be well ; but I confess I hardly 
expect it. But in the House of Commons, particularly if 
the Government support or even refrain from interfering 
in the matter, I trust a better success may attend us 

We meet to-morrow morning at Mr. Innham's, to make 
arrangements for the interviews with the Government, and 
for the consideration of the statements that are to be made 
to them on behalf ot the leaseholders. We expect Mr. H. 
G. Liddell and other members at the meeting to-moiTow. 

Wednesday, Mat 31.— Earl Vane presented the petition 
of the Church leaseholders of Gateshead, Newcastle, 
Heworth, and the vicinity, to the House of Lords, on the 
26th inst. His lordship, we believe, took the oaths and his 
seat at the same time. 

A petition from Mr. Salmon, Mr. Forster, Mr. Brockett, 
and Mr. Allhusen, as representatives of the leaseholders of 
South Shields, Gateshead. Felling, Heworth, Sunderland, 
Durham, &c., was presented on Tuesday evening, the 30th, 
by Earl Vane. The petitioners prayed that arbitration 
clauses, similar to those in 3 and 4 William lY., cap. 37. 
for amending the law relating to the temporalities of the 
Church in Ireland, and in 15 and 16 Vict , cap. 61, for the 
enfranchisement of copyhold property, might be inserted In 
the Episcopal and Capitular Estates Bill, the petitioners 
considering that the absence of such clauses was the cause 
of the Act of 1851 having been comparatively Inoperative in 
the county of Durham. 

The Select Committee sat on Monday, and reported to 
the house the same evening. 

London, Wednes»at, May Zl.—iAnother AceowU.y-To- 
day, we have had another meeting, including Mr. Blackett, 
Mr. Hutt, Mr. Headhim, Mr. Ingham, Mr. Gregson, Mr. 
Tiplady (Town Clerk of Durham), Mr. Salmon (Town Clerk 
of South Shields), lir. Allhusen, Mr. Forster, and Mr. J. C. 
Heath, when it was determined that Mr. Hutt should ask 
an interview with the Government, and, if possible, have it 
fixed for Friday, so that the deputations from South Shields, 
Ac, might have time to arrive ; and it was arranged that 
all the members of the London Committee — that is, the 
M.P.S on both sides of the Tyne (who have expressed a 
readiness to act)— should be requested to join the deputa- 
tion, as well as other members of parliament who have 
taken a deep interest in it. The bill passed through 
the committee of the whole house (of Lords) on Tuesday 
night. Our petition, however, even If nothing is done on 
the third reading, will remain as a record or protest in 
fkvour of the arbitration principle. The Gateshead petition 
having been printed in the votes of the house, I send you 
a copy. 

Thussoay, 4 p.ic.— I have not yet heard whether the Earl 
of Aberdeen can give us an interview to-morrow. Mr. 
Stevenson, from South Shields, has arrived. 



THE NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, SHIELDS, 
and GATESHEAD CHAMBER OP COMMERCE. 
The MONTHLY MEETING of the Committee will 
be held at the Offices, 29, Sandhill, Newcastle, on 
MONDAY NEXT, the 6th day of June, 1854, at 2 
o'clock. W. H. BROCKETT, Secretary. 

Newcastle, June 2, 1854. 
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THE GATESHEAD TOWN-COUNCIL. 
MATOR. cx)VNCiLLORS fHewitt, JamM 

Haggle, David AUhusen, Chris. HodgsoD, R. W. 
▲LDEUfEN. fBrinton, George Hunter, George 
tCummins, T. fOook, William fHymers, J. A. 

Hawks, George Orawshay, E. flonn, F. P. 

f lister, John Douglas, William Patterson, G. 

Pearson, C. J. Garbutt, C. Skelton, John 

fRobson, Joseph fGray, Alex. Geo. Vickers, John 
fSmith, James tHai^pie. Peter fWilson, James 
iii* Tbose marked (f ) were present. 
TowiTHALL, June 7. — In the absence of the Mayor 
(Dayid Haggle, Esq.)) who was unable to attend the 
meeting, (and who, in a note intimating his inability, 
stated that he was about to leave home for London, to 
take part in the proceedings at the opening of Syden- 
ham Palace,) 
Mr. Aid. CimiiiNB was called to the chair. 
The Town Clbbk laid before the meeting :— 1. A 
printed circular from the General Board of Health, 
admonishing the local authorities not to infer too con- 
fidently, from the decline of the cholera epidemic, 
that the danger had passed away, former experience 
being omx)6ed to the conclusion.— 2. A letter nrom the 
Home Secretary as to statistics of inouests, (which 
have been supplied by the Coroner, ana published in 
the O&wrwr).— 8 A letter from Mr. T. Bobson, over- 
seer of Lamesley, calling attention to the state of the 
boundary between that chapelry and the borough of 
Gkiteshead at Chowdean, arising from the throwing 
down of an old fence, and the alteration of a water- 
course, (which has been attended to by Mr. Hall).— 4. 
A letter from Mr. Swinburne as to security for Mrs. 
Coulthard*8 loan, (which led to a resolution that a 
bond be granted). — 5. A letter from the General 
Board of Health, Mr. Tom Taylor, acknowledging the 
receipt of the plan of the eastern sewerage.— 6. A 
letter from the Secretary of State calling for a return 
of persons convicted of stealing coal, (a dead letter 
as to Ghiteshead, there being no separate court of 
quarter sessions in the borough).— 7. A letter from the 
Secretary of State pointing out clauses in the hackney 
coach regulations requiring amendment ; and a report 
thereon from the Parliamentary; Railway, and Bye- 
law Committee, meeting the suggestions, (which re- 
port was adopted). — 8. A memorial signed by upwards 
of 120 ratepayers, requesting that, under such regula- 
tions as the Council might impose, the meetings of 
that body might be open to the public. 

This last document led to a smart discussion ; and 
when, as the Town Clerk read the names, it appeared 
that the fur sex participated in the curiosity of the 
burgesses, there was some merriment. Mr. A. G. 
Gray doubted whether, as they had no proof that the 
memorialists were ratepayers, the prayer could be 
entertained ; but Mr. Peter Haooib said, he knew 
many of the names to be those of ratepayers, and, 
besides, independently of that, the request was so 
reasonable that he would concede it on its merits. 
Mr. Gray said he had no objection to the memorial 
on its merits. Mr. Cook said, the names were many 
of them feimiliar to him as those of ratepayers ; and 
he quite agreed with Mr. Haggle ; they liad nothing 
to conceal, and he would second the proposal. Police 
courts, courts of law and justice, &c., were open to 
the public ; and he saw no reason why a council- 
chamber should be an exception. Mr. Hewitt, 
looking at the respectability of the memorial and the 
merits of ito prayer, would give his cordial consent to 
the proppsal. Mr. Brinton, Mr. Htmxrs, and Mr. 



loNN spoke in &vour of the memorial. The Matox 
saw no objection to the admission of the public ; but. 
as Mr. Aid. Smith had suggested to him, they haa 
better come to no decision at the present meeting: 
notice of motion should be given. The Council 
acceded to this suggestion: and the deputation in 
charge of the memorial (Mr. Dingwall and Mr. 
Miller) were apprised by the Mayor of the re- 
sult, and expressed themselves gratified. The 
memorial was referred to the Public HeaUh Commit- 
tee, with a view to the consideration of the necessary 
arrangements; and Mr. Hagoib gave notice of a 
motion in accordance with the prayer. 

The Town Clbrk intimated that, in compliance 
with a resolution of the Council, Mr. Rochester had 
submitted to the deduction of the sums paid as 
income tax frY>m the commencement of his loan. . 

A letter was read from the Town Clerk of IVne- 
mouth, and another from the Police Superintendent, 
proposing a system of intercommunication among the 
police forces of the district, promotive of their greater 
efficiency. Referred to Superintendent Schm^y. 

Mr. Aid. Lister, as Chairman, presented a report 
from the Baths and Washhouses Committee, from 
which it appeared that they were highly satic^ed 
with the work, so £Eir as it had gone. 

The report was received, and various payments 
which it recommended were ordered. In reply to 
Mr. Gray, Mr. Lister said he could not state liow 
£Eir the estimates would be exceeded ; there would be 
some extras, but not much : Mr. Hall, however, could 
best answer the question. Mr. Hall said he could not 
precisely say ; but the extras were not heavy. The 
Duilding, said Mr. Brinton, in answer to an inquiry, 
would be ready in about two months. Aid. Lister : 
All that. 

The ordering of a borough rate was deferred to the 
next meeting. 

The Town Clerk read a report from the Public 
Health Committee, including a report from the Sur- 
veyor, dealing with a variety of matters. 

Mr. Gray, referring to a note which he had ad- 
dressed to the Surveyor, and comprised in the report, 
observed that there was, it seemed, no efiectuai 
remedy for the nuisances in Park-lane and the new 
streets adjoining, in the absence of the proposed 
eastern sewer. The season of hot weather was at 
hand, and here was an undrained district, abounding 
in green, stagnant pools, most dangerous to the public 
heiuth. The ruts and other hollows, indeed, seemed 
to be used by the inhabitants as cesspools. Surely 
there must be some legal protection against the con* 
version of a street into a dunghill t 

The new streets, it apnei^ed, being private, were 
not liable to repair by the local authorities ; and there 
being no means of drainage, the proprietors could not 
fullv cure the evil. Mr. Hall said, he did what he 
could in the way of scavenage ; but the streets had 
no bottom, and could not be kept clean. 

It was understood that Mr. Hall woidd do what he 
could in mitigation of the nuibance. 

Plans sent in by Mr. Potts of his intended new 
building on the triangular site between Hills-street 
and Half-Moon-lane, formed the subject of a supple- 
mentary report from Mr. HalL — Referred to the 
Public Health Committee. 

Incorporated in the 0>mmittee*B report was a certi- 
ficate from the Town Surveyor, stating Mr. I^sson'a 
alleged nuiaanees in Hlllgate to be daogeroiu to thft 
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public h«alth. The Towk Cubbk stated, that awiag 
to the absoioe of sach a certificate when the reeoltttion 
of the Ooimcil was passed, he had not been able, 
legally, to apply for a summons. The defect was now 
cured ; and if the resolution were again moved and 
adopted, he could proceed. No motion was made. 
Gonsequentiy, after a short conyersation, the matter 
dropped. 

Mr. Aid. GuHvnrs withdrew his motion as to the 
proposed increase in the Treasurer's salary. 

The Towir Clebk read a letter from the (General 
Board of Health, dated June 2, and bearing the sig- 
nature of " Henry Austin." Haying fully examined 
the plans of the proposed drainage of the East district 
of Gnteshead, complete in themselves, he wislied to 
have some understanding of the general features of 
the town, and suggested that the Surveyor should 
either call upon him in London, or transmit him such 
information as he could afford on the subject. He 
also requested a copy of Mr. Hall's report of the 8th 
of Februaiy, and a longitudinal section of the main 
sewer now proposed, showing tbe inclinations and 
depths, and the level of tide at which the discharge 
was fixed. Observing that there was a difference of 
more than 100 feet of level in the short distance 
travelled by the sewer, he was led to inquire whether 
any intercepting line was proposed, or would be prac- 
ticable, for cutting off the higher drainage from the 
lower ; and, further, whether any intercepting line 
would be practicable in the lower level, with the view 
to intercept the several discharges of tewage into the 
river, and cany them below the town. 

Referred to the Public Health Committee. Mr. 
Hall to transmit the information required. 

A letter was read from Mr. Wailes, of Newcastle, 
intimating his intention to dose a carriage road over 
his land lying west of the new Durham road, beyond 
the tollgate, and proposing to construct a carriage 
road by Goldwell Dean, by the side of Mr. Newall's 
wall, to Saltwell-lane. He reouested leave to raise 
the road at the slack in which tne well is placed, and 
f to erect a pump, with trough, for the oublic use. 

After one or two of the members had remarked that 
the public, ever since they could remember, had ex- 
ercisied a right of footway along the road which Mr. 
Wailes proposed to close, his letter, and accompanying 
plan, wero referred to the Public Health Committee. 

A letter was read from the Lord Mayor of York, 
reminding the Council that he had been authorized, 
in the event of the introduction of a bill to give the 
counties a control over the police of the boroughs, to 
convene a meetin|[ of the Mayors. Such a bill Lord 
Palmerston had introduced on the 2d inst, and, 
therefore, he now convened a meetins, to be held in 
London on the 9th. The Mayor of Gateshead, in 
transmitting this letter to the Town Clerk, intimated 
his readiness to attend the meeting, if so instructed. 
Resolved, that His Worship be requested to attend. 
Acljoumed to Wednesday, July 6. 



CHURCH LEASEHOLDS. 
Thb deputations firom Durham, Gateshead, South 
Shields, dfc., having been informed by Mr. Hutt that 
he had arranged with the Earl of Aberdeen for an 
interview in Ik>wning-street on June 9, at half-past 2 
o'ckck, it was arranged that the members of parlia 
ment who had expreased a readiness to assist the 
leaseholden should be requested to meet the deputa- 



tions at the Union Hotel in Cockspur-street, and pro- 
ceed thence to the official rosidence of the noble lord. 
They assembled accordingly ; and (Mr. Hutt in the 
chair) the matter was considered, and the order of 
proceedings at the interview arranged. The party ^en 
proceeded. It consisted of Lord Harry Vane, M. P., 
Lord Adolphus Vane, M.P., and Messrs. R. D. Shafto, 
M.P.. H. G. Liddell, M.P., J. B. Blackett, T. E. 
Headlam, M.P., W. D. Seymour, M.P., J. Abel 
Smith, M.P., J. R. Mowbray, MP., William Hutt, 
M.P., Robert Ingham, M.P., Hugh Taylor, George 
Hawks, Christian Allhusen, James S. Forster, John 
Gregson, William Anderson, J. C. Stevenson, R. W. 
Swinburne, William Swinburne. W. H. Brockett, and 
the Town Clerks of Durham and South Shields. The 
deputation were introduced by Mr. Hutt. 

Air. John Grxoson fon beludf of the Durham lease- 
holders), Mr. R. W. Swiitburvb (on behalf of those 
of South Shields and the neighbourhood), and Mr. 
Allhusen, as representing the Cluunber of Commeroe 
at Newcastle, and the leaseholders of Gkiteshend and 
the surrounding districts, severally addressed his lord- 
ship ; as did also Mr. Johv Abel Smith, the mem- 
ber for Chichester, who stated that, although the 
leasees among his constituents had strong claims to 
consideration^ he could not but admit that the 
pMBculiariUes m connection with the system of eccle- 
siastical leasing in the diocese of Durham entitled the 
lessees there even to a much stronger claim. 

The several speakers pointed out to his lordship not 
only tho strong claims of the lessees, but the 
difficulties whidi they experienced in obtaining 
enfranchisement, and the absolute necessity whi^ 
existed for inserting in the bill now before parliament 
a clause providing that in cases in which lessors and 
lessees cannot agree upon terms for enfranchisement, 
the whole matter may be left to arbitration — one 
arbitrator to be chosen by the lessor, anoUier by 
the lessee, and a third by the two arbitrators chosen 
by the parties. It was understood that the applica- 
tions both to the Dean and Chapter and the Bishop of 
Durham for enfranchisements had been numerous, 
Bnd—(parturiUfU moiOei) — the result had been not as 
much enfranchisement as would stint even the most 
ridieuhu mat on the leasehold of the Bishop, and 
only twenty-two agreements as to those of the Dean 
and Chapter. The great age of the respected prelate, 
it had been said, was the cause of inaction, so iar as 
the episcopal property was concerned; but that 
apology, the deputation were afraid, was not quite 
consistent ^vith tne letter of the auditor, Mr. Gresley, 
to the Chamber of Commerce on the Tyne. 

The Earl of Abbbdbbn expressed some little surprise 
that the matter had not been represented to the 
legislature in the shape of petitions ; but his lordship 
was informed that petitions had been sent to both 
houses (a circumstance of which he was not aware), 
and that, so recentlv as Tuesday evening, a petition 
had been presented by Earl Vane, praying that 
arbitration clauses might be inserted in the B^soopal 
and Capitular Estates Bill, similar to those in the 
Irish Chureh Temporalities and Copyhold Enfran- 
chisement Acts. 

His lordship said that the select committee, it 
appeared, had struck out some clauses of the bill, and 
had made it, like its predecessor, a three years bill. 

The deputation informed his lordship that they 
understood the bill had been intended by the select 
committee to be only a one year's bill— but that the 
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printed copy, as amended, certainly stated three years ; 
which must be a mistake, as Lord Harrowby, who 
was on the committee, had told them the bill was 
only to be for one year. [This turned out to be a 
mistake, as suspected. The amended bill had been 
printed as tor three years, instead of <me, and was 
itself subsequently amended accordinjifly.] 

Lord ABEBDBBir, in concluding the interview, said 
that all he could do would be to stop the progress of 
the bill, in order that the matter should be consi- 
dered, if it should be thought necessary to do so on 
consultation with the Lord President, who had charge 
of the bill, and whom he would see on the subject. 

The deputies then withdrew— 'and they arranged to 
endeavour to have interviews, if possible, with the 
Lord President and Lord John Russell. In the 
evening, accordingly, they met at the House of Lords, 
and, with Mr. Hutt, Mr. Ingham, Mr. Headlam, and 
Mr. J. A. Smith, had the honour of an interview with 
both those noble lords — the former accompanied by 
Mr. J. S. Lefevre, one of the Church Estate Commis- 
sioners. The same statements which were made to 
Lord Aberdeen were laid before Lords Granville and 
John Russell; and the deputations withdrew, con- 
vinced that, if their views should not be adopted, 
they would at any rate be maturely and dispassionately 
considered. The progress of the bill was stopped ; 
and as the houses would a4joum that evening over 
the holidays, the deputies from this district, con- 
sidering they could do nothing further in London 
until the reassembling of parliament, returned home. 

On June 6, morning, a meeting was held, in the 
Townhall, Gateshead, of the Committee of the Dis- 
trict Association, (William Hymers, Esq., J. P., in 
the chair,) at which the Secretary and Mr. J. S. 
Forster reported the foregoing proceedings. The re- 
sult of the deputation was considered, on the whole, 
satis&ctofy ; and thanks were cordially voted to those 
gentlemen who had gone up to London from the 
North, and to the members of the houses of filament 
who had so aealonsly aided them in their labours. 
Mr. Forster and the Secretary add it would be im- 
possible to speak too highly of the manner in which 
the members had exerted themselves to promote the 
deputation, and the Government had listened atten- 
tively to the statements laid before them. 

♦ 

YiouBfT DiATH Of Thomas Bitbnbt, Esq. — Mr. 
Burnet, of Sunmierhill Grove, Newcastle, whose 
name is fiuniliarly associated with the Fine Arts and 
other societies in that town, visited his country man- 
sion at Woodgate, near Derwentcote, on June 14th, 
accompanied by three of his daughters. Returning 
in his phaeton in the evening, he sighted at Wihlaton 
Bank, that he might walk down, and lead the horse 
by the head, one of his daughters taking the reins. 
Passing two carts, one laden with deals, the other 
with iron, the noise alarmed the animal, which became 
restive, and threw Mr. Burnet down. The wheels 
went over his chest. A girl named Hurst, the daugh- 
ter of a blacksmith, carrying a can of water, was 
thrown down and killed. Another child had its arm 
broken. One of the Misses Burnet was thrown out, 
but not much hurt : — her sisters were kept in by the 
apron of the vehicle until the furious animal was 
arrested at Blaydon. Joseph Laycock, Esq., of Untz 
Hall, who was driving home from Newcastle, picked 



up Mr. Burnet and his daughter on the road, and 
drove to Summerhill, where Sir John and Mr. Fife 
were speedily in attendance; but the unfortunate 
gentleman expired on Thursday, Juue 15, at 6 o'clock. 

Gateshead Fell Flower and Vboetablb Show.— 
The members held their first show for the season on 
June 4, at the house of Mr. John Patterson, Crown 
inn. Low Fell, when prizes were awarded as follows 
by the judges (Messrs. Walker, Ranson, and Tones) :— 

Mr. M. 8. Dodds, 1, with single rose ; 1, with bybloom 
tulip ; 1, with bizarre tulip ; 1, with three tulips ; 1, with 
best rose ; 2, with twelve dissimUar pansies ; 2, with six 
djssbnilar pansies ; 3, with rose ; 2, with early cabbage ; 2, 
with head of lettuce ; 2, with two stems of rhubarb. 

Mr. William Southern, 2, with single rose ; 2, with by- 
bloom tulip ; 2, with bizarre ; 3, with three tulips ; 1, with 
24 pansies. 

Mr. BaJph Brown, 3, with single rose ; 3, with bybloom 
tulip ; 3, with bizarre tulip; 2, with three tulips ; 1, with 
two stems of rhubarb. 

Mr. John Carr, 2, with 24 pansies; 1, with twelve dis- 
similar ditto : 1, with six dissimilar ditto ; 1, with seedling 
pansy; 2, with rose ; 1, with white stock ; 1, with double 
wallflower; 1, with single wallflower; 1, with early 
cabbage ; 3, with head of lettuce. 

Mr. Matthew Brown, 1, with rose ; 1, with bouquet. 

Mr. Joseph Gardner, 3, with early cabbage. 

Mr. John Robeon, 1, with head of lettuce. 

Mr. Joseph Lowrey, 3, with two stems of rhubarb. 

The Cholera Belief Fund. — The Gateshead 
Committee met on Wednesday, June 14, when the 
recipients of relief were again in attendance, and the 
scale was revised for the ensuing three months. The 
widows and other survivors of those who perished in 
the late epidemic, it must gratify the contributors ot' 
the fund to know, gratefully confessed the service' 
which the relief already enjoyed had conferred upon 
them, and were thankful that the bounty of their' 
friends was not yet exhausted. 

* i 

GATESHEAD POOR LAW UNION. 

On Tuesday, June 13, the usual fortnightly meet- 
ing of the Guardians was held in the Board Room, 
West-street, Gateshead. There was a full attenduice 
of members, Mr. Cobnelitts Gabbutt (the Chairman 
of the Board) presiding. 

Mr. Cook, officiatmg as Clerk, read the minutes of 
the previous meeting, and the statement of accounts, 
showing that the Treasurer had a balance in hand of 
£1036 3s. 2d. Cheques were issued at this meeting 
for £296 Is. 7d., reducing the balauce in hand to 
£740 Is. 7d. 

Arrears from the parishes were due as follows :— 
Gateshead, £182 Ids. ; Heworth, £80 ; Ryton Wood- 
side, £29 13s. lOd. ; Whickham, £360 lOs. ; and 
Winlaton, £164 4e. 7d. ; total, £807 7s. 6d. 

In reply to a question by Mr. Gbeene. as to whether 
the Union obtained interest upon the balance in hand, 
the Chaibman said they did not. It went to the 
Treasurer. 

Mr. Ramsat said the Treasurer acted without a 
salary. It had been proposed that he should be paid 
£20 a-year, but it was found that they had no power 
to allow that. 

Mr. Cook then brought under the notice of the 
Board a pamphlet which had been forwarded to them 
by the G^eral Board of Health, and which gave in- 
structions to Boards of Guardians and. other jMiblic 
bodies as to preventive measures against epidemic 
cholera. The pamphlet was too long to be read at the 
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meeting :bQt, on the motion of Mr. Raksat, seconded 
by Mr. Hodoson, it was resolved that thirty copies 
should be ordered, so that each Guardian mi^ht be 
furnished with one, the information contained in the 
tract being considered very important. 

The Ghairkan having announced that the next 
business would be the emotion of a Clerk to fill the 
vacancy caused by the resiguation of Mr. Foreman, 

Mr. Q. H. Rambat rose and said he was vety glad 
indeed to propose to their notice a gentleman who 
would be eminently qualified to fill the office of Clerk 
to their Board. He alluded to Mr. Joseph Willis 
Swinburne, solicitor, of Gateshead. As he supposed 
the election woidd be unanimous, there would be no 
occasion that he should enter into any laboured 
account of his qualifications. Mr. Swinburne was 
well known to all of them : and from the admirable 
manner in which he had fulfilled all his duties hitherto, 
he had no doubt that in Mr. 8. the^ would find a 
very excellent assistant in their operations. He (Mr. 
Ramsay) was intimately acquainted with Mr. Swin- 
burne's father, who was one of the best public men 
they ever had ; and he believed that Mr. Swinburne, 
whom he had now great pleasui'e in proposing, was 
one who, without any dispute, would obtain the con- 
fidence of that Board. 

Mr. Aid. RoBsoir seconded the proposal, observing 
that he had known Mr. Swinburne from Ms in&ncy, 
and from the experience he had had with his fiither, 
as well as bis practice since, he hadgained a complete 
knowledge of eveiy pait of the Union, and knew 
almost every man in it. If they travelled the world 
over, he did not think they could obtain a more 
suitable man. 

No other pandidate being proposed, the motion was 
nt ; after which the Chaibxak declared Mr. Swin- 
>ume unanimously elected, and complimented the 
Board on the choice they had made. (Applause.) 

Mr. CowEV then proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Foreman for his able services whilst he had filled the 
office to which Mr. Swinburne had just been elected. 
No one, he observed, would dispute that Mr. Foreman 
had done his utmost to fill the duties efficiently ; and 
no one would doubt that the able manner in which he 
served them whilst in health had been highly bene- 
ficial to them. 

Mr. Latoock seconded the motion. He was sure 
that every member would admit that Mr. Foreman 
did the duties of the office to the best of his ability. 
He was also a person in whom the Board had confi- 
dence, and it was only to be regretted his health did 
not permit him to continue his services. 

The motion was unanimously carried, the Chair- 
man added expressions of remt at the resignation of 
Mr. Foreman ; and the Boara proceeded to the relief 
of the poor. 



NOTICE. 

THE Local Board of Health for the Corporate Dis- 
trict of the Borough of Gbteshead, intend, at the 
expiration of one Month from this Notice, to apply to 
one of Her Majesty's principal Secretaries of State for 
confirmation of certain Bye Laws, made and ordained 
this day by the said Local Board, for Regulating the 
conduct of the Proprietors and Driven of Hackney 
Carriages plying within the 8ai4 Borough, or within 
Five Miles of the Gateshead Passenger Station of the 
York, Newcastle, and Berwick Railway, ; for Regula- 
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ting the Number of Penona to be eanied by sach 
Hackney Caniages ; for fatisif the Stands of such 
Hackney Carriages, and the distance to iHbich th^ 
may be compelled to take Paaseiigersy not exceeding 
9xe miles from the said Station : lor fixing the Ratet 
or Fares to be paid for such Hackney Carnages ; and 
for securing the Safe Custody and Re-delivery m any 
Proper^ left in Hackney (Suriagea. A CSopy of the 
said proposed Bye Laws is kept at the Office of the 
said Local Board, and is open during office hoars 
thereat, to the inspedbion of tne Ratepayers of the said 
Corporate District, without fee or revwd* Dated this 
Seventh day of June, 1854. 
G. J. KSNMIR, 

Clerk to the said Local Boacd. 

FOR SALE, or TO LET, for a Term of Tears, and 
mi^ be entered in August, or as agreed upon. 
SALTWfiLL COTTAGE, containing Dining and 
Drawing Rooms, five Bed Rooms, two Kitchens. 
Dairy, Cellar, dec. Also, a Two-Roomed Cottage, ex- 
tensive Stabling, Hay and Cora Lofts, Coach-house, 
Tarda, Gardens, and 18i acres of Olid Grass Land. 
Two Miles from Newcastle Bridge. Apply at Saltwell 
Cottage. 

m ■ ■ '■ 

rpo LET, One of the COTTAGES at SALTWELL 
X DENE, suitable for the Residence of a Genteel 
Family, containing breakfast, dining, and drawing 
rrooffis, three bedrooms, servants' ditto, with sood kit- 
chens and scullery, and other conveniences. .Also, good 
stable and gig house ; and a large garden, well stocked 
with fruit-trees. Rent moderate. This House com- 
mands a Yiew of the beautiful Yale of Ravenswoith 
and the River Tyne; is two miles f^m the Hi^h 
Level Bridge ; may be entered immediately ; and will 
be shown any day by tiie Gardener, on the Premises. 
For further Particulan, apply at the Oba&rver Office. 
— ■■ ^- — ■— 

GATESHEAD HOUSE. 

FP. lONN begs to inform his Friends that he has 
• just received a COMPLETE STOCK of the 
following Articles, viz., KID and other GLOYES, 
SHIRTS. SHIRT FRONTS, COLLARS, TIES, 
SILK POCKET HANDKERCHIEFS ready for use, 
HATS, HOSIERY, LACE, &c. 

J®- Just imported, a prune Lot of WELLINGTON 
BOOTS— fwy Cheap. 
213, High-street, and 1, HiUs-street. 

■ ■ ♦ 

No. 2, BRIDGE-STREET, GATESHEAD. 

CS. OLIYER, BooKSELUsa, Statiouxs. Pairteb, 
• &c., respectfully informs his Friends and the 
Public that he has commenced Business in the above 
Shop, with an Assortment of the MOST POPULAR 
WORKS, GENERAL STATIONERY, and FANCT 
HARDWARE ARTICLES. 

C. S. 0. will also supi^y Newspaners, Periodicals^ 
&c, and hopes to merit a share of public patronage. 

§9* BOOKBINDING and PRINTINGneaUy exe- 
cuted. 
June 17, 1854. 

-■ ■ ■♦ ■ ■ ■ ■■ 

Capt Lamb was presented to the Queen on the 9th 
insts ^ Her Mi^iest^'s drawing-room, by Mijor- 
Genexal Luellyn, on nls appointment to the North 
Durham MiUtla. 
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EPISCOPAL AND CAPITITLAR ESTATES 

MANAGEMENT BILL, 1854. 
Thb Leaaeholdon of Episcopal and Capitular 
Property in iJie Diocese of Durham respectfully 
submit to the Members of both Houses of Parliament 
the following &ct8. 

I. The Select Committee appointed by the House 
of Commons in 1839 to inquire into the mode of 
granting and renewing leases of Episcopal and 
(kpitular property, and into the probable amount of 
any increased value which might be obtained by an 
improved management, with a due consideration of 
the interests of the Established Church and of the 
present lessees of such property^ and to report their 
opinion thereon, reported : — 

1. That the present mode of leasing has continued 
for nearly three, centuries upon the same footing on 
which it now exists.' [Report, p. 3.] 

2. That the- lesises of the Episeopal property in the 
diocese of Diirham are for three lives, renewable when 
a life di^ops. or for £1 yean, renewaUe every seven ; 
and of the Capitular property they are generally for 21 
years, renewed every seven ; fines being charged on 
the renewals of both Episcopal and Capitular leases, to 
the extent of one and a half of the annual value on 
each septennial renewal of a twenty-one years' lease. 
[Evidence of Mr. Stoddart, bailiff of the Dean and 
Chapter, and of Mr. Davison, land agent of the Bishop 
of Durham.] - 

3. That both lessors and lessees are injured by the 
uncertainty which exists with respect to the con- 
tinuance of the existing tenure ; and that the sooner 
the question is settled the better. [Report, p. 1 9 ] 

4. That the injurious system of fines upon leases for 
livee, as also upon leases for terms,ougbt to be abolished. 

' [Report, p. 19.] 

5. That a foe-simple ought to be substituted for a 
leasehold tenure throughout the property of the Church. 
[Report, p. 19.] 

6. That the conversion of Church leasehold into fee- 
simple, commonly called euAranchisement, ought to be 
provided for by Act of Parliament. [Report, p. 19. ] 

7. That the customary confidence of renewal by the 
lessee ought to be considered according to local circum- 
stances in the principles of enfranchisement. [Report, 
p. 19.] 

II. Her Majesty's Episcopal and Capitular Revenues 
Commissioners, appointed in 1849 for the purpose of 
inquiry into the system of leasing and manatrin^ the 
real property of the Church in England and Wales, 
and of considering how such property could be rendered 
most productive and benencial to the Church, and 
most conducive to the spiritual welfjEire of the people, 
due regard being had to the just and reasonable claims 
of the present holders of such property under lease or 
otherwise^ reported : — 

1. That the present system of leasing and managing 
such property differs little from that which has pre- 
vailed for many ages ; and its origin and nature, as 
well as the objections to which it is liable, were fully 
reported upon by the Committee of the House of 
Commons on Church Leases in 1839. [Report, p. 1.] 

I. That there is little doubt that under a different 
plan of management the estates might be made to 
produce a much larger income for the Church, and, at 
the same time, be held upon a tenure more acceptable 
to the lessees. [Report, p. 2.] 

3. That a right of perpetual renewal should be secured 
to the lessees. 

III. The Select Committee appointed by the House 
of Lords in 1851 to consider the Bill for the manage- 
ment and regulation of Episcopal and Capitular 
estates and revenues in England and Wales, re- 
ported: — 



1. That in order to render sueh estates most produc- 
tive and beneficial to the Church and most conducive 
to the spiritual welfiare of the people, it is advisable to 
give facilities for the alteration of the present system 
of leasing the property, '< due regard being had to the 
just and reasonable claims o/t the present holders of 
such property under lease or otherwise. [Report, 
p. 8.] 

2. That enfhmehlsements on the part of the Church, 
and surrenders on the part of the lessees, vptm reoionr 
able and just terms, should be encouraged and flbcllitated. 
[Report, p. 4.] 

3. That in defining the terms of enfranchisement 
and surrender^ it is advisable, and it would be in 
accordance with the usual course of legislation, that 
any injury sustained by^ either party, through the 
alteration of their relative positions, by legtolative 
interference, be considered and compensated. [Report, 
p. 5.] 

4. That the committee suggest that a permissive BUI 
be passed, empowering the Bishops and Capitular 
bodies to enfranchise and to accept surrenders from 
their lessees. [Report, p. 6.] 

5. That the beneficial interest of the lessee shall be 
valued at the same rate of interest at which the value 
of the fee simple is determined, and that as regards 
leases for years which are reduced below 21 years, the 
lessee shall have the option before enfranchisement or 
surrender, of one more renewal for seven years, at the 
rate of fine at which he was heretofore renewed. 
[Report, p. 6.] 

lY. In conformity with the recommendation of 
the Committee of the House of Lords, an Act of 
Parliament was passed in 1851 [14 and 15 Yict., cap. 
1041 ** to &cilitate the management and improvement 
of Episcopal and Capitular Estates in England," which 
recites and provides as tollows : — 

1. That it would tend to the improvement of Episco- 
pal and Capitular estates in England, without prejudice 
to the Interests of persons holding leases thereof, if 
fiicilities were given for such dealings as are subse- 
quently provided for between ecclesiastical corporations 
and their lessees. [Preamble.] 

2. That ecclesiastical corporations, with the approval 
of the Church Estates Commissioners, toho sJuUl pay due 
regard to the just and reasonable claims of t/ie present 
holders of lands, under lease or otherwise, arising from 
long-continued practice of renewal, may sell to their 
lessees the reversion and estate and interest of such 
corporations, on such terms and with such approval as 
aforesaid as the Corporations may think fit ; or they 
may purchase the interest of their lessees ; or they 
may exchange lands with their essees, paying or 
receiving the difference of value. [Section 1 . ] 

V. The last (or third) General Report of the Church 
Estates Commissioners^ dated February 23, 1854, 
states : — 

1. That under the Act 14 and 15 Vict, cap. 104, they 
had approved the terms agreed upon in 289 cases for 
the sale of reversions, and in 20 cases for the purchase 
of leasehold interests ; and in 28 cases they had declined 
to approve the terms proposed ; but that in 20 of these 
cases the original proposals had been subsequently 
modified so as to receive the approval of the Commis- 
sioners. [Report, p. .1.] 

2. That the value in fee of the 309 estates so agreed 
to be enfranchised exceeded £1,400,000; and that 
during the same period [since the passing of the Act] 
the Ecclesiastical Commissioners acting on the same 
principles which had regulated their [the Church JSstates 
Commissioners'] proceedings had made 312 agreements 
for enfranchisement of property, exceeding £1,700 000 
in value; so that the Church Estates a^eed to be 
enfranchised since the passing of the Act had been not 
lees than 621, and of a value In the aggregate of more 
than £3,000,00.;. [Report, p. 3J 
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X HmU ihb AgreniMnto had Imm dlMsd i 
til aeeordainee with the reeommeHdaHona made ia the 
Oommlttee of the House of Lords, by whom the dmnh 
leasehold questton was considerad in 1851 prior to the 
introductioa of the Act [Report, pp. 3, 4.] 

4. niat they had ohserred with aatisbction a grow- 
ing disposition en the part of many eceleslastical oor- 
porations to entertain proposals by thefar lessees to 
efflbet enfranchisement, and they (the Commissioners) 
beUered that ** the improrement of Episcopal and Oapi- 
tular estates, without prctjndice to the int erests of 
persons holding leases granted thereof," would continao 
to be effMted, if the duration of the Act were prolonged. 
[Beport, p. 4.] 

5. That the enihmchisements of Spiscopal and Oapi- 
tolar leasehold property in the diocese of Durham have 
been, since the passing of the Act, as follows :•— 

Episcopal None. 

CapitoJar Twenty-two. 

That fhs purchase of leasehold interests in Episcopal 
and Oapitnlar property in the diocese of Durham haTO 
been, as follows :— 

Episcopal None. 

Oapitnlar One. 

And that the agreements of which the Chuxoh Estates 
Commissioners have not approved in the diocese o 
Durham haTc been— 

Episcopal None. 

OapitoJar One. 

[Schednles A. and B. annexed to the Rqrart] 
y L The Parliamentaiy Renim No. , aesaion 1854, 
(moTed for by Mr. Ingbun,) shows :— 

1. That so teas the diocese of Durham Is eonesnied 
the following haye been the number of applications for 
eniranchisemenl [ Vide Betum.] 

Episcopal pr o p er ty 5t 

Capitular property S49 

2. That no agreements for enfranchisements have 
been made by the Bishop, and his reftiaals have been 
one— Tis., the ease of a fishery which had been repre- 
sented to him as being obnoxious to the neii^bourbood. 

3. That the Bishop's sge and state of health, together 



with the death of an oiBcer of the see who had had such 
matters in hand, and the Ikilnre of his lordship's 
endeaTours to induce the Church Estates Commissioners 
to undertake the business for him, have been the causi^ 
of no agreements for Episcopal property being entered 
into; but his lordship is now taking steps to secure the 
serrices of an intelligent person, rersed in similar cal- 
culations, for the express purpose of aiding the process 
of enflranchisement {Vide the Bishop's exphmalory 
letter.] 

4. That the following are the results of the S49appU< 
cations made to the Dean and Chapter of Durham :— 
1. Number where applications hsTC been 

made for sale of terms 8 

t. Ditto where for exchange 1 

8. Ditto where applications hare been 
agreed upon for the purchase of rerer- 
sions and refexred to Church Estate 

Commissioners 68* 

4. Ditto where applications for sale of terms 

hare been ai^«ed and referred 6 

6. Ditto where applications for purchase of 
rerersions havebeen declined by lessors 
because not expedient to sell at present 45 
6. Ditto where decUned by lessees after 
terms asked by lessors, or where no 
answer was giren by lessees to the 

34 



* It follows, therefore, that upwards of 50 cases must be 
still under the consideration of the Church Estate Commis- 
sioners, who, in justtoe to the CapitoUr body, should 
hare stated this foot in their Beport, unless these cases 
hare occurred (which is hardly probable), since the 83d 
February, 1854. 



7. Ditto where declined by lessors, because, 

where lessees were desired to make 
oifors, either none were made or such 
as were altogether InsuiBcient 87 

8. Ditto where applications for sale oi tenn 

were declined by lessors because price 
asked was too high 8 

9. Ditto where applications for exchange 

were declined because inexpedient 1 

10. Under consideration 67 

[Ftde Betum.] —U9 

VII. The Act 3 and 4 William VI., cap. 37, "to 
alter and amend the laws relating to thetemporaiitieB 
of the Church in Ireland,'* and which authorizes the 
enfranchisement of Church property, provides for a 
settlement by arbitrators in cases in which the leasee 
nu^ be dissatisfied with the amount demanded for 
enrranchisement. [Section 145.1 

VIII. The Act 16 and 16 Vict, cap. 51, "to 
extend the proYisions of the Acta for the oonunutation 
of manorial rights, and for the general enfranchise- 
ment of copyhold and customaiy tenure," and which 
authorizes the enfranchisement of copyholds, provides 
for a settlement by arbitrators in cases in which the 
lord and tenant cannot agree as to the amount to be 
paid for enfranchisement. [Secti<m 2.] 

IX. A Bill is now before Parliament to continue 
and amend an Act to fiudlitate the management 
and improvement of Episcopal and Caintular estates 
in England. [ Vide Bill presented by tiie Lord Presi- 
dent, and printed by the House of Loras.— Seas. Paper, 
130.] 

X. Neither the Episcopal and Capitular Estates 
Management Act of 1851, nor the Bill of 1854 for con- 
tinuing that Act, contains any clause similar to those 
in the Irish Church Temporadities Act and the Co^Mr- 
hold Entranchisement Act for a settlement of the 
terms of enfranchisement by arbiteators in cases in 
which the lessor and lessee, or the manorial lord and 
tenant, cannot agree upon terms, {Vide Act and 
BUI.] P 

The foregoinff facts, respectfully submitted to the 
consideration of Parliament, it is hoped, will deariy 
and unanswerably evidence the necesdty for the 
insertion in the Bill now before the Legislature of a 
power of arbitration (in cases in which the lessor and 
lessee cannot agree upon the terms of enfranchise- 
ment), similar to that wldch is contained in the Irish 
Church Temporalities and Copyhold Enfranchisement 
Act— it being evident that so fiu- as the diocese of 
Durham is concerned, the Act of 1851 has been almost 
wholly inoperative. 

The consequence to the diocese of Durham, from 
the delay, expense, and other obstacles to enfran- 
chisement which unhappily exist, is that all improve- 
ments are at a standstill ; that leasehold property, 
formerly considered as an excellent investment^ is 
now almost unsaleable; that no mortgages can be 
effected or settlements charved as heretofore upon 
such property^ ; and, as regards the great manu&ctor- 
ing communities on the banks of the Tyne, in the 
immediate neighbourhood of the great towns of New- 
castle, Gateshead. North Shields, and South Shields, 
enterprise is paralyzed ; capitalists who have already 
invested money in manufiictories^ docks, or other un- 
dertakings, on ground of ecclesiastical tenure, dare 
not improve or extend their works; and no new 
works are being erected, although urgently required 
by the increasing demands of oommeroe, because the 
most eligible sites for such erections are almost only 
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to be found on property of either Epiaoopal or Oapitular 
tenure. 

MoreoTer, on the faith of that continuous renewal of 
leasee whicn (as already shown) has existed for 
centuries, many persons have inyested the savings of 
their lives so liUly and entirely, that any interruption 
of the tenure, or refusal to enfranchise on fair and 
reasonable terms, would entail upon them little less 
than confiscation and ruin. 

The whole town of South Shields (with few excep- 
tions), with all its extensive manu&ctories, docks, 
and streets, has been created upon Church proj^y— 
property which, had capitalists not built upon it, and 
which they did upon the foith of a tenure which they 
coDsidered as inviolable as a freehold one, would have 
been at this moment either mere waste, or at best 
only employed for ordinaiy agricultural purposes. 

Such bemg the case, the Church leaseholders of 
Durham, highly approving of the principle of the 
Bill now before Parbament for focilitating enfranchise- 
ment, sincerely hope that the Lmslature will be 
pleased to render the measure pemct and complete 
(which at present it is not), by inserting in it the onlv 
means by which enfranchisements can be fitdlitated, 
in cases in which parties cannot agree upon the 
amount of money to be paid — ^viss.. bv providing for the 
appomtment of arbitrators who snail decide upon the 
amount to be paid or received by the lessee or lessor 
of the property to be enfranchised. 

Signed on behalf of the Church Leaseholders of 
the Diocese of Durham, this 21st day of 
June, 1824^ 

David Haooib, Mayor of Gateshead. 

G. J. KxNMiB, Town Clerk of Gateshead. 

JoHV BoBizrsoH, Mayor of South Shields. 

Thomas Salmon, Town Cierk of South Shields. 

Gboegb Robbov, Mayor of Durham. 

JoBn TiPLADT, Town Clerk of Durham. 
m Samusl Aloook, Mayor of Sunderland. 

WiujAM Snowball, Town Clerk of Sunderland. 

FiLANcis Mbwbubn, Buliflf of Darlingtou. 

R. Donns, Mayor of Newcastle. 

JoHB Clattov, Town Clerk of Newcastle. 

Josbph Lamb, President of the Newcastle, Shields, 
and Gateshead Chamber of Commerce. 

Nicholas Wbioht, Mayor of Morpeth. 

William Woodman, Town Clerk of Morpeth. 

Matthbw Poppelwbll, Mayor of IVnemouth. 

Thomas Cabb Libtch, Town Clerk of l^ynemouth. 

R. W. SwiBBUENB, South Shields. 

William Andebson, South Shields. 

J. C. Stbvbnson, South Shields. 

Jambs S. Fobstbe, Gateshead. 

Gbobab Hawks, Gateshead. 

C. Allbusbn, Gateshead. 

W. H. Bbookbtt, Gateshead. 

THE GATESHEAD TOWN COUNCIL. 

Ov June 17th, a special meeting was held in the 
TownhalL Present: — The Mayor (David Ha^e, 
Esq.) in the chair ; Aldermen Bobson and Smith ; 
and Councillors lonn, Haggle (Peter), Cook, Hunter, 
Brinton, and Hymers. 

Mr. Aid. Smith moved the adoption of a petition to 
parliament, and its transmission to Mr. Hutt for 
presentation, the substance being as follows : — 

That a large portion of the ground meet eligibly situated 
ftr oonuneioial and mannflwtaring purposes withtai flie 



I of Gateshead is episeopal p roperty, held under 
i the Bishop of I>iiriiain, and saUet by the episco- 
pal leasee to varioos persons, who, from time to time, have 
ereoted large and ooetty manoflustoiies and other bnUdlngs 
thereon. 

That one of the present leesees and Us anoeetorB have 
held the said property for nearly a oentory and a half, 
under a 21 years' lease, which has been renewed every yesr 
on payment of an aocnatomed amoont of line. 

That the said lessee, on the fiath of siich renewal, has 
snblet the property on building leasee for such a period as 
his eurrent lease warrants, with a covenant to continue 
saoh lease for sixty years, and in some eases for a longer 
period, and that, until recently, no doubt or fear was ever 
entertained of the eontJnnanee of the long-existhig system 
of renewal. 

That reoently, however. In oonsequenoe of certain donMs 
which have been expressed before committees of parlia* 
ment, and elsewhere, of the strictly-legal rif^t of the epia- 
eopal and oapitular lessees in the diocese of Durham to 
those renewals which have been granted from time Im- 
memorial, capitalists refuse to expend money upon ecde- 
shMtlcal property, either in the erection of new manuiheto- 
riee, for which the ground in question, lying as it does on 
the banks of the river Tjme, and closely adjoining the great 
towns of Newcastle and Gateshead, is most eligibly situated, 
or In the extenslonof existing works, upon which they have 
expended Immense sums of money. 

That the consequence Is that the general trade of the 
whole river Tjme is seriously injured by the operation of 
the efrlesiastii'al tenures, preventing as it does a develop- 
ment of those resources which on freehold or enfranchised 
land would have been Immediately made available. 

That an Act was passed In 1851 to fodlitate the manage- 
ment and ImproTement of episcopal and capitular estates 
in Kngland ; whldi Act provides for the enfranehisement of 
such estates in eases In whidi the lessors and lessees could 
agree upon such tenns as met the approval of the Chureh 
flstates OommisBioners ; but the said Act contains no pro- 
vision for ascertaining, by arbitration or otherwise, the 
sum to be paid or received for enfranchisement In cases In 
which the leasors and lessees cannot agree. 

That so for as the diocese of Durham generally, and this 
locality in particular, is ooncemed, the Act of 1851 has been 
almost wholly inoperative ; the ihet being, that aHhoogh 
numerous applications for enfranchisement have been 
made, both to the episcopal and ecclesiastieal eorporatlonB» 
not one single enfranehisement has been made by the 
former, and only twenty-two by the latter, althou|$i the 
number of leaseholders in the diocese is Immense, one 
manor alone containing not less than 800 leaseholders. 

That a bill is now before your honourable house for eon- 
tlnuhig the said Act of 1851. 

That for the reasons above stated It Is most essential to 
the success of any Act for focllitating enfranchisement that 
It should contain a power of settling by arbitration the 
terms of such enfranchisement, in cases In which the 
parties interested cannot agree. 

That both the Irish Ghursh Vsmporallties Act and the 
Copyhold Enfranchisement Act contain such a proyisioa. 

Your petitioners therefore pray that your honourable 
house will be pleased to so amend the bQl now before your 
honourable house that it may provide for settlement by 
arbitration in cases of non-agreement, upon terms between 
the ecclesiastical corporations and thefr lessees. 

Mr. PnsB Haooib seconded the adoption of the 
petition, and it was adopted accordingly. 

The standing orders were then suspended, on the 
motion of Mr. Htmsbs, seoonded by Mr. Bnnrrov ; 
and Mr. Aid. Smith moved the adoption of a petition 

r'nst the Government Police KU, **practioaUy 
ing the entire control of the whole police of the 
kingdom in the hands of Her MqesfeT^s Home Seoe- 
taiy.** The motion was seconded by Mr. Aid. 
BoBsoK, and canied unanimoualy ; and the meeting 
then broke up. 
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Now ready. Price 6d.« 

ADVICE ABOUT AYEEAQE, for the Benefit ot 
MasterB of Merchant YeeselB. By William 
HsHBT Brookxtt, Stater of Averages at Newcaetley 
and Secretary of the Chamber of Commerce. 
^ ' ' - 

Price Is., 

THE THREE WARNINGS: or, FACTS and 
FIGURES of the CHOLERA EPIDEMICS of 
GATESHEAD ; with also the Mortality of Ei^hton 
Banks and the whole of the Chester-le-Street Union in 
1849. The Statistics of each of the three Epidemics 
are giyen in detail, exhibiting the Number of Deaths 
per day, and the Locality in which every Death 
oocnrrecl ; the Ages of the Victims : the Census of 
Victoria-street (in which the Mortality of 1853 com- 
menced) ; and a variety of other particulars. By 
JAMES CLEPHAN. 

London: Charles Mitchell. — Newcastle: Chamley, 
Turner, Barkas, &c« — Gateshead : Kelly and the 
O6i0ro0r Office. 

" BTerj one who has a spare shilling should possesB him 
self of 80 instructiTe a chronicle of the operations of the 
modem plagae. Who will give us a Bimllar memento of the 
soonrge m Newcastle f—JVincauC^ ChroniOe, 

" An admirable ooUeetion of facts and figures. Those who 
lo?e cleanliness and health owe the author something for 
the manner in which he has traced the dose connection be- 
tween dirt, OTererowding.and 6b€AenL*'^HuU Advertiaer. 

**TbiB pamphlet has been compiled with great judgment, 
persevering labour, and conscientious care, and has a wider 
than local interest Asarecordof the arriyal of the disease 
amongst us, and of Its extension on the site It flrst ohose for 
the oommiMlon of its raniges, it deserves an attentive con- 
sideration bj every Sanitary Reformer." -- Leioeater 
Ckrcmde. 

** The more prominent circumstanees eonneeted with the 
three attacks of cholera, in 1838, 49, and 53, are succinctly 
detailed— the number of deaths, and the localities in which 
they oeeurred, earefhUy recorded. Three ingenious typo- 
gr^>hloal maps of the date and locality of each death during 
the three visitations are appended ; and It Is a worli of 
melancholy yet histmetlve Interest to marie the disease 
ereep from street to street during its dread progress. The 
value of such a tabular form appears almost to surpass that 
of the ordinary maps, in which the mortality is marked by 
ominoas black dots, because the incursions of the disease 
into the diffnent localities are marked by dates, while the 
numbers which lUI as it proceeds are IndioUed by figures.**— 
NtwecuiU Jtmmak 

» — 

GATBSHBAn Msohahicb' Iitstitutx.— The annual 
excursion took place on June 19, when upwards of 
120 of the members and their friends visited Harro- 
gate and Knaresborough, under the favouring influ- 
ences of fine weather. 

BoSOUaHHOLDSBS AND FUEEIIXK Of GaTESHEAD.— At 

a meeting of the Borouehholders and Freemen, held 
at the imchoraffe on June 19, Mr. Easton Robson, 
steward, was caUed to the chair. The Secretary, (Mr. 
Kenmir) read the minutes. The entire receipts had 
been j^a6 l8.7id., and the expenditure £673 16B.5id., 
leaving a balance of £162 6s. 2d. Mr. Kenmir, not- 
withstanding hiB appointment to the office of Town 
Clerk, was unanimously reglected to the office of 
Secretary* Mr. Lumley was elected steward in the 
room of Mr. Alderman Lister; and the following 
gentlemen were elected a committee to manage the 
property of the body : — ^Aldermen Lister and B^bson, 
and Messrs. William Cook, Robert Lister, and Joseph 
Willis Swinburne. It was resolved, on the motion'of 
Mr« Cook, sanded by Aldeiman Robson, '* That the 



Secretary ba instructed to correspond with the Lord ol 
the Manor, and obtain the appointment of an early 
day for the holding of a Court for the admission of 
recently-enfranchised members of this body." 

« 

SALE OF FREEHOLD HOUSE AND LAND, 
G ATESH E AD 

TO BE SOLD BY AUCTION,' at Miss Murray's, 
Queen's Head Inn, Gateshead, on Tuebdat, 
July 4, at 5 for 6 o'clock precisely, 

Bt Mb. CHARLES BROUGH, 

Lot 1. All that substantially-built and newly- 
erected DWELLING HOUSE, being No. 13, Cathe- 
rine-terrace, late in the occunation of George Straker, 
Esq., containing dining ana drawing rooms, three 
bed-rooms, two attics, water closets, kitchens, and 
eyery other convenience, with Coach House and 
Stabling attached. 

Lot 2. All that FIELD, or CLOSE of Grass Land, 
situate at Sheriff Hill, near the Old Cannon, contain- 
ing 1a. 2b. 22p., now in the occupation of Mr. John 
Scott 

For further particulars apply to Messrs. John 
Bbowh & Sov, Solicitors, Side ; or to the Auctioztesb. 

SALE OF EXTENSIVE AND COMMODIOUS 
FREEHOLD OOPPERAS WORKS, BRICK FIELD, DWEL- 
LING HOUSES, OFFICES, AND LAND, AT THE FELLING 
SHORE, NEAR GATESHEU), IN THE COUNTY OF 
DURHAM. 
r|10 BE SOLD BY AUCTION, in One Lot, at the 
X George Inn, Pilgrim-street, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
on Tubsdat, the 25th of July next, at 2 o'clock in the 
Aftemooni 

Mr. HOGGINS, Auctiokeeb, 
All the aboTe-named PREMISES, the Copperas 
Works being at present in operation and in the occu- 
pation of ftfessrs. Ca^ey. They possess an excellent 
frontage to the River Tyne, and are supplied with 
every essential for carrying on business on an extensive 
scale, having a large Reservoir, two Heaters, eight 
laige Coolers, two Boilers, ana a Steam Engine of 
eight horse-power. 

There is a valuable Seam of Clay for making Bricks, 
six Dwelling Houses, Offices, and a Quantity of Land, 
the whole covering an area of about Ten Acres. 

For particulars apply to John Wilson, Esq., Solici- 
tor, York ; or Messrs. Adamson & Sons, Solicitors, 
Newcastle, at whose Offices a Plan of the Property 
may be seen. 

The premises may be inspected on application to 
the foreman at the works. 
Newcastle, June 20, 1854. 

. — ♦ - 

THOMAS ROBSON, 

SADDLER AND HARNESS MAKER, 

GATESHEAD, 

BEGS to thank his Friends and the Public for the 
kind Patronage he has received during the many 
years he has been in Business, and to inform them 
that he has returned to the Premises which he for- 
merly occupied m the HIGH-STREET, adjoining the 
Queen's Head Inn. 

The Rebuilding of the Property has given him 
increased accommodation for carrying on his Business, 
and he hopes to be able at ail times to meet the wishes 
of his customers, whose continued support he respect- 
fully solicits. 

HighrBtreet, Gatesheadj June 16, 1864. 
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QATESHBAD POOR-LAW UNION. 
BoAJU) Boom, Tubidat, June 27.^PreBeiit s— The 
Vice Chairman (Aldeiman Bobson) in the ehair ; and 
Meesn. Anderson, Murray, Cook, Brinton, Hodgson, 
Smith, Greene, and Sowerhjr. 

The OiiKBK (Mr. J. W. SwiinnniNE) read the 
minutes, and pJaced the onstomary papers on the 
table. 

The number of inmates of the woiUbonse, during 
the fortnight, had been 158. Outdoor rdief had been 
administer to 2,300 paupers in the first week, and 
S,286 in the second, at a cost of ^£275 lOs. In the 
corresponding weeks of 1858, the numbers were 1,965 
and 1,939, and the cost j£289 156. 5d. 

Cheques were issued to the amount of i£799 la. lOd. 
The Trsasurer had a balance in hand of j£956 lOs. 7d., 
exhibiting a surplus of only £157 88. 9d. Of the calls 
due on the 27th of May, 

Byton Woodalde was in airears £9» 18 10 

Heworth 80 

Wlnlaton 154 4 7 

Whickham 327 

£690 18 5 

Mr. R. W. Hodgson expressed his remt, after 
what had ah'eady been said, that it shoula be neces- 
sary again to complain of arrears; but Whickham 
grew worse instead of better. Here was nearly j£000 
due from four parishes, and upwards of half of it from 
Whickham. He must really move that the Clerk be 
instructed to make inquit^y into the cause of this 
delay, and to proceed against the parishes, if neces- 
sary, by summons. The case of Whickham was 
startling, and called for explanation. 

Mr. Srihton seconded the motion. He was sorry 
that Whickham and Winlaton should always be in 
arrears. 

Mr. Cook ssad, the Heworth collector was present, 
and could perhaps explain at once. 

Mr. Bill said, there had been no delay on his part. 
The deficiency arose firom the circumstance that no 
special rate had been levied for the cholera. 

The Vioe-Chaibmak said, a sufiident rate should 
have been laid to cover all requirements. 

Air. Qbeehb : The proposed course will compel the 
Overseers to do it. 

Mr. Sill said, after some further conversati<m, that 
Heworth never used to be in this position till lately. 

Mr. Bbiktok : No ; but Whickham has always 
been so. 

Mr. HoDOfloif : And is getting worse. 

The motion was unanimously carried. 

Mr. Andbbsob stated that Byton Woodside had 
nothing in hand, and would not be in a condition to 
pay-up until after another rate had been laid. 

Mr. Hodgson : A sufficient rate should have been 
laid. 

Mr. Abdbbsok : All will be pud-up next quarter. 

The Clbbk read a circular frt>m the Haslingden 
union, enclosing a copy of a petition to parliament 
against the continuance of the Poor Law Board in 
I^ndon, and stating the annual cost of the Board to 
be £214,000. Mr. S. also laid on the table the Con- 
tinuance Bill (prolonging the life of the Board to 
1859), and a bill rels^g to the common ehaiges of 
unions. 

Mr. Cook alluded to the introduction of the Police 
Bill (now withdrawn) and other manifestations of a 
tendenqr to centralization, and proposed that parlia- 



ment be petitioned lor a llmitatioa of the powers of 
the Poor Law Board. He would gladly have gone 
further, but was afraid it would be of no use to pay 
tor the abolition of the ^oard altogether. 

Mr. Bbibvob, concurring with Mr. Cook, seconded 
the motion. 

Mr. Aid. Smith and the Ticb-Chaibmab said Mr. 
Cook had better go the whole length, when he was 
about it. 

Mr. Cook said he would do so, as the Quaidians 
seemed unanimous lor total abolition. 

The Yigb-Chaibmait and Mr. Smith disclaimed 
concurrence in the views of Mr. Cook. 

The motion, as oneinally proposed, was adopted ; 
and Messrs. Cook, Hodgson, and Qreene weire tap- 
pointed, with the Clerk, to firame the petition. 

Some other business was transacted, and the Boaxd 
proceeded to the relief of the poor. 

♦ 

DURHAM CHUR'IH LEA6EH0IiI>S. 

Thb Committee of the Newcastie and Gateshead 
District Association met on July 6th, in the Town- 
hall, Gateshead, (John Greene. Esq., in the chair,) 
when the Secretary made a verbal report of the pro- 
ceedings of Mr. f orster and himseu since the last 
meeting. A <' Statement of Facts" had been prepared 
for submission to the members of both houses of par- 
liament, and it had received, besides other influential 
names, the signatures of the Mayors and Town Clerks 
of all the corporate towns withm the diocese of Dur- 
ham, except Stockton and Hartlepool, whose chief 
officers had not replied to the invitationa addressed to 
them. A copy of this statement had been placed in 
the hands of all Her Migesty's Ministers ana aU the 
members of parliament for this distoict, as well as 
other gentiemen whom the Sccretaiy and Mr. Forster 
had seen or communicated with in London, and who 
had expressed a desire to do justice in the matter; and 
when the bill had been read a second time (which 
might be within a week or ten days), it would be 
necessaiy to give the document a wider legislative 
circulation, and to have further interviews with 
members of parliament thereon. 

Several letteis were read from members of parlia- 
ment and others, highly approving of the statement, 
and advising the association thereon. 

The Committee resolved that the Secreaiaiy should 
take such further steps as might be necessary, when 
the proper time arrived, lor conducting the matter, as 
far as possible, to a successful issue. It was the 
opion of the meeting, (as, indeed, it is in every 
quarter,) that the proposition for an arbitration being 
so obviously reasonable, and so precisely in accordance 
with the principle adopted in all the ordinary afiairs 
ot business, it could not, without an amount of incon- 
sistenoy almost amounting to a denial of justice, be 
oppoeeoL 

Gatbshbad Dibpbvsabt. — At the monthly com- 
mittee-meeting, held on July 4th, the ordinary busi- 
ness having been disposed o^aconversation arose on the 

in tiie ^)sence of progress. A resolution was adopted 
suggesting to the Secretary the propriety of convening 
a meeting of the subscribe to the Duilding fund, that 
some steps may be taken to induce an active move- 
ment towards the fdlfilment of their wishes. 
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THE aATBSHBAD TOWN-COUNCIL. 
MAYOR. COUNCILLORS fHewitt, Junes 

fHsggle, DRTid AllhUBen, Chris. fHodgson, R. W. 
ALOXRMBN. fBrintoii, G^prge Hunter^ George 
CDimniiis, T. fCiook, WilllMn fHymers, J. A. 
Hawks, George Grawshay, E. flonn, F. P. 

Lister, John Douglas, William Patterson, G. 

fPearson, C. J. Garbntt, C. Skelton, John 

tBobson, Joseph Gny, Alex. Geo. fVickers, John 
ffimith, James fHasgie. Peter Wilson, James 

iir Tliose marked (f) were present 

TowKHALL. July 6.— The minutes were read ; also 
letter from Mr. Hutt, stating that he had presented, 
on the 90th ult , the petitions of the Council, adopted 
on the 17th, as to the Police Bill and the Episcopal 
and Capitular Estates Management Bill. 

Mr. Aid. BoBSON presented a report from the Public 
HealUi Committee. As to the pUms submitted by Mr. 
Potts of his proposed erections on the triangular piece 
of ground at tne junction of Hills-street and Half- 
Moon-lane, they reluctantiy assented to the trap-door 
entrances to the cellars, as they were within his own 
boundaries. With respect to the proposed construc- 
tion of a range of cellaring underneath the footpath 
on the n<»th side of Hills-street, they recommended 
that permission be gmnted. subject to an annual pay- 
ment of £3 ; also, that leave be given to erect a 
hoaxdiuff, enclosing the scaffolding and building mate- 
rials. On the subject of Mr. Wiules's application for 
permission to alter the level of the footpath near 
Caldwell Dean, and to substitute a pump for the well, 
the Committee recommended compliance on certain 
conditions, but ** desired it to be understood that they 
guardedly abstained from reference to contemplated 
changes by Mr. Wailes in other roads mentioned in 
his application, these chan^ not coming properly 
under their consideration m connection with'^ the 
matter. Mr. Newall having kpplied for the consent 
of the Council, as Surveyors of the Highways, to a 
diversion of a public footpath at Team bridge near the 
point at which the stream is crossed by the railway 
company's Yiaduct^ and the substitution of a shorter 
and more commodious footpath through an adjoining 
field, the roport recommended that the requisito 
notice be given to the churchwardens to call a parish 
meeting, and that, if the meeting consentea, the 
needful focilities be given io Mr. NewalL The Com- 
mittee, having considered the memorial to throw open 
the Council Cnamber to the ratepayers, recommended 
that, if its prayer wero oonceaed, a subcommittee 
should be appointed to frame the necessary regulations 
and restrictions. The report closed witn a reference 
to miscellaneous matters, and was then received. 

Mr. Cook said, he observed that, among the ac^ 
counts recommended by the report to be paid, was 
one of Mr. C. J. Pearson's for bricks. &c, amounting 
to i£9 12b. 4d. Yet the Council had resolved, in the 
most emphatic terms, that no member of their own 
body shoidd be allowed thus to violate the law. 

Mr. Aid. PsABSOR sud^ the charge was principally 
for allowing the Corporation to use his brickyard as a 
l^ace of deposit for rubbish, there being great difficulty 
m finding depots. 

Mr. Cw>K must still protest against such items. It 
had become a great scandal, at one time, that so 
many members of the Council — one-third, if not one- 
half— wero recipients of the money of which they 
wero the guardians ; and they must not go back to 
such a state of things. He had no personal feeling (n 
the matter, but acted solely from principle^ 



Mr. Hall (Surveyor), being called upon, said the 
payment was one to which the Corporation became 
nable prior to the resolution referred to. 

Mr. Aid. Pbabson said, he allowed Mr. Hall to 
deposit rubbish for the public convenience, and only 
charged dd. a load. Elsewhero, they must have paid 
ed. He had no wish that his brickyard should be so 
used. 

Mr. Htmsbs said it was certainly a great pubhc 
accommodation. It was very difficult to find a place 
of deposit. He had had to pay 6d. himselL 

The Matob agreed with Mr. Cook in principle, bat 
thought the explanation was satis&ctory. 
' Mr. Hall said, the stringent enforcement of the 
law rendered it sometimes difficult to meet the public 
exigencies in the best and most economical manner. 

Mr. Aid. Pbabson hoped he would be troubled no 
moro with the Coiporation rubbish. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Hbwitt : We must just pay the market-price 
for what we require. 

The subject dropped, and the daase in the report 
as to Mr. Fotts's plans came on for consideration, and 
was discussed at considerable length. Mr.^ Potts, it 
appeared, proposed to devote a portion of his ipound, 
4 feet wide, to the construction of a footpath m Half 
Moon-lane, with cellar openingB-«nd, under the foot- 
path in Hills-street, to excavate cellars, for which the 
roport proposed thatheshouldbechaigedi^perannum. 
Mr. Aid. Smith, considering the devotion of part of 
the ground to the purposes of a footpath, thought that 
such a chaigo should not be made ; and Mr. Aid. Rob- 
soir, Mr. Aid. Pbabsov, and Mr. HoDosoir concurred. 
Mr. Htmers, Mr. Hbwitt, and others supported the 
recommendation of the Committee. Mr. Aid. Peab- 
sozr moved that the payment be a shilling, but was 
induced to say ^2. Mr. Aid. Smith, who had 
seconded the ahilling, rofused to second the £2; and 
Mr. HoDOSON, to bring the matter to a vote, then 
seconded the motion ; which was put and negatived 
by 6 to 3. Recommendation of Committee approved. 

(Mr. Swinburne, solicitor for Mr. Potts, and Mr. 
Matthew Thompson, arohitect, were subsequentiy ad- 
mitted to an interview. Mr. Swinburne stated that 
Mr. Potts, owing to the decision of the Council, would 
have to deposit new plans. Hb building would ex- 
tend to his boundary line in Half-Moon-lane. He 
could lodge them at once, but that would not be 
regular : they must go hmn the Committee. Per^ 
haps, however, the Council would allow him, in the 
meantime, to go on with excavations for drains, &0., 
within prescribed limits 1 The Council assented.) 

The clause as to Mr. Wailes's proposals was adopted, 
with a proviso that he keep the pump in repair. 

On the motion of Mr. Aid. Robsok, seconded by Mr. 
Aid. Pbabson, the report, as amended, was adopted. 

Mr. Peter Hagoib, pursuant to notice, moved the 
admission of ratepayers to the meetings of the Council, 
subject to such conditions as might oe agreed upon. 
If they desired to attend, he thought they should be 
allowed. He could not say that either they or the 
Council would be much benefited by the arrangement, 
although it might tend to keep the members up to 
their work. He believed that, in some other boroughs, 
the public were admitted. 

Mr. Htmbbs had great pleasure in seconding the 
motion. He saw no reason to be afraid of the ad- 
mission of their constituents, and it might be a spur 
to them in the execution of tneir duty. 

Mr* Popaaov was sony that he could not agree to 
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the motion. He was not otmBciouB d needing any 
spur to the peifonnance of hie duty, and saw no reason 
why the motion should be adopted. Their meetings 
wore open to the press; fiiir reports were given, and 
quite as fall as could reasonably be expected ; and, if 
the public were admitted, they would jperhape haye 
mudi oTerorowding, noise, and disturumce. The 
practice of parliament had been quoted by the memo- 
rialists as a precedent ; but, in that case, they were 
admitted under stringent rwulations : and if Uiese 
were broken, there was an lUier of Uie Black Bod, 
or other officer, to take the ofiender into custody. 
Mr. H. pointed out the disorder which might result 
if peiBons were to come in a state of inebriation, and 
moved the prsvious question. 
Mr* Aid. BoBsoN seconded the amendment. 
Mr. HxwiTT said, he saw no reason to apprehend 
the evils anticipated by Mr. Hodgson ; but, to meet 
them, thes might create the Mayor Speaker, and Mr. 
Schorey Usher of the Black Rod. (Laughter.) 

Mr. GooK was sony that Mr. Hodgson should have 
ol^eoted to so reasonable a motion. He (Mr. C.) had 
mixed as much as most men with the people of Gates- 
head, and had witnessed none of those disgraceful 
exhibitions among the ratepayers which Mr. Hodgson 
dreaded. (Mr. Hodgson : I said the public) ^he 
motion was confined to the ratepayers, and he was 
sure that Mr. Hodgson might dismiss his appiehen- 
sions. Go to the police or county court, to quarter 
sessions or assizes, and the public would be found in 
attendance, without hindrance to the discharge of 
public business. If the doors of ib» Council Chamber 
were thrown open, he believed that veiy few would 
come ; but the attendance, small as it might be, would 
be beneficiaL There was an impression abroad— he 
did not think it was very general— that the rates were 
not aurly and pioperlv en^ended. Those who came 
would be able to judge ror themselves, and would 
convev their impressions to others, and the Council 
would get more credit out of doors. He hoped that 
the amendment would be withdrawn, and that the 
propoeed experiment might have a trial. If, at the 
end <rfsix months, it were not found to work well, he 
would join Mr. Hodgson in opposition to (lie airanse- 
ment. 

The Matob spoke in support of the motion. He 
did not think they had any right to exclude the bur- 
gesses, whose servants they were, and whose business 
the^ met to transact He was afraid, if Mr. Hod^ 
sons representations went abroad uncontradicted, 
people at a distance might think the ratepayers of 
Gateshead nothing better than Boejesmans. (Laugh- 
ter; with ''No, no," from Mr. Hodgson.) 

Mr. P. Haggie said, in reply to Mr. Hodobos, that 
if he spoke of the admission of the ''public," he 
merely meant the ratepayers. 

Ifr. Aid. PsABSoir supported the amendment. He 
saw no good that could accrue from admitting the 
ratepayers, but great annoyance. Their procecmngs 
were surely public enough. There were three gentle- 
mm of the press present that day. 

Mr. lonr said, under proper regulations, there 
oould be no inconvenience. Overcrowding could be 
nre vented by limiting the number, and no man would 
oe admitted who was not sober. 
The Council divided :— 

Far th$ AmendmaU, 4. —Aldermen Bobson, Smith, and 
Pearson, and OpmicUlar Hodsaon. 



AffomH U. 7.— The Kayor; and Couioillfln Hymers. 
Haggle, Hewitt, Brinton, lonn, and OookT^^ »/"«% 
ITeuiml, 1.— OooncUlor Yiekers. 
The original motion was put and carried ; and, 
after some discussion, it was referred to the Iinance 
Committee and Mr. Hewitt to make the necessaiy 
arrangements. 

Some remark having been made, as to the probabi- 
lities of attendance on the part of the rstepayers, of 
which we got no distinct note, 

Mr. Cook said, he hoped they would attend, even if 
the room were overcrowded, in which case they must 
enlarge their accommodations: which, he thought, 
mi^rht be a mora commendable work than some of 
their building operations. Perhaps they would be 
more economical if the ratepayers came to their 
meetings. 

Mr. HoDOBOv repelled the suggestion. He thought 
they were not charveable with pnproper expendlturo. 
Mr. Cook said, being challenged to the prooi^ he 
would cite the borrowing of j63,500, and beforo any 
of the money was expended, upwards of £900 had to 
be repaid to the Comn^ssioners. Tlie money was 
borrowed at 4 per cent., and lodged In the bank at 
2i. Was this economical ? 

Mr. HoncMoir said. Mr. Cook had already had his 

answer. He was told, before, when he spoke of this 

* matter, that they could only borrow thu money in 

one sum. The Cqundl did the best they oould for the 

public in carrying out a public work. 

A vacancy was now dedued in the office of Alder- 
man, and the Mayor named Thursday, July 13, as 
the day on which it should be filled up. 

Mr. Aid. SxiTH presented a report mm the finance 
Committee, which stated that, since the quarterly 
meeting in May, the first instaknent of the Baths and 
Washhouses loan, amounting to £3ff7 6s. 7d.. for 
principal and interest, had been paid out of the 
Borough Fund. The Treasurer's books showed that 
on theBorough Fund he was £S7 6s. lO^d. in advance. 
The mortgage debt of j^l,000 secured on the Townhall, 
and £36 128. 4d. for interest thereon, had been paid 
out of the Borough Fund since the last report was 
made ; and as some hesitation had occurred in the 
advance of the contemplated loan of £fi00 to enable 
the Corpontion to nay off this mortsage, the Com- 
mittee recommended that an effort be made to free 
the property from debt idtogether at once, and that 
the negotiation for the loan be considered tenninated. 
The Committee further recommended that the usual 
borough-rate for two quarters be now levied, for which 
fourpence in the pound (twopence in aid of the watch 
rate and twopence for general purposes) would scantily 
suffice. The Committee had dulv considered the esti- 
mate for a general district rate tor the current half- 
year, calculated to include the ordinaiy highway rate, 
and to amount to threepence in the poundL 

Mr. Haogib stated that the debt referred to in the 
report had been wholly discharged ; and, in reply to 
Mr. Hewitt, that the borough-rate on small tene- 
ments would be charged simply one-hal^ as when 
collected with the poor-rate. 
The reoort was received and adopted. 
Mr. Aid. Smith presented a statement as to the 
private improvement rate, from which it appeared 
that, with the exception of £46 arrears in the case of 
Grahamsley-street, the whole amount yet payable had 
been collected, 
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It appearing tbat the eollector had 21 per cent, for 
the oouection of this rate» Mr. Cook repeated his 
former Buggestion that the persona who, declining to 
make neceeeary improTements themselyes, threw the 
work upon the Gouncil, shoidd be charged with this 
per centage ; but there was some doubt whether it 
oould be exacted, and the general feeling seemed to 
be that the sacrihce was w(»th making for the sake of 
having streets and roads dndned, pavd, &c. 

Mr. Aid. Smith stated that £400^ forming the 
saperannuated police fond, was lying at buik interest, 
and suggested an inquiry after a letter inyestmeiit. 

gefeired to the Watch Committee.) There was also, 
8aid9jC40 due from the Borough Justices. 
Mr. Htksbs inquired if the Clerk to the Justices 
accounted quarterly, as required 1 

The Tow5 Clbrk oould not say. He had not, yet, 
been a quarter in office. 

The Tewv Glbkk read a report from the Superin- 
tendent of Police, Mr. Schorey . on the phm laid down 
by Mr. Superintendent Mitchell, of Tynemouth, as to 
a more uniform system of codpeiation among the 
police-forces of Newcastle, Northumberland, and Pur- 
ham. In all its main features, it appeared, Mr. 
Mitchell's plan was already in practical operation in 
Gateshead, so &r as was poesible in the absence of a 
general system. 

The Tows Clbbk read a return, prepared at the 
recent request of the General Board of Health, 
** touching the expenses of the application of the 
Public Health Act, 1848, to the borough." The 
items were— £13 7s. to Mr. Nicholson, C.EL, for mape 
ibr thepreliminaiy inquiry ; and £32 6s. to the Town 
Clerk lor his joumej^ to and attendance in London 
lelatiye to the provisional order. The costs and 
ffltpenses incurred by the General Board, for the pre- 
liminary inquiry and confirmation of the general order, 
were Btdl owing by the Local Board. Nochargeshad 
been made by any inspector, engineer, or other officer 
of the Genend Board. Bxceptfor thesewerage of the 
eastern district, the plans of which were not yet 
wttled, no application had been made to the General 
Board as to works involving the raising of money and 
mortgage of rates. 

Mr. HoiMMSoir moved the suspension of the standing 
orders, that a petition to the House of Lords might 
be brought under consideration, praying for the 
admission of Dissenters to the foil enjoyment of the 
umversities. 

Mr. Cook seconded the motion, and it was nnani- 
mouslyagreed to. 

Mr. HAoaiB then moved the adoption of a petition, 
to be signed by the Mayor on behalf of the Council, 
showinff — 

That&eadTantsgeswhidb it is in the power of tfaeUni- 
versltlee of Oxford and Cambridge to confer on the nation, 
Me, whoUy In the one case, partially in the other, withheld 
from one-half of the commimity. 

That your petttioners are of opinion that tins invUUoiui 
and ii^arioiifl distinction has no toondation in justice, and 
oni^t to be ahoUshed. 

Tour petitioners therefore pfay that the Oxford Univer- 
sity Bill, now before your Bight HonouraUe House, may be 
passed in such a form as to pbiee the whole of Her M^Jesty'a 
aabjects on an equal footing witiiin the walla of Uiat histtta- 
tlon, and that, on some fitting ooeaslon, the University of 
Oamhridge may be similariy reformed. 

Mr. Honofioir cordially seconded the motion, and it 
was adopted without a dissentient voice. The petition 
to be sent to Lord Brougham for presentation. 



Mr. Cook moved that it be referred to the l^blic 
Health Committee to revise the acknowledgments 
payable to the Corporation. They had tlmt day 
resolved, in acceding to a request made by Mr. Potts, 
to charge what they believed to be the rail value for 
the privilege granted. Mr. Potts declined to accept 
the terms, but that made no matter. They had now 
laid down a rule, and were bound to revise their 
acknowledgments, and make them conformable to 
that rule. Manv of these acknowledgments were of 
the most paltiy character. In one case a person had 
actually built a house on a site for which he paid but 
an annual acknowledgment of a shilling. He moved 
that the acknowledgments be revised by the Public 
Health Committee, with a view to the attainment <^ 
a fiiir recompense, in every case, for the privilege 
granted. 

Mr. loKN. seconded the motion, and (with the sdb- 
stitution of the Rnance Conmiittee) itwaradopted. 

The Matob, after congratulating the CooncU on 
having heard soeh a fooA account of the private 
improvement rate, said it ought to encourage tnem to 
go on, and called attention to the wretched state of 
the foot-pavement in front of Mulgrave-terrace. — • 
Referred to the Public Health Committee, 

Mr. Hall, in reply to Mr. Htvbbs and Mr. Cook. 
stated that the Bi^hs and Washhouses, all he coula 
do, did not so on so mpidly as could be wished. The 
departures m>m the phin were not material — ^not more 
extensive than was commonly the case — and would 
not vidate the contract. Mr. Bbhiton said, there 
was a rumour to the contrary^ that the contractor, 
when urged to get on, or the penalty would be en- 
forced, aaod it oould not be done, the contract being 
broken. 

Adjourned to Thursday, July 13. 

• _ . 

Mr. G. S. Bradv, of Qateehead^ at the monthly 
meeting of the Photographic Society, held at the 
rooms of the Literary and Philosophical Society, New- 
castle, July 7, (Dr. Embleton in the chair,) read a 
paner on the Applicability of Photography to the 
Delineation of Microscopic Objects. iThe paper was 
illustrated by a microecope, camera, and specimens of 
objects beautifully photographed. An interesting 
discussion followed. Mr. Warren also read a paper 
showing that photography was not a mere amuse- 
ment, but of fip^t practical utility. Mr. W. exhi- 
bited his portfolio, comprising an artistic picture of 
the church of St Nicholas ; which Mr. A. 8. Steven- 
son (no mean judge) pronounced to be one of the 
finest specimens of the art that he had ever seen. 
♦ 
THE TRADE OP THE COUNTRY. 

Thb official accounts, just published, fhnash 
several remarkable as well as gratifying ikets, con- 
sidering that we are at war with one of the great 
Powers of the world. 

In imports as well as exports, the figures are 
most favoorable. In the former, we observe that 
the quantity of wheat imported has increased fimn 
525,236 to 611,993 quarters on the month, and 
firom 1,732,596 to 2,236,175 quarters on the five 
months, ending Jane 5, as compared with the cor- 
responding periods of 1853 i-Hihat taUow, dnring 
the same periods, has bcreased from 35,805 to 
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47,449 «wti. oa th* aMDih, and from 161,202 te 

902,852 «wtB. OB the five moDths ; «nd faemp, froaa 

38,250 to 94,005 ewts. on the mondi, and ob the 

fiye months from 185»d69 to 225,554 cwta. 

In ooffee, duiag -both periods, the increase ha0 

bee also very gfoat — as has also been the ease k 

flairar and tea— ^s. ^— 

xoaia«Biitaj«iic0^ 



OolfeeObB.) 
Si]gar,(ewtB.):— 

Unreflned 

Beflned 



4,615,646 5,508»3a6 



1868. 



1864. 



186S. 
U,912,321 



1854. 
13,910,673 



75S,141 1,018,654 2,471,868 3,066,333 

11,176 47.280 84,867 117,047 

TteOba.) 6,709,94610,941,466 33,948,081 48,499,581 

Of oomforts, therefore, the Czar does not seem, 
by any means, to hare as yet deprived us ; and 
even in the brimstone of which the King of Naples 
so oonsideraitely wished to deprive ns — to prevent 
BB, we suppose^ from homing onr own fingers or 
anybody dse^s — we seem to have been importnig 
pretty laigely, the quantity on the month in 1853 
having been only 38,935, and on the five montha 
only 177)534 ewts., against 88,935 and 541,284 
dnring the same peric^ of the present year. It 
may be, indeed, that the magnitude of the exports 
may have been actually the cause of the recent 
prohibitory proolamation ; as, of course, some pox- 
lioB of it must have been used for other than 
peaoefbl purposes. 

In the export trade the evidences of the returns 
are of an equally gratifying character — the total 
exports having increased in the enumerated articles 
frmn £7,123,193 to £7,532,648 on themcmth, and 
from j£d5,09d,824 to £35,725,362 on the five 
months— nutking, with the nnennmerated articles, 
this year, a tot^ export of £8,422,196 on the one 
imd £40,425,689 on the five months. 

With the exception of linseed, hampseed, and 
rapeseed oils, there has been no decrease of modi 
eonsequenee in any of the great articles of our local 
mannfiicture. 

The statistics of shipping tonnage are as 
fellows:— 



FoasxoR. 

Inwards 

Outwards 

OOASTINO. 



Month, 



1853. 

643,614 

666,416 



1854. 

716,904 

768,626 



FiveMonikt. 



1853. 



2,450,022 2,956,862 



2,804,652 



J854. 



3,205,521 



1,149,289 1,126,388 6y429,963 5,186,975 

OatwaidB 1,141,877 1.269,233 5y496^1 5,647,821 

These facts and figures, we repeat, are most 
gratifying. Indeed, when viewed m eomoeliou 
with the hostilities in which we are engaged, and 
in reference to the effects of former wars, tiiey can 
be regarded almost in no other light than aa a /oom- 
mercial miracle* 



GATESHBAD POOR LAW UNION. 
BoAJB3> .Book, TunnAT, Jitlt 11.— Present :— l^he 
Gbaiiman (Mr. Cornelius Qarbutt); and Messrs. 
Bobson mce-Ghaiiman), Biinton, HoOgaim, ft. C21ack, 
Qreene, W. Cbrk, and Thompson. 



The Cues (Mc J. W. BwmviUK^) read the 
minutes and the notices of maois^e. 

The number of inmates qow oocupyiiu; the woKk« 
house appear by the returns to be 160. Outdow 
relief had been administered to 2,153 paapers in the 
irst week, and 2.122 in theseoond^at atotaloostof 
i£258 4s. did. In the corresponding we^ el 1863. 
the numbers were 1,946 and 02C^ reaneotivaly. and 
the toiW cost ^6250 168. lOd. -^•'^ 

Cheques were now issued to the amow^t af 
;e322 17s. 6d. Of the arrears of call due at thelaat 
nieetinj( (wfaioh were gvren in the OftMrsir of tl^ Ist 
inst.), at waa j^)orted that fieworth had mom 
paid ikid whole amount, (namely. ^£80) ; WhAckhana 
had paid je37: Winiaton had ittid £^ ZQs. ; Ryton 
Woodnde, nil ; total, £179 lOs. The anwirs now 
remaining due sre therefickre c*^ 

BjrtonWoodslde i£89 18 W 

WinlatoB 91 14 7 

WhicUiam 290 9 

TWU £411 8 5 

The whole of these arrears were upon the second instal- 
ment ot the call, due on the 27th of May ; with thu 
exception of a small proportion of the arrears /rf 
Whickham, which were 4ipon the first instabAenjb 
due on the 29th of Api:tL 

It appeared that the balance due to the XTmon at 
the bank was £376 7s. 6d.; which theamouAtof 
cheques now wnied (£322 1,7s. 6d) would rednoe to 
£53108. 

The Glsbk said that the Treasurer had .to-day 
drawn his attention to the state of the acodunt, iw 
requested that it might be mentioned at the Board. 

The Ceaibmax raid this was aveiy bad state.to 
be in. 

A GuiinniAir replied that he did not thmk so, seeiqg 
that they could meet their demands, and yet havo.a 
balance in hand. 

The Cbjobuas said that some aooounts iHiioh 
ought to have been paid to-day had been purpose^ 
kept back in consequence of their financial poation; 
and, moreover, the Board would want monig^ behwe 
the next da^r of meeting. He also remazked that 
there was no call due : the mon^y unpiid wmsi/rt^wl 
wholly of arrears. 

Mr. B.. W. HoDQSOir inquued of the (Jleijc what 
had been done in pursuance of the resolution passed 
last board day. 

The GiiEBK reported that he had written ,to the 
overseers of the tour panshes in airear, and readvthe 
letters he had received in rep^- Heworth bad dis- 
chaiged the whole amount,(asalready stated). Byton 
Woodside replied that noticehad been given of a town- 
ship meeting to make the quarterly mte, and the 
arrears woiud be forthcoming as soon as possible. 
Whickham replied that the rate for the last quarter 
would not amount to the sum required by the Guar- 
dians, but a rate would be made next Mondair, whiah 
would be collected immediately ; and it wps unpad to 
pay ofi 4ic balance before next board day. The assis- 
tant overseer Vfss sorxy that„ha>ving been unwell, he 
had not been able to collect the anrearsof the last 
rate^ but he had collected what he could this week. 
CThis letter had beeareoeived by the Cieck about half 
an hour previous to his reading it) WinLaton replied 
that a rate had just been mw, foom which it was 
hoped the balance would be pcud before tbe next 
meetiiv of the.Boaid. 
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The Yioi CHAiBMAir said he had been connected 
with this Board manv yean, and he had never 
known Whickham and ninlaton otherwise than in 
airear. 

Mr. HoDOSoir said such a state of thing could not be 
too loudly condemned, and he should never rest till it 
was put an end to. These parishes ought to lay 
fufficient rates to meet the demands upon them. 

The Ohairxan : Has any gentleman any motion 
to make on the subject t U this state of afi&irs 
to soon? 

Mr. HoDOflON said every indulgence had been shown 
to these parishes — in fact, he thought, much more 
than ought to have been shown. He certainly was 
very unwilling to resort to extreme measures ; he did 
not like to throw fire ii^to these parishes by summon- 
ing the collectors ; but he feared the Board would not 
be doing right if it did not resort to some steps. After 
receiving these promises, he hoped that what had now 
been said would induce them to act, and not leave 
unfiilfilled the hopes they had raised in their letters 
of reply. 

The Chaiemaw : Perhaps you will put it in the 
form of a motion that the Clerk intimates to the 
churchwardens and overseers our reliance on their 
promises being fulfilled ? Not to the collectors. 

Mr. HonosoN : No, not to the collectors, but to the 
churchwardens and overseers. These gentlemen are 
liable for the arrears; and if the^ cannot get the 
money from the rates, they must find it themselves. 
Mr. H. then moved a resolution to the effect that if 
the amount of arrears be not paid before next board 
day, the Clerk should be instructed to summon the 
demulting churchwardens and overseers before the 
magistrates without further notice. 

Mr. Bbutton seconded the motion, expressing his 
hope that the amounts would be all paid up. — 
Carried. 

The Clebk reported that in accordance with the 
resolution adopted at the last meeting a petition to the 
House of Commons had been drawn up, and trans- 
mitted to Mr. Hutt for presentation, praying the 
house, in considering the bill before parliament, to 
curtail the unconstitutional powers of the Poor Law 
Board and shorten the period of its continuance. The 
Clerk added, that the bill had since passed the House 
of Commons and had nearly gone through the House 
of Lords. 

The Clebk reported, with reference to the insurance 
upon the workhouse, &c., that he had drawn the 
attention of the insurance office to the fact that the 
policy did not include any insurance on the new 
Duildings ; so that the circumstance of their being 
unacquainted with this might not prejudice or vitiate 
the existing policy. Some conversation took place on 
the rates of premium on the insurances effected by the 
Board; but no motion resulted. Mr. 8. further 
reported that in accordance with the requestor the 
Poor Law Board he had made two returns — one of the 
number of Guardians and paid officers of this union, 
and the other of the number of the several classes of 
paupers relieved in the union on the Ist inst., both as 
mr as related to outdoor paupers and those in the 
workhouse. He had also received from the Clerk of 
the Peace letters enclosing the amount of the county 
and police rates. 

A letter was next read from the Poor Law Board, 
in which they stated that they had been informed by 
Mr. Maynard^ the district auditor^ that at his audit 



for the half year ended Ladydav last, no bond wm 
produced to him on behalf of William Laws, assistant 
overseer of Ryton Woodside; that one of the sureties 
to the bond of Mr. George Wardell, assistant overseer 
of Whickham, was de^d ; and that the security of Mr. 
Pattison, relieving officer, was that of the Guarantee 
Society. The B<Mffd therefore inquired whether Mr. 
Laws had now given security to the Guardians for the 
fkithful peiiormance of his duties; whether Mr. 
Wardell had provided a new surety in the room of the 
one deceased ; and whether the security of Mr. Pat- 
tison was that of the British Guarantee Association, 
Waterloo-place, London. 

It appeared that the first two of these questions 
could only receive a negative reply ; whilst it was un- 
derstood that Mr. Pattison's bond would be inspected 
to ascertain the address of the society which appeared 
upon it. 

It was stated that Mr. Laws had been applied to, 
but he had not yet given the security : and the 
Chairman said he had himself spoken to Mr. Wardell 
the last time he was here, when he said he would 
provide the additional surety before the coming audit. 
That audit, however, had passed; and the Auditor 
had made this report to the Poor Law Board. 

It was a general feeling in the Board that all the 
bonds should at once be completed satisfactorily ; and 
the Clerk was ordered to see that this was done. 

The Clebk stated that another letter he had 
received from the Poor Law Board related to a matter 
of less consequence. He had thought it his duty to 
mi^e an inquiry of the Board with reference to the 
following lend point t—In an account delivered to 
him by Mr. 11. H. Wilson, one of the medical officers 
of the Union, for extra services during the quarter 
just ended, there was an item of £1 5s. lor reporting 
on ten cases of lunacy " not in an asylum, registered 
hospital, or licensed house." The claim was made 
onder the 66th section of the 16th and 17th Vict, 
cap. 97, (the Lunatic Asylums Act, 1853,) and the 
whole of the ten cases were paupers who, at the time 
of Mr. Wilson's visit and report, were resident and 
maintained in the union - workhouse. The 66th 
section authorized the payment of a fee of 2s. 6d. for 
each quarterly visit to each lunatic pauper not being 
in the workhouse, but was silent as to any remunera- 
tion when th^ visit and report were made in respect 
of any pauper resident in the workhouse. The Clerk 
had inquired whether the medical officer waa entitled 
to any fee in respect of these ten visits and reports ; 
and if so, to what amount t The Board's repW was 
that the medical officer could only claim a fee for 
reporting on the state of mind of a lunatic not being 
in the workhouse. Mr. Swinburne had therefore 
struck out the item. 

It was remarked by the several Guardians that 
these visits did not form any portion ot Mr. Wilson's 
contract :— therefore this decision was really imposiDg 
upon him extra duty for the same remuneration— a 
duty not contemplated when he undertook the office. 

The YiOB Chaibvan said Mr. Wilson certainly 
ought to be paid. 

The Chaibhan observed that a recent act of parlia- 
ment ordered these visits to be made quarterly^ to 
eveiy lunatic pauper in the union, so that a similar 
case to the present would occur four times in the year. 

Mr. Honasoir : I should say, as these duties were* 
not m Mr. Wilson's contract, he is entitied to recover 
the amount by law.. 



Digitized by 



Google 



61 



The conrenation ended by the Clerk heing ordered 
to write to the Poor Law Board pointing out the fact 
of these duties never havinx been contemplated in Mr. 
Wilson's contract. The charge was ordered to stand 
over, awaiting the Board's reply. 

The feeling of the Guardians who spoke was deci- 
dedly in &Your of recognizing the claim as a just and 
reasonable one. The Ohairxan said he believed Mr. 
Wilson was liable to a penalty of £2 it he did not 
make these visits ; yet tney were not allowed to pay 
him for so doing. 

A letter had been received from the Whitehaven 
Union inquiring if the provisions of the Nuisances 
Removal Act had been put into operation in this 
union ; and if so, what remuneration was allowed to 
medical and other officers for the additional duties ; 
also inquiring whether the Board purposed putting 
the act in operation if it had not already done so. 
The Whitehaven Board purposed to remunerate their 
officers for extra duties, but desired to learn the prac- 
tice in other unions. The Clerk was instructed to 
reply that it had been the custom of this union to 
employ an extra officer occasionally when required, 
ana he had been paid by the union — ^this course ren- 
dering extra payment to the regular officers unneces- 
sary. 

The Chaibmar observed that part of the union was 
under a Board of Health : — all the other portions 
were under this Board. 

Mr. R. Clark gave notice of his intention to brinff 
before the Board at tlie next meeting a subject which 
he regiurded as one of importance, and entitled^ to 
great consideration — namely, the propriety of having 
a building attached to every union house for the 
reception of lunatic paupers. He did not say that 
the charges for lunatic maintenance were large or 
exorbitant; but he thought there were charges which 
might be considered extitiordinary in their character. 
Such a proposal as he suggested only wanted a begin- 
ning, and it would not be long before it would be 
generally carried into effect. For instance, this Board 
might amalgamate with the Guardians for All 
Samts' ; and every union in England might have its 
own lunatic asylum, appointing proper officers to take 
care of the inmates. He should oring the subject 
before the Board at its next meeting. 

A letter was read from Mr. Brown, surgeon, of 
Winlaton, drawing the attention of the Board to his 
claim of jtll for medicine and attendance on cholera 
patients in September and October last It would 
appear by his letter that £5 had previously been 
<n»red to him in discharge of his claim. He men- 
tioned the names of two unappointed surgeons who 
had been paid in full, and stated that he conceived 
the Guardians were acting with nartialit;^ in making 
such an offer to himseu, and he oonsidered their 
treatment illiberal. 

The Yjob Chaibkav: Either this or a simikr 
letter has been here three or four times. 

Mr. BaufTozf : The daim was disposed of bv a 
committee appointed to o(Hisider these bills : ana to 
take up a thing twelve monthsafterwardswouldbefoUy. 

The letter was ordered to lie upon the table. 

One or two other matters of routine were disposed 
of; and the Board afterwards proceeded with the 
relief cases. 

• . 

The future destiny of the child is alwayi the work 
of the mother.— iVajw^^on. 



THE GATESHEAD TOWN-COUNCIL. 

TowKHALL, Thursday, Jitlt 13. — An adjourned 
meeting was held to-day, at which all the existing 
members of the Council werepresent,savefour (Messrs. 
Allhusen, Cook, Garbutt, and Gray). 

The TowK Clerk read a note from Mr. W. H. 
Brockett, in London, apprising him of the reception 
by Lord John Russell, on Wednesday, of a powerful 
deputation, comprising fifty members of parliament, 
pressing upon the Government the introduction of an 
arbitration clause into the Episcopal and Capitular 
Estates Management Bill. 

The Council proceeded to the election of an Alder- 
man in the place of Mr. Thomas Cummins. The 
votes were given as under : — 



For the Mapor, 9. 
The Mayor. 
Alderman Lister. 
Alderman Pearson. 
Ciouncillor Brinton. 
Oounoillor P. Haggle. 
OooDcillor Hewitt 
OouDcillor Hymers. 
Oounelllor lomi. 
Ck>imeiIlor Skelton. 



For Mr. ffodgton, 9. 
Alderman Hawks. 
Alderman Bobson. 
Alderman Smith. 
OouicUlar Orawshay. 
Oouncillor Hunter. 
Oouncillor Hodgson. 
Coandllor Patterson. 
GbuncUlor Ylckers. 
Conndllor Wilson. 



The numbers being equal, it devolved upon the Mayor 
to give the casting vote ; and he said he would not be 
doing justice to the friends who had so kindly voted 
for him if he did not decide in their favour by voting 
for himself. He gratefully thanked them for electing 
him, but must also express his r^[ret that a vacancy 
should have taken place. Mr. Cummins had been^ 
he believed, a member of that body from the com- 
mencement ; and he was sorry that any circnmstanoes 
should have occurred to deprive the public of hia 
services. He (the Mayor) could assure the Council 
that he would ao everything in his power properly to 
discharge his duties. 

The new Aldermaa having made the customary 
declaration, the Towh Clerk gave a verbal report 
from the Public Health Committee, assenting to the 
new plans lodged by Mr. Potts. 

Mr. Hewitt presented a memorial from manufac- 
turers, tradesmen, and other inhabitants of Gateshead, 
(signed by the leading firms and individuals of the 
borough,) on the subject of the NewcasUe thorough- 
toll, dbiargeable on cattle, goods, and merchanmse 
entering or leaving that town, and not belcn{;iiig to 
freemen^the amount being aoubled at the times of 
holding the Newcastie fain. The memorialists prayed 
that the Council would brin^ the matters unaer the 
consideration of the Corporation of Newcastie, with a 
view to some abatement of the evil. Mr. H. moved 
that the memorial be received, and that it be brought 
under the consideration of the Newcastie CounciL It 
was worded in the most respectful language; and 
certainly it indicated a most philosophical spirit m the 
memorialists that they could speak so calinl^ of the 
exaction, when it was considered that they emoyed na 
equivalent in return. Objectionable enough at any 
time, the toll was doubled on every article at the &m, 
lor tne space of two weeks. 

Mr. Aid. Skith seconded the motion, and suggested 
that tiie memorial should be presented by two mem- 
bers of the Council and the Town Clerk. He believed 
it would be fiivourably received by a mijorily of the 
Newcastie Council, who were wishful that something 
should be done. 

The notion, in th« toxm suggested by Mr. Smiths 



Digitized by 



Google 



62 



was adopted; and it was retoWed that Messn. Hewitt 
and Smith accompany the Town Clerk. 

Mr. Pattbbson said, the toll was, in reality, in 
many eaaea, more than double in the &ir weeks. So 
fiur as he and otiiers were concerned, they paid double, 
aU the year round, on almost everjrthing they used. 
The raw material, received by shipping, was tolled 
«n its admission to the borough, and the manufac- 
tured article was taxed again in going out ; and at 
hir times the toll was quadrupled. 

Mr. lid. Teabbok thought that this was not an 
improper time to draw attention to the toll on the 
Wmdmill Hills. The Council, while asking the Cor- 
pomtion ef ITewcastle to remove a grievance from 
&atesh«id, should I'eciprocate. It was too bad that 
the toll on the HiUs should be doubled on Newcastle 



pe^le. 
Thel 



lie Hatob said, the toll was certainly a nuisance. 

Mr. HoDCHBOH ooserved, that it was a toll with 
which the Oouftcil had nothing to do ; while, as to 
the thoKongh toll, it was an evu by which Newcastle 
«s well as Gftteshead suffered. 

Mr. Aid. Smith said, the Conncfl had attempted, 
OYer and over again, to get the evi!, alluded to by 
Mr. Aid. Pearson, abated. The gate ousht to be 
removed from the Hills altogether, and placed &r- 
^er away. 

The Matob, pursuant to notice, brought under 
«mrideration the state of the flagging in front of 
Mnlgrave-terrace. There was some difference of 
cphuon as to whether the responsibility of placmg it 
in proper order belonged to the public or to the 
owners of the houses. After some discussion, during 
which Mr. Hall read a report which he some time 
ago presented on this subject, it was unanimously 
vasolved that the whole matter, inchiding Melbourne 
and Victoria-streets, &c., shoud be referred to the 
Public Health Committee. 

Mr. Peteb HAOone inquired what was beii^ dona 
as to the sewerage of the eastern district ; and when 
it appeared that, alter receipt of the plans, nothing 
had Deen heard from the General Board of Health, it 
was resolved, on the motion of Mr. Aid. Hawks, that 
the Town Clerk be instructed to write and ask if any 
more information was required ; and if so, that the 
Board be urged to send down some engmeer to obtain 
it on the spot. Mr. Bsuitok said, if the cholera 
were agvdn to break out, the Board of Health would 
be the first to find &nlt widi the local authorities, 
Mr. Aid. SxiTH referred to the heavy cost of the 
diolera in Gateshead and Newcastle, brought upon 
the two towns by their own fault. Mr. Hswitv 
adted if it were certain that sanitary measures would 
prevent the cholera. Mr. P. Haqoib said he had no 
doubt that the epidemic was owing to overcrowding 
and filth. The Mayor said, the whole town should 
be properly sewered and dnuned, and the work should 
go on all at once. He would much rather piyfbr 
cleanliness and comfort than invite disease and pesti- 
lence by neglect. Mr. Aid. Bossoir agreed with the 
Mayor. They were now supporting the widows and 
orphuis of persons who died of the cholera, and the 
sooner the town was put in a proper state the better. 

Some routine buamess was transacted, and the 
mee^uig broke up. 

■ ■ ■ ^ 

The number of shilling visiton to the dyalal Palaee| 
which on Monday Ma 18|fiai, wTmsdiyaaDniited 
to 13,899. 



BOBOUGH OF GATESHBAD. 

NOTICE is hereby ^ven, that the Alderman of the 
West Ward of this Borough has appointed Mov- 
DAT, the 17th day of July inst., for the ELBCTIOSr 
of a COUNCILLOR for the said West Ward, to sro- 
ply the vacancy occasioned in the Office of Councillor for 
such Ward by the Death of the late William Douglas, 

And Notice is also hereby given, tiiat the said 
Alderman has appointed Wei>vbbdat, the 19th day of 
July instant, for the ELECTION of a COUNCILLOR 
for the West Ward aforesaid, in the room and place of 
David Haggle, Esq., who was elected an Aldemian on 
the 13th day of Jiuy mstant. 

Each Election will be held before the Alderman and 
Assessors of the West Ward, at the Poliob Oouav 
Rook in the Towfhall. The Voting will oommeBoe 
at Nine o'clock in the Forenoon, and will finally close 
at Four o'clock in the Afternoon of the same day. 
The Presiding Officer is authorised to Close the Pml 
at any time Mfore Four o'clock, if one hour shall have 
elapsed during which no vote shall liave been ten- 
dend for any Candidate. 

G. J. EBNMIR, Town Clerk. 

Town Hall, Gateshead, 14th July, 1864. 
— ' ■■ ♦ ,. I — - 

TO THE 

MUNICIPAL ELECTORS OF THE WEST WARD 

OF TEE BOBOUGH OF GATBSHBAD. 

GENTLEMEN, — A Vacancy having occurred in 
your Ward, I, at the request of a uuree number 
of the Burgesses, respectfully offer myselff as a Can- 
didate for your Suffirages, being thoroughhr liberal in 
my political opinions, whether as rejpuds CMl or 
Religious Liber^. Deeply interested in the aood and 
cheap government of tne borough, I shall, in the 
event of beine elected, practise the most rigid economy 
in the expenditure of the rates ; and though friend^ 
to all necessary improvements which have for their 
tendency the general advantage of the community, I 
shall resolute^ oppose any unnecessary outlay or 
attempiMl extravagance on the part of the Connal. 
I have the honour to be. 

Your very obedient servant, 

BRYAN JOHN PROCKTER. 
Gateshead, July 14, 1854. 

P.S.— The Election will take place at the Townhall, 
on Monday, the 17th instant, at 9 o'clock in the 
morning. 

TOTHB 

MUNICIPAL ELECTORS OF THE WBOT WARD 

OF THE BOEOUOH OF GATBSHBAD. 

GENTLEMEN,— Recent events haifing fendoml 
it naeenaiy to elect two Repiesentativte for 
your Ward in the Town Coancaof the Borough, I am 
induced, at the request of a nnmber of nsosotable 
Electon, to eiier myseif as a Candidate for the 
Yacan^ occasioned by the Election of the Magror, 




zealously to forwaxd all measures oaleolated to l 
mote the general welfore of the eommnnil^, whilst, at 
the same time, I shall exercise a vigilant watcbml- 
ness over the publio expenditure, with a view, 
espedaUv, of Ugfatenhig the Local Rates. 
I have the honour to be. Gentle men, 

Yonr most onedient fler^ant^ 

JOHN WOOLSTON. 
39, High-«tieet, Gateshead, July 14, 1864. 
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THE GAT£8H£AD DISPENSARY. 

On Wednesday, July 19, a special meeting of ihe 
subscribers to the .Building-Fund and of the governors 
of the Gateshead Dispensary, was held at the Town- 
hall, '' to decide what loas to be done relative to pro- 
curing a building for the charity, and to doit" There 
was a most influential meeting, comprising the Mayor 
(David Haggie, Esq.^. Rector (Dr. Davies), Lord of the 
Manor (Cuthbert Muson, Esq.), and several of the 
Magistrates, Aldermen, and Councillors of Qateshead. 

Tne RxcToa moved that the chair be taken by the 
Worshipful the Mayor. Seconded by John Ba&bas, 
Esq., J. P., and unanimously carried. 

The Mayor having briefly called attention to the 
benevolent object of the meeting, 

The Secbetabt (Willi ax Eell, Esq.) made a verbal 
report, in which mention was made of the munificence 
of the Lord of the Manor, the courtesy of the Bishop, 
and the strange neglect of the Auditor of the See, 
which had deprived the charity of a site. Mr. Kell 
read a letter m>m the Treasurer of the Building Fund 
(John Greene, Esq.), absent from home, reporting, on 
behalf of the Site Committee, that Mr. Swinburne's 
residence in West-street was on sale, and he thought 
it would be an eligible purchase. The buildinfif fmid 
amounted to more than one-half the price, and he was 
confident the remainder would readily be subscribed^ 
especially taking into account the liberal assistance 
which would be rendered by the working population 
employed in the various manu&ctories of the borough. 
The Secretary said, the whole property alluded to by 
Mr. Greene could be had for £1,500. 

Mr. KixpsTEB, Treasurer of the Dispensary, to show 
how warm a feeling there was in favour of the charity, 
stated that, by very little personal exertion, he had 
obtained, since his appointment, an addition of more 
than £37 to the annual income. 

William Htxvbs, Esq. , J. P., a member of the Site 
Committee, reported the proceedings of himself and 
colleagues ; named the various sites which they had 
inspected ; and, having some doubt whether the build- 
ing fund could be applied to the purchase of existing 
property, suggested the propriety of erecting a Dis- 
pensary on a site in Nelson-street. 

Mr. F. P. losN was in fiivour of the suggestion 
thrown out by the Secretary and Treasurer of the 
Building Committee, and moved the following resolu- 
tion : — " That, in the opinion of this meeting, it is 
desirable to procure Mr. Swinburne's house in West- 
street for the purpose of a Dispensary, and to purchase 
it for that pun)OBe at the price of £1,600." ' 

Mr. Jaxxb CiiSPHAir seconded the motion. Mr. 
Swinburne's house was remarkably well-situated : if 
they were to build, they ^ould hardly escape at a less 
cost; and, in making the proposed purchase, they 
would have as good and good-iooking a building as 
they could hop0 to attain by a special erection. (Mr. 
Elbson: Better.) 

The motion was unanimously adopted ; with an ad- 
dition combining the Building and Dispensary Com- 
mittees in one for the carrying out of the object of the 

Mr. Ellison then said, he was happy to think the 
meeting had come to so desirable a resolution. He 
had no doubt that the purchase money would be 
raised ; and^ if necessary, he would cheerfuDy add to his 
own subscription (£300). That subscription was not 
yet paid, but might be had at any time : and as^ he 
saw, some of the other subscribers had been bemre- 



hand with him by two years, he would pay two years' 
interest on the amount. (Applause.) It was now, 
he continued, fiftv years smce he fiurst became con- 
nected with Gateshead by property. He had not, be- 
fore, enjoyed a public opportunity of celebrating the 
anniversary, but would now do so. in part, by miudng 
a donation of £50 to this excellent charity. (Ap- 
plause.) He would also, if he might be aUowed to 
aigress from the object of the meeting, make another 
proposal. He held the flags of the old Gateshead Vo- 
lunteers — a corps to which ne owed his first connection 
with the borough of Gateshead ; and these flags he 
would be happy to present to the Corporation at some 
convenienj; opportunity. (Applause.) He was now 
about to repair to Harrogate. At any time which the 
Mayor mignt name on his return, he could have the 
pleasure of waiting on the Corporation, and presenting 
the flags. (Applause.) 

The Rectos moved a vote of thanks to Mr. Ellison, 
and alluded to his cheerful and continual support of 
every good work in Gateshead. 

Mr. Joseph Eimpstek seconded the motion. (Car- 
ried by acclamation.) 

Mr. Ellison returned thanks, and took a grateful 
retrospect of his long connection with the borough. 
He congratulated the inhabitants on the great im- 
provements which had taken place during the last 
naif-century, and said it was a source of much satis- 
faction to himself that he had had some share in pro- 
moting them. He would refer, particularly, to the 
enclosure of the Fell, by which a wilderness had been 
converted into a garden, and to the new road along 
the vale of Ravensworth. 

Thanks were voted to the Secretary (the founder of 
the building fund), and to the Mayor (who put down 
his firm for ten guineas) ; and the very grati^ing pro- 
ceedings of the meeting came to a close. 

Already, however, before the assembly dispersed, 
there was a new movement on foot :— namely, to have 
a public dinner on the presentation of the colours. 
^ — ^ , 

West Wasd of Gatbshead.— The vacancv in the 
Council, created by the death of Mr. WUliam Douglas, 
was supplied on July 17, by the unopposed return of . 
Mr. Brvan John Prockter to represent Uie burgesseflr; 
of the West Ward. The second vacancy, arising from 
the appointment df the Mayor to the office of Alder- 
man, led to a contest in many of its features amusing, 
and in some of them fieir from du^nified. Mr. Jolm 
Woolston was the first to offer himself: and then 
followed Mr. William Dingwall. Handbills were also 
issued announcing Mr. Thomas Tucker and Mr. 
Thomas Young (tne latter best known as Tom the 
Barber). But there were only two real candidates — 
Mr. Woolston and Mr. Dingwall. The poll took 
place on July 19th, in the TownhaU, before Mr. 
Alderman Lister and Messrs Richard Tounff and 
James Snowball (Assessors) — the contest closing at 
1 o'clock, when the numbers were : — 

Mr. John Woolston 127 

Mr. WiUiam DingwaU 42 

Majority 86 

The Lord of thb Manos of Gateshead. — ^Amone 
other munificent gifts of Guthbert Ellison^ Bsq., in aid 
of the charitable institutions of this parish, we have to 
record thaty in the course of the present week, he inti- 
mated to the Rector his desire to take upon himself the 
whole expenseof buildlngthe proposed school in connec- 
tion with St. Guthbert's church, amounting to the sum 
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mited to tlw Beetor his deein to take iipon himaelf the 
wholeezpenaeof building the proposed school inoonneo- 
tion with St. Guthbert's church, amounting to the sum 
of jC^X). I'hns a commodious school house will be 
erected ht the edncation and religions instruction of 
the chUdren of the working classes of the western nart 
of this parish ; and the money already subs<mbea by 
other pttrties, somewhat exceedin^r £200, will be 
ai^propriated to the Yerv desirable object of building a 
master's house. It will be in the recollection of many 
of the inhabitants of this parish, that, a few years ago, 
the first stone of St. Guthbert's church was laid by Mr. 
Ellison, assisted bv his late amiable and much- 
attached daughter, Lady Yemen : and we understand 
that it is in commemoration of that event, as well as 
in gratiM recollection of this being the fiftieth year 
since his comii^ into actual possession of his property 
in the parish of Gateshaid, that he has placed at the 
dispossl of the Rector the above noble gift for the erec- 
ikfa of another school. Such acts of rare generosity 
deserve to be recorded, and will, we doubt not, be 
kept in giatefiil memory throughout future genera- 
tions. 

DrnmsioH of Footpath. — Kr. R. S. Newall, of 
Femdene, Gateshead, having expressed to the Goundl, 
in their capacity of Surveyors of Highways, his 
wish to divert a footpath near the Team, his 
application was referred to the Ghurchwardens, that 
they might take the sense oi the inhabitants under 
the statute of William the Fourth. With this view, 
the three Ghuichwardens, Messrs. G. J. Pearson, 
Jonathan Bobson, and Philip Smith, (Mr. F. J. 
Grow, the fourth, being dead,) convened a vestry 
meeting for Thursday, the 20th mst Mr. GoundUor 
lonn— who, since the meeting was convened, had been 
appointed Rector's Ghurchwirden — ^was caUed to the 
cnair. Mr. Pearse, Vestry Glerk, read the Town 
Glerk's letter and Ghurchwudens' notice ; and Mr. J. 
W. Swinburne, on behalf ot Mr. Newall, submitted a 
plan on which was laid down the present and proposed 
road— the former running through a field close to the 
Team rivulet, on the 8i<to futhest from Mr. Newall's 
wiie-rope works— the latter intersecting the same 
enclosure, at a mater distance fi^m the stream, and 
being slightly worter than the existing pathway. 
Mr. Newall's olject is, we believe, that he may erect 
works for the manufacture of wire by the side of the 
Team, opposite to his present establishment. The 
meeting unanimously assented to his proposaL It 
will stOl be necessary, however, that two Justices 
should make a view, and that the Gourt of Quarter 
Sessions shall assent to the diversion. 
» 

MRS. HERBERT'S SGHOOL wUl be siOpiam> 
on Mo2n>AT. July 24. 
2, Woodbine-place, Qateshead. 

♦ ■ 

MISS BENNETT'S SGHOOL will be Bi5pmri]> on 
TuisDAT, the 25th inst 
Romulus-terrace, Gateshead, July, 1864. 

^ » 

BOROUQH OF GATESHEAD. 

i on the Seventeenth 
rJOHNPROGKTBR, 
rer, was declared duly 
elected a Gonncillor for the West Ward of the said 
Borough, to supply the vacancy occasioned in the 




Office of Goimeillor for the said Ward by the Death 
of the late William Douglaa. 

And that, on the Nineteenth day of July instant, 
JOHN W00L8T0N, of High-street, Qiocer. was 
declared duly elected a Gouncillor for the said West 
Ward, in the room and place of David Hagne, Esouire, 
i^o was elected an Alderman of the saidBorougn. 

Dated this Nmeteenth day of July, 1864. 

Q. }. KENMlK Town Glerk. 

TO THS 

MUNICIPAL ELECTORS OP THE WEST WARD 

OF THE BOBOUGH OF GATBSHEAD. 

GENTLEMEN, — Tou were kind enough to elect 
me one of vour Representatives in the Town 
Council on the 17th inst. for which please to accept 
my warmest thanks, and be assured I shidl endeavour 
to deserve the cuimdence you have so generously 
reposed in me. 

I am. Gentlemen, 

Tour most obedient servant, 

BRYAN JOHN PROCKTER. 
Gateshead, July 18, 1864. 



TOTHB 

MUNICIPAL ELECTORS OF THE WEST WARD 

OF THE BOBOUGH OF GATBBHEAD. 

GENTLEMEN,— Allow me to return you my most 
sincere thuiks for the honour you have done 
me in electing me one of your Representatives in the 
Town Goundl. The very general confidence evinced 
hj the result of the poll, combined with so many 
kmd expressions of your approbation during my can- 
vas, am>rd me the deepest gratification, and will 
stimulate me to a foitUiil discharge of my public 
duties. 

I am, Gentlemen, 

Tour very obedient Servant, 

JOHN WOOLSTON. 
39, High-street, Gateshead, July 19, 1864. 



TO THE EDUOB OF THE GATESHEAD OBSEBYEK. 

Sib,— There were one or two features in the proceed- 
ings of the Gateshead Council, on the 13th July, ci a 
gratifdng character. 

1. The Mayor brought under the consideration of 
his colleagues the state of the flagg^ in iront of 
Mulffiave-terrace, with a view to its amendment :--a 
much-needed improvement. As for the difierenoe of 
opinion on the ouestion of liability, there should have 
been none, the law being so pliun. It is not enou^ 
that private individual flag their finrnts or pave 
their streets : — they must invite the authorities to 
inn)ect the work ; and, until it has been approved 
ana adopted by the public^ its maintenance and 
reparation cannot become a chaige on the rates. The 
Board of Health should instruct we Surv^or to report 
aU the footpaths and roads that require to be repaired 
or made bv a private improvement rate, and have the 
whole worE done at onoe. 

2. The Mayor urged the Board to set about the 
sewerage and drainage of the town wholesale. And 
why not ? As the cost must be borne bv a district 
rate, there can be no need for postponing the work in 
the West until it is done in the East It is to be 
rwetted that the Eastern sewerage should have been 
so long delayed, through the rqecuon of the Sorveyor'a 
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Tli6 candidAtoi who hava oome before the West 
Waid buigeeBes hATe all choruflaed *' economy" aa 
Iheir motto. A rmy good *^ ay," but I see not the 
justice with whidi it b raised. It seems to me— «nd 
the Mityor and his brother are evidently of the same 
opinion-^hat the Comicil reqnire the spur more than 
the bit ; and I doabt whether the buigesses think any 
better of candidates who, instead of pleading the claims 
of the people to purer and more comfortable homes, 
base their pretensions to the support ot the ratepayers 
mainly on their savinj^ Tirtues. One of them uiges 
''the necessity of diseontinuiop^ the discreditaUe 
practioe of pay mg enormous salaries to persons as use- 
less as they are unnecessary." Who are these ^*pei^ 
sonsf The salaried municipal offitters are the town- 
derk, surTeyor, treasurer, and police-superintendent. 
Some of these servaots, the burgesses have been told, 
are '' useless" and ** unnecessary," and have " enor- 
mous salaries." If so, they should be dismissed ; and 
the Council also, tor creating and continuing sinecures, 
should be sent to the riichtabout. But, until the 
** persons" are named, I shall take leave to reicard the 
charge as a piece of claptrap — a mere bait for the 
vote of A BiTBOBSS. 

Gateshead, July 17, 1864. 

GATESHEAD POOR LAW UNION. 

BoABD Rook, Jult 25«— Present :— The Chairman 
(Mr. Garbutt), Vice-chairman (Mr. Aid. Bobson), and 
Messrs. Joseph Anderson, William Cook, James Smith, 
(George Brinton, B. W. Hodgson, William Clark, 
Bob^ Clark, and J. B. Makepeace. 

Tne Clbbk (Mr. J. W. Swinburne) read the minutes; 
also^ the financial statement. With the exception ot 
Whickham, due ;£190, all the parishes hadpaid up 
their calls ; and Byton had paid ;£20, and Winlaton 
£S4t 12s. 6d., ot the call due July 29. Gateshead, 
lUso, the Clerk believed, had that morning made a 
payment in advance (£100). The Treasurer had 
£364 2b. 2d. in hand. The cheques to be issued 
amounted to £329 9s. 3d. Surplus, £39 128. lid. 

There was some conversation as to what should be 
done with Whickham ; which ended in an instruc- 
tion to the Clerk^oved by the Yiob-Chaibmah and 
seconded by Mr. Hodgson, to apply on Tuesday week 
lor a summons iu;ainst the Overseers for whatever sum 
might then be due, unless the £190 should in the 
meantime be paid. 

The Olbrk read a memorandum inserted in the 
Visitors' Book by Inspector Hurst, reportingfi&vonrably 
of the workhouse, but making some suggestions for 
the correction of overcrowding in the juv^iile depart- 
ment. He also remarked that it was impossible the 
clothing account could be kept with accuracy while 
inmates were allowed to wear tne garments of deceased 
paupers. 

Some of the (Guardians were curious to know what 
the Inspector would do with the garments ; and it was 
stated tnat he was supposed to be in &vour of giving 
them to deserving outdoor paupers. Mr. W. Clask 
thought he was one of those economists who would 
save at the tap and lose at the bunghole. (A laugh.) 

Some routine business, as to the securities of union 
officers, having been disposed of, the Clerk read a 
letter from the medical omcerof the northern (or town) 
district of Gateshead : — 

Gateshead, July 25, 1854. 

Dbak StB, — I have reoeiyed from Mr. Swinburne a cheque 
for £B 12b. 6d. in disdiarge of my account The law, it 



, which imposes upon me the dolgr of periodioally re- 
porting upon the state of the lunatio inmates of ihe woA- 
house, makes no provision for remuneration ; and henoe my 
fee 18 not incladed in ttiis cheque. As I have twice before 
received this fee, now decUred to be illegal, ong^t I not to 
retam it f I think so, and am quite willing that the amount 
should be deducted. At the same time, as the law throws 
upon me duties not contemplated in my oouteaet, it appears 
to me that I should, in some wajor oUier, be recompensed 
for their performance. But this is a matter which I 
leave altogether with the Board. 

I remain, dear Sir, your obedient Serrant, 

The Chairman of the Board. B. H. Wilson. 

The Guardians did not think it necessary that Mr. 
Wilson should be called upon to return any payments 
which had been allowed ; nor, on the other hand, 
did they see how they could at present remedy 
the injustice pointed out in his note: but Mr. B. 
Clabk observed that this matter could be put right 
at the next letting of the contracts, and the Chair- 
XAN concurred. 

The Clehk read a letter from Messrs. Kell & 
Apedaile, solicitors, as follows : — 

40, High-street, Gateshead, July 19, 1854. 

Dbab Sib,— Mr. Bichard OounseUor has placed in our 
hands his aooount against the Guardians of the Gateshead 
Union for medldnee and serrioes during the visitation of 
cholera in September and October last, with instmetions to 
apply for payment of the balance of £158 Os. Sd. due to him; 
and yon will oblige ns by laying this applioatiou before the 
Guardians at thebr next meeting. 

We renuUn, dear Sir, years faithftilly. 

J. W. Swinburne, Esq. Kbll & APEDAnjs. 

This letter led to a brief amversation. Mr. W. 
(}labk stated, in answer to inquiries, that the 
Heworth Guardians had dedded in favour of a pay- 
ment of £100« which they considered amply 
sufficient : — Mr. Counsellor had been called upon to 
famish particulars, but did not comply^ying that 
it was impossible ne could do so. Tne YiOB-ChAiBr 
XAF said, he thought Mr. Counsellor had been very 
well paid already. After some discussion as to the 
course to be pursued, it was resolved, on the motion 
of Mr. HoDOBON, that a call be made mr particulars. 

Mr. R. Cla&k, to aftord the Guardians more time for 
consideration deferred the motion of which he had 
given notice, having for its object the attainment of 
powers to erect a lunatic ward in oonnection with 
the workhouse, by means of petitions to parliament 
from Boards of Guardians. 

The Board presented to the relief of the poor. 

THE GATESHEAD TOWN-COUNCIL. 
MATOB. fBrinton, George Hymers, J. A. 

fHaggle, David fClook, TTiUiam flonn, F. P. 

ALDERMEN. fOrawshay, E. Patterson, G. 

fHawks, Geoige Garbutt, 0. fProekter. J. B. 

lister, John fGray, Alex. Geo. Skelton, John 

Pearson, 0. J. Hai«ie. Peter Yickers, John 

tBobeon, Joseph fHewitt, James Wilson, James 
fSmith, James fUodgson, R. W. fWoolston, John 
coimciLLOBS Hunter, George 

Allhusen, Chris. iir Those marked (f) were present 
TowiTHALL, WBDirBSDAY, AuGusv 2. — A quarterly 
meeting was held to-day. The Town Clbbk reported 
the election of Mr. Prockter and Mr. Woolston, and 
it was resolved that each of them be placed on three 
committees. 

Mr. Aid. Skith presented a report from the Finance 
Committee. The Treasurer was in advance on the 
Borough Fund account to the extent of £56 4s. 7d., 
and the accounts to be paid amounted to £41 18s. 
The balance oi a watch rate, amounting to about £130, 
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me«tiaff Hums He would tike his leave of them, 
eemeet^r pnjing that the many blffwringi which they 
e^joyedy to some of whioh he had alludedy ml|^t long 
remain to them. Hie oareer of ambition waa now 
done. Hia only renaaining can was to keep the flame 
fiom wasting whioh still continued to bum. In his 
retirement his heart would be always with them ; 
and, duimg the short remainder of his davs, 
his ambition would be to assist, as &r as lay in his 
power, in whatever works of usenilness were going on 
amon^rt them, and to be remembered with respect 
when ne was gone. (Applause.) Mr. Ellison, at the 
dose of his soeech, placed on the table a written 
address, embodying his sentiments :*- 

Xr. Ma70B» — It b with much gratiflcfttioii I visit the 
llsyor snd Town-Ooiincil of Gateshead to eury out the 
olfer I recently made on ft pnblie occasion in this haUL The 
colours of the regiment of Gateshead Volunteer Infantry 
have remained in my poflsession as the commanding officer 
of the corps since it was disbanded after the General Peace 
of 1814. Doriag the long interval that has since elapsed, 
the population and commereial importance of your horoogh 
have^ I am glad to si^, largely increased. Evidences are 
readily Hoond which strik^i^ testify the progress oi the 
ccontey at large, as weU as the borongh of Gateshead, 
daring that period. The rallwsys which intersect this town 
and depart nom its northern boundary by the High Level 
Bridge — the enfrancfaisement of the town as a parliamen- 
tary boroogh and the instltatlon of its municipal govern- 
ment — are common but i^ipoBlte instances of the changes 
and beneflts which, in a good community, a continaance of 
peace confers. Allow me to hope that, with the blessings 
peace has happily brought to us all, there is the same 
amount of loyalty to the throne and readiness to stand by 
the institutions of our country which animated the regiment 
of Gateshead Vduntews, whose officer I was, and whose 
cohmrs I now commit to the good keeping of the Mayor and 
Corporation of Gateshead. 

The Matob read the following reply :— 

Sib,— I sincerely thank you for the kind gift of the coloars 
of the regiment of Gateshead Volunteers which you have 
made to the Corporation of Gateshead. The cdoura have 
an increased value at this peculiar juncture, and are 
agreeable and honourable memorials of the loyalty of our 
leUow-townsmen of a generation now passing away. 

Lamenting as I do that the pro g r ess of social improve- 
ment and mercantile enterprise should for a time in some 
measure be retarded by the ambition of a Prince powerftil 
liar good or lor evil, I cannot help congratulating the 
borough of Gatrahead that the opportunity gave occasion to 
show that the right spirit stiU animated its inhabitants. 

It is true that the Gateshead Volunteers have not been 
organised again ; but the readiness with which the town 
recently supplied more than its ftdl quota of " good men 
and true" for the new Militia, flilly establishes the eUUm of 
the borough to participate in the old reputation of the 
Gateshead Volunteers. 

On the put of the Corporation and myself, I have to 
thank you for the compliment which your selection of this 
corporate body Ibr the custodier of the colours implies. Be 
aisured. Sir, that the selection shall be fhlly justified, and 
their carelhl preservation by the Corporation will show 
their correct appreciation of your compliment 

Sincerely hoping that the encouraging progress of the 
borough to which you have kindly adverted may continue, 
I do believe that if a fhture emergency rendered the 
embodiment of the Volunteers again neoesaary, the present 
and rislDg generation will not disgrace its predeceBBors. I 
thank you most heartily for the honour you have this day 
confexred on the Corporation. 

Mr. Aid. Smith moved :-*<< That Mr. Ellison's 
address and Mr. Mayor's renly be entered on the 
minutes of the Gonnctl, and that this Conncil highly 
esteems the hononr comeired on the Mayor and Cor- 
poration by the presentation, and sincerely and frankly 



joins in the semtiments uttered by Mr, Mayor on behal^ 
oftheCkMrpoiation." 

Mr. HoDCMKUi second the motion, and it wu canied 
by aodamation. 

The Matob tlien, in the name of the Oonneil. 
thanked the ladles and gentlemen who had honoured 
the occasion with their presenoe; and with three 
cheers for Mr. Ellison, the proceedings dosed. 

Mr. Bllison. in leaving the room, met Mr. Bobert 
Lister and other old companions in arms, wliJi whom 
he cordially shook hands. 

Gatsshbad Dxbpevsabt. — On August 8, a meeting 
was held of the Building Committee, as enlarged at 
the late general meetmg, (Mr. Aid. Bobson m the 
chair^. A letter having been read from Mr. J. W» 
Swinburne, acceding to the propoeal of the ^yemors, 
it was resolved, on the motion of Mr. William Cook, 
seconded by Mr. John Tickers, that the residence of 
that gentleman be purchased, with possession in 
February next ; and that, in the meantime, measures 
be taken for the oolleotion of the subscriptions not yet 
paid, and for the extension of the building fimd to the 
needfiil proportions. It was arranged that a second 
meeting should be held on Monday next, to prepare 
for a canvass* 

Mm. Douglas, widow oi the late postmaster of 
Gateshead, in whose behalf so generous an effort was 
made by gentlemen of all parties, has, in conse- 

Eie« received the appointment of postmistress, there 
ample assurance that the duties of the office 
[ be efficiently discharged. 
♦ ■ ■ 

GATESHEAD POOR LAW UNION. 

BoA&D Boon, Tuesday. AnousT 8.— Present :— Mr. 
Alderman Bobson, ¥.(;.« (in the chair,) H. G. 
Liddell, Esq., M.P., G. H. Bamsay, £%., J.P., 
George Hawis, Esq., J.P., and Messrs. Co<^ Make- 
peace, Anderson, Smith, Hodgson, dark (William), 
Brinton, and Greene. 

The Clkbk read : — 1. A letter from Mr. Bobert 
Olark, who, being unable to attend, agwn deferred 
his motion respecting a lunatic ward.— 2. A letter 
from the Poor Law Board, endosing a letter from the 
Treasurer, Mr. Walker, reporting that, on a day 
named, the balance in hand was but £63 8b. 9d.— ^. 
A letter from Mr. Oounsellor's solicitors, enclosing a 
bill of particulars, as requested.— 4. A letter from Mr. 
John Usher, applying for an increase of sakry a§ 
collector of rates and assistant overseer. Since his 
appointment, he said, the Small Tenements Bating 
Act had come into operation, and increased his duties. 
In the quarter endmg September, 1860, there were 
but 1554 entries in tne rate-book. In the quarter 
ending June, 1851, the number was 2344; and in 
the present quarter, 3523 ; while, during the same 
pmod, the rateable value of the property in Gates- 
head had increased from £40,000 to £55,000. He 
hoped, therefore, that the Guardians womd recom- 
mend to the Poor Iaw Board an increase of salfuy.— 
5. A letter from Mr. Counsellor as follows : — 

Dempstenrille, Felling, Angnst 8, 1854. 

Dki& 8», — I am venr sony to inform you that I was 
called at 10 p.m. last night to a case of cholera in the Bar- 
racks at Felling, and also, at the same time, to a case of 
choleraic diarrhoea in the Bailway-row, (two of the places 
in which the disease last year was so teiTiflc) ; and I have 
to beg of yon to lay this before the Board, m order that 
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^ GAVMnAD Du^mraAHT.-^The Cknmnittee met on 
Tuesday. Aug. l» (John Potts, Esq., in the chair^) 
when, tne nraal bonness having been transacted, it 
was resolved that the Secretaiy be reonested to con- 
vene a meeting of the Dispensai^r and Building Oom- 
mittees ibr Toesday nezt^ to consider the steps proper 
to be taken to complete tne Building Fund. 

m 

THE GATB8HBAD TOWN-COUNCIL. 

IIATOB. 

fHaggie, Dayid 

ALDBaMBN. 

f Hawks, Geozge 
fliister, John 
fPearBon, G. J. 
f Bobson, Joseph 
fSmith, James 

COUMCILLOBS 

fAlDmsen, Chris. 



kf Hymers, J. 
'tlonn, F. P. 



Patterson, G. 

■fProckter, J. B. 

Skelton, John 

Vickers, John 

fWilBon, James 

fWoolston, John 



fBrinton, George 
Oook, William 
fOrawshay, B. 
Gsrbutt, 0. 
Grsy, Alex. Geo. 
Hsflsie, Peter 
fHewitt, James 
fHodgson, B. W. 
Hunter, George 

iir Those marked (f) were present 
THE GATE8HBAD YOLUIITEBBS. 
TowvHALL, Thubsdat, Auoust 10. — A special 
meeting was held this day, at noon, '^on occasion 
of the presentation of the regimental colours of the old 
Gateshead Volunteers, by Cuthbert Ellison. Esq., to 
the Mayor and Corporation of Gatesheaa." The 
Bcnough Magistrates were present, and several other 

Sjntlemen, including Joseph Hawks, Esq., J.P., 
ewcastle ; also a few ladies. The veteran relics of the 
regiment, occupying very small compass, had likewise 
assembled. Supermtendent Schorey brought in the 
odours— one of tnem bearing the arms of Mr. Ellison, 
with the motto — **M(mstrat amor tferus patriai" 
Mr. Ellison then entered the council-chamber leaning 
on the arm of the Mayor (David Haggie, Esq.]) 

The Towv Cubbk read the notice convening the 
meeting, and also a letter from the Rector (Dr. Davies), 
written from Tunbridge Wells, and expressing his 
rmet that he could not be present at the ceremony. 

Mr. Ellisof rose, and, addressing the Mayor, said, 
it was his first duty to thank His Worship for his 
kindness and courtesy in convening the present meet- 
ins;, and his next, gratefully to acknowledge the com- 
plmient paid to hun by the presence of so goodly a com- 
pany of ladies and gentlemen on this very interesting 
occasion. It had lone; been his desire to place in the 
hands of the municipal body of Gateshead the colours 
of the gallant Gatesnead Volunteers ; but his visits to 
the borough were, unfortunately, few and fiir between, 
and, on former occasions^ other engagements had 
intearfered to prevent him nom carrying out his inten- 
tion. He had now. however, sought and lound an 
opportunity of fhlfilfing his wish ; the colours were 
before them ; and those colours, which had been in 
his hands for half a century,'* he now formaUy pre- 
sented to the Mayor and Council, to be held in trust 
for the Corporation of Gateshead. (Applause.) He 

* The Gateshead Volunteers, commanded by Cuthbert 
Ellison, of Hebbnm, Esq., reoeiyed their oolonrs on Wed- 
nesday, November 16, 1803. About half-past twelre o'clock, 
they arrived on the gronnd, (the Long Field, on the east 
Bide of the boroiighj which was preyionsly kept by the 
Newcastle Yolunteerfi, and formed into line opposite to a 
stand which had been erected for the accommodation of 
the ladies. As soon as Mrs. Ellison, of Park House, mother 
of the Oolonel, who presented the colours, had taken her 
station, supported on the right by the Bight Honourable the 
Earl of Strathmore, and on the left by John Garr, Esq., aha 
was reeeired with a general salute. The ceremony then 
commenced by the regiment going through the manual 
exercise ; after which three sides of a square were formed 
by the conw, the stand in fh)nt forming the fourth. Hrs. 



could assure the oompttny he did not part ftma thoii 
without mingled feelings of pride, of pleasure, and of 
pain« Gf ^nde, because he could never finget that 
ere lus minority was completed he was selected by 
this place to command a corps of Volunteers raised in 
an hour of imminent peril for the defence of a country 
and a constitution valued by the inhaMtants to its 
sacred liberties and respected to its just and mild 
laws. Long might they survive I to th^ oontributed 
as much to the moral strength of the lana, as its hardy 
poDulation to its military power I (Applause.) And 
if ne looked back with prme and pleasure to ms oon- 
nection with the Gateshead Volunteers, they must all 
know why those feelings were also min^^ with pain. 
Of the many who once rallied round the cdoun from 
which he was now parting, 4dw now remamed. He 
believed that, with the exception of himself and his 
friend near him (Mr. Barras). none of the commis- 
sioned officers survived. Ail but themselves were 
gone. It was impossible that he oould say how many 
of the rank and file, or of the inferior grades of officers^ 
vet existed ; but tne total number, he wdl remem- 
bered, was 604 ; and he very mucn doubted if they 
could now turn out a sergeant's guard. I( again, he 
called to mind the number of distinguished men who 
witnessed the presentation of the colours to the regi- 
ment, he could not remember one ol the whole 
company that was now in life, save their respected 
friend and venerable neighbour. Lord Bavensworth. 
Turning from these painnd reflections, let them now 
dwell ror a while on sources of gratification. What 
a wonderful change had come over them as a commu- 
nity since those colours were first placed in his hands 1 
Would anybody then have believed it possible ? What 
effect would it have had ongentlemen then living, if 
it had been predicted ? What would Dr. Hea^lam 
have said— or Mr. Hawks, grandfiither of thepresent 
Alderman Hawks — or Mr. Barras— or Mr. Harvey f 
If, for example, they had been told that within the 
next forty or fifty years, Newcastle and Gateshead 
would be connected by a High Level Bridge such as 
now existed within a few ymia of them — that this 
borough would have a Mayor and Corporation— tiiat 
the burgesses would return their own Member to Par- 
liament--that within the space of eight hours they 
could transport themselves from the iMmks of til^e Tyne 
to the bankis of the Thamea— nay, more I that if the 
Mayor of Gateshead wished to put a question to the 
Lord Mayor of London, he oould have an answer in 
ten minutes !— if such things had been predicted, half 
a century ago, what would have been the comment to 
be seen on the grave countenances of the ffentlemen 
addressed ! He would now conclude. I^ was not 
accustomed to make public addresses, and, moreover, 
waslabouringunder indisposition, which he had feared, 
at one time, would prevent him from the pleasure of 
Ellison then stepped forward, and, after making some appro- 
priate remarks, delirered the colonrs into the hands of 
Ctolonel EUison, who replied in a strain of manly eloqaenoe. 
He afterwards addressed the corps, and delivered the 
standards in charge of the ensigns. After going through 
various manoeuvres, the whole was condnded with a general 
salute. The oolonrs were then taken to Mr. Bertram's, the 
Goat inn, Gateshead, where the officers dined in company 
with the officers of the Newcastle Volmiteers; also, Lord 
Strathmore, John Oair, Esq., Brooke Riohmond, Esq., Bev. 
Dr. Frosser, the Stewards of the Borough, Ac.. &e. The 
officers presented flye guineas to the privates of each oom^ 
pany to drink saooesB to His XaiMty's anna; and they dined 
at the several public houses in Gateshead.— 2;oca{ Papen, 
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But another Berious cMise Ibr apprehension existed in 
this dioeese. "Hie Act of 1851 had been prodactire of no 
enfranchisements by the Bishop, and of but very few by the 
Dean and Chapter ; and it was suspected that, in the one 
ease, there was an actual unwillingness to carry out the 
act at all, and, on the other, that the terms demanded for 
enfranchisement were based upon some erroneous principle 
of valuation. 

The leaseholders, consequently, considered that their 
only security consisted, in the first place, in preserving the 
permissiye power to enfranchise which the Act of 1851 
afforded, and, in the second, in endeavouring so to amend 
that Act that dilBculti^ with respect to valuations might 
be overcome, when the parties oonld not themselves agree, 
by an adoption of the art>itration principle — and that the 
" due regard" for the long-continued ei\joyment of lease- 
renewal should be more plainly exemplified and more fully 
secured. It also appeared most necessary that the system 
of calculating the value of life>leases should be rendered 
more correct and equitable than it had been previously 
been. 

With a view to exemplify the working of the Act of 1851 
in this diocese, the honourable member for South Shields 
had obtained an address from the House of Commons to the 
Queen to order a return of the number of applications for 
enfranchisement (and of their results) which had been made 
to the Bishop and Dean and Chapter of Durham. 

Such was the state of the question when the Church lease- 
holders of this district resolved to form themselves into an 
association for the protection of their rights in reference to 
the security of their tenure or the enfranchisement of their 
property. 

To ICr. William WyUm and one or two of his neighbours 
belongs the credit of having initiated the formation of this 
association. 

At their snggestlon a meeting of leaseholders was con- 
vened, and was held in the Chamber of Commerce in New- 
castle on the l^th of May last ; and on the 23d of the same 
month, another meeting was held in this building— on which 
occasion the Mayor was kind enough to preside, and with 
respect to which it has been remarked, and justiy so, that 
there *' seldom or ever had been seen in this boroue^ a meet- 
ing more weighty and influential, whether as ref^urded the 
position and character of the gentlemen of whom it was 
composed, or the extent and gravity of the interests which 
it represented." 

The aasodation, at this meeting, was formally com- 
pleted ^ officers were appointed, and authority was given 
for assessments to meet the expenses which would neces- 
sarily be incurred, and to no inconsiderable amount. 

Mr. Forater and the Secretary were requested to proceed 
to London, and to use their best exertions to obtain, in the 
act for the continuance of the measure of 1851, as great a 
protection as possible for the interests of the lessees. 

In conformity with this desire of the Association, its repre- 
sentatives lost no time in making the necessary arrange- 
ments. They went to London in the course of a few days, 
and immediately conferred with many of the members re- 
presenting this and neighbouring counties and boroughs, 
with a view to a due carrying out ot the objects of the asso- 
ciation. 

It would be almost invidious to mention names— because 
the friends of the lessees were as numerous as they were 
staunch — legislators of the most opposite political opinions 
agreeing in this— that it would be robbery of the very worst 
description to treat the lessees otherwise than as persons 
who had acquired an equitable, if not legal, ric^t to a 
renewal of their leases upon fair and reasonable terms. 

It was thought best that the Prime Minister should be 
first seen upon the subject— inasmuch as time pressed, the 
bill having been already before a select committee of the 
House of Lords, which had altered it so that it was only to 
continue for one year, and to contain no new matter what- 
ever. 

Mr. Hutt was kind enough to ask for an interview with 
Lord Aberdeen, which that nobleman readily granted ; and 
a very numerous body of members of parliament and of de- 
putations fh>m different portions of this diocese waited in 
consequence npon his lordship. On this occasion Mr. John 



Oregson on behalf of the Durham leaseholders, Mr. Swin- 
burne on behalf of South Shields, and Mr. AlUnuen on behalf 
of Gateshead and the neighbourhood, addressed bis lord- 
ship ; and Mr. J<dm Abel Smith and other fHends added 
several very valuable observations. The efTeet on Lord 
Aberdeen was evidently considerable ; Ibr he seemed to re- 
gret that he had not been earlier made acquainted witii the 
business, and stated that all he could then do was to stop 
the fyirther progress of the bill until the matter could be 
more fully considered :— and his lordship aoo(»*dingly did 
stop it. 

It should be mentioned that an aoddental interview had 
been previously had with Lord Harrowby, who was the Chair- 
man of the Episcopal and Capitular Revenue CommLssionerB 
in 1849-50, and who seemed thorouj^ly to understand the 
question and deeply to sympathize with the leaseholders ; 
but his lordship seemed to think that nothing forther than 
a bare continuance tor a year wonld be agreed to by the 
House of Lords. 

In order, however, to bring the matter direetly before the 
notice of the Upper House, a petition was prepared imme- 
diately after the interview with Lord Harrowlq^, and was 
signed by Mr. Forster, Mr. Salmon, Mr. Allhusen, and the 
Secretary, praying that a clause for arbitration, similar to 
those contained in the Irish Church Temporalities Act, and 
in the Copyhold Enfranchisement Act, mJ^t be inserted in 
the bill then before their lordships. It was necessary that 
this petition should be presented mmiediately ; audit is due 
to the Earl Vane to mention, that on requesting his 
lordship to go down to the house to present the petition 
forthwith, he not only expressed his great desire to assist 
the leaseholders generally, but Us readiness to aet upon the 
instant ; which he did— taking the oaths at the time of pre- 
senting the petition, it being his first appeanmee in the 
House of Lords. 

In the evening of the same day on which the interview 
took place with Lord Aberdeen, the deputations, through the 
introduction of Mr. Hutt and Mr. Ingham, had interviews 
with Lord John Russell and Lord Granville ; which latter 
peer, then President of the Council, had charge of the bill. 
Both these noUe lords listened attentively to the statements 
which were made ; and Lord Granville, daring the inter- 
view, introduced Mr. John Lefevre (one of the Ebtates Com- 
missioners) ; but beyond an indication fh»i Lord John that 
nothing of a oompulsory character conld be introduced into 
a permissive bUl, littie was elicited. 

Numerous were the meetings which were held, in Mr. 
Ingham's chambers and elsewhere, by the deputations and 
legislative friends of the lessees; and it is certainly moat 
gratifying to be able to say, that not only onr local mem- 
bers, but gentlemen wholly unconnected with this district, 
or by private InterestB with the qnestion, showed the 
greatest alacrity in asidsting the representatives of the 



It was finally arranged, however, that any additions or 
amendments to the bill should be proposed after it came 
down to the Commons— and that, if passed there, the assent 
of the Lords should be then requested. lUs, of coarse, 
rendered a longer stay in London at that time onneoessary, 
and your deputation returned to the North 

In the mean time, the Secretary deemed it desirable that 
a detailed "Statement of Facts," for the infbrmation of 
members of both houses of parliament, should be authorita- 
tively published. Such a statement, accordingly, he pre- 
pared ; and authority was obtained for appending to It the 
names of the Chief Magistrates and Town Clerks of Gates- 
head, South Shields, Durham, Sanderland, Newcastle, 
Morpeth, and Tynemouth, the Bailiff ot Darlington, the 
President of the Chamber of the Commerce, and other 
gentiemen of influence in the district. Copies of this docu- 
ment are now on the table for the ose of the members of 
the association. 

It was considered, and the result has proved the antici- 
pation to be correct, that a knowledge of the case was only 
wanted to enlist legishitive friends in defence of the lease- 
holders, but it was deemed most desirable that the informa- 
should not be distributed until the eveof discussion ; because 
members of parliament receive such a multitude of printed 
papers every day, that many run a risk of being laid aside 
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and being never afterwarde seen. It was therefore deter- 
mined that, as floon as an interview had been arranged by 
Kr. Hutt between the legislative fHends of the lessees and 
Lord John Russell, the ** Statement of Facts" should be 
copiously distributed among members of the House of Com- 
mons — Kr. Oayley (one of the members for North Yorkshire, 
and one whose zeal in the cause cannot be too highly eulo- 
gized,) oblighigly ftimishing the Secretary and Mr. Forster 
with the names of many hundreds of members to whom the 
document might be advantageously transmitted. 

Lord John fixed the 12th of July to receive the deputation. 
The " statements" were forwarded so as to be in the hands 
of members on the llth. Gireulars were also sent, at the 
same time, indicating the place and hour of the interview, 
and subjoining a ehrase which it was proposed to submit to 
bis lordBhip for insertion in the bill, and soliciting the 
attendanee of members at Chesham-place on the occasion. 

A second circular ^[iras also sent, so as to be on the break- 
Ikst-tables of the members on the morning of the deputation, 
respeotfiilly reminding them thereof, and urgently request- 
ing the fkvonr of their forming part of it 

Pressing letters were also written to those members of 
parliament on whose attention the deputation of the associa- 
tion considered the leaseholders of the district to have 
some claim ; and it is gratifying to say, that the greatest 
readiness ot cooperation was evinced by all. 

The copyholders and leaseholders of the diocese of Wor- 
cester idso rendered good service by issuing a circular 
simultaneously with ours, and by cooperating in every 
possible way with the Shields and Gateshead deputations in 
furtherance of their common object. 

Tne nternew too* piacv nd Lord John Russell, there 
is some reason to believe, was much surprised, as were 
many other members of parliament, by the number as well 
as influence of the parties assembled on the occasion. 
Lutead of seeing but a mere fh^ion of the house, as might 
have been expected at so late a period of the session, and 
on a non-political and comparatively non-exciting sul^ect, 
he found that the deputation consisted of fifty members ; 
that it comprised both sides of the house and all shades of 
opinion; that, in short, it was a demonstration almost 
without a parallel under the peculiar drcumstances of the 
case. 

The interview was deemed satisfkustory by the deputation. 
Lord John Russell admitted candidly that the question was 
a most important one, and that it was really time that it 
was settled—and that, although the present bill would not 
admit of compulsory clauses, yet any further fiMilities that 
oould be pointed out would be worthy of consideration, and 
should have it. 

At subsequent meetings with our local members, and at 
subsequent interviews between some of them and Lord John 
RuaeeU, it was arranged that a remodelled dause on the 
permissive principle should be submitted to the Govern- 
ment, and that the amendments to be made should be pro- 
posed by Mr. Ingham in committee on the bill. The clause, 
as originally fhuned, had appointed the " Tnclosure Oom- 
missloner^as the umpire or third arbitrator, under the 
impressio^^flhat to appoint some independent, impartial 
public board, would be acceptable to the Government ; but 
the President of the Coundi thought it better to leave the 
third arbitrator to be appointed by the other two— a prin- 
dple to which, of course, your deputation gladly assented— 
having, indeed, preferred it fh)m the first. 

Mr. Evelyn Denison and Mr. Mulllngs, as well as Mr. 
Oayley and the active members fbr this immediate locality, 
took great pains in endeavouring to fhune such a clause as 
would protect the interests of the lessees without losing the 
support of the Government ; and in the committee of the 
whole house on the bill, the Government assented to the 
propodtions of Mr. Ingham ; which were, first, to prolong 
the biU*s existence to two years, and, second, that arbitra- 
tioa should be resorted to, where the parties could not 
agree, in order to fix the values. The only change Lord John 
Russell stipulated for was, that the Estates Oommisdoners, 
and not the ecclesiastical corporations, should appoint the 
lessor's arbitrator. The change appeared to your deputation 
as an improvement, and was therefore at once ngcied to. 



Mr. Denison's proposal, however, to extend the arbitration 
principle to dealings with the Ecclesiastical Oommisdoners, 
was not agreed to ; neither were Mr. Gayley's, for defining 
the basis of computation of that " due regard" which was 
to be paid to the long established custom of renewal, and 
for calculating the life-interests in leases upon modem and 
improved instead of antiquated and eitploded tables. 

Mr. Goulbum, one of the Church Estates Oommisdoners, 
opposed all the dauses as strenuously as posdble— suggest- 
ing every objection which ingenuity could devise, and ur|^ 
the house strongly to dissent flrom any deviation firam the 
Act of 1851 ; but he was signally unsuccessfiil, being com- 
pelled at last to acknowledge that the friends of the lessees 
were so numerous in the house that any attempt to prevent 
their success was hopeless. 

Thus the bill passed through committee— the attendance 
thereon being large, circulars having been forwarded as 
before on the very morning of thedtting, and other solidta- 
tions made, with a view to secure the presence of the lease- 
holders* friends. 

The success of the leaseholders, howevers, did not end 
here. Their friends, in the meantime, had not been idle. 
Mr Oayley. Mr. Denison, Mr. Ingham, Mr. Hutt, and others, 
had had interviews with the Solicitor-General and the Pre- 
ddent of the Council, and had succeeded In obtdning the 
assistance of the former in so constructing the clauses as to 
accomplish, with the dd of the Government, and in defiance 
of Mr. Goulbum, the ol^eets which both Mr. Denisen and 
Mr. Oayley had in view. 

The clauses were both passed :— the mie extending to the 
Ecdedatical Oommiasioners the arbitration prindple which 
had been confined to the Estates Oommisdoners — the other 
providing that the " due regard" for the lessees' interest 
should be calculated according to the Report of the Ecde- 
dastlcal Revenues Conunisdoners of 1850, or. where that 
might not be applicable, then according to the Report of the 
Lords' Committee of 1851— and that lif^interests should be 
computed upon modem and correct tables. 

The bill, thus successfhlly amended, enlarged, and im- 
proved, was now sent back to the Lords fbr the assent of 
that house :— and here, again, the oppodtion of the Estates 
Oommisdoners was exerted, with the assistance of some 
members of the Episcopd Bench. The attempt, however, 
fkiled, and the bill was passed without any material altera- 
tion ; except that the Oommisdoners, instead of being bound 
to adopt the Report of 1850 in preference to that of 1851, 
when the former could be made applicable, were to be 
allowed the option of adopting either the one or the other. 

The majority (for the friends of the Oommisdoners divided 
the house) was 17 to 11 ; and there can be little doubt that 
in this instance, as well as in the Commons, a liberal distri- 
bution among the ledslators of the " facts" of the case 
rendered essential service. 

The Commons consented to the Lords' amendments on 
Wednesday ; and the royal assent was given to the bill on 
Friday last. 

The adirantages conferred upon the leaseholders by the 
present measure may be sununed up as follows :— 

1. The permisdon to agree with the lessor for enfran- 
chisement is continued fbr two years longer. 

2. The difficulty of agreehig upon terms for enfranchise- 
ment is remediable by leaving the value of the respective 
interests of the lessee and lessor (exdusive of the value of 
the right of renewal) to be ascertained by arbitration. 

3. The ' ' due regard" of the lessees* long accustomed privi- 
lege of lease-renewal is to be conddered in all final 
settlements fbr enfranchisement— not only by the Estates 
Oommisdoners, but by the Kshops and Deans and Chapters, 
who, by the Act of 1851, were not bound to pay such " due 
regard" in their arrangements with their lessees. 

4. The *' due regard" above referred to is to be estimated 
either according to the Report of the Revenue Commis- 
sioners of 1850 or that of the House of Lords Committee of 
1851 :— the former providing that the leases should be per- 
petually renewed, as hitherto, but that new valuations 
should be only made once In 81 years, and that one-half 
only of the present fine should be payable every seven 
years, and the other half be spread over the whole period 
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of the lease in the shape of a rent-charge : — the latter 
reoommending that the property should be enflranchised by 
a money-payment m ftill, and that the leasee shoald be 
allowed, in the adjustment of the amount to be paid, the 
benefit of one renewal of his lease at the accustomed fine. 
Thus, if a lease at the time of enfiranchisement had 17^ 
years to run, it was to be estimated in the calculation as 
being a lease having 24A years to run— the fine, of course, 
for the allowed renewal, being paid by thef lessee. 

5. The Ecclesiastical Commissioners, in whom is already 
Tested much Church property, and in whom much more 
will rery soon be vested, are also (virtually) instructed to 
aet upon the arbitration principle. 

6. The lififr-leaseholders of the Church, in their enflran- 
diisements, are not only to be allowed the benefit of that 
due regard for their long -accustomed expectation of 
renewal, but are to have the calculations based upon the 
most modem and approved statistics of life, instead of 
upon the Northampton tables, which are notoriously preju- 
dicial to the interests of the lessees. 

Such are the principal advantages aoqub^d by the Act 
8o suoeessfbl a result, surely, is cause for mudi mutual 
congratulation; and the leaseholders of this diocese, it is 
conceived, would be wantUig in gratitude, if they did not 
warmly express their thanks to those friends in the legisla- 
ture who have so earnestly, zealously, and successfully 
assisted them. 

At the same ttane, they would be regardless of their own 
interests if tliey allowed any time to be lost in taking the 
necessary steps for availing themselves of the advantages 
which the act affords. 

niat it is a permissive aet, is very true. True it is. that 
no leaseholder can compel either Bishop or Chapter to listen 
to his application, or to submit the valuation of his estate 
to the decision of arbitrators. But the result of Mr. 
Ingham's motion for a return from the Bishop and Chapter 
of Durham of the operation of the Act of 1861, so flur as 
they had been concerned, shows that the recent agitation 
of the question, both within parliament and without, has 
had its due eflect Time was, and that not long ago, when 
applications to the Bishop of Durham's Auditor respecting 
enfranchisements were utterly unattended to — letters 
remained unanswered— and the progress of charity, even, 
was sertously arrested in this borough, by a want of decision 
as to the enfranchisement of an eplsoDpal building site. 
How, however, the Kshop has appointed a gentleman of 
the highest respectability and ability in the diocese, to 
flMdlltate enfhmchisements ; and the Dean and Chapter 
have been anxious to show, and doubtless they will con- 
tinue anxious to show, that they are not, by any means, 
averse to an honest cairying ont of the enfranchisement 
act 

The present measure, moreover. Is one of probation. It 
is unquestionable that many persons, high in authority in 
the State, only sanction the present act m the hope that a 
ready compliance with its intentions may avert the enact- 
mentof compulsory enfranchisement^b^ng quite prepared, 
on evidence bdng exhibited of any wilhil disregard of the so 
unanimously expressed wishes of the legUdature, to bring 
fbrward a compulsory measure, and to support it to the 
uttermost 

The Church, therelbre, has more to fear than the lessees 
from any contemptuous disregard which may be exhibited 
by ecclesiastical bodies of the intention and object of the 
permlsBive aet — the enfhmchisement of Church property 
being now an admitted necessity, for the sake, not only of 
both parties to the lease, but of the general commercial 
and agricultural interests of the countiy, which have been 
long and seriously damnified by the improvement-prevent- 
ing system under which Church property has been managed. 

The SaoBBTABT reenmed his seat amidst much 
applauM ; and, on the motion of Mr. Williajc Gbat, 
of WallMnd, the report was read and adopted —the 
GnAiBMAK obserring that it was a very satisfi&ctoiy 
docnment. 

Mr. Geoboe Hawks saidy he held in his hand a 
motion which, he was quite sure, would be passed by 



aoelamation. To their very able Secretary, and also 
to his worthy associate, Mr. J. S. Forster, they must 
all feel highly indebted. They might justly con- 
mtulate themselTes on having sent up to London, in 
nirtheianee of the |)re8ent movement, a man or so 
much enersy and ability as Mr. Brockett. It might 
be gathered from the report, just read, how much 
perseverance and talent it required to carry out the 
¥rishe8 of the aasociation; and he would' add, from 

Esrsonal observation while in London, that whenever 
e had occasion to call on his friend Mr. Brockett, he 
found him up to the ears in pen and Ink. (Laughter.) 
The skill and labour required for the work, it was 
impossible to conceive by those who were not on the 
spot ; and tiiose who were, one and alU would say that 
the merit and the credit rested mainly with the 
Secretary. From morning to night he was in a con- 
tinually worry (laughter), and he really sometimes 
fblt sorry for him, his labours were so stupendous. 
(The Chairman : Well ! I*m dad to see he does not look 
much the worse for them.— Laughter.) From the be- 
ginning, members of the legislature seemed to take the 
same view of the question as this association ; and there 
seemed little room for fear, it only they were all made 
properly aware of the £euHs. Mr. Brockett undertook 
that this should be done, and prepared a masterly 
statement of the case of the leasenolders — one of the 
ablest papers of the kind that was ever penned, and, 
in his (Mr. Hawks's) opinion, a principal instrument 
of their success. No other num, within the sphere of 
his acquaintance, could have accomnlished what their 
Secretary had aone; and he haa therefore mat 
pleasure in moving *- *^ That the very best thanks of 
this meetiuff be given to the Secretary, Mr. Brockett, 
for his invaluable services and assistance in promoting 
the passing of the Capitular and Episcopal Estates 
Management Bill in its present form, by which so 
many important focilities for enfranchisement have 
been secured ; and, also, that the best thanks of this 
meeting . be given to Mr. J. S. Forster, for his 
valuable assistance to the Secretary." (Applause.) 

The motion having been passed byBcclaination, the 
Sbcbetabt returned thanks. 

Mr. J. S. FoBSTBR said, he could sincerely echo 
every syllable which had been uttered by Mr. Hawks 
as to Mr. Brockett. He thanked the association for 
the kind notice which had been bestowed on his own 
services ; but these were as nothing, compared with 
what Mr. Brockett had rendered. Mr. Hawks had 
alluded to the ** Statement of Facts,'* which had so 
materially contributed to the success of the move- 
ment; and he {Mr. Forster) might add, that Mr. 
Ingham told him Mr. Evelyn Denison had pro- 
nounced it to be one of the ablestpapers that had ever 
eome under his observation. He was quite certain 
that every member of the deputation would say, with 
himself, that had it not been for Mr. Brockett the 
leaseholders would have got nothing more than a 
renewal of the Act of 1861. (Applause.) 

Mr. Chables Ratitb believed there were not two 
opinions as to the value of Mr. Brockett's services. 
It was, no doubt, to his zeal, ability, and untiring 
assiaui^, that they were indebted for the Act of 1804 
He quite agreed with Mr. Forster, that, but for the 
Secretary, they would have been left in no better 
position than before ; and he, therefore, had cordially 
voted for the resolution just passed. But something 
more than words was wanted; and, hitherto^ the 
sinews of war had not been furnished in even sumdent 
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amount to meet the immediate exigencies of the 
movement. He would therefore move — ** That in 
order to meet the expenses which have been/and may 
be, incun*ed in connection with the association, the 
easeholders be requested to pay their assessment of 
threopenoe in the pound as soon as possible ." (Carried 
unanimously.) 

Mr. J. S. FoBSTER, with a mteful allusion to the 
services of Mr. Gregson, of Shotton Hall, and Mr. 
Tiplady, of Durham, moved — " That the leaseholders 
of the districts of Durham and Sunderland be also 
requested to contribute their quota of the assessment, 
the efioi*ts of the association having been made in their 
service, as well as that of other districts." (Carried.) 

Mr. R. C. FoBBTBR moved the next resolution :— 
" That the thanks of the association be and are hereby 
voted to Mr. Hutt, the member for this borough, for 
the valuaMe assistance he rendered to the deputation. 
(Applause.) That the thanks of the association be 
also given to the other members of the legislature. 
Lords and Ck)mmons, who took an active part m pro- 
moting the success of the bill." (Carried by acclama- 
tion.) 

Mr. Haw&s said, no man ooold have taken more 
pains, in this business than Mr. Hutt. They were 
under great obligations, also, to Mr. Ingham. He 
spoke of those two gentlemen more particularly, 
because their services fell more immediately under ms 
own observation. 

Mr. J. S. FoBSTBA said, after what he had seen of 
Mr. Hutt's cQnduct, he could not but feel a strong 
sense of gratitude towards him. He had evidently the 
power of commanding the attention of the principal 
members of Her Majesty's Qovemment, and the dis- 
position to exercise it for the benefit of the leaseholders 
and the public. It was Mr. Hiitt who made the 
arrangements for the deputation to Lord John Russell, 
which, he was persuaded^ formed the foundation of 
their success. He mi^t also speak of Mr. Ingham, 
who was both able and willing to assist them ; but 
that gentleman would doubtless receive his reward in 
the grated expressions of his own constituents, and 
would not begrudge the leaseholders of Qateshead the 
pride and pleasure of believing that their own member 
had been most influential in securing their success. 
(Applause.) 

Mr. Hawks said, there might be many leaseholders 
who would be glad of some assistance in procming the 
enftanehisement of their leaseholds : — * would the 
Secretary have any objection to lend them his aid ? 

Mr. Brockett replied, that he should be very 
happy to render the leaseholders any assistance in his 
power. (Applause.) 

The Town Clerk (Mr. Kbnuir) moved a vote of 
thanks to the Chairman, and the meeting was ad- 
journed to 12 o'clock on Monday, the 11 tn of Sep- 
tember. 

1» ■ 

REPORT OP THE CHOLERA COMMISSIONERS 
ON GATE8HKAD. 
We, by your Majesty's letters patent of the 31st 
December, 1853, appointed " to be the Commissioners 
for inquiring into the causes which have led to, or have 
aggravated, the late outbreak of cholera in the towns 
of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Gateshead, and Tynemouth," 
herewith humbly submit to your Majesty : — (Here the 
Commissioners report their arrival in Newcastle on the 
5th of January, 1854; the holding of their inquLiy 
there ; their visit*to (Jateshead, where they took evi- 



dence on the 8th, 9th, and 10th of March ; the result 
of the inquiry in Newcastle (occupying 474 pages of 
evidence and nearly 30 of report) ; and then 100 pages 
of evidence and 9 or 10 of report as to (Satesh^, and 
about lialf-a -dozen pages oi Tynemouth report and 
evidence. We give the Gateshead report) :— 

That we have received most valuable assistance 
from Mr. Kell, the Town Clerk and Clerk to the 
Local Board of Health there, and from Mr. Hidl, the 
Town Surveyor and Surveyor to the Local Board, from 
Mr. Wilson, Union Medical OflBcer, from Mr. Clephan, 
and from others of the authorities and inhabitants of 
Gateshead, and have found them anxious in every 
way to promote and facilitate the inquiry entrusted to 
us ; and that we would particularly draw attention to 
the cholera map prepared by them, a lithograph 
whereof is appenaed hereto, and an inspection whereof, 
as elucidated by the evidence annexed, can hardly 
£a.il to throw a striking light upon the subject of that 
inouiry. 
« That the town of Gatesliead, separated from that of 
Newcastle bv the river Tyne only, is mainly situated 
on a steep slope ascending from that river, in some 
places witl]i great abruptness, and at the southern ex- 
tremity of the borough reaching a height of 500 feet ; 
that the great bulk of the town lies at a very conside- 
rable elevaliion, the lowest thorough&res, those im- 
mediately along the verge of the river, bemg from 4 
to 5 feet above sprjing tide high water, and the whole 
affording remarkable fiaxiilities for sewerage, ventila- 
tion, &c. ; thai, except in respect of the clayey nature 
of the smrfebce-soil, we know of nothing at all un&- 
vourable in^ts natural position or circumstances, and 
see no reason whatever whv Gateshead also should not 
be a very healthy town ; and that as, in a sanitaiy 
point of view, at least, the two towns virtually consti- 
tute but one, and as much of the evidence taken in 
respect of the one would appear to be, in the main, 
equally applicable to the other, we propose to shorten 
our Report relative to Gateshead by occasionally re- 
ferring back to what has already been reported in 
respect of Newcastle. 

That the epidemics, which, of late years have visited 
the town of Gateshead^ have generally and substan- 
tially been coincident, m point of time, nature, seve- 
rity, &c., with those which nave prevailed in Newcastle. 

That the mortality among every thousand inhabi- 
tants of the borough of (Gateshead — excluding that 
small part of the cliapelry of Heworth which, at the 
time 01 the Reform Act. 1832, was added to the parish 
and previous municipal borough to make up the pre- 
sent Parliamentary borough — has, according to the re- 
turns furnished to us by the Registrar General, been 
as follows : — 
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and that the mortality among every 1,000 inhabitonts, 
on the average of those 15 years, haiP been 30*1 per 
annum. 

That, bearing in mind the great sanitary capabili- 
ties of Gateshead, we cannot doubt that this actual 
annual death-rate is at least double the natural or 
necessary death:rate of the place; that, on the as- 
sumptions previously made with regard to Newcastle, 
and supposmg the population of Gateshead during that 
period to have averaged 20,(X)0, it would follow thi^t, 
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On the average of thoee 15 years, some 280, 300, or 
even 320 lives have annually been sacrificed in Gates- 
liead, owing to the artificial aggravation of natural 
diseases ; and that, considering the number of not 
&tal cases which must have occurred for each of these 
&tal cases of artificially aggravated disease, even the 
above figures will convey but a faint idea of the afflic- 
tions entailed upon the inhabitants by the absence of 
proper sanitary arrangements : in contemplating 
which, however, it is but fiiir to remember that Gates- 
head did not become a Parliamentary borough till the 
year 1832, that it had no governing municipal body 
till 1836, that the Local Board of Health there were 
not constituted nor empowered till 1851, and that they 
have had no funds oeyond what they have been 
enabled to obtain from special rates. 

That, during the late outbreak of cholera there, 
433 peisons perished in a few weeks out of a population 
of 26,000or thereabouts, (24,806 at the census of 1851, 
excluding 763 in the portion of Heworth chapelry), 
being a mortality of about one in sixty during thal^ 
short period ; that the mortality in nine considerable 
street or groups of streets — ^wliieh, together, comprise 
the greatest part of Gateshead— appears, from a tabu- 
lar statement prepared by Mr. Surveyor Hall, to have 
been still higher, and to have varied from one in 48*5 
to as high as one in 19*5 ; as many as seven persons 
out of 120 being stated to have died in one block of 
buildings, three out of thirty to have died in one house, 
and even as many as three deaths to have taken place 
in the cellars of another single house. 

That the late outbreak of cholera in Gateshead, 
though unquestionably more extensive, it not alleged 
to have been more foM or more malignant than the 
previous outbreaks of the same disease there, nor to 
nave difiered much from them or from other epidemics, 
either in respect to the classes of people it attacked, or 
of the districts in which it first broke out, or in which, 
especially, it localized itself, or generally in respect of 
the laws which it appears to have followed ; that, on 
the contrary, it is admitted to have prevailed most 
virulently just where any person, competently 
acquainted with the sanitary state of the town, would 
have predicted : that the epidemic influence, to which 
the whole population throughout the town appears to 
have been exposed, was comparatively innocuous in 
the better parts ; that, in some of the best parts, there 
was no mortality at all ; and that the mortality was 
almost exclusively confined to the poorest classes and 
to the worst districts ; that of the 433 persons who 
perished only 29 were ratepayers or members of the 
nunilies of ratepayers, and that of these families some 
were living in notoriously unhealthy localities ^ and 
that, whilst the mortality among the population at 
laree was about one in 60, that among tne ratepayers 
ana their families was only one in 300; that no 
instance appears to have occiured of two or three 
deaths takmg place in any block of houses not present- 
ing obvious sanitary defects ; that the virulence of the 
disease was certainly aggravated by the bad sanitary 
condition of (he respective localities; and that in 
several instances, the mortality in various localities 
may be regarded as havinfir been pretty fairly appor- 
tioned to the sanitary defects of each. 

That many of the causes which, beyond all doubt, 
have aggravated the virulence of previous epidemics 
there generally, and of the late outbreak in particular, 
are as obvious upon inspection, and almost as notorious, 
in Gateshead as in Newcastle; that the statements 



previously cited frx>m the annual reports of the Medi' 
cal Charitable Institutions. &c., of Newcastle, as ta 
the aggravative causes of the various epidemics there, 
are admitted to be equally true in respect of the aggra- 
vative causes of the corresponding epidemics in €ra^s- 
head, and are further borne out by similar statements 
in the annual reports of the Gateshead Dispensary ; 
and that, in spite of the improvements recently made 
in Gateshead, but chiefly affecting the better and less 
unwholesome districts, the same causes, which at 
those previous periods were reported as exercising un- 
fiivourable influences in respect of the then prevalent 
epidemics, were also, to a very great extent, in opera- 
tion there last autumn, and exerdsed similar un&- 
vourable influences in respect of the late outbreak. 

That the same radically bad system of house con- 
struction which we have already described as pre- 
vailing in considerable districts of Newcastle, prevails 
also, and probably to a larger extent comparatively, in 
Gateshead; that a large proportion of the houses 
occupied by the poorer classes in (Gateshead (who 
there apparently constitute four-fifths of the entire 
population) are built back to back with one another, 
or, where not actually back to back, with back yards 
between them so small as to serve only to receive 
accumulations of filth, and to be quite inadequate for 
wholesome ventilation ; that the courts and entries, or 
spaces between the fronts of these back-to-back rows 
ot houses, are habitually so narrow as to render it 
almost impossible for either sun or wind to get at 
them, and to render them habitually dark, as well as 
damp and unwholesome ; that one or other end of 
these narrow alleys is not unfrequently closed or built 
up, so as to constitute it a complete ctil^-S€U! ; whilst, 
in one or more cases, smaller lateral eul-desacs are 
found leading out of a larger one ; the other ends of 
these miserable places being also sometimes built over, 
so as to leave nothing but a single covered way tor 
ingress or egress ; that in other cases the houses are 
biSlt in the abrupt riverward slope or bank, on which 
the lower part of the town is situated, so as to have 
one or more of the walls^ for one or more stories in 
height, in close proximity with the earth of the 
acclivity above— « circumstance which, owing to the 
clayey nature of the surfieMse soil, and to the veiy great 
deficiency of drainage throughout the borough, inevi- 
tably leads to a dampness in the walls of such 
dwellings, not unfr«quentlv palpable to the eye — 
while in some instances both these classes of evils are 
combined, the ends of back-to-back rows of houses 
being built into, and the ends of the narrow courts 
and entries between them being made to abut upon, 
these undrained banks ; and that in this way, through- 
out considerable districts chiefly occupied by the 
poorer classes, ventilation is rendered almost impossi- 
ble ; that in addition to all this, some of the houses 
are old and dilapidated, even as to the substance of 
their walls ; that the habitual deficiency of paving 
and scavenging in* the vicinity of such places tends 
greatly to increase the evils of such a state of things ; 
while the vicious practices previously alluded to of 
misplacing privies and ashpits^ and of allowing accu- 
mulations of dirt to collect in comers, &c., still 
further aggravate them, by saturating the walls of 
some of the houses i;v*itn very impure water, or even 
with liauid filth; the interiors ot such houses 
habitually corresponding to the exteriors, and being 
dark, unventilated and unwholes^e — even in pointo 
beyond the control of the individffitl tenants— besides 
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being in very many cases further prejudiced by the 
want of proper domestic conveniences, by overcrowd- 
ing, filthy habits on the paits of the tenants, and other 
matters hereinafter adverted to. 

That, by general consent of the witnesses before us, 
a large part of the dwellings of the poorer classes in 
Gateshead are not fit for human habitation ; the Town 
Clerk there computing that at least one-half of the 
population is thus dangerously mis-lodged; that a 
considerable part of those dwellings are not only not 
fit, but incapable of being rendered fit for such a pur- 
pose ; and that the impossibility of so rendering them 
nt for habitation is assigned as the reason why no 
attempts havd been made even to improve them. 

That the seriously, if not irremediably bad condi- 
tion of the dwellings of the poorer classes is by no means 
exclusively confined to the oldest and lowest parts of 
Gateshead ; and that while in those parts it may have 
arisen, to some extent at least, from gradual and 
tliereforefore scarcely perceptible changes, in other 
and more modem parts it has resulted from less 
excusable causes ; that, in particular, the introduction 
of cellar dwellings into Gateshead is a matter of com- 
parativehr recent date ; that they are now found there 
in considerable numbers ; and that, during the late 
outbreak, in those streets, &c., in which cellar 
dwellings did exist, a serious proportion of the whole 
mortality appears to have occurred in them. 

That another striking instance of the recklessness 
recently exhibited in respect of house-building in 
Gateshead may be found m the following fects, viz.^ 
that in some cases where the sandstone (which here 
comes vei-y near the surface) had been worked out of 
a quarry, or the quarry had for any reason feillen into 
disuse, the open excavation haa been used as a 
receptacle for street sweepings, town refuse and all 
the rubbish and filth that any one might please to 
shoot into it, until filled up to or above the level of 
the surrounding soil ; and that thereupon houses and 
streets have been built on the top of the noisome mass 
thus accumulated, without any adequate drainage 
having been provided to prevent the perpetual soakage 
of rain and refuse water into it and the perpetual re- 
exhalation of noxious vapours from it : and that, 
during the late outbreak, the first death by cholera 
and a mortality of 15 out of 488 occurred tm one of 
those streets, ten out of those fifteen deaths having 
taken place in the cellars, which had literally been 
reexcavated out of this accumulation of refuse. 

That, since the year 1851, the Local Board of Health, 
under the authority of the Public Health Act, have 
been invested with a certain amount of control over 
the formation of new streets and over the construction 
of houses newly built or reerected within the borough ; 
that this control appears to have been diligently exer- 
cised, and that the results of it are stated to have been 
visible in the improved structural arrangements of the 
houses and streets built since that time ; that^ under 
the same Act, they have also been invested with con- 
siderable control over the occupation not only of cellar 
dwellings built or rebuilt after the passing of that Act, 
but of all cellar dwellings whatsoever ; that this con- 
trol has to some extent been exercised, but not, we 
fear, to the extent to which it might and ought to 
have been : — a circumstance the more to be regretted, 
owing to the very considerable amount of mortality 
which appears to have taken place in such dwellings 
during the recent outbreak. 

That the poorer classes of Gateshead are not only 



exceedingly ill lodged, but also much overcrowded in 
their lodgings; that it is an habitual thing for an 
entire family to live, sleep, cook, eat, wash, £c., in a 
single room ; the comers of single rooms thus occupied 
being occasionally further sub-let to other fiftmilies or 
lodgers ; that this overcrowding among them appears 
to be generally greatest about harvest time, in Septem- 
ber and October, which was the period when the late 
outbreak chiefly prevailed ; and in&i confident opinions 
have been expressed as to overcrowding and the want 
of proper ventilation having been a very powerful 
cause predisposing to cholera. 

That there are stated to be about 3,423 houses in the 
whole borough (3,380 in the year 1851), and probably 
are some 5,500 fiunilies or thereabouts (5,263 in the 
year 1851) ; that of these 3,423 houses, 1,838 appear 
to be occupied as self-contained houses by as many 
families, leaving the remaining 1,585 houses to be 
occupied in tenements by the remaining 3,662 fiimilies, 
which, on the average, would give considerably more 
than two families to each tenemented house — the 
houses in Gateshead bemg considerably smaller on the 
average and containing fewer rooms than those in 
Newcastle :— that we have not been able to obtain the 
materials for computing, as in resp^ of Newcastle, 
what per centage of the population of Gateshead occu- 
pies each different class of tenements, or for filming, 
relative to Gateshead, such a table as has already been 
exhibited in respect of Newcastle; but that &cts, 
nevertheless, are not altogether wanting to illustrate 
the significance of overcrowding already adverted to ; 
that in one district, in which ninety-nine fieimilies each 
occupied a house to themselves, the mortality was 6 
out of 501, or 1 in 83*5; that in another district, in 
which fifty-nine fiimilies occupied thirty houses (or 
nearly two fiunilies to a house) the mortality was 5 
out of 262, or 1 in 56*4 ; that in a third district, in 
which 185 fiunilies occupied 84 houses (or more tJian 
two fietmilies to a house), the mortality was 21 out of 
907, or 1 in 43*1 ; that in the northem block of New 
Gateshead, in which ninety-one fiimilies occupied 
twenty-six houses (or 3*5 fiimilies to a house), there 
was a mortality of 13 out of 417. or 1 in 32 ; while, 
in the immediately adjoining southern block, in which 
twenty fiimilies occupied nineteen houses (seventy-six 
rooms), there was no death at all among 130 persons^ 
to which may be added that in Leonard's-court, in 
which the crowding appears to have been as great, if 
notffreater than anywhere else, viz., seventy-eight 
fiimilies to fi>urteen houses (or 5*6 fiunilies to a house), 
the mortality appears also to have been about the 
greatest, viz., 15 out of 293, or 1 in 19*5; and 
although, in certain of these instances, the term 
*• house" may correspond to very different capacities 
for habitation, in most instances the succession of 
figures above given will represent the relative degrees 
of overcrowding. 

That in consequence of the above circumstances, 
and of others more particularly adverted to in respect 
of Newcastle, but also prevailing more or less in 
Gateshead, the condition of many of the dwellings of 
the poorerdasses there appears to have been habitimlly 
filthy and unwholesome : that since the year 1851 
the Local Board of Health, under the authority of 
the Public Health Act, have been empowered to 
compel the owner or occupier of any such dwelling to 
whitewash, cleanse or pyany the same ; that in March 
1852 the Local Board issued and got approved a bye- 
law relative to this matter, but that no medical 
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officer has ever been appointed whose special duty it 
should be to see to the enforcement of this and divera 
other powers and byelaws, or to issue the requisite 
certificates ; and that the exercise of the power in 
question, eminently beneficial as it would have been, 
has been almost entirely neglected. 

That, on the other hand, from the same year 1851, 
both under the powers of the Public Health Act and 
also of the Common Loddnf? Houses Act, the Local 
Board have been investea with large control over all 
such places; tliat in March 1852 the Local Board 
issued and got approved various byelaws relative 
thereto; that these byelaws appear to liave been 
reipilarly and stringently enforced; and that the 
beneficial results of this surveillance by the Local 
Board is stated to have been visible, not only in 
general, but also in the sensibly less mortality which 
occurred during the late outbreak in the registered 
lodging-houses, as compared with other houses of 
similar situation and calibre. 

That, with reference to the sewerage of Gateshead, 
it apoears that at tlie time of the constitution of the 
Local Board in 1851, there was one main sewer of 
about sixty chains or three quarters of a mile in 
length, and in good condition, and about thirty-two 
chains or three-eighths of a mile in length of drains 
or sewers so impemct as, in the opinion of the Town 
Surveyor, haraly to deserve the name, besides a 
certain amount of partially covered sur&ce gutters, 
which merely took the water, &c., away from one 
point of the sui-face to re-deliver it to the surfieice a 
little lower down, and not unfre^uently into the open 
street and into the immediate vicinity of other houses ; 
and that the extent of house-drainage, or ttie number 
of houses drained into those sewers, was still less 
tlian might have been expected, even with this 
limited extent of sewerage. 

That at the time of our inquuy, and although a 
good many water-closets have recently been intro- 
duced owing to the exertions of Mr. Surveyor Hall, 
there were still but 64 out of the 3,423 houses in the 
borough, which had waterclosets supplied by the 
water company ; and taking into consideration the 
few supplied by rain or spring-water cisterns, there were 
notprobisibly above 80 houses out of that whole number, 
or less than one fortieth part, having ftecal drainage. 

That of the 235 houses, which might have been 
drained into the one good main sewer, only 86 actually 
were so ^ and, that, taking into consideration those 
drained mto the disused coal workings beneath them 
and otherwise, there were not probably, even at the 
time of our inquiry, so many as 150 out of the 3,423, 
or less than one twentieth part of the houses in the 
borough, which had even proper surfi&ce drainage. 

That under these circumstances, of course, the 
great bulk of the town, not only in the poorer, but 
also in the wealthier districts, was extremely, if not 
entirely destitute, not only of feecal draina^e^ but of 
drainM^e of any kind or sort : that a certain propor- 
tion 01 the drainage which aid exist, was. as aboye 
mentioned, exceedingly imperfect and mefficient, 
and often (as were aleo many of the surface gutters 
above alluded to) filthy and ofiensive in Uie highest 
degi'ee ; that none of the gull v grates in the town ap- 
peared to have been trapped, except in one street 
recently drained by the Local Board ; and that the 
results of such a state ot things are too obvious to re- 
quire comment. ! 

^hat) under the authority of the Public Health ' 



Act, the Local Board have iiad aiuple powers in re- 
spect of sewering the public streets and highways of 
tne borough; and that, in respect of these, some 
small additions and improvements had been made 
previously to the Iscte outbreak ; but that generally 
the powers had not been exercised with any energy, 
nor even to the extent which might reasonabl^r have 
been expected ; that proposals for the preparation of 
a proper map of the borough, with a view to a com- 
prehensive system of sewerage, had several times been 
urged upon the Local Board by the Surveyor and by 
individual members of it ; but had invariably been 
rejected, apparently on the score of expense ; that the 
survey of a portion of the borough had, tiowever, been 
authorized with a view to the sewering of one natural 
drainage area in the eastern part of the borough ; but 
that, even since the epidemic and at the very time of 
our inquiry, the same injudicious (and its results ex- 
travagant and wasteful) parsimony appears to have 
interfered to obstruct or prevent the execution of a 

§ roper and efficient sewerage system there, and to en- 
eavour to substitute one to all appearances much less 
desirable. 

That the enactment of the Public Health Act, pro- 
viding that it should not be lawful to erect or re-erect 
any house without drains, &c., appear to have been 
well and vigilantly enforced ; but that, owing to the 
great deficiency of public sewers, this enforcement 
has not been attended with all the benefits thereby 
contemplated ; so few of the houses recently erected 
or re-erected in Uie borough having been within the 
prescribed 100 feet of the sea or of any public sewer, 
that it has been necessary for the Local Board to 
sanction their bein^ drained into cesspools, disused 
coal workings, and in other more or less undesirable 
ways ; and that the further powers of that Act, en- 
abling the Local Board to cause any and every house 
to be drained which is within 100 feet of the sea or of 
a public sewer, whether built befoi-e or after the 
application of that Act to the district in which it is 
situated, have been greatly neglected, and indeed 
have been exercised in but very few instances. 

That, by the same authority of the Public Health 
Act, the Local Board have been empowered to compel 
the sewering of private streets, &c. ; that in three or 
four instances this power has been put in force, and 
in one at least with great apparent benefit to the 
locality, and at an expense so moderate as to cause 
not quit/9 three fiBirthings addition to the weekly rent 
of the house ; but that on the whole it has not been 
exercised with the energy demanded by the circum- 
stances, nor probably in half the cases in which its 
exercise has been urged upon the Local Board by 
their excellent officer and sm'veyor, Mr. Hall. 

That, as will be obvious firom the above, the almost 
universal arrangement in Gateshead (where any such 
arrangement exists at all) is that of open nrivies in 
immediate proximity to the houses ; the denciency of 
sewerage being such that even the wealthier inhabi- 
tants are often unable to provide their houses with 
better accommodation. 

That the extent of the privy and ashpit accommo- 
dation for the poorer classes and in the tenemented 
houses of Gateshead is nearly, if not altogether, as de- 
ficient as in Newcastle ; not more than one such con- 
venience existing fi-eqnentlv for every twenty, thirty, 
or even forty fisimilies, and occasionally none at all ; 
perhaps one half of the poorer inhabitants (or nearly 
two-fifths of the entire population) being thus miserar 
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b]y destitute ; whilst in Pipewellgate, a district con- 
taining not much less than 2000 people, probably nine 
tenths ot them are thus situated ; tnat this shocking 
deficiency of proper convenience is attended with the 
same results in Gateshead, as heretofore described in 
respect of Newcastle ; the same disgusting use of 
** Bis," the same retention of them more or less full 
of all kinds of filth in the single-room tenements or at 
the stairheads and comers, the same strewing of the 
gully-grates and of the surfieices of the courts and 
entries with excrement and garbage, the same occa- 
sional conversion of unoccupied rooms, cellars or 
closets into privies and ashpits, the same use of waste 
and vacant pieces of ground for similar purposes, and 
the same inevitable and intense pollution of the air 
both within and without the rooms and houses ; to 
which must be added that, in one point, (Gateshead 
is even more deficient that Newcastle, viz., in not 
having a single public privy. 

That, under the authority of the Public Health Act 
the Local Board have been empowered to compel the 
owner or occupier of any house in the borough, 
whether built before or after the time of the applica- 
tion of that Act, to provide the same with a proper 
watercloset or privy and ashpit; and that water- 
closets have accordingly been introduced in a good 
many of the instances in which the exercise of this 
power has been recommended by Mr. Surveyor Hall ; 
but that, generally speaking, the power has been 
greatly neglected ; that little or no visible improve- 
ment in this respect has taken place since the consti- 
tution of the Local Board : and that even some ot the 
registered lodging-houses nave been allowed to remain 
destitute of such accommodation ; to which should be 
added, that the further powers of the Act, enabling the 
Local Board to provide public middens and neces- 
saries, and thereby to mitigate the evils arising f5pom 
this deficiency of private ones, had, almost up to the 
time of our inquiry, beenequally and entirely neglected. 

That the privies and ashpits which did exist in 
Gateshead appear to have been habitually in a foul 
and most objectionable condition; that the same 
indifference to filth, and negligence in respect of 
having such places properly emptied and cleansed, 
appears to have prevailed in Gateshead, as in New- 
castle ; and that, where this indifference and ne^li- 
fence did not exist, considerable and increasing 
ifficulties appear to have been experienced in getting 
such operations performed ; that it was enacted by 
the Public Health Act, that the Local Board should 
see and provide that all drains, waterclosets, privies, 
cesspools, and ashpits, should be constructed and kept 
so as not to be a nuisance or injurious to health ; that 
this enactment has, in a few instances, been complied 
with, but in so few out of the many calling for such 
compliance therewith as to have produced no sensible 
improvement and no appreciable diminution of the 
sanitary evils thence arising; and that the chief 
reason assigned by the Local Board for its not having 
been more frequently complied with is, that the 
multitude of such ill-kept places has been so great, as 
to render it hopeless to attempt the remedying 
thereof, until some comprehensive schemes of sewera<re, 
Bcavenage, &c., shall have been devised to prevent the 
iiitherto inevitable recurrence of such nuisances. 

That the flagging, paving, &c., of two or three of 
the chief thoroughfares of Gateshead appears to be 
pretty good, but in other public streets and thorouffh- 
rares to be but indifferent, while in some few public 



ones, and in the ms^ority of private courts and entrieSi 
it is either entirely deficient or else exceedingly im- 
perfect, and sometimes so bad as to be practically 
almost uncleansable ; that, under the authority of 
the Public Health Act, the Local Board have had full 
power to level, pave, flag, channel, alter and repair 
all pubUc streets; and that this power has been 
exercised to a certain, although but an inadequate 
extent, so as to lead to an appreciable improvement 
in the main thoroughfares, but not to any improve- 
ment at all in the miserable courts and entries, the 
condition of which most urgently caUs for the exercise 
thereof ; and that the simiuir powers of the same Act, 
enabling the Local Board to compel tiie levelling, 
paving, &c., of private streets, has similarly been 
exercised only to tne same inadequate extent, although, 
in one instance at least, as before mentioned, with 
great benefit to the locality and at a very moderate 
expense. 

That the scavenage in Gateshead, which, up to 
about the time of our inquiry, seems to have been 
conducted on the same faulty system as has already 
been explained with reference to Newcastle, appearS| 
up to the time of the late outbreak, to have been 
much neglected in many places, and in the miserable 
courts and entries to have been neglected altogether ; 
that, at the time of that outbreak, large accumulations 
of offensive matter were collected in various parts of 
the town, and that probably 600 or 700 loads were 
removed during the epidemic, without exhausting 
them, several such still remaining unremoved up to 
and at the time of our visit there ; and that, except 
in a few cases, the surface cleansing powers conferred 
upon them by the Public Health Act appear, especially 
up to the time of the late outbreak, to have been very 
inadequately enforced and exercised by the Local 
Board, though chiefly, no doubt, in respect of the 
faulty system of scavenage adopted or acqmesced in by 
them ; considerable improvement having recently been 
visible in the scavenage of a few main thorough&res. 

That the observations previously made as to the 
results of the deficiency of sewers, drains, paving, 
scavenging and domestic accommodation, &c., upon 
the health of the inhabitants of Newcastle, are 
equally applicable, mtUatis miUandiay to the case of 
GatesHead ; and that the same holds with reference 
to the observations upon the habits of the poorer 
classes also :— the proportion of the poorer classes to 
the entire population being probably somewhat greater 
in Gateshead than in Newcastle ;-*it being incontes- 
tible that those habits are in a large proportion ot cases 
more or less, and sometimes exceedingly, reckless and 
filthy ; whilst on the other hand it is equally certain 
that the circumstances to which they are subjected 
are in the highest degree calculated to ^ve origin to 
such habits even in persons not previously given 
thereto : that some, at loast, among these people ap- 
pear to be decidedly clearily in matters properly with- 
in their own control ; and that it can hardly be aflBrmed 
even of the dirtiest among tliem, that they have ever 
had adequate means or opportunities of keeping them- 
selves clean. 

That, under the authority ot tlie Public HaalUi 
Act, the Local Board have had power to provide for 
the keeping all elaughter-liouses in a cleanly and pro- 
per state ; that bylaws relative thereto were early 
issued by them, j .id have since been stringently and 
vigilantly encore* a as far as possible; that the benefi- 
cial cffcctb of that superv'iaion is utated to liave b^cn 
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▼isible, at all eyents in several cases ; but that, owing 
to the impossibility of efiectually enforcing proper 
regalations in such establishments in the absence of 
adequate sewerage, many of them have continued to 
be more or less nuisances, and even appear to have 
led to an increase of mortality during the late out- 
break ; that oUier offensive trades, especially triperies, 
fellmongerieSs bone and guano dealeries, &c., have 
also prevailed to a considerable extent ; that the Local 
Boara liave enforced the enactment of the Public 
Health Act, which provides that none such shall be 
newly established without the consent of the Local 
Board ; but that, in one instance at least, they appear 
to have given consent to the new establishment of 
one such, to the obvious detriment of the health of 
the vicinity, and in opposition to the advice of their Sur- 
veyor; that the Local Board in Gateshead has had no 
spedflc power to ahate the smolie nuisance, and thaUthe 
same lias accordingly increased ; and that, what with coal 
smolKeand the ftimes evolyed flrom chemical works, &c., 
the atmosphere of Newcastle and Gateshead is stated to be 
so acrid and to lead to so rapid a corrosion of the telegraph 
wires, that the latter were, at the time of our inquiry, in 
process of being taken down fh>m their exposed position 
along the elevated lines of railway, and being inclosed in 
metal pipes as a protection against it ; that the nuisance 
arising 6rom swineries lias been greatly abated by the Local 
Board, under the powers of the Public Health Act; but 
that a gigantic nuisance in the shape of a cowbyre has, in 
spite of the representation^ of the Surveyor, been suffered 
to continue in a densely populated neighbourhood, to the 
apparent aggravation of the mortality during the late out- 
break ; that the chief burial ground, in the centre of the 
town, appears up to and at the time of the late outbreak to 
have been in a very overfull and unwholesome condition, 
and to have been shut up accordingly as such ; and that 
other general causes, orighial or aggravative, of the late 
outbreak, such as unwholesome food, bad fhiit, excess in 
drink, &c., will also have been in operation in Gateshead, 
as well as in Newcastle, but that, in the presence of so 
much more important and more easily removable causes, we 
do not think it necessary to dwell at any length thereon. 

That whilst reporting, as we do without any hesitation, 
that the sanitary powers of the Local Board in Gateshead 
had, up to and until the time of the late outbreak, been in 
many respects but inadequately and unsatisfiEhctorily exer^ 
dsed ; that the due exercise of those powers could not have 
failed decidedly to mitigate the virulence of that outbreak, 
and consequently that the inadequate exercise of them 
cannot but be regarded as having tended seriously to 
aggravate it ; we, nevertheless, have considerable hesita- 
tion in expressing an opinion as to the degree of blame 
attaching to the Local Board in respect thereof:— that the 
Looal Board had been constituted but very little more than 
two years, when the late epidemic burst upon them ; that 
the operationsof all newly constituted representative bodies, 
havinjc no means of action except by additional and unpopu- 
lar rates specially leviable for the purpose, are liable to be 
somewhat slow at first ; that the Local Board of Gateshead 
not only commenced its preliminary operations briskly in 
respect of the appointment of some of its officers, but also 
within six or seven months after its final constitution had 
issued and got approved several very useful byelaws, on a 
variety of subjects, and again, upon the outbreaJc of the late 
epidemic, exhibited considerable energy in their endeavouzs 
to repress it, although, of course, to comparatively little 
purpose ; that some of its officers, especially its Clerk (or 
rather, as we fear we ought now to say, its late Clerk) and 
its Surveyor, and some few of its members, have always 
been eager and earnest advocates of the full exercise of its 
sanitary powers, and have zealously afforded us, as to Mr. 
Superintending Inspector Rawllnson before us, all the 
information and assistance In their power ; and that, in 
tlie actual exercise of those powers, the Local Board does 
not appear ever to Imve lagged behind, but on the contrary 
to have been generally in advance of public opinion in the 



borough, and of the views and wishes of the ratepayers atr 
large ; that, although some few of the more active members 
of the Local Board appear themselves to have been owners, 
of some of the very ill-conditioned house property in the 
borough, and in so far to have been personally and pecu- 
niarily interested in obstructing the exercise of the salutary 
powers in question, still the main obstruction thereto- 
appears to have consisted in the impatience of sanitary 
rates on the part of the ratepayers at large, who have- 
hitherto been more alive to the direct pressure of those 
rates than to the indirect effects of unremedied sanitary 
evils upon life and health, and ultimately upon the poor 
rates ; that other and for the time, no doubt, considerable 
difficulties appear also to have been experienced in borrow- 
ing monies to defray the first expense of compulsory im- 
provements on private properties, as also in recovering 
the monies thus expended in advance, and generally in 
having frequently to threaten or resort to expensive legal 
proceedings in onier to insure a compliance with the law ; 
to which should be added that, although nothing has been 
done in respect of model lodging-houses for the accommo- 
dation of the poorer classes, baths and washhouses have 
from their first constitution been in contemplation and in 
course of preparation and erection, and will probably be- 
open to the public before the expiration of the third year 
ftom the time of that constitution. 

That the observations already made in respect of the 
water supplied to Newcastle before and during the late 
outbreak, are also in the main applicable in respect of that 
supplied to Gateshead, both towns being supplied by the 
same Water Company and from the same original sources ; 
that the possibility of local differences in the quality of the 
water, owing to local circumstances, was more strongly 
suggested by the evidence given in Gateshead, but that in 
other respects this was nearly identical with that given in 
Newcastle ; that there was the same general consent as to 
the water having been bad, muddy, and very undesirable 
for drinking purposes ; that the same distinct declarations 
were made by some witnesses as to its having had a 
disagreeable taste and offensive smell (although in Gates- 
head this was stated to have happened in other years 
besides 1853), whilst, on the other hand, similar statements 
were made by others as to their never having noticed 
anything of the kind; but that no one in Gateshead 
appeared to have heard of any such offensive changes in 
the water of ordinarily good wells and springs, as were 
alleged to have occurred in some cases in Newcastle ; that 
while one witness was of opinion that the water was such 
as would predispose the public generally to diarrhcaa, and 
so render them more susceptible of cholera, others ex- 
pressed themselves to the effect that the use of it had not 
had any material, or at all events directly traceable, effect 
on the virulence of the epidemic ; that the nature of the 
water supply in Gateshead, viz., in respect of its being but 
very rarely introduced into the interior of the houses, is 
defective, as in Newcastle, and in respect of its being less 
often introduced into any part of the premises, appears to 
be still more so ; and that the extent of it, although greatly 
increased under the auspices of the existing Company, is 
still inadequate to the wants or necessities, especially of 
the poorer classes; that in a few instances, the Local 
Board have exercised their powers under the Public Health 
Act of compelling houseowners or occupiers, under certain 
circumstances, to provide their houses with water; but 
that the powers in question have not been fhlly adequate 
to the purpose in view, owing to the doubt whether the 
word* 'house" there can be construed to apply to a tene- 
ment or part of a house, such tenements being the only 
dwellings in Gateshead now destitute of a water supply. 

That, with reference to the cost of the late epidemic In 
Gateshead, it appears that an expense of about £1,278 was 
incurred by the Board of Guardians for immediate services ;. 
that a public subscription of about £600 was similarly 
expended; that an annual expense of about £450 was 
incurred for the maintenance of persons thereby rendered 
chargeable to the poor rates, which, at only six years* 
purchase would amount to £2,700 ; so that, without con- 
sidering the loss arising fh>m stoppage of trade, &&, and. 
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which must hATO been very considerable, the cost of the 
recent outbreak will have amounted to some £4,600, or 
more than the whole public expenditure of the Local Board 
during the two years of its existence ; and all, as before 
observed, in respect of Newcastle, without the slightest 
benefit to the town, and without the slightest defence or 
guarantee having been thereby obtained against the re- 
currence of a similar calamity and expense. 
♦ 

NEWCASTLE AND GATESHEAD DISTRICT 
CHURCH LEAjSEHOLDERS ASSOCIATIOK. 

AT a GENERAL MEETING of the Aaaociation, 
held on the 14th of August, 1854, in the Town- 
hall, Gateshead, 

JOHN BARRAS, Esq., J.P., in the Chair, 
The Secretary (Mr. W. H. Brockett) read a Report of 
the Proceedings which had taken place in reference to 
the Episcopal and Capitular Estates Management Act, 
1854 ; and it was unanimously resolved :^ 
On the motion of William Gray, Esq., 
Seconded bv Francis Bennett, Esq., 

1. That the Report just read be received and 
approved. 

On the motion of George Hawks, Esq., 
Seconded by William Wylam, Esq,, 

2. That the very best thanks of this meeting be 
given to the Secretuy, Mr. Brockett, for his in- 
valuable services and assistance in promoting the 
passing of the Capitular and Episcopal Estates Manage- 
ment BUI in its present form, by which so many im- 
portant facilities for enfranchisement have been 
secured ; and, also, that the best thanks of this meet- 
ing be given to Mr. J. S. Forster, ior his valuable 
assistance to the Secretary. 

On the motion of Charles Rayne, Esq., 
Seconded by N. Andrews, Esq., 

3. That in order to meet the expenses which have 
been, and may be incurred in connection with the 
association, the leaseholders be requested to pay their 
assessment of threepence in the pound as soon as 
possible. 

On the motion of J. S. Forster, Esq., 
Seconded by G. J. Kenmir, Esq., 

4. That the leaseholders of the districts of Durham 
and Sunderland be also requested to contribute their 
quota of the assessment, the efiorts of the association 
having been made in their service, as well as that of 
other districts. 

On the motion of R. C. Forster, Esq., 
Seconded by George Hawks, Esq., 

5. That the thanks of the association be and are here- 
by voted to Mr. Hutt, the member for this borough, 
for the valuable assistance he rendered to the deputa- 
tion. That the thuilcs of the association be also nven 
to the other members of the legislature who took an 
active part in promoting the success of the bill. 

JOHN BARRAS, Chairman. 
The Chiurman having left the chair, the Thanks of 
the Meeting were voted to him for his services. 
Gateshead, August 14, 1854. 

♦ ■ -. - 

NOTICE is hereby given, that, on the Sixteenth 
Day of October next, application will be made to 
Her Majesty's Justices of the Peace, assembled at 
Quarter Sessions, in and for the County of Durham, 
at Durham, in the said County, for an Order for 
turning, diverting, and stoppiDg-up entirely, a certain 
FOOTWAY, measuring Two Hundred and Seventy- 
Five Yards or thereabouts in length, situate in the 



Parish of Gateshead, in the Borough of Gateshead, in 
the said County of Durham, at or near to the Team 
Rivulet, and commencing at a point at the side of a 
Turnpike Road leading from Gateshead to Hexham, 
where the said road crosses the Team Rivulet, and 
extending across a Field belonging to and in the 
occupation of Robert Stirling Newall, and terminating 
at a point at or near the North Comer of the said 
Field ; in lieu of which said Footway, a new Footway, 
measuring Two Hundred and Seventy-Three Yards 
or thereabouts in length, commencing at the said 
point at the aide of the Turnpike Road leading from 
Gateshead to Hexham, where the said Road crosses 
the Team Rivulet, and extending across a part of the 
said Field belonging to and in the occupation of 
Robert Stirling Newall, on the East Side of the said 
old Footway, and terminating at the said point, at or 
near the North Comer of the said Field, is intended 
to be made and provided for the Public, in and 
through Land belonging to the said Robert Stirling 
Newall, and which proposed Footway will be nearer 
and more commodious to the Public than the Footwav 
just mentioned, and proposed to be tmned, diverted, 
and stopped-up. 

Notice is herdy atso ffiven, that the Certificate of 
Two Justices having viewed the said Footway pro- 
posed to be turned, diverted, and stopped-up, with the 
i'lan of the old and proposed new Footway, will be 
lodged with the Clerk of the Peace for the saaa County 
of Durham, on the Sixteenth day of September next. 

Dated this twelfth day of August, one thousand 
eight hundred and fiftv four. 

Gateshead Bible Society. — The annual meeting 
was held on Thursday, Aug. 17, in the hall of the 
Mechanics' Institute, and was more numerously at- 
tended than usual. The chair was taken by the 
having been read, with also the general balance-sheet. 
Auxiliary, Ladies', Mechanics' and Felling Societies, 
Mayor, (David Haggie, Esq.) The reports of the 
it appeared that 778 Bibles and Testaments had been 
issued during the year, and that, after meeting all 
engagements, a balance remained in hand of £28 16s. 
lid. Upwards of £52 had been contributed to the 
fund for circulating a Chinese translation of the New 
Testament in the Celestial Empire ; and the Rev. C. 
R. Alford, of Doncaster, the deputation from the 
Parent Society, stated that, instead of sending, as 
originally proposed, one million Testaments to China, 
the liberality of the British public had sufficed to 
double the number. The total receipts of the year, 
for ordinary purposes, in aid of the Jubilee and Chinese 
Funds, had exceeded £222,000 by several hundreds of 
pounds— a larger annual income than had ever before 
been realized by any society. The meeting was 
addressed by the Rev. Messrs. Speck, Herbert, 
Ingram, and Nelson, and by several laymen, and 
closed with a vote of thanks to the Mayor. 

Gateshead Dispensabt. — The Building Committee 
met on Aug. 17, (Mr. Alderman Smith in the chair,) 
when arrangements were made for a canvass to com- 
plete the building fund. A letter was read from Mr. 
William Cook, who, being unable to attend the meet- 
ing, made a written intimation of a subscription of 
£25 from Ralph Walters, Esq. Several other new 
subscriptions were aimoimced, and the meeting was 
adjourned to Thursday, Aug. 24. The Dean of Dur- 
ham has since subscribed £50, 
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Gatbsheap Poor Law Union. — A special meeting 
was held on Au^. 16. Present : — The Chairman (Mr. 
Garbutt). the Yice-Ohairman ^Mr. Aid. Bobson), and 
Messrs. Makepeace, Clark (William), Anderson, Bag- 
nail, Simpson, Smith, Sowerby, Greene, Hodgson, 
Cook, Clark (Robert), and Brinton. Messrs. M'Allnm 
(Heworth), Wilson (Gateshead), Davis (Wrekenton), 
and Callander (Greenside), medical officers, were in 
attendance, and reported upon the state of the public 
health in their several districts. It appeared that the 
ordinary autumnal diarrhoea was somewhat more 
prevalent than usual, but Mr. Wilson had had no case 
of Asiatic cholera beyond the one reported last week. 
Mr. M^Allum said there had been a fiEital case at 
BiUquay, but it was not of local origin. A sailor had 
been landed from a vessel mortally ill, and died on 
Monday within 18 hours. He had been seized on the 
Thames, and continued better and worse for 10 or 12 
days. Mr. M'Allum said he had been called to no 
case of diarrhoea in the clean locality of High Felling ; 
but the disease prevailed in the ]x>w Felling, where 
there was much uncleanliness. Mr. Makepeace said 
the Low Felling was in a filthy state :— tnere were 
places in which he might almost say you could see 
the smell. Mr. Bagnall reported upon the sanitary 
measures which had been adopted at Winlaton. Mr. 
Hodgson expressed a hope that enough had been said 
to stimulate individuals and authorities to attend to 
the removal of nuisances. He thought, however, 
no further steps need be taken that day, and would 
move that the further consideration of the subject be 
deferred until next board-day. Mr. Greene seconded 
the motion, and congratulated the meeting that the 
union, on the whole, was in much the same state of 
health as ordinarily prevailed at this season of the 
year. — The motion was unanimously carried. 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE GATESHEAD OBSERVER. 

SiE, — I was pleased to learn, from last week's 
Observer^ that Mr. Bobert Warden is a candidate lor 
the office of superintendent of the Gateshead Baths 
and Washhouses. 

Having worked with Mr. Warden as a local Sani- 
tary Beformer, I can bear testimony to his intelligence 
and zeal in sanitary afiairs, which render him a valu- 
able man in carrying out the intentions of the 
promoters of the institution. He is an active, indus- 
trious mechanic, and practically acquainted with the 
particular manipulations that would be required of him 
m such a situation. 

A more suitable person there cannot be, and I 
earnestly trust that the town-council will do the 
borough the service of securing such a one. 

Yours truly, 

Gateshead, August 16, 1^54. F. D. 

(The Council will no doubt throw the place open to 
competition, and make the appointment on public 
grounds.— Ed. G.O.) 

SiBy — I am glad to find that what I said in my last 
letter concerning the Building Fund of the Dispensary 
is so fully realized. The New Dispensary seems to be 
the popular subject of the day in Gateshead. The 
people seem almost to have forgotten the Bussian war ; 
and the New Dispensary is all the go. Our working 
population, I am glad to see, are taken hold of neck 
and heels : and there is going to be a smart contest 
amongst the noble craftsmen of our large manufjeicto- 



ries on both sides of the Ty ne as to who is to be at the 
head of the poll. Messrs. Stephenson & Co.'s work- 
men, who are eter foremost in works of charitv, say 
they will be at the head : — ^in feict, they have oegun 
to get up the steam already. Messrs. Hawthorn's 
men say they will do their best for so good an institu- 
tion ; and others on the Newcastle side have said the 
same. I have no doubt, Mr. Editor, but the New- 
castle lads will behave nobly : but still, I believe our 
true Britons in Gateshead will do better, and go ahead 
of all competition. OurHawks's, Abbot's, Allhusen's, 
Gray & Crow's, Pattinson & Co.'s, and many others, 
will do credit to themselves, to the noble institution 
for which their aid is needed, and to Gateshead. This 
will be like all contested elections : — ^those who make 
the best canvass, will be at the head of the poll. 
I am, Mr. Editor, 
A Hearty Well Wisher to the Dispensary. 
Gateshead, August 18, 1854. 



Sir, — In your paper of last week, you have an 
article on "The Cholera.'" In your concluding 
remarks you praise our Town Surveyor's plan for ^e 
removal of nlth in Gateshead. I for one readily 
admit he is deserving of praise for his timely project ; 
and I would still award him more, if he or anv of his 
staff would take a walk through any of our back lanes, 
to view the overheaped middensteads which are left t9 
accumulate for the convenience of the contractor. 

For my own part, I think the oftener the contents 
are removed the better it will be for the poor people, 
who are compelled to bear the unpleasant effluvia 
arising from the decomposition of the multi&rious 
matter which is allowed to remain longer than there 
is any necessity. Many a tenant is compelled to tole- 
rate abominable nuisances, rather than incur his land- 
lord's displeasure for making known his selfish neg- 
lect. Therefore, I again repeat, it is absolutely 
necessary for us to have some one employed to see 
that the contractor and landlords do their duty towards 
the people of Gateshead. 

If our Local Board of Health do not endeavour to 
remedy the above grievances, it will certainly prove 
that they are not doing their duty to us, nor are they 
taking means to prevent the union ot Cholera with 
Dirt, which is believed to be the prolific source of 
disease and death.- 

In conclusion, I beg to ofTer another suggestion to 
the gentlemen who compose our Local Board of 
Health, and sincerely hope they will carry it out :— < 
namely, that they will make arrangements for con- 
suming the smoke wluch will be made at the Public 
Baths and Laundries, and by that means set an 
example to our manufacturers, and also prove to them 
that it is practicable, and can be done, so that Gates- 
head may not continually be enveloped in murky 
clouds of smoke, and our sliops and dwellings filled 
with soot. 

Hoping that the above suggestions will be attended 
to by the guardians of the public health, 

I remain, sir, yours respectfully, 

WlLLIiM DlNQWALL, 

Gateshead, August 15, 1854. 

» 

Mr. Tom Taylor has been appointed Secretary to 
the new Board of Health, with an annual salary of 
^1,000. 
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GATESHEAD POOR LAW UNION. 

BoASD Room, August 22.— Present :— The Chair- 
man and Vice-chairman (Mr. Garbutt and Mr. Aid. 
Robson), and Messrs. Anderson, Makepeace, Cook, 
Smith, Green, Hodgson, Sowerby, Brmton, Claik 
(William), and Tomlin. 

The Clbsk read the minutes, and submitted the 
usual papers. The cheques to be issued amounted to 
£650 138. lOd. ; the balance in the Treasurer's hands 
was £957 158. lOd. ; surplus, ;£307 28. Whickham 
was j£l84 10s. in arrear, (out was understood to have 
paid in £32 since the account was made up). The other 
parishes were £231 5s. in advance. The Finance 
Committee estimated that £6,880 would be required 
for the half-year commencing with October, and re- 
commended that calls be made as follows : — Gates- 
head, £3,000; Heworth, £1,100; Chopwell, £100; 
Crawcrook, £110; Ryton, £170; Ryton Woodside, 
£280; Stella, £120; Whickham, £950; Winlaton, 
£1,050; to carry out which recommendation, a 
resolution, moved by the Vicb-Chairman, and 
seconded by Mr. Aid. Smith, was agreed to. 

Some routine business having been transacted, a cir- 
cular was read from the Poor Law Board, suggesting 
the abatement of nuisances in the union, the avoidance 
of overcrowding in the workhouse, and other sanitary 
precautions. Mr. Makepeace, in reply to the Chair- 
man, made a verbal report of the proceedings of the 
Heworth Committee ox Guardians, and spoke very 
highly of the conduct of Mr. Davison, of the rural 
police, as a gratuitous inspector of nuisances. The 
Chairman referred to a communication from the 
Whickham Committee as to the appointment of an 
inspector. The Vice-chairman moved that each 
Committee in the union have power to appoint an 
inspector at a reasonable rate of remuneration. The 
motion was seconded by Mr. Makepeace, supported 
by Mr. Hodgson, and adopted. 

Mr. Makepeace inquired if, in the case of Mr. 
Counsellor, a tender of the sum of £100, awarded to 
him for his services in 1853, had been made in due 
form of law ? and, after a short conversation, it was 
resolved that such a tender be made. 

Mr. Hodgson brought forward his motion as to the 
salary of Mr. Usher, assistant overseer and collector 
of rates in Gateshead, who, he said, was not so well 
remunerated as similar officers in the neighbourhood. 
When he entered upon his office, a few years ago, the 
entries in the rate-book were but 1,554, and now they 
were 3,523 ; while the rateable value of the property 
had risen from £40,000 to £55,000. His duties were 

Eroportionately increased ; and, in discharging them, 
e had, as they all knew, to go over a wide range of 
ground. He ought to be as fairly paid as other officers 
in the district holding like appointments. They all 
knew how well he discharged his duties — how 
efficiently and how creditably ; and he would move 
that his salary be raised from £120 a-year to £150. 

Mr. Smith seconded the motion, and said he was 
sure no ratepayer would complain of the increase, 
when it was known how the same duties were recom- 
pensed In Newcastle, as shown in the following 
table :- 

Popu- BateaUe Bate- g^, 
UtioD. Value, payers. »»*»^- * 

All Saints' 86,110 ... £59,000 ... 3,000 ... £200 

St Andrew's 15,639 ... 60,000 ... 2,000 ... 160 

St. Nicholas's .... 5,361 ... 26,000 ... 682 ... 160 

St John's 9,868 ... 29,000 ... 800 ... 160 

Westgate 16,479 ... 30,000 ... 2,000 ... 160 



These were the £etcts as to Newcastle :^in Gateshead, 
with a population of 25,000, a rateable value of 
£65,000, and 3,523 ratepayers, Mr. Usher had but 
£120. Under these circumstances, he thought the 
proposal &ir and reasonable, and had great pleasure 
m seconding it. 

Mr. BaiNTON said, he liad no desire to prevent Mr. 
Usher or any other public servant from oeing fairly 
paid for his labours ; but it was perfectly well Known 
that his duties were more than any one man could 
prooerly perform, and no increase of salary would en- 
able him to do more work. There were great com 
plaints about the imperfect collection of the rates, and 
especially in the outskirts. There were also losses by 
removals not being attended to ; and these were evils 
not to be cured by any increase of salary. The better 
course, he thought, would be to let the ratepayers ap^ 
point another officer. 

Mr. Greene also demurred to Mr. Hodgson's pro- 
posal. He would leave the present question with the 
overseers, who best knew what was needful to be 
done. They must be careful how they increased the 
burdens ot the ratepayers. At the present moment 
they were calling for an increased levy, previous calls 
having been too small. 

Mr. Makepeace said, he had himself heard Mr. 
Usher state his duties to be more than any one man 
could discharge. Often when you called at his office 
there was nobody in : — ^which must be the case, for 
Mr. Usher had to go out to collect. If an assistant 
overseer and a collector ol rates were appointed, there 
could be one in and one out. The proposed increase 
would only enable Mr. Usher to procure the aid of a 
boy. He would move that an assistant overseer be 
appointed. 

Mr. HoDOSON said, he had no wish to persist in a 
motion that was not acceptable to the Board. He had 
not before l^ard ot those complaints which Mr. 
Brinton said Tirere so general. He liad been himself 
three years ex officio an overseer, and always found 
Mr. Usher attentive to his duties. The present 
motion was intended to enable Mr. Usher to pro- 
bure assistance, as he was prepared to do ; but if the 
Board considered it would be better to have another 
officer appointed, he would withdraw his motion, and 
the question could be taken up at a future meeting. 
Mr. Greene had referred to the increased levy ; but 
the &ct simply was, that whereas the ratepayers had 
paid too little before, they must now pay a little 
more. 

Mr. Smith said, in All Saints', Newcastle, it had 
been thought better, when in the same position as 
Gateshead, not to appoint another officer, but to 
advance Mr. Gray*s salary, and let him get assistance. 

Mr. ToxLiN observed, that such a course was to 
give to a servant the power which belonged to the 
ratepayers. He wished to know if Mr. Usher did not 
hold some other office. 

The Chaisman said he was a sub-registrar of births 
and marriages, (which, we understood some Guardian 
to state, brought him in £40 a-year). 

Mr. Gbeenb concurred in the opinion tliat the 
public should appoint its own servants. The duties 
thrown upon Mr. Usher were certainly not sufficiently 
remunerated — the salaiy was less than in other 
instances ; and while in Newcastle a parish consisted 
of no more than a few streets, Gateshead had a wide 
outlying district, including the Fell. 

The Chaibmak was sorry this subject had been 
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brought forward. He thought they were treading on 
the toes of anotiier public bodv. They had no proof 
that the overseers approved the present movement. 
He would not go into the question whether the duties 
of the oflBce were well or ill performed. He would 
simply observe, that with the exception of Mr. Usher 
no other officer of the kind held his appointment in 
the union from the Board ; and whenever a vacancy 
occurred, the Bou^ in Iiondon surrendered to the 
ratepayers the powers which of right belonged to them, 
and which had been ursurped. He would urge Mr. 
Hodgson to withdraw his motion j and if the church- 
wardens and overseers thought it requisite that any 
steps should be taken, he nad no doubt that this 
Board would facilitate any proper arrangement. 

Mr. Hodgson, with Mr. Smith's consent, withdrew 
the motion j and the Board proceeded to the relief of 
the poor. 

BUILDING FUND. 

LIST of the SUBSCRIBERS to the FUND for nro- 
curing a BUILDING for the GATESHEAD 
DISPENSARY. 



Cuthbert Ellison £380 

WniUmKell 60 

Joseph Garuett ... 50 

Gray & Crow 50 

Hawks, Crawshay, 

&Sons 60 

The Dean of Dur- 
ham 60 

William Hutt,M.P. 25 
wmiamHutt,M.P., 
forSelf and Part- 
ners, (Marley 
Hill Colliery) ... 25 
lord Ravensworth 26 

John Ban-as 25 

John Greene 26 

R. 8. Newall & Co. 26 
The BoronghMagJg- 

trates 25 

lUlph Walters 25 

WiUiam Brown ... 21 C 
Joseph Robson ... 20 

John Abbot 20 

Mrs. Bewick 20 

B. W. Hodffson ... 15 15 

JohnColman 10 10 

Henry Brady 10 10 

Rev. Dr. Davies... 10 10 
J. W. Swinburne... 10 10 

G. J. Keninir 10 10 

John Akenhead ... 10 10 
Michael Greene ... 10 10 

O. H.Ramsay 10 10 

Henry Smith 10 10 

Rev. W. Atkinson. 10 10 
Hapgic Brothers... 10 10 
Mrs. Grahamsley.. 10 10 
William Wailes ... 10 10 
G. T. Gibson 10 10 



Thomas Wilson ... 10 

Robert Ormston... 10 

A«pdin, Ord, & Co. 10 

R. D. Shafto, M.P. 10 

J. G. Abbot 10 

Edmund Graham 10 

Joseph Hawks 10 

C. J. Pearson 5 6 

Robert Davis 5 6 

^VilliamCook 5 5 

Francis Bennett ... 6 6 

E. Charlton, M.D. 5 6 

D. Embleton, M D. 5 6 



D. B. White, M.D. £5 6 
William Hymen... 6 6 

J. A. Hymers 5 6 

George Bell 6 5 

George Boyd 5 5 

George Greene ... 5 6 
Ralph Coulthard ft 

Co 6 5 

Owners of Oakwell- 

gate Colliery ... 5 5 
LambtonftCo. ... 6 5 
Newcastle ft Gates- 
head Gas Com- 
pany 6 6 

Samuel NeviUe ... 6 6 

W. Watson, jun.... 6 5 

Ralph Wylaa 6 6 

John Potts 6 

Rev. D. Akenhead 6 

John Sowerby 6 

John Fenwick 5 

James Pollock 6 

George Brinton ... 6 

J. ftj. Kimpster... 6 

Joseph Cowen 5 

Rev. John ColUnson 6 

W. Barkus, jun. ... 6 

Joseph Laycock ... 6 

E. Richardson 6 

Thomas Morland... 6 

C. Garbutt ft Bon . 5 

Thomas Hewett ... 6 

Ralph Carr 6 

C. Allhusen 5 

William Kimpster. 5 

James Smith 4 4 

A. Hood ft Co 3 3 

John Davidson ... 3 3 

William Douglas... 2 2 

George Hunter ... 2 2 

John Lister 2 2 

B. Matchitt 2 2 

William Wylam ... 2 2 

WiUiamHall 2 2 

William Robinson. 2 8 

John Tickers 8 2 

Dr. Tinniswood ... 8 2 

John Clark 2 2 

F. P. lonn 2 2 

Benjamin Gray ... 2 2 

WiUiam Wilson ... 2 2 

John Wilson 2 2 



2 



James Joieey £8 

J. B. Howey 8 

James Hewitt 2 

Gaddy ft Lamb ... 2 
T. Featherston ... 2 
William Muschamp 2 

John Ormston 2 

BiiflsMamy 8 

W. E. Broekett ... 8 
Forster Walker ... 8 
William Beaumont 8 

S. A, CaU 2 

Thomas Sowerby. . . 2 

J. Phillips 2 

William Daggett... 2 
Edward Mounsey . 8 
J. Lawrence, jun. 8 
H. Watson ft Co.... 2 

A Friend 8 

PhiUp Smith 8 

James Wilson 2 

R. Wake 2 

Mrs. Akenhead ... 2 
WiUiam Ridley ... 8 
J. H. ft T.Richard- 
son 

C. M. Masterton 

John Clayton 2 

Collection at a Pub- 
lic Meeting held 
at the Grey 
Horse, 1st April. 

H. L. Monro 

James Clephan ... 
Joseph dephau ... 

B. J. Prockter 

William Snowball . 

John Strong 

I. L. BeU 

Thomas Bell 

William Wright ... 

George Brown 

James Hedley 

R. J. Morrow ,.,».. 
Mather ft Reed ... 
Ebenezer Robson.. 

George SUl 

A Friend 

Robert Watson ... 

John Watson 

W. J. Van Haans- 

bergen 

John Harrison 

W. B. Ogden 

A Friend 

John Robertson ... 
J. W. Robinson ... 
Benjamin Bigger .. 

S. ft E. Culley 

G. Sissons 

W. Joieey 

J. T. Barker 

Mounsey ft P Anson 

George Little 

Mrs. Coulson 

G. W. Beckwith ... 

J. T. Carr 

J. B. Alexander ... 

W. Yellowley 

Joshua Watson ... 
James Turner 



R. Vernon £1 

R. H. Wilson 1 

J. a Forster 1 

John Woolston ... 1 

Joseph Fairs 1 

W. C. Green weU... 1 

JohnSkelton 1 

Friend 1 

J.Jordan 1 

Rkhardaon&Cozon 1 

Henry In^edew... 1 

James BnowbaU ... 1 

William Hay 1 

Anthony Parker ... 1 

JohnGlabolm 1 

James Amott 1 

Thomas Simpson... 1 

WUliam Dooi^aas . 1 

R. S. Stanley I 

James Robson I 

Peter Davidson ... 1 

John Bomup 1 



H. A. WUkinson .. 1 

Rev. C. Moody ... 1 

Thomas Bowman.. 1 

J. ft W. Robson ... 1 

A Lady Friend ... 1 

WilliamBulcraig... 1 

P.J. Main 1 

Capt. Taylor 10 

R. Currie 10 

B.Morton 10 

Capt. Storey t 10 

C.B.F.Thiedemenn 10 

Ifrs. Wakefield ... 10 

Richard Crowley... 10 

Joseph Maughan... 10 

Thomas WiUdn ... 10 

William Clayton... 10 

A Friend 10 

John Angus 10 

R. Robson 10 

F. Stamford 10 

C. F. Springmann 10 

JohnGoodfellow... 10 

W. Atkin 10 

Henry Dunn 10 

Thomas SiU 10 

Alfred Debenham . 10 

Thomas Atkinson.. 10 

R. Brown 7 

A Friend (per Mr. 

Snowball) 6 

A Friend 6 

A Friend 6 

E. LiddeU 6 

A Young Man 5 

A Friend 6 

John Crimson 5i 

Miss Allan 6 

A Friend 6 

John Ismay 5 

W. Armstrong 6 

A Friend 2 

A Friend 8 

A Friend 8 

WUliam Wilson ... 2 

W. Richardson ... 2 

Thomas Hogg 2 

— Richardson 2 

A. Atchison 8 



Subscribers' Names will be thankfully received by 
the Treasurer of the Building Fund. John Gsbsns, 
Esq. ; by John Kimpstbk, Esq., Treasurer of the 
Dispensary : by the Secretary ; or at the Office of the 
Gateshead Observer, 

WILLIAM KELL, Hon. Sec. 

40, High'Btreet, Gateshead, Sepftember, 1854. 
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GATESHEAD POOR LAW UNION. 

BoJLAB Room, Tubsday, Sept. 6.— Present :— Mr. 
John Sowerby (in the chair), Mr. H. Q. Liddell, 
M.P., and Messrs. Anderson, Clark (William), Brin- 
ton. Smith, Makepeace, and BagnalL 

The OI.EBK reaa the minutes, &c. The cheques to 
be issued amounted to £255. The balance in the 
Ti-easurer's hands was £1,093 28., giving a surplus of 
£838 23. Whickham was £332 in arrear, and Winla- 
ton £101 10s. : the other districts in the union were 
all paid up. Owing (s{dd the Clerk) to the absence of 
Mr. Kell on the Continent, no tender had yet been 
made to Mr. Counsellor of the £100 awarded to him 
by the Board ; but it was arranged that he should 
have an opportunity afforded him of making such 
tender before any costs were incurred. 

Mr. Makepeace reported that the Heworth Com- 
mittee had resolved to recommend the appointment of 
Sergt. Davidson as inspector of nuisances,' with a pay- 
ment of 5s. per week. He had proved himself very 
efiective in tnis capacity ; and if, 4s was probable, he 
should not be able to attend to the whole of Heworth, 
an assistant might be appointed for part of the district. 
He was happy to say tnat considerable improvement 
had been effected in the sanitaiy condition of the 
place. 

Mr. Aid. Smith thought it might be well to come 
to some arrangement as to a scale of payment for the 
whole union. 

Mr. Baqnall, who reported the sanitary labours of 
his own district, concurred with Mr. Smith. They 
were anxious at Winlaton to have some general scale 
laid down. He doubted, also, whether it would be 
right in the Boai-d to appoint tlie servants of other 
paHies to the office. 

It was ordered that the subject stand over to 
another meeting. 

Some routine business was transacted, and the 
Boud proceeded to the relief of the poor. 



Gateshead Dispbhsabt.— The Dispensary Com- 
mittee on Sept. 5 (Mr. S. Call in the chair), and the 
Building Committee on September 6 (Mr. Aid. Smith 
in the chair), assembled for the transaction of business. 
From the statements which were made it appeared 
that the building fund was going on prosperously, and 
promised to be, eventually, adequate to its object. 
The Building Committee were mucn gratified with the 
willingness which they had witnessed among the sons 
of industiy to aid the present project— Messrs. Smith 
and Kimpster handing in the joint contributions of 
the workmen of Mr. John Wilson, builder, and of the 
assistants of Mr. William Snowball, draper, as an 
earnest of what may be expected from such sources. 
Additional subscriptions : — 



Trinity HonBe £26 5 

Crowley, Milliiig- 

ton, & Co 20 

John Potts 10 10 

R. Coulthard& Co. 10 10 
Charles Balmer ... 5 6 
Matthew Plummer 6 
William Snowball's 

Aseistants 12 6 

B.Morton 110 

John Anderson & 

Ca 110 

Edmund Graham, 

jun 110 



Charles FAnson .. £1 1 

Edward Joicey ... 1 1 

JohnJoicey 110 

Anthony Nichol ... 110 

R.M. Allan 110 

George Palmer ... 1 1 

George Stokoe 110 

John Usher 110 

Thomas Chicken... 110 

Joseph Dean 110 

T. A 10 

A Friend 6 

Samuel Thompson 4 6 



Open Air Ssbyioes of thb Church. — We have 
from time to time recorded the commencement, by 
clergymen of the Established Church, of open-air 
services. The clergy of Gateshead are now to be 
added to the number. The Rector (Dr. Davies) last 
night (Sept. S) collected a congregation imder the 
High Level Bridge in Pipewellgate, and preached horn, 
Col. i, 28, on the Christian ministry — its leading sub- 
ject and ultimate design. 

The Queen's Visit.— Her Majesty, Prince Albert, 
and the royal children, passed through Gateshead and 
Newcastle, on Sept. 14, on their way to Edinburgh 
and Balmoral. Their stay in Newcastle did not exceed 
five minutes; and, in accordance with the veiy 
natural wish of the Queen, the public were not ad- 
mitted to the Centrsd Station ; out passengers who 
arrived from various parts, previous to the royal 
advent, remained inside until the royal exodus. The 
Chief Magistrate ot Newcastle was present, in honour 
of the Chief Magistrate of England. Also, Comet 
Winfiield, with a troop of the 1st Dragoon Guards, 
and Cai>t. Hussey, with a com^ny of the 26lJi 
Cameronians. Outside the station, wherever a 
chance was afforded of obtaining a peep at the princely 
passengers, spectators had stationed themselves aU 
over the two towns ; for, without any advertisement, 
everybody had got to know that "the Queen was 
coming;*' and knew, too, the exact time. At 20 
minutes past 3 the royal train had to be at the New- 
castle station ; and there it was — to a minute. A 
pilot engine was in advance — another engine behind. 
The train came from London to York by the Great 
Northern ; and, like all the trains of that line, had a 
plain, solid, substantial aspect — ^yet elegant and grace- 
lul withal. It bore, of course, the customanr monster 
railway crown. The Queen, Prince Albei-t, and 
Princess Royal were in one carriage : — the Countess 
Mount Edgcombe, the Prince of Wales, and oUier 
royal children, in another. Sir George Grey is the 
Secretary of State in attendance upon Her Majesty. 
The Queen was loudly cheered on her departure, and 
bowed her acknowled|;ment8. On the North Eastern 
line, the train was driven, from York to Darlington, 
by Thomas Maddison ; fr^m Darlington to Newcastle, 
by Matthew Burdis ; from Newcastle to Bilton, by 
Joseph Elliott; and from Bilton to Berwick, by 
Thomas Brown ; all express enginemen. The train 
reached Edinburgh at a quarter to 7, having been no 
more than 10 hours and three quarters on the road 
from London. Her Majesty returns by way of New- 
castle on the 30th inst. 

Gateshead Dispensart.— -We have the gratifica- 
tion of announcing that the excellent choir of St. 
John's church, Gateshead Fell, will give a concert, on 
Sept. 26, for the benefit of the Buildmg Fund. The 
Mayor of Newcastle (Ralph Dodds, Esq.) has, in the 
most handsome and neighbourly spirit, made a 
donation of £5, Mr. T. Hewett, too, who had already 
put down his name for that sum, taking into con- 
sideration the difficulty of raising the closing (compared 
with the commencing) hundreds of a fund, and 
willing to encourage those who, like Mr. Kimpster, 
Mr. Aid. Smith, and other zealous friends of the 
charity, are exerting themselves so industriously to 
secure it a fitting habitation, has come forward and 
i-aised his contribution to £10 10s. :— an example 
which, we have reason to believe, will be followed by 
others. Mr. John Potts, Mr. R. Coulthard, Mr. B. 
J. Prockter, and one or two more, had already taken 
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this step : and such ifl the spirit mamfiested by the 
friends ot the institution, that the least sanguine, 
now, begin to feel confident of success. 



a R FtUconar £B 6 

WiUiam Dunn 2 2 

Jonaihsn Rolnon ... 2 2 
Wm. Brown, Mount 

Pleasant 110 

John GolighUy 110 

Bobert Thompson... 110 
W. B. liahman 110 



W. Toang 110 

Joseph Heald 110 

George Angus 110 

Isaac Hetherington, 110 

W.Dickinson 1 

Robinson & Son 10 6 

Charles Birney 10 6 

W. Loades 10 6 



CHURCH LEASEHOLDERS. 

Ah adjourned meetins of the Newcastle and Gateshead 
District Church LeaBehoIders' Association, was held 
on Monday, Sept. 11, in the Townhall, Gateshead, 
(Charles Ratne, Esq., of Wallsend, in the chair). 
Besides the Chairman there were present : — The Rev. 
William Hawks, and Messrs. R. C. Forster, Thomas 
Hewett, William Wylam, N. Andrews, Michael Hob- 
son, J. S. Forster, &c., &c. 

The Secretary (Mr. W. H. Bbockett) reported that 
he had communicated the thanks of the association to 
the peers and commoners who had assisted in passing 
the Episcopal and and Capitular Estates Bill, and had 
received renlies from Lord John Russell and others. 
The expenaiture, so feur, had been £94 7s. 6d., and 
^102 16s. 9d. had been received, leaving £S 9s. 3d. 
in hand, to meet outstanding claims amounting to 
from £60 to £70. Mr. B. stated the success, or the 
absence of it, resulting from applications for aid from 
Sunderland, Durham, Worcester, South Shields, and 
other districts benefitted by the passing of the bill. 

Mr. Hewett said, the costs incurred had been very 
reasonable, and he had no doubt the whole would be 
raised. Every one who had benefited by the bill 
would he ready to contribute to the costs. 

Mr. Wylam stated that Mr. Fairs, a very active 
person, had been appointed to complete the collection 
of the rates. 

Mr. Hewett : A very proper man. 

Mr. Hobson : A famous collector. 

The Chairman hoped that the arrears would be 
vigorously looked after. At Wallsend the late would 
be cheerfully paid. 

The Secretary stated that Mr. Thompson had un- 
dertaken to collect at Wallsend, and some progress 
bad been made. 

Mr. Hewett said, there were not only the expenses 
incurred to be defrayed, but a deep debt was owing 
to their invaluable Secretary, of whose kind services 
the leaseholdera were all fully sensible. Those services 
had been rendered unconditionally, and some decision 
should be come to as to the manner in which they 
should be requited. He wished that the association 
had been in a position to reward Mr. Brockett accord- 
ing to his deserts. That they could not do ; but he 
would propose that a gratuity of £100 be given to him 
in acknowledgment of his labours. (Applause.) 

The Rev. William Hawks seconded the motion. 
They must all, he said, have much pleasure in sup- 
porting such a proposal. Mr. Brockett's must have 
been a most arduous task, and he had performed it 
admirably. The lessees, whose interests he had so 
well served^ required nothing more from the lessors 
and the legislature than what they were justly entitled 
to. That was a matter, however, as to which there 
was some difference of opinion ; and it required con- 
siderable talent and energy to proeore such a bill aa 



would give the leaseholders a fait chance of attaining' 
their just rights. To state their case with proper 
ability, and to make Government and the members of 
the legislature fumiliar with it in all its bearings, was 
an essential requisite to success ; and the deputations* 
which had been got up, and the other means adopted 
in promotion of the bill, must have involved great, 
labour and self-sacrifice. That Mr. Brockett had 
been the main agent in accomplishing the work, evenr 
one cheerfully admitted ; and he had therefore mucn 
gratification in seconding the motion. (Applause.) 

The Chairman put the motion, and it was carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. Brockett returned thanks, and said, if the- 
measure should be accompanied by the wished-for re- 
sult, he would be more gratified by that reward than 
even by the handsome sum bestowed upon him by 
the association. 

In reply to the Chairman, Mr. Brockett stated that 
he was not aware that any leaseholder in this diocese 
had yet made application under the bill ; but in the 
diocese of Carlisle, where the property was already in 
the hands of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, an 
application had been made for renewal. The answer 
was, that no renewal would be granted, but the Com- 
missioners would receive any proposal for a purchase 
or sale of tlie property. He thought it would be de- 
sirable, that every lessee in this diocese, on the 
expiration of the term of seven years, sho Id 
immediately renew. 

There was some conversation as to the propriety of 
making immediate applications under the bill, and the 
general feeling seemed to be that the time was at 
hand when such a step should be taken. 

Thanks were voted to the Chairman, and the meet- 
ing was adjourned to Monday, October 9. 
^ 

DURHAM AND TYNE BRIDGE TURNPIKE 

KOAD AND BHANCH. 

NOTICE is hereby given, that a MEETING of the- 
Trustees of the said Road will be held at the 
Grey Horse Inn, in Gateshead, on Thursday, the 
Nineteenth day of October, one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-four, at 12 o'clock at noon; at 
which Meeting the Trustees present will, if they shall 
think fit, lessen and reduce the Tolls granted by the 
Local Act, and now taken and collected at the several 
Turnpikes, Tollgates, and Side Bars upon the said 
Road and Branch, to such sum or sums, and during 
such time, as the said Trustees shall think proper ;, 
such Reduction (if any) to commence from and after 
the First day of January now next ensuing ; and in 
case no Reduction of Toll shall be ordered at the 
said Meeting, the Trustees present will, if they shall 
think fit, make an Order for allowing Compositions ia 
lieu of Toll at Gateshead and Shipcote Gates, to be 
entered into upon such terms as the said Trusteea 
shall direct. 

By Order of the Trustees, 

JOSEPH WILLIS SWINBURNE, Clerk. 
^ ■' • ■ 

FOR SALE, by Private Contract, all that Freehold 
DWELLING HOUSE, containing Three Rooms 
and an Attic, with Yai*d and other conveniences, 
situate at Gateshead Low Fell, in the occupation of 
Mrs. Nicholson. 

For further particulars, apply to Mr. Geoeox Abk- 
STBOMa, Solicitor, Bridge-end, Gateshead. 
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REVENUE AND TRADE ; PAST AND 

PBBSENT. 

Thb Board of Trade tables may be reckoned, 
not only among the most interesting docmnents pub- 
lished by authority, but among the most agreeable 
also. As the verifiers of free-trade foresight, and 
refuters of those prophets of evil who were alter- 
nately croaking and yelling against the liberal 
commercial policy of Peel, they are invaluable : — 
and, more gratifying still, they are lessons for the 
instruction of other nations in those interchanges of 
peaceful intercourse by which the only true pros- 
perity of commerce is to be promoted. 

We have now before us the Trade and Naviga- 
tion Accounts of 1836 and 1853 — showing the 
relative extent of oar commercial transactions at 
the commencement and termination of a period of 
eighteen years ; and we deem the figures they 
reveal and the success they indicate so extraordi- 
nary as to merit the careful observation of every 
well-wisher of his country — not only in the Britidi 
empire but in every comer of the earth. 

Now, let us see the quantities of certain great 
articles of consumption that have been imported 
and exported in the years 1836 and 1853. 

We imported — 



Of wheat qrs. 

Of flour cwtfl. 

Of rice cwts. 

Of tea lbs. 

Of sugar (unrefined) cwts. 

Of tobacco lbs. 

Of wine gals. 

Of mm gals. 

Ofbnmdy gals. 

Of raw silk lbs. 

Of cotton wool cwts. 

Ofdoverseed cwts. 

Of hemp (undressed) cwts. 

Of tallow cwts. 

Ot timber loads 

Of hides (ontanned) cwts. 



852,061 



1863. 



923,969 
760,309 



Then, the declared value of our exports : — 



Ofcoal £332,861 £1,607.743 

Of earthenware 837,774 1,337,266 

Of gla88(notwith8tanding the im- 
portation of foreign glass) ... 663,384 618,461 

Ofhardware and cutlery 2,271,313 3,663,866 

Of iron and steel 2,342,674 10,848,082 

Of copper and brass: 1,072,344 1,861,689 

Of lead 224,981 373,260 

Of Un plates 368,843 1,181,296 

Ofsalt 173,923 272,267 

Of wool 332.374 422,072 

Of cotton manufactures 18,611,692 26,813,931 

Of silk manufactures 917.822 1,694,663 

Of linen manu&ctures 3,646,097 4,761 ,262 

Of wooUen manu&cturee 7,998,044 10,171,263 

Turning firom the merchandise to the shipping 
employed in its conveyance, we find the same as- 
tonishing and gratifying result. 

In 1836 and 1853, the vessels inwards in the 
foreign trade of the kingdom represented 3,132,367 
and 7*797)550 tons ; and in the coasting trade, 
10,337,545 and 12,820,745 tons. 



And over and above all this — and crowning evi- 
dence of the wisdom and poUoy of firee-trade— the 
returns of the revenue show that the receipts of Cua- 
toms (notwithstanding the immense reductions and 
immense abolitions of duties which have taken place 
of late years) were actually greater in 1853 than 
in 1836 — the latter year having produced only 
£21,943,089, whereas last year the net receipts 
amounted to £22,419,308. 

Facts and figures like these require neither note 
nor comment ; but they ought to be proclaimed on 
every shore and stereotyped on every heart. 
♦ 
GATESHEAD POOR LAW BOARD. 

Union Workhouse, Tuesday, Sept. 19. — Pre- 
sent :— Mr. Cornelius Qarbutt (Chairman); Messrs. 
Hodgson, Smith, Brinton, Anderson, Makepeace, 
Thompson, Bagnall, Gallon, and W. Clark ; and H. 
G. Liddell, Esq., M.P. 

The minutes were read, and the usual returns were 
laid upon the table. The number of inmates of the 
workhouse during the past fortnight had been 339 : 
corresponding fortnight of the past year. 309. The 
number of out-door paupers reheved in the fortnight 
had been 4,279, at a cost of £265 4s. 9id., ; cor- 
responding period last year, 3,967, at a cost of 
j£260 18s. 6d. ; showing an increase in number of 
312, and in cost of £4 6s. Oid. 

The Clbrk reported that the whole of the parishes 
had paid their arrears of call, with the exception of 
Whickham. Winlaton had paid £51 10s., which 
discharged the whole amount : Whickham had ^id 
£52 towards £332, leaving a balance of £280. The 
treasurer's balance in &vour of the union was 
£961 48. 6d. ; cheques issued this day, £616 12s. 8d.' ; 
leavings balance of £344 lis. lOd. 

Mr. Hodgson again drew attention to the position *3 
Whickham ; and moved that the Clerk be instructed 
to write to the churchwardens and overseers, statins 
that if the arrears were not discharged, the Board 
would be reluctantly compelled to take proceedings.— 
The motion was seconded by Mr. Bsinton, and 
adopted. 

The subject of appointing inspectors of nuisances 
for the out-parishes led to much conversation. A 
letter from G. H. Ramsay, Esq., was read by the 
Clerk ; in which that gentleman stated that, havine 
observed the appointment made by the Heworth 
guardians of a sei^eant of police as nuisance inspector, 
he had ascertained the feelings of his brother magis- 
trates, who had no objection to the police generally 
being appointed. From what he had seen, he 
believed such inspection would be very beneficial; 
and he hoped all the parishes would bestir themselves 
in time. He enclosed a letter from Major White, 
chief constable, in which the latter stated that, as the 
law forbade a constable receiving salaries for other 
occupations, he would recommend that, whatever 
remuneration was given to them, should be in the 
shape of a gratuity. 

The Chaibxan reported that two cases of cholera 
had occurred at Dunston, and one at SwalwelL One 
of the Dunston cases had proved &tal. The disease 
being now actually present among them, prompt 
action became necessary ; and, indeed, the regulations 
were pretty peremptory, because given under act of 
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parliament by the Gteneral Board of Health. He did 
Bot think reHering officers were proper parties to act 
as nuisance inspectors, because the Commissioners had 
directed that they should not hold any other parochial 
appointment whatever. 

Mr. Thompsoit said it was the opinion of the Winla- 
ton committee that Mr. Hall was a very fit and proper 
person, if he could hold the appointment. 

Mr. Makxpbacb begged to press the confirma- 
tion of Mr. Davison's appointment. 

With a view of meetiiu^ the views of all parties, Mr. 
Hodgson moved and Mr. Aid. Smith seconded a 
motion, to the efiect that Mr. Hall be appointed for 
Winlaton ; Mr. Ozwaldfor Whickham, Dunston, and 
Swalwell ; and Mr. Davison for Heworth ; that the 
Clerk write to the Commissioners stating under what 
circumstances ^e appointments were made — namely, 
on the recommendation ot parishes themselves ; that 
if the Commissioners made any objection as to the 
first two appointments, the Clerk should write to the 
parishes and request them to appoint the policemen. 
Mr. Hodgson said this resolution would prevent the 
parishes being kept without appointments.— Carried. 

Mr. Hodgson afterwards moved that the medical 
officers of the union should be instructed to provide 
themselves with any extra assistance Uiey might re- 
quire in their respective districts in case of cholera 
occurring among tne residentpoor-~the remuneration 
for such assistance to each officer not to exceed four 
finiineas a week ; that they report the appointments to 
the Clerk as soon as made; and that they be 
authorized to attend cases of emergency without any 
written order from the relieving officers. 

Mr. Gallon seconded the motion. 

Mr. Makspbaob moved as an amendment, that no 
such appointments be made by the medical officers 
without the sanction of the Guardians of the district, 
who as committees met daily and nightiy. He ap- 
peared to think there was at present no ground for 
such a step as Mr. Hodgson's motion contemplated. 
If it were round that the medical men were not able to 
attend to the wants of their parishes, there would be 
time enough to let them have assistance. But he 
thought that the parties who really were able to pay 
for medical assistance had abused the provision made 
by the Guardians; and he wished the Guardians 
to guard against the ill-feeling which had been 
thus cAused on former occasions. Of the 10,000 
inhabitants of Heworth, he did not think 
there were 2,000 who had not a regular medical 
attendant to whom they would apply in case of need. 
Mr. M. also condemned the system of house-to-house 
visitation, as doing more harm than good, by the 
alarm it caused among the inhabitants. At Heworth I 
people had become so terrified that they would not 
take their medicine. 

Mr. Hodgson would admit the force of Mr. Make- ! 
peace's remarks as to the pi ovision of medical assistance { 
being abused, but thougnt it was impossible to draw 
a line. 

Mr. Aid. Smith said his experience enabled him to 
bear his testimony to the very great benefit of house- 
to-house visitation. He believed if it had not been 
for this, and increased medical assistance, Wrekenton 
would have been completely depopulated. 

The Chaibman urged the propriety of arresting the 
progress of the disease in time. He said the village 
of Dunston was in a vei^ filthy state at the present 
moment. He reminded tne Board that the Kewcastle 



Guardians had already onAuized a staff of inspectionr 
and he hoped that if the cholera should come amongst 
them, it would not find them unprepared. On a 
former occasion their preparations hisMi been made in 
great haste, and thus much dissatis&ction had 
resulted. 

Mr. Makepsace was only anxious that the work 
should be done furly and honestly. He thought a 
line could be drawn as to who were the parties really 
requiring medical assistance, and that they should not 
give unlimited powers to the doctors. 

Mr. Clark seconded Mr. Makepeace's amendment. 

The conversation been concluded, the amendment 
was put to the vote, and lost : — the original motion 
was then carried. 

Mr. Hodgson said the Clerk, in his letters to the 
medical officers, would make it distinctiy understood 
that this was a precautionary measure, and not to be 
acted upon without due and proper cause for so doing, 

A committee of the Board having been formed to 
examine the tenders tor contracts to supply the work- 
house, it was resolved, in accordance with their re- 
commendation, that the tender of Mr. John Hopper, 
baker, be accepted for good seconds bread, at 6d. per 
4lb. loaf: good maslin bread, at 54d. per 41b. loaf. 
Mr. W. A. Robertson, for best fine flour, at 42s. 6d. 
per sack of 20 stones ; best Scotch oatmeal, at 41s. 6d. 
per sack ; best pot barley, at lis. 6d. per cwt. ; best 
split peas, at 7s. 9d. per bushel. The contract for 
butcher meat was awarded to Mr. P. Smith; tor 
groceries, to Mr. George Bell ; clothing, to Mr. J esse 
Dexter ; clothing materials, Messrs. J. & W. Bobson^ 
drapers; hats and caps, Mr. John Hetherington ; 
boots and shoes, Mr. William Wilson ; coals, Mr. T. S. 
Robson, at 22s. 6d. per chaldron of 54 cwt. ; printing, 
Mr. John Clark ; supplying and leading Dundee 
stones, at 4s. 6d. per ton, Mr. John Eden. There 
was no tender for milk; but the contract wiU be 
offered to the last contractor (Mr. Tweddell) at the old 
prices. 

An application was made by the uncle of a lad in 
the workhouse, named Patrick Noon, to take him out. 
It was stated by Mr, Aid. Smith, that, during the 
tearful visitation of cholera at Wrekenton in 184D, he 
had found it necesary to break open the door 
of the house where the lad's parents resided, 
when he found them both lifeless ; and he took up 
the lad, then some five or six years of age, and thus, 
in all probability, saved him from sharing their fikte. 
He took him to the workhouse, and promised to put 
him to a trade as soon as he was old enough. That 
promise, the worthy Alderman said, he meant to 
fulfil. The boy was now about eleven years of age» 
The uncle, who was a Roman Catholic, has oc- 
casionally visited him in the workhouse ; but the 
Guardians appeared generally to think that the boy 
would be much better cared for by remaining where 
he was, and awaiting the fulfilment of Mr. Smith's 
promise, than by going with his uncle, a married 
man, earning 14s. or 1&. per week, out of which he 
had to support himself, a wife, and three children. 
The uncle was in attendance upon the Board; and 
also the Rev. Mr. Kelly, Roman Catholic priest. 
Mr. Kelly said he believed the only reason for wishing 
to take the boy away was the fear of losing h& 
religion. 

On the motion of Mr. Makbpeacb, seconded by 
Mr. Bbinton, it was resolved that the application of 
the uncle be not acceded to. 



Digitized by 



Google 



87 



Mr. Kellt and the uncle were called in and in- 
formed of this determination ; and the Chairman alfio 
gave Mr. Kell^ to understand that the Guardians 
were quite wiUmg to give him all reasonable access to 
the boy for the purpose of teaching him his religion. 

Mr. Kellt : Do the Guardians promise that they 
will not teach him the Protestant religion ? 

The Chaibman said they would teach him no 
religion which the unde prohibited : that was the 
law. 

Mr. Kellt (to the uncle) : Do you prohibit his 
being taught the Protestant religion ? 

The Uncle : Yes. 

Mr. Kelly and the uncle then withdrew. 

The boy afterwards was brought into the board- 
room ; when, in reply to some questions, he said he 
was very comfortable where he was, but would like to 
go to his uncle. 

Some other business was transacted, and the Board 
proceeded to the relief of the poor. 
♦ 

Gateshead Dispensabt. — The Building Committee 
met on October 20, at the Townhall, (Mr. Aid. 
Smith in the chair). The Chairman reported a num- 
ber of new subscriptions which he and the Treasurer 
(Mr. Kimpster) had got since the previous meeting. 
It was also intimated that the Corporation of New- 
castle, as owners of the Saltmeadows in Gateshead, 
had made the handsome donation to the building fund 
of 60 guineas. The subscriptions, not before announced 
are: — 



Newcastle Gorpora* 

tlon £52 10 

Bishop of Durham... 31 10 
Workmen of North 

SaBtem Railway, . 18 8 
W. Ck)ok8on & Co.... 
H. O. Liddell, M.P. 5 
Mies Watson. Mill 
fteld House, New- 

«MtIe 5 

George Priogle 2 10 

Hra. George Pringle 2 10 



C. J. Raid 

Samuel Kent 2 

Misses Bewick 2 

Jas. Hewitt's Work- 
men 1 

B. D. Wetford i 



Dixon, Oorbett, & 

Co 1 1 

JoeephDuun 110 

Thomas Gallon 110 

Temperley&Spring- 

mann 110 

William Atkin 110 

R. 8. Bagnall 10 

Daniel Robson, jun. 10 6 
Frederick Welford.. 10 6 

A Friend 10 6 

John Firbank 10 

James Towie 10 

Thomas Atkinson... 10 

William Clark 10 

J. B. Makepeace ... 5 
Joseph Anderson ... 5 



The Directors of the North Eastern Railway, while 
declining (in pursuance of rule) to subscribe to the 
building fund, have handsomely done what is, per- 
haps, much better for the institution — they have 
inoroased their annual subscription from £2 2s. 
U>£6, 

Gavbshbad Dispbnsabt. — Messrs. Bumup & Co. 
have made a donation of £5 5s. to the building fund ; 
and their workmen £5 6s. Mr. 8. Finney has given 
£6; the St. John's Choir, Gateshead Fell, £5, (pro- 
ceeii of a concert); the Gateshead police - force, 
£l 4e. 6d. ; Mr. James Steven, Mr. George Stewart, 
and Mr. J. Bumup, 10s. 6d. each ; and Mr. Hopper's 
workmen, 12s. Sunday morning, October 1, a 
oolleation in aid of the fund is to be made, we believe, 
in St,Maiy's church, Gateshead — a thank-offering 
for the harvest. 

Gatbshbai) Dispbwsart.— William Peareth, Esq., 
late of Usworth House, Gateshead, has left a legacy of 
£600 to this charity :— a fact which the Secretary 
(William Kell, Esq.) was enabled to announce to the 
Committee on October 3, on the authority of a letter 



from the executors. John Eden, Esq., has made a 
donation of £25 to the building fund ; and Charles 
Attwood, Esq., on behalf of the Weardale Iron Com- 
pany, has given £10 10s. ; Tyne Main Colliery, £10 ; 
Churchwardens of Gateshead ^collection at St. Mary's 
church on thanksgiving day), £8; Assistants and 
Workmen of Messrs. Greene, £7 4s. ; Miss Ludlow, 
£2 ; Mr. John Douglas, Gateshead Fell, £1. 

GKEAT CALAMITY 

IN NEWCASTLE AND GATESHEAD. 
Wb have been visited by one of the most destructive 
and most appalling disasters on record. A fire, which 
broke out in HiUgate, Gateshead, on Friday morning:, 
October 6th, shortly after 12 o'clock, was accom- 
panied, shortly after 3, by an explosion, so loud and ter- 
rible, that not only all Gateshead and Newcastle shook 
and suffered from the shock, but even at Korth and 
South Shields, Tynemouth, Westoe, and Sunderland, the 
inhabitants were roused from theu* sleep, and sunposed 
that a coal-pit blast or an earthquake was the cause. 
Our two towns were shivered. JSverywhere, not only 
were window squares broken, but the framework 
snushed. Shutters were torn down. Plate-glass was 
destroyed — every square in Mr. Snowball's shop in 
Bottle-bank, Gateshead, and in Grey-street shops be- 
yond the Tyne. The scattered masses of fire set the 
Quayside in flames simultaneously with the greater part 
of Hillgate ; and the two towns were in conflagration 
in one and the same moment. The Tyne was lined 
on each side by a wall of flame. Our poor parish 
church of St. Mary is a shattered wreck ; and — far 
worse — many of our neighbours, in Gateshead and 
Newcastle, were destroyed. 

Last year, in September and October, aa we all too 
well remember, we had the pestilence ; and this year, 
in a locality where that pestilence much prevailed, we 
have a great and scourging flame ; just as the " great 
fire" of London in 1666 followed the ** great plwie" 
of 1665. 

We give a list (so far as we can) of the persons killed 
in Gateshead, all of whom perished in the immediate 
vicinity of the Hillgate fire, with the exception of the 
child Conway, who was killed by the Mi of a roof in 
the Observer office yard. 

Gharles Bertram, Esq., J. P., West-street, Gateshead, (un- 
derstood to be buried in the ruins). 
William Davison, son of Mr. Davison, Gateshead Steam 

Flour HUl, (ditto). 
Ensign Cranboume Hastings Paynter, aged 19, of the 26t|i 

Cameronians, (son of a Magistrate at Hammersmith). 
Lance-Ck>rporal John Stephenson, 34, of the 26th. 
Anthony Willis, skinner, about 60, in the servioe of Mr. 

Wilson. 
Cniarles Hamilton, 50, hairdresser, Church-street 
Charles Duke, bricklayer, foreman to Mr. Edward Bnioe.| 
Charles Duke, 12, his son, apprentice to ditto. 
P.C. Soott, of the Gateshead police-force. 
Bobert Pattlnson, Cumberland-row, Newcastle, 38, tanner, 

(a member of the Newcastle Council). 
Frank Conway, 6, son of Daniel Ck)nway, blacksmith, (living 

in the Obterver office yard). 
Two bodies, unidentified, lying at the Gateshead police- 
station. 

We fear, too, that Mr. Henry Harrison, of Newcas- 
tle, son of onr neighbour, Mr. Henry Harrison, bas- 
ketmaker, is amon^ the dead. 

It was a painful sight to witness the friends of the 
fiftllen at the police-station, endeavouring to identify 
the blade and charred remains as their Delored rela- 
tives. V 
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There are lying in the infinnaiy of Newcaatie, in- 
jured ^— 

B. DeddB, 19, labourer, scalp wound and fraetnre of alinll. 
:|;Nanie unknown, fiasore of i^ull. 
H. Keenan, 19, bruise of back, &c. 
8. Dalymth, 56. miller, firacture of spine. 
:|:0. Slllon, 28, labourer, extensive scalp wound. 
O. Gough, 33, labourer, fhMsture of arms and legs. 
J. Humble, 38, painter, contusion of abdomen. 
R. Hoggett, 19, wound of scalp, buma, concussion of brain. 
M. M'Nalty, 28, labourer, burns, fractured ribs. 
M. Doyle, 18, labourer, scalp wound, bruises. 
O. Hutchinson, compound fracture of leg. 
^ Dixon, 35, bums. 
W. Lee, 18, blacksmith, concussion of brain, wotmd of 

scalp. 
B. Lindsay, 24, blacksmith, compound firacture of leg. 
^R. BlaSr, soldier, scalp wounds. 
T. Wilkinson, 19, soldier, bums and broises. 
tW. Thompson, 82, firactured ribs, wound of ihce. 
J. Wheatley, 35, skinner, firactured thigh, scalp wound, . 

bums. 
H. M*Gulre, 38, labourer, fhictured ribs. 
8. Dodd, 10, compound fracture of skull and hand. 
M. Dunn, 21, labourer, fissure of skull, wound of fkce. 
W. Tintell, 28, labourer, scalp wound, bruises. 
James TumbuU, 21, labourer, compound fracture of leg. 
Andrew M*Cree, 40, scalp wounds. 
M. Brown, 54, bmise of back. 
Isaac Anderson, 40, fireman, laceration of loins. 
^B. Johnston, 32, firactured ribs. 
H. Murtin, 38, soapmaker, firacture of thighs. 
John Gibson, labourer, bum ol eyes. 
W. Miller, 18, glassmaker, compound Iraotore of right leg 

and firacture of left thigh. 
Mary Carse, 21, contusion of abdomen. 
B. MDonald, 34, compound firacture of fibula. 
Elizabeth M'Millan, 16 months, fracture of skuD, bruises. 
EUen Short, 28, contusion of body, bums, wounds. 
Bridget Co^nns, 28, wounds and bruises, 
James Nicholson, 7, compound fracture of skull. 
A. Gibson, 20, wound of eyebal], scalp wound, bums. 
EUen Famey, 3, fractured skull, concussion of brain. 
Oatherine Phelan, 50, wounds. 
tAlice M'Lean, wounds. 
fMary Simpson, 38, bums. 
^Ko name, compound firacture of arm and ribs, wound ol 

lung. 
Jacob Watson, compound firacture of skull. 
J. Mather, fracture of both legs. 
Patrick Flgglns, bmlses, scalp wound. 
J. Edmondson, compound firacture. 
J. Prior, 25, labourer, bruises. 
J. White, 51, hatter, compound firacture of arm. 
^Balph Little, polioe-hispector, firactured ribs, dislocation 

of ankle. 
Ko name, firactured ribs, scalp wounds, (dead). 
Mary Ward, 20, braises. 
ItNteholas Maclaren, 45, inguinal hernia. 
James Outridge, 17, bums. 

f^ Those marked (t) ue ef NewcaaHe: the others of 
Oateshead. 

There are also about 30 aoldiers wounded at the 
bonacks. 

Huse stones were caat from the point of explosion 
aa if from a volcano. One of these fell through the 
zoof of the Grey Horse inn, &t up the Hiffh-streety at 
Oakwellgate-chare. Another, too heavy for a man to 
lift^ fell on the premises of Cooncillor Woolston, a 
little below the chare* A third, nearly four feet loiuc^e 
a foot broad, and eight inches deep, weighing 
3 cwt 3 qrs. 101b., fell at Mr. M. Young's, in Oak- 
wellffate. In some places, iron bars were bent like 
pasteboard. The inner door of Miss Murray's hall in 
the Queen's Head was rent in twain, and all the 
windowB of the eBtabliahment were broken. One of 
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the maid-servants, looking from a window at the 
fire, heard the tremendous explosion, and, instantly, 
the darkened air was filled with a shower of stonee 
and embers, and with sulphurous fumes. The fiery 
redn fell thick over the two towns ; and, in a moment, 
the scene was changed from '* a house on fire," to a 
conflagration of whole districts, divided by a river. 

An old woman in Oakwellgate had her arm almost 
torn off b> a stone that fell through the roof of her 
house. The limb was amputated in the infirmary, 
at the shoulder joint ; and shortly afterwards she 
expired. Mr. Craster, the house surgeon of our Dis- 
pensary, dressed ten persons in Oakwellgate-chare, 
who had received deep wounds, principally on the 
head and &ce. Several were also dressed at the Dis- 
pensary. One elderly woman was almost dead from 
neemorrhage, the blood vessels of the fiice being 
divided. A man, found near the churchyard, was 
carried up the street to the Dispensary, but died of 
internal heemorrhage, arising from extensive injury of 
the lungs. 

Our town and Newcastle have been visited during 
the day by strangers from ail quarters, many of whom, 
having heard of the double conflagration, were natu- 
rally at a loss to account for so singular a state of 
things. 

Durine the whole livelong day, the streets were a 
perpetual promenade for the people ; and it was one 
of the most affecting spectacles of the time, to see so 
many poor i)erson8 continually passing through the 
throng, bearing with them the humble possessions 
saved from the wreck, and seeking places in which to 
lay their heads. 

In Gateshead, besides the less serious damage to 
windows and property generally, we may sav that all 
the town from the Church and Ohurchwalk to the 
river, lying east of Bridge-street, and comprising 
HiUgate, is more or less destroyed by fire and explo- 
sion. Mr. Davison's steam flour mill, fiidng into the 
street, is burnt ; and at one time the fire spread over 
to the Island, and to Messrs. Mather & Reed's in 
Bottle-Sank, but was not extensively destructive. 

In Newcastle, the Quayside from Spencer & Capper's 
to about Mr. Gail's, is prostrate, and back to Butcher- 
bank and the foot of Pilgrim-street. 

Saturday morning, shortly after midnight, while all 
was gloom in Newcastle where the flames had raged, 
the Gateshead fire still burned brightly ; and, the 
wind being firom a northerly point of the compass, 
sparks were blown in the direction of St. Mary's 
church. A cry was raised that the church was on 
fire. And, from the roof, smoke was seen to rise, 
and then a reddening glow. The customary oonfiision 
of voices was heard, there being more captains than 
privates, and every one anxious that the right thing 
should be done. At length, to our surprise, the 
voice of our excellent friend Mather, whom we had 
supposed to be snugly sleeping in Shields after the 
tous of the day, was heard issuiuff from the church 
throuffh the broken windows, and we felt confident 
that the edifice was safe. The pipe was handed to 
him : and, after a time, an axe, for which he cried, 
was found for him. In a very uiort time the danger 
(for the present moment at least,) had passed away. 

There were engines kept playing on the property at 
the west end of Hillgate, and near the gutted mill, 
the surety of Bridge-street being perilled ; and we 
trust that, with Uie willing activity of numerous 
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public spirited men, the further proffress of the flames 
maybe prevented: more especial^ as, at about 2 
o'clock, tlie powerml floating; enjcines of the railway 
company and of the river commission were brought 
into play. 

We are all much indebted to the kindness of neigh- 
bouring towns. The superintendents and policemen 
of our county, and of Newcastle, Tynemouth, South 
Shields, Sunderland, and Durham, have, indeed, 
been ready and effective in their aid. 

Our Fiiday contemporaries promptly issued reports 
of the calamity, from which, before writing more, we 
give some passages, with occasional additions and re- 
vision. 

(from THB NEWCA8TLB CHRONICLE.) 

About 20 minutes to one o'clock on Friday morning, 
a fire broke out in the worsted manufi&ctory of Messrs. 
Wilson & Son, in Hillgate, Qateshead, which spread 
with inconceivable rapidity, and in less than half an 
hour was from top to bottom one immense sheet of 
fire. 

The manufiictory, it will be remembered, was burnt 
down just about three years ago, and has only been 
recently built in a most substantial manner ; but the 
large quantity of oil which was upon the premises 
ofiered such food to the flames that no part of the 
stock could possibly be rescued. 

The adjoining premises are of a most substantial 
character, having oeen built for a bonding store a few 
years ago. The contents were chiefly sulphur, and 
the intense heat soon caused that substance to melt. 
It then escaped in a burning state from the windows, 
and had a most remarkable efiect, fiUling in brilliant 
cascades down the walls. 

About two o'clock, Messrs. Wilson's manu£EU^iy 
was a total wreck, and the flames had nearly spent 
themselves on its contents. The firemen, accordingly, 
turned their attention to the stores ; but, in spite of 
every exertion, they were wholly unable to stay the 
progress of the flames, which gradually spread over 
the whole premises. The warehouses were fully 80 
feet in length by 20 in width, and six stories high ; 
and about three o'clock, when the whole range was 
one body of fire, the sight was one of the most awfully 
mMpiificent which can well be imagined. 

But we regret to say that far the worst remains to 
be told. It is unnecessary to say that such a fire 
naturally attracted the afirighted mhabitants of both 
towns to the banks of the river, and about twentv 
minutes past three a vast crowd was assembled. ^ Sud- 
denly a tremendous explosion — (such an explosion as 
we never heard before, and never wish to hear again)— 
proceeded firom the burning mass, and ignited mate- 
rials (bricks, stones, metal^ and eveiy article near,) 
w«re thrown into the air with tremendous force, onl v 
to &11 again upon the dense masses of people aU 
around. A prodigious quantity was thrown across the 
river, and scores of spectators upon the Quavside were 
thrown down and injured, many of them being ren- 
dered insensible. The mass of burning embers set 
fire to the ships, and, crossing over the quay, entered 
the houses opposite, and, in a moment, the shops of 
Messrs. Spencer & Sons, Messrs. Smith & Ormston, 
and Messrs. Smith & Co. were in a blaze. The unin- 
jured bystanders rushed off in all directions in search 
of safety ; several endeavoured to assist their more un* 
fortunate neighbours ; but as no one was left to en- 
deavour to stop the flames : of course the new confla- 
gration raged with firightful vehemence, and the shops 



abovementioned, the offices above them, the publics 
houses of Mr. Teasdale and Mr. Batey, and many 
private dwellings, were consumed in, comparatively 
speakinff, a few minutes. At the same time, t^e work- 
shops of Mr. Edgar, at the head ot the Oeorge's-stairs, 
in Pilgrim-street, ignited by the same cause, were 
blaziuff with fearful rapidity, and, being situated in 
one of the densest parts of the town, seemed to 
threaten wide-spread destmction. 

Scarcely a house in the middle and lower part of 
Newcastle has escaped firom damage by this catas- 
trophe. On the Sandhill nine out of eveiy ten shop 
fronts and house windows were completely blown out. 
In Dean-street, Mosley-street, and their neighbour- 
hoods, the same effects are observable, and many of 
the old houses on the Quay are left little better tnui 
wrecks. 

We have yet spoken of the effect of this dreadful 
calamity only on this side of the river, but it may 
naturally be supposed that in Qateshead the disasters 
were still more serious. The dense crowd of spectators 
were borne down by the fidling ruins, almost in a 
body ; and it is impossible yet to say how many have 
been &tally injured. The old houses in Hillgate were 
left one mass of ruins. Several of them^ took fire to- 
gether ; and, being already heated by the flames, th^ 
fell a ready i>rey to the destructive element. Many 
hundred families have lost furniture, clothes, and, in 
fiict, their all ; and we fear many wUl have to mourn 
the loss of husbands, wives, or children, buried in the 
ruins. In later editions we shall give foller particulan 
than it is now possible to collect. 

To what extent personal injuries have been reoeived 
in this manner, it will be, for some time, impossible 
to say. 

When this edition goes to press, the mass of pro- 
perty between the top and bottom of the Oeorge's- 
stairs is one entire burning ruin. The Quayside fire 
has not yet been got under, and is spreading up the 
narrow lanes to the Butcher-bank, where it will join 
the other conflagration. Messrs. Singers's vinegar 
manufitetoiy, ana several properties in Hillgate, are 
also totally consumed : and the fire is far from being 
got under in that neighbourbood. 

The infirmary is choked with wounded men^ women, 
and children, brought out of the various nuns ; and 
Me lament to hear that the loss of life will be consi- 
derable. 

6 A.M.— The fi!ontage of the (Quayside, for more than 
fifty yards from the Grinding-chare, is entirely 
levelled, and a clear view presented of the rifled and 
ruined lanes and chares between the Quay and the 
Butcher-bank. In these the fire is still burning with 
violence, and the others only smouldering. Parts of 
the framework of houses are still standing amongst 
the smoke ; but, as a whole, the buildings have £allen 
into a shapeless mass of smoking dAris. The house 
next to Mr. Snowdon's bonded store is entirely in the 
power of the flames, and must soon fall. An mterval 
of two houses then occurs, in which there is little 
fire ; and as their walls and interior have been well 
wet, it is barely possible that they may yet escape. 
The fire has, however, got hold dT the next houses 
occupied by Mr. Morrison, sailmaker, and cthersy ana 
indicates that behind it the ravages of the devouring 
element are in progress. As a last resort to check ita 
progress down the quay, an attempt is being made to 
pull down a house a few doors above the Custom 
House, in order to make a clear space which the fire 
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may not be able to overleap. A strong cable, passed 
round the upper part of a nonse, has been affixed to a 
steamer, which is endeayouring to pull it down. At 
the upper end of the Quay, the railway fire engine 
has been brought into operation, and may probably 
prevent the fire extending in that direction. 

In the Butcher-bank uie fire has been slightly got 
under, and by maintaining the chief supporting posts of 
Mr. Piper's shop, the Iramework of the house has been 
prevented from fedling. Many houses are, however, 
completely gutted. 

The third house from the foot of Pilgrim-street has 
fidlen down, entirely destroyed. The water from a 
hose-pipe has prevented the flames irom extending 
further on either side of the street frontage, but the 
mass of buildinjg;s between the George-stairs and the 
Bulcher^bank is still burning furiously. A pipe, 
apparently with a good supply of water, has been ^ot 
down the stairs, and may have some effect in arrestmg 
or limiting the work of destruction. 

10 A.M. — The sight at the Gateshead station is most 
horrifying. Ten bodies were stretched on the floor ; 
one in the attitute of shielding his face with his arms ; 
another with his hands at his neart. One body was a 
mere calcined mass, and the leg oi another was burnt 
off. The sight presented by one poor woman was 
truly heartrending. She had lost four children in the 
ddffis at Hillgate. 

On the Newcastle side the fire still rages. The 
proper^ in this locality is now nearly all in ruins. 
The immsion shop of Mrs. Shiell, with a row £Eu;ing 
All Saints* church, including Mrs. M'Kie*s premises, 
are totally destroyed. Within the sacred edifice the 
destruction is most complete. The beautiful stained 
glass windows on each side of the pulpit representing 
the arms of the Corporation and Trinity House, are 
irreparably demolished. 

The reverberation wss felt so strongly in Shields 
that many of the inhabitants rushed out of their beds, 
under the belief that the shock had arisen from an 
earthquake. Several bricks were dislodged from 
Messrs. Swinburne's glass-house chimneys, and the 
workmen ran out in the greatest fright and excite- 
ment. The gaslights in the Jarrow paper mill were 
blown out, and at the Pontop drops. About 4 o'clock 
a telegraphic message was sent down for the engines. 
By 5 o'clock the powerful river engine was sent away 
in tow of a steamer ; and by 7 o'clock, the alarm 
having rushed through the town, crowds of people 
rushed to the railway station to see after their friends. 
The trains were crowded. The explosion was also felt 
at Sunderland, and the sulphur and other materials 
east up by the explosion were scattered three or four 
miles down the Gateshead line. 

The workmen of Monkwearmouth colliery, the 
deepest in the kingdom, and at least eleven miles from 
Newcastle, heard the explosion, and came up the 
shaft in alarm. The explosion was felt ten miles out 
at sea. 

2 P.M.— On the memorable morning of the 6th of 
October, on the two sides of Tyne Bridge three fires 
were simultaneously raging, each of them of a mag- 
nitude fiir transcending anything of the kind that has 
ever, pertiaps. occurred in this town before, and at 
least one oz them involving a destruction of property 
that probably exceeds any that has for many years 
been caused m any city or town of this country. As 
detailed above, the first fire, and the producer of the 



others, occurred on the river edge at Gateshead, and 
extended 200 yards, destroying in its course large and 
well-stocked warehouses. lu Newcastle the greater 
of the two fires has burned down a mass of closely 
psfked buildings of at least a hundred yards square, 
lying between the Quay and the Butcher-bank, and 
between Grindon-chare and the Custom House. The 
other, has rifled another set of buildings of a similar 
character, but of less extent, in a space enclosed by a 
triangle, the sides of which are represented by Pilgrim- 
street, Butcher-bank, and George's-stairs. 

Taken to^s^ether, the fires, falling as they have 
chiefly upon the busiest part of the town, have inflicted 
an amount of loss that it will require, at the most 
moderate calculation, at least £1,000,000 to repair. 
We are afraid to approach the as yet undecided ques- 
tion of tlie extent of the loss of life, but already we 
fear that the deaths discovered amount to nearly a 
score, while the amount of serious bodily iniury that 
has been caused is almost incalculable. Under the 
still flaming ruins of the Gateshead warehouses, it is 
possible there are very many poor fellows lying as 
blackened corpses. 

In the lower part of Gateshead it is almost impossible 
to make way through the streets, so overpowering is 
the vapour of burning sulphur ; and this efiectuallv 
prevents, for the present, any attempt to ransad^ 
them, or even to approach them, with the object of 
preventing the fire from spreading ; so that the most 
dreadful suspense, as well as considerable danger, must 
continue to exist for some time, unless some plan can 
be hit upon to neutralize the effects of the fumes with 
which the air is impregnated. 

No death has, so far as we are aware, resulted di- 
rectly from the fire, the entire of the fearful list of 
mortality being attributable to the tremendous explo- 
sion in Mr. Bertram's bond warehouse. In this 
country the only parallels to this explosion are to be 
looked for in the depths of the most fiery of our coal 
pits ; and even there, we doubt if we can point to an 
occurrence so extremely disastrous as this has been. 
It now appears more than probable that future inves- 
tigation will elicit the &ct that it is to gunpcwder 
rather than to any fortuitous generation of gases from 
sulphur and nitrates, that the gi*eat calamity is due ; 
but in the meantime nothing positive is known. Of 
course, a few days will bring the truth to light . 

At present the fire on the Quayside, where alone it 
may now be considered immediately dangerous, is in 
great measure circumscribed, and wiU in all probability 
be prevented from extending. We may mention that by 
four o'clock in the morning we observed on the Quay- 
side, C. E. Ellison, Esq., stipendiary magestrate ; and 
shortly afterwards the Mayor and others were actively 
engaged in superintending and directing. In the 
course of the morning R. P. Philipson, Robert Plum- 
mer, and W. Woods, Esqrs., and other influential 
gantlemen were on the sfMt. (Mr. Woods, at the 
time of the explosion, was in a room in Hillgate, and 
was imprisoned by the fall of a floor. Happily, it fell 
at one end only, and he was simply made prisoner for 
a time, escaping with a slight wound.) 

Friday Evekino.— It may be said that every house 
on both sides of Hillgate, together with those thickly 
studded on the Church-walk, Bridge-street, Church- 
street, and Cannon-strret, as well as ma^y others 
beyond them, have been shattered and damaged to 
a most serious extent. Some are totally destroyed \ 
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others are unroofed, or the gable ends of fronts driven 
violently in; while the great minority have their 
windows demolished, together witn framework and 
sashes blown to atoms. Among such as had saffered 
most were the flour mill ; also, the property of Mr. 
M. Dunn acKoining, and several houses acHacent; the 
Obck public-house ; Mr. Monkhouse's public-honse ; 
tiie snop and house of Mr. Burden, marine store 
dealer ; the Qoai inn, besides several other shops and 
houses close by. That, however, which produced 
the most appalUng effects was the bond loits, situated 
between the worsted mill and the sugar manu&etory. 
The large building, it is alleged by some, was occupied 
principally with sulphur, naphtna, nitrate of potash, 
and other goods ; while others assert that it contained 
several tons of gunpowder ; but as this matter will 
be made the subject of a searching inquiry by the au- 
thorities, we leave it without comment. To give 
some idea of the catastrophe here, the entire of Hill- 

gEite at this locality is totally impassable through a 
eap of ruins upwards of twelve feet deep and several 
in extent ; while that which is by fiir the most pain- 
ful circumstance is, tliat several parties missing art 
supp<^3ed to be under them; and, although every, 
exertions are being used to reach them, yet, up to ths 
period of gomg to press, every attempt to obtain 
their bodies has proved fruitless. So terrific was the 
force of the concussion, that a great number of persona 
were violently dashed to the ground. 

After the nrst effects of the shock were partially 
overcome, and as the smoke and dust cleared away 
{which, at the first, shrouded the appalled multitude 
m total darkness), one of the most heart-rending and 
harrowing spectacles met the view of those who had 
been so fortunate as to escape unhurt, as the ground 
around them was literally strewed with human beinsB, 
some dead, others in a dying state, but by far md 
greatest number were lying wounded and in a most 
helpless condition. In the emergency, efforts the 
most heroic and praiseworthv were made to remove 
the sufierers, and many of the inhabitants did so at 
the imminent peril of their lives. This, however, 
formed only part of the dread tragedy ; as, while 
numbers fell victims from without, a for greater 
number ot persons, both male and female, within 
their houses, were violently thrown out of their beds, 
cut, iniured, and maimed, while some, bruised, were 
covered in the ruins of their respective dwellings. In 
some instances, where staircases were blown down, 
the parties were rescued by being brought out of the 
windows. 

The foint voice of a woman was heard, after the 
explosion, to issue from the runs ; and in a moment 
all was still as death. 

The explosion ruptured the water-pipe and buried 
the hose, thus hindering the efforts to extinguish the 
fire. 

One of the sternest and most prominent objects 
connected with the disaster was the ancient church 
of St. Mary. The sacred edifice bore all the tokens 
of a fierce assault. The large and beautiful dial of 
glass, and which at night was lighted up with gas, 
was shivered. Then, as to the churchyard itself, that 
bore forcible tokens that almost persuadsd any one 
that the repose of the dead had even been broken, as 
headstones and other similar reUcs lay broken and 
scattered on every side. 

The coups cPobU oontinuallv presented during the 
night were of the most appalling description. The 



immense sheets of fiame rising on both sides of the 
water at the same time, frequently to a height of two 
three stories, cast a glare of red light over the scene, 
and reduced the bright full-moon to an appearance 
little more brilliant than that of a dim gas-lamp. 
The crowds of bewildered spectators were rushing 
hither and thither completely overcome bv the im- 
mensity of the calamity, and by the sense of their own 
impotence to do anything to stay the flames. Anxious 
householders were at many places endeavouring to 
save their chattels by removing them from the neigh- 
bourhood of the fire, and women and children were 
weeping at almost every comer. At Gateshead, in 
Hillgate especially, the scenes were more lamentable 
and affecting still. Women almost in hysterics were 
alleging that they heard the groans of men buried in 
the ruins, and unable to extricate themselves ; and, 
indeed, we were sickened by the sight of a poor female 
almost covered over by stones and bricks, and 
wood and lime, her head lying beneath a large 
plank, while a number of men, under the impression 
that she was alive, were ineffectually attempting to 
^t her out. Policemen, workpien, and others, were 
m many places standing vomiting under the effects of 
the sulphurous fnmes amongst which they had been 
working. The immediate scenes of the fires, the 
streets in the neighbourhood, the Tyne Bridge, and 
the High Level, were thronged by the inhabitants of 
both towns. 

(FBOM the NEWCASTLB OOUBART, OCT. 6.) 

We are called upon to record one of the most fearful 
calamities which has occurred in Newcastle, or 
indeed in thb country, for many vears. At the 
moment of writing, it is impossible to form any 
accurate idea of the loss of life, or of the immense 
destruction of property which has resulted ; nor is it 
possible to approach a description of the awtiil occur- 
rence with sucli self-possession as to employ anything 
like sober language in attempting to give the reader 
an idea of the catastrophe whicli has be&llen the town. 

About a auarter-past three o'clock, almost every 
inhabitant ox the town, and for a considerable distance 
in the outskirts, was aroused b^ a terrible shock, 
which shook the buildings to their very foundation, 
and left people in breathless excitement. Within a 
radius of a veiy considerable distance from the explo- 
sion, there is scarcely a house which has not suffered 
by the destruction of roofing, windows, window- 
shutters, or the consequent loss of other property. 
Such a wreck as many of the streets of the town at 
this moment present, can be compared only to the 
aspect which it might be expected to assume after a 
bombardment. 

It appears that, between twelve and one o'clock 
this morning, a fire broke out in the worsted manu- 
factory of Mr. James Wilson, on the north side of 
Hillgate, in Gateshead, and not far distant from the 
west end of that street. In spite of eveiy effort to 
stay its progress, the fire spread with fearful rapidity. 
It raged for nearly three hours upon these premises, 
extending towards premises in Hillgate. m which 
were stores of nitre, sulphur, and naphtna. These 
premises* we believe, form a bonded warehouse, 
generally known as Bertram's warehouse, but really 
belonging to Mr. Sisson. About a quarter-past 
three, this store of combustibles exploded witn a 
terrible noise, resulting in an immediate loss of life 
and instantaneous destruction of property, not only 
in the immediate vicinity, but, as ah^y intimated. 
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i^ithin a circle of considerable extent. Portions of 
the bnildrng were immediately scattered fur and 
wide ; and one simple £iict may indicate to readers 
acquainted with the locality the probable extent of 
damage. A large piece of timber, about ten feet 
long and eight inches square, was thrown upon the 
roof of the Ridley Arms inn, Pilgrim-street. 

In the premises in which we write, in the same 
street, a piece of stone was dashed with such violence 
as actually to penetrate the wall of the engine-house. 

But the saddest result of the event, of course^ is the 
loss of life which instantaneously ensued. 

This, of course, cannot yet be ascertained. There 
appears to be no doubt that at least one officer and 
two privates of the 26th regiment (on duty at the fire), 
together with a labouring man, were killed on the 
spot. 

The scene presented, in Hill^te and the neigh- 
bourhood, as soon as tne inhabitants recovered mm 
the alarm and begun to ascertain what additional 
catastrophe had happened, was of the most heart- 
rendins; description. An ominous and breathless 
calm fer a moment succeeded the feaiiul explomon. 
Then were heard the shrieks and cries of women 
and children ; and persons of both sexes and all ages, 
many of whom had not been disturbed merely by the 
fire^ ran into the streets — they knew not why or 
whither. Wounded persons were soon beinff carried 
out upon shutters and conveyed to the infirmary; 
children, enveloped in their niffht clothes, were 
ci^ng tor their parents: and all hearts trembled 
with an ill-defined apprenensive fear that the worst 
had not befedlen them. 

Kumbers of policemen on beat were injured by the 
falling debris; and the surgeir of Mr. Rsyne, West- 

S Bite-street, surgeon to the Newcastle force, was 
terally besieged by the sufferers, who resorted or 
were conveyed thitner to avail themselves of his 
assistance and skill. 

Every pane of glass in All Saints' church was 
destroyed; and the yard was filled with fiimiture 
belonnng to the poor persons who resided in the 
immediate neighbourhood. 

The CourarU printing office has suffered considerable 
damage, by the destruction of panes of glass, nearly 
one-tmnl of a large window having been completely 
destroyed. In the Chronicle office, although none of 
the outside windows were destroyed, a large stained 
glass window within the premises was completely 
damaged. The office of the Gateshead Observer has 
suffered perhaps most seriously in this respect. 

A large block of wood, about six feet lonflr, was 
hurled upon the top of All Saints' church ; ana large 
flakes ot sulphur are lying upon the steps of the 
church. 

Most of the windows in the Royal Arcade, including 
those of the Postoffice, have been broken. 

The fire appears to have communicated to this side 
of the river oy masses of buminfif material having 
been thrown upon the premises of Messrs. Ormston & 
Smith, at the Quayside, whence it spread with great 
rapidity. 

Two houses, opposite All Saints' church, have been 
burnt down. 

Another ^coouft^.— The Mayor of Qateshead (David 
Haggie, Bsq.), with other leadmg men in the borough, 
were at the mre in Hillgate firom about twelve o'clock 
(midnight), busily occupied in endeavouring to sub- 



due the flames, and little dreaming of the greater 
danger near at hand. Suddenly, a little after three 
o'clock, there was a tremendous explosion firom the 
adjacent bonded warehouse of Mr. Sisson, (better 
known, perhaps, from the name of a former occupier, 
as Mr. Bertram's). This building was stored witib 
sulphur, saltpetre, naphtha, and (we have heard) 
gunpowder — common rumour reporting the quantity 
of the latter explosive material to have been seven 
tons. The two towns (for Newcastle was instan- 
taneously involved in the calamity) were more or less 
reduced, over a large area, to a wreck. In i^e inmie* 
diate vicinity of the explosion, there were three fire 
men, two private soldiers, and (we hear) one officer, all 
killed on the spot ; and it is painful to speculate on 
the number of persons that must have perished, and 
be perishing, among the ruins. The sulphurous 
fumes fotally interfered with all endeavours to save 
human life. Destructive to the dying, they also 
rendered it all but impracticable in others to go to 
their assistance, so suffocating was the smoke. 
Oharles Bertram, Esq[., J.P., who had been actively 
aiding in the suppression of tne fire, is. we are afraia, 
a severe sufferer : — ^we know not, while we write, to 
what extent — we trust not dangerously. We have 
also heard fears expressed for the suety of other 
gentlemen, who were seen at the fire, and were 
afterwards missing. One of the Gateshead Ooun- 
dllors, residing in High-street, found in his yard a 
stone which he could not lifi;, but which had been pro* 
jected by the ex^ouon to his door. Having property 
on the Hillgate JBanks^ he had gone to the fire about 
midnight, and was m one of his houses when 
the explosion occurred. His fece, when we met 
him on the Ohurchwalk, was cut and bleeding. The 
church was a wreck— it windows broken, and the 
roof destroyed. The illuminated clock was a ruin'; 
but it was possible to tell by the pointers that the 
explosion had occurred at ten minutes past three 
o'clock. Everywhere the sound of wailing was heard. 
Men were in tears. Passing through tne Obsenmr 
office yard, we heard a woman lamenting bitterly the 
case of her child, on whom the roof had fiiUen as it 
lay in bed. In Bridge-street, a man was being carried 
on a board, almost lifeless, to the infirmaiy. 0%e 
streets were covered with furniture-— beds, bedding, all 
descriptions of household gear. The miserable owners 
were near their propeity, and anxiously inquirmg 
after missing friends and relatives. Returning to our 
office by way of the Sandhill, a soldier disputed the 
passage across ; and it was not until we apprised him 
that our profession, like his own, forbade all conside- 
rations of personal danger, that he would consent to 
our progress. Life, he said, was in peril from the 
materials thrown from the ouildings around. We 
were taking Gtoorge's-stairs as our nearest route, when 
we were once more arrested :— this time by a police* 
man, who said the stairs were impassable, owing to 
fallen walls. We were obliged, in consequence, to 
make our wa;^ through the crowds, and the obstructing 
heaps of furniture, in the Side and Dean-street. 

Seme from the Migh Level Bridqe.-^A oommandfag 
view of the conflagration was obtamed from the High 
Level Bridge, connecting Newcastle and Oateshead. 
Immediately below was old Tyne Bridge, crowded with 
spectators; and beyond, the glowing fire, on both 
Bides theriver— the^arereflecti^ from the rollingtide, 
nearly at its highest. On the Gnteshead side, where 
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tlie baUdiagi stand ^r. w« shonld aay^ stood) on the 
very Taqge of ih% quay wall, the buimnff nuns were 
shelvinff into ihe stream. The fire and destniction 
eocagea all that part of Gateshead, to a eonsidexable 
dwuiee eastward, lying behind Bridge-street and 
Ghnrch-etreet, and between the river and Ghnrchwalk, 



apnslng property on both rides of Hillgate, the 
oentre of this mat calamity. On the Newcastle ride 
of the Tyne, where the houses, shops, offices, &c., lie 
70 or 80 &et baok from the river, the point at which 
the fire struck was (if we have been rightly informed), 
ihe shop of Messm. Ormston & Smith, pnnters. The 
fin extended from this point, (or, otherwise to describe 
it, from about Grtndcm-ehare, where the Blue Bell 
public-house was recently burnt down,) &r eastward. 
and was rqndly extending as we waed at the awfiil 
apeotade. Back it ra^ed to the Butoher-bank and 
uie lower end of Pilg^im«etreet, near the church of 
AR Saints'. Every now and then, the ear was appalled 
by an ezplorion^ as the filre reached gunpowder, 
or kindred substances ; and tiius the flames were fed 
and the conflagration extended. The mind was en- 
abled to conoeive a town bombarded^ and to realise, in 
some measure, the horron of war. 

It was impCNBrible not to be reminded, while lodk- 
ioflr At the spectacle, of the remarks made before the 
Cholera Commissioners in the present year, as to the 
portions of the property involved in the flames— 
namely^ that it was beyond amendment, and should 
be bombarded. 

Fmihm' ParHaUars, ^ At 4o'clock, the fire was 
ittging with terrific power from Messrs. Teasdale's 
pimiehouseon the Quay, up GrindmgKshare, embrac- 
ing, in its course, almost the entire ran^ of buildings 
bttow Peppeicom-efaair, at which penod the entire 
were envdoped in one sheet of fire. The Old Gr^ 
Hoise being a building much higher than its neigh- 
boum, it towered aloft in one burning pile for some 
time, when the roof fell in with a tremendous crash. 
Fart of the Butcher-bank and some buildings in the 
Georse's-stairs at the time were in a blaoe. where the 
fat threatened to extend itself to the higner portion 
of the town leading into Pilgrim-street; but the wind, 
which was blowing from the S.W*, so fiur inflnenoed 
the direction of the flames as to drive them within the 
bonking piles of flames^ tiien epresding rapidly down 
the entrance to the Quav, which, at six o dock, was 
threatened with entue destruction. As house after 
house ignited, cmah after crash was heard, resounding 
aionndihe rnins of property already laid waste and 
goMed* as fMe ana walls, t^Mks of dumn^ys, and 
ofchsrinatcnals found their way to the ground, bur^png 
fyt a while the smouldering relics Mneath^ wluch, 
alfcer'a short struggle, burst forth soain m large 
iwhones of fire. On the opposite rideof the river, nesrly 
firom the bottom of B.ill{i;ate up to Tyne Bridge, were 
observed heaps of bummg timbers massed together, 
denotffig the great devastation that had already taken 
plaee*; and^ as to the property immediately behind 
and extendi!^ from Hulgate to Churehwalk, Oak- 
wellgate^ Bottle-bank^ and High-etreet, the enture 
property was more or less shattered and in ruins. 
HlHffato especially, together with the Ghurchwalk 
and ot. Mary's ohnreh, with several houses around, 
preeei^ such a fearful wreck of property as was never 
beheld. Bnt, more featfbl thim all, uie destruction 
of life oaanot at the present period be estimated. An 
oflioar and a private of the 26ih In&ntry, as well as a 
man, are lymg dead and dreadfully mangled in the 



police station ; while numbers of woonded are being 
carried to the infirmary. In addition, it is said that 
several of the inmates residing in the houses belong- 
ing Hillgate and the bankside m the Churdiwalk, are 
buried in the ruins, some of whom, it is ascertained, 
are still alive, but could not be recovered from the 
efiects of smoke, and the overpowering stench of 
sulphur around. As the day dawned, the town was 
literally strewed, almost eveiy street having had 
firagments of ruins hurled down upon it by the exjilo- 
sion : and as to the wretchedness and lamentations of 
families, who had either lost firiends or pn^rty, these 
may be more readily imagined than deseribed. The 
churchyards, and every available refuge for the pro- 
tection of household property, are occupied on eveiy 
ride. From what we could gather, the first premises 
set on fire in Newcastle were those occupied by Messrs. 
Spencer & Capper, drapers, Quayride : and it extended 
downwards to Fenwick*s-entry, a distance of more 
than one hundred yards, destroying completely most 
of the premises in its progress, many of the buildings 
fidling to the ground, whilst others are completely 
gutted. It extended up Grindon and the adjacent 
chares to the George-«tain. fbot of Pflgrim-street, 
where ito progress was stoyea from proceeding fiuther 
in that direction. Many of the baok premises were 
occupied by jpoer people. Nine pnsons are now lying 
dead at the Gatesnead police station, while other three 
have been sent to their respective dwellings. Others 
are missing ; and, as to the wounded, no one can enu- 
merate them at present. 

Fbu>at, AFTiBirooir.— Proceeding fix>m our office 
down PUgrim^ st r o o t , Mosley-street, and tiie flandhill 
to the Quayride, the ear is assailed with the constant 
hammer of the profesrional or amateur glazier, busily 
at woric, whidi rises above the inoesaant buza of the 
anxious crowd. Carte are pasaiDg and repasrinff, oon- 
veying goods ^ducfa hav« beMi Teseoed fiNWi the flames. 
On approaching the Sandhill, the aspect of the Guild- 
hall IS precisely what mifl^ht have been antidpated if 
a mob of election rioters Sad taken upon themselves 
to demolish it. 

Leaving this building, the passenger, on getting 
upon the Quay, finis it gnaxdea from the intrurion <» 
the curious crowd by a hue ofpdicemen, and also by 
a troop of the First Dragoon Guaods. If he suooeed 
in passing these barriers, he beholds a mdanoholy 
heap of ruins. Some troops of the 26ti[i Oameronians 
with bayonet mounted muuete are on duty ; and Mr. 
Dunne, the active superintendent of poUoe, is observed 
at a distance, directing the pLsy of an engine upon 
the smouldering ruins of some skeleton building, 
Occarionally the passenger recognizes beneath a dust- 
besmeared anxious countenance and bespoiled gar- 
mento the well-known visage of some finend, some 
merchant of the quay^ or some gentleman of high 
official or social standing in the town. Across the 
water are observed the still flammg ruins of the pve^ 
mises in which the oonflagration commenced. 

The following is as aoourate a list as it was possiUe 
to obtain of the firms and individuals whose premises 
have been bmnt down or completely gutted. It wiU be 
seen that they are twenty in number :— 
XesBn. Speneer ft Oapper, wodlen diapers, and fltthig ctt* 

COS above and behind. 
Mr. Teaadale, Dun Oow hm, and baakwazds 

Batcher-bank. 
Mr. Harbottle, draper, and oflices above. 
Orinding^chare. and backward to Batcher-bank. 
Messrs. Smith & Ormston, stationers and bododlers. 
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Mr. Wilson^ fruiterer. 

Messrs. Smith & Go., woollen drmpers. 

Blue Anchor-chare, and backward to Batcher-bank. 

Mr. lUrweather, watchmaker. 

Grey Horse pablio-house. 

Peppercorn - chare, Prussian Eagle, and backward to 

Batcher-bank. 
Mr. Atkin, stationer and bookseller. 
Mr. Naylor, hairdresser. 

Pallister's-chare, and backward to Batcher-bank. 
Mr. Snowdon, grocer and ship chandler. 
Mr. Darison, Sun inn. 

Homsby's-chare, and backward to Batcher-bank. 
Mr. Thompson, sliip chandler, &c. 
Mr. Brown, batcher. 

OolTin's-chare, and backward to Butcher-bank. 
Mr. Beed, chemist and draggist. 
Mr. Swallow, Rising Sun publio-hoose. 
Mr. Hay, bread and biscuit baker. 
Plummer-chare. 
Mr. Bailey, watchmaker. 
Messrs. Featherston & Elder, ship chandlers. 
Mr. Mowbray, hardwareman. 
Fenwiek's^entry. 

A number of peraons are mifiung, including some 
firemen. 

Mr. Daviflon, of the Sun inn, (whose premises are 
oompleieljr destroyed,) with his wife and servants, 
were looking out of the windows at the fire in Gates- 
head, when it reached the warehouse, and the explo- 
sion took place shortly after, unroo&ig their house, 
knocking in the whole of the doors, the sash of one of 
the windows hitting Mrs. D. and cutting her face. 
Part of the burning embers also fell on the Sun inn. 

The body of a gentleman was tound in a ship's hold 
duringthelbrenoon, supposed tohaye been blown there 
by the explosion. 

Amongst the persons killed on this side of the river, 
was an old man living in the Side, who was killed by 
the fidling in of the roof. 

The custom-house was unroofed^ all the windows 
broken, and the doois unhinged. 



PUBUO MEETma IN GATESHEAD. 

Ih theaftemoon of Friday, Oct. 6. at 2 o'clock,a meet- 
ing of the Council, convened by the Mayor, was held 
at the Townhall, and declared to be public. 

There were present :— The Mayor and Rector ; John 
Barras, James Pollock, and Ralph Wake, Esqrs., 
Borough Magistrates; Aldennen Hawks (J.P.), Lis- 
ter, and Pearson ; Councillors Garbutt ([Chairman of 
the Board of Guardians), Hymers, Gray, Hewitt, lonn, 
Hodgson, Allhusen, Prockter, Cook, and Vickers; 
Rev. Messrs. Bennett and Herbert ; and Messrs. W. 
Robinson, G. B. Reed. J. W. Swinburne, John 
Sowerby, Johii Greene, T. Welford, Cameron, W. Hall, 
James Guthrie^ John Pattinson, and W. H. Schorey. 

The Matob said there was no need to apolo^ze mr 
callii^ the Council and the public together. He had 
conceived that there was an urgent desire for measures 
to provide ior the relief of those who were houseless 
ana in want. The gentlemen who, like himself, had 
been on and about the Churchwalk firom one o'clock 
that morning, would know how necessary it was that 
something should be done. It was enough to make 
the strongest heart to bleed to see the poor people who 
were deprived of their homes : and he was glad to see 
many members of the Board of Guardians present, 
prepared to do whatever was in tiieir power. 



Mr. Aid. Hawks inquired if those who were un- 
housed were chiefly of tne poorer classes ? He simply 
asked that the facts mip;ht be brought out. 

The Mayor replied m the affirmative. Some poor 
fieimilies had lost their little all. He had thrown open 
the saw-mill belonging to himself and brother, where 
several fiimilies would be temporarily accommodated. 

Mr. Hodgson inquired if the cause of the explosion 
had been ascertained t 

Mr. Hawks believed not, but the Coroner would 
investigate the matter to the bottom. 

Mr. CooK said, there was a general impression that 
the warehouse contained gunpowder^ contrary to law. 
There must, indeed, be a thorough sifting of tiie fiicts, 
for the satisfBustion of the public mind. 

The Mayob said, he had been iniormed of a note 
written by Mr. Sisson, stating that ^Uhere was no 
gunpowder in Bertram's warehouses, Hillgate." He 
could also add, that Mr. Bertram, who was near him 
repeatedly during the fire, and who, he believed, had 
some interest in the warehouses, never alluded to any 
gunpowder being in the place. 

Mr. A. G. Gkat moved the appointment of a joint- 
committee of Councillors and Guardians to take the 
necessary steps. 

Mr. Gabbutt said, the Guardians had already met, 
and done all that, he thought, was necessary for the 
moment. The workhouse was to be thrown open aa 
an asylum, and the relieving officer had instructions to 
attend to the wants of the sufferers. The Guardians 
could not, legally, delegate their powers to others ; 
they must act separately in administering the poor- 
rate ; and he thought the Council might rest assured 
everything necessary would be done for immediate 
relief. But, so fiir as joining in promotion of a public 
subscription to effect what the Guardians could not 
undertake— such as, for instance, the purchase of fhr- 
niture, &c., to reestablish the houseless in independent 
homes— they would be glad individually to cooperate. 

It was resolved, in the end, on the motion of Mr. 
Hodgson, that a public meeting be held on Tuesday, 
at one o'clock, to set on foot a subscription ; and that 
a provisional committee be appointed to make the 
requisite preliminary arrangements. The committee 
to consist of the Mayor ; iJdermen Hawks, Pearson, 
and Lister; and Councillors Allhusen, Skelton, 
Hewitt, and lonn. 

The CoBONEB (J. M. Favelii, Esq.) here entered 
the room breathless. The fire, he spid, was making 
head again in Hillgate. Mr. JDavison's steam flour 
mill was blazing. Every house in the neighbourhood 
was in danger <? destruction, and^ if prompt measures 
were not adopted, would be gone m a couple of hours. 
In Newcastle, he believed, all danger was past ; and 
the Shields (floating) and other engines would be at 
liberty for Gatesheaa. 

All was now hot haste. 

On the motion of Mr. Hodgson, seconded by Mr. 
Gbat and Mr. Hawks, it was resolved to send a tele- 
graphic message to the Secretary of State, requesting 
him to send some one down to be present at the 
inquiry. 

Mr. AiiLHUSen stated, on chemical authority, that 
if there were any close cellars on the premises where 
the explosion occurred, and they got filled with the 
fumes of sulphur, there might oe a second explosion. 
Some precautions should therefore be adopted. He 
thought, too, they should ascertain firom the occupier. 
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precifldy, what the warehouse contained before the 
fire, would ihe Coroner object to that 9 

The CosovBB : Not at all. It will assist the in- 
quiry. I may add that a scientific gentleman has 
assured me the explosion might occur withont ihe 
prttienoe of gunpowder — > that the other supposed sub- 
stances womd be sufficient. 

The meeting then adjourned for a couple of hours. 

At the adjourned meeting Captain Cooke, Captain 
Dnoane, and Lieutenant Whitmoire» of the Sappers 
and Miners, were present. The business tranneted 
chiefly had refierence to the protection of property 
during the night, pickpockets and plunderers haying 
been caug^ at their knavish vocation. A letter was 
read from Colonel Whittingham« suggesting an ap- 
plication to Sonderluod for two companies, that the 
soldiers now on the IVne might have rest, and be 
ready for duty next day; and the supgestion was 
attended to, a telegraphic message bems ordered. 
Mr. Pollock (who was in the chair) stated that special 
constables had been sworn in. It was intimated that 
the fire was subdued, but would require continual 
watching. It is remarkablethat a conflagration which 
threatened, in the morning, to continue for days and 
lay waste the greater part of the town, was, compara- 
tively, so soon suppreased. But everybody cheertuUy 
assisted, from the Chief Magistrates to the humblest 
inhabitants. Mr. Dunne and Mr. Schorey, with 
their forces, were nobly active ; the military behaved 
as they alwa^ do, and poor Ensign Paynter, who had 
but i«centiy joined the regimen^ and Corporal Ste- 
vhenson, perished in the mschaige of their duty. In 
Uillgate, making our way where road there was none, 
we encounteredMr. James Mather, of South Shields, 
well sustaining his fiune for humanity, in gallant 
efforts to overmaster the fire.) 

THE GATESHEAD TOWN-COUNCIL. 

MAToa. fBrinton, George f Hymen, J. A. 

f Haggle, David fOook, ^Olliam f lonn, F. P. 

ALDEBMBN. Cntwflhay, E. fPatterson, O. 

fHawks, George Garbutt, C. fProekter, J. B. 

fUster, John fGray, Alex. Geo. ffikelton, John 
fPearaon, C. J. Hansiie. Peter fyickers, John 

fRobson, Joseph fHewitt, James fWIlson, James 

Smith, James fHodgson, R. W. fWoolston, John 
COUNCILLORS HunteT, George 

Allhosen, Chris. Utr Those marked (f) were present 

An adjourned meeting was held on October 4, at 
which one or two ratepayers availed themselves of their 
privilege to be present. 

Mr. Aid. RoBSON presented a report firom the Public 
Health Committee, comprising a report firom the Sur- 
veyor. Mr. HaU recommended the sanction of the 
Board to be given to certain plans of new houses. As 
to the memorial fi^)m Victoria-street, he said the pro- 
posed areas would be a great improvement of the 
cellar-dwellings in that locality, now unfit for human 
habitation, but would trench too largeW on the width 
of the street, and he suggested a modification. With 
reelect to the pavinff and flagging of Melbourne, 
Orosvenor, and Victoria streets, by a private improve- 
ment rate, he estimated that the cost would be £313, 
^^75, and j£l92. He added that, during the autumn, 
various parts of the town had been washed by hose 
and jet ; and many localities had been lime-washed. 
The plan recently adopted for removiiu^ refuse firom 
ashpits, &c., although not yet in perrect operation, 
had worked well, 2,600 loads having been taken away 



diirwg.the.fifstlm'monthst TberepfurtoitliaCoii]^ 
mittee reoonuoended tliat the three streets ahova* 
named be paved and fleg^'^ngiUoa bein^^firvt sepred 
on the owners and oocupieiv ; aind if they filled to dei 
the work, it be. then.exMcut^ by. the Board as appd- 
vate lmpi?pvement. Also. thait< in some districts there 
be a periodical lime-washing. On. the subject of 
VictonaTStreet, the. Committee, omridered that the 
application of the memoiaalists would be^ ha met by 
the intended levelling, paving, ai>d flaggwg, . In com-* 
plianoa with.aootbsi menMffia]» they > reoomi«#ndsd 
that'Stcns be. taken far. lighting Pipewellgate Banks» 
Quanyneld, and . HaUrtemca. Tm report, after djis*> 
posing of other matters, referred toajcemplaint whifch 
had been oAde against Mr. IVockter's give, manufip- 
tory, and said the place had been visited, when the 
manufiictory was found to befiree firom no»ous smeUs, 
but in Mr. P.'s neighbouring property there were 
offensive aocnmulations, (whidu Mr. Prockter assured 
the Council he was abont to remove). Another Pipe- 
weilgaie unpleasantness, under the aiehes of the High 
Level Bridge, came under the^notaoe of the Committee. 
The Surveyor having called the attention of the Com- 
mittee to the inwiffiaent manner in wbieh the con- 
tractor fiir scavenging, &o., waa carrying out his 
agreement, they reoonmiended that the Town Clerk 
be insteucted to write to him on the subject. The 
Searetanr of the General Boavd of Health, Mr. T. 
Taylor, had communicated a copy of a report made by 
Mr. Austin on the propoaed works finr the sewer- 
age and diainaoe of the eastern district; to^^ether 
with the sanction of the Board to the bonowui||[ of 
j£^345, on the seciuitv of the rates, finr the execution 
of the works. Mr. Austm aooeded to the propoaed 
dmotura by the LocalBoard from the line of sewer 
laid down by the Surveyor— (a deviation, namely, mte 
Oakwellgate, so that the outfoU should be neair the 
Brandli]^ droos, instead of near to Hawks & Co.'s 
ironworks). The Surveyor had prepared lus drawings 
and specifications aooordinglv; and the Committee 
recommended that the Pi^ho Works Loan Commis- 
sioners be asked on what terms and conditions they 
would lend the sum of £2,345, and that it be an 
instruction to the Surveyor to prepare the needful 
estimates for entering upon the contracts on the 21st 
of February. The report closed by recommending 
the payment of several accounts. 

The report bavins been received, it was considered 
clause by clause, and gave rise to several conversational 
discussions. As to a remark in the report on the 
trifling amount of the burden cast upon ibe property 
benefited, Mr. Cook said it ought to be borne in mind 
that already their rates were equivalent to 12i ner 
cent, on the property of the borough. He would, 
however, say no more at present, as the report com- 
mitted the Council no further than to an inquiiy into 
the terms on which the money would be lent. Mr. 
HoDGSov observed, that as a great deal had been said, 
from time to tame, as to the mana for the Baths and 
Washhouses. he would suggest that the Commissioners 
be asked if tne sum required for the sewer might be 
borrowed by instalments. Mr. Cook said, they had 
lent so small a sum as £1,000 to the Poor Law 
Guardians. The suggestion was agreed to: and, on 
. the motion of Mr. Robsov, seconded by Mr. Wooiaton, 
the report was adopted. 

Mr. Aid. BoBSON presented a report fimn the Baths 
and Laundries Committee, which first dealt with cer- 
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tain delays indnlfted in by the buildlnff oontractor, 
and then stated tnat 36 applications had been made 
Ibr the offices of master and matron^ and 10 for the 
fireman's berth. Having laid down a role as to quali- 
fication which reduced the former number to 10 and 
the latter to 5. the Conmiittee left the election in the 
hands of the Council. 

The discussion, usual on such occasions, ensued, as 
to the best mode of conducting the election. In the 
end, it was resolTed that the Town Clerk should read 
oyer the lOJnames, and that the testimonials of such of 
them as were proposed and seconded should be read ; 
after which the Council should j[o to a yote. 

Mr. Robert Warden, of 193, High-street, Qateshead, 
was nominated by Mr. Aid. Hawks, and seconded by 
Mr. Aid. Pbabsov. 

Mr. William Cbipchase, of Gateshead, (who had 
been employed by Mr. Henry Watson, the contractor 
ibr plumbing, &c, in fitting up the establishment,) 
was nominated by Mr. J. A. Htmsbs, and seconded 
by Mr. B. J. Pbooktsr. 

There was a show of hands ibr Mr. Warden— 7 to 9. 
Lost by 2. 

Mr. Cbipchase was then appointed by common con- 
sent—Mr. Cook obserring that he believed them botii 
to be veiy suitable men. 

Cn the nomination of Mr. Bbhtton, seconded by 
Mr. Aid. Pbabson, and supported by Mr. Cook, Mr. 
James Newton was appointed to the office of fireman. 

Mr. Cbipchase was called in, and informed of his 
success ; whereupon he returned thanks in a speech 
so well prepired as to imply that he must have been 
pretty oonndent of his appointment. The fireman, 
being probably less eloquent, was not in attendance. 

A report was presented nom the Parhamentaiy, 
Railway^ and Bvelaw Committee, recommending that 
the fee tor the nackney-carxiage license be 5s., and 
that Superintendent Schorey be appointed inspector 
of hackney-carriages, with an annual salary of five 
guineas. 

A messenger here entered the room bearing a written 
announcement of the capture of Bevel by the allied 
fleets. There was an instantaneous burst of joy, and 
the Matob proposed that they should give three 
cheers. 

Mr. Aid. Pbabson said, he qiute approved of the 
proposal. They could not appoint a more proper or 
deserving person than Mr. Schorey. (There was then 
some little merriment, it beinpf supposed, at first, 
that it was the proposal to give three cheers the 
worthy Alderman nad risen to support.) 

The report was read and adopted. 

The Town Clebk announcea that Messrs. James 
Hewitt and John Tickers would retire in the east 
ward on the 1st of November ; Messrs. Prockter and 
Garbutt in the west ; and Messrs. E. Crawshay and 
R. W. Hodgson in the south. 

Mr. Aid. RoBSON said, the business of the meeting 
was now done, and he would have no objection to join 
in canying out the Mayor's proposal. (Applause. 
"Three British cheers" were accordingly given for 
the Ml of Revel^ and the Council separated-— very soon 
to hear that their cheers had been thrown away on a 

piece of false news I 

. ^ ■■■.-. 

The foundation-stone of Melbourne University and 
Public Library were laid by Sir Charles Hotham, the 
new Qovemor of Victoria, soon after his arrival. 



'^^ THE MARKET DAY. 
(From the Northern Tribune, September, 1854.) 
Oh I Hinny Jack I aw'yc wearied sab^ 

Te aee thee oome back frae the pay, 
Thht aw may get it ettled reet ; 

Te-mom, thou knaws, Is market day. 
Aw gat the bits o' bairns te bed, 

Oonxi'd ower the things we wanted myest ; 
Bat, 'til aw knaWd what thou had myed, 

Maw ettlin' was but nobbat gueesed. 

Aw's glad te see it is se much, 

And noo her hopes te get the goon 
ThovL promised in thy wily way 

The Yarry forst good fortnith's hewhi'. 
This mnn stand forst upon the list 

That sadly croods maw muddled bndn ; 
And, just like wanderin* iv a mist, 

Te fix the rest seems all in rain. 

Thou mnnnet Bobby's clogs forget 

That we her promised him se lang, 
Te keep him frae the cawd and wet 

He's barefoot trudged for weeks amang. 
And little Sail wants rarry sair 

A bit new ribbon for her hat ; 
She says, " Aw's sure ye this mun spare : 

Ye knaw aw've lang expected that." 

Thou wants some odds and ends thysel' : 

Thy panties luick but Tarry bare : 
Thy coat's beginnin' sair te fyell. 

At elbows it wants some repair. 
And mind think on the weary backy. 

For noo maw box is n'arly toim ; 
But ower all, maw hinny Jacky I 

Bring me a drop o* Wy lam's ram. 

Thou knaws it keeps maw heart abuin. 
When wark is scairsh and leevin' dear ; 

Maw weary days wad suin be duin. 
Did nut the drop and baoky cheer. 

Tboull bring me some eoft sugar hyem ; 

And mind in quarters get the hyell. 
And though the gain's nut worth the njem, 

Aw'll get the eastin' o' the sl^ell. 

Thou mun think on of onions tee* 
As we're a geuas for Sunday's dinner ; 

And it, thou knaws, will nut suit me. 
Without there's lots o' stuffin' in her. 

Thou'll nut the sapper tripe forget ; 

Mind pick the bits that aw Uke best, 
And dinnet let awd tripey Bet 

Cram thou wi' stuff aw cannut tyest. 

Thou munnet &ae the market come 
Withoot thy bottle o' black beer. 

Which thou se likes mix'd wi' thy rum. 
And diz se much thy spurrits cheer. 

Aw want some odd things frae the toon. 

And, as aw izn't gawn mysel. 
Get what thou can wi' that half-croon : 

Aw's flaid it winnet get the hyell. 

Thou'll mebby call at Alder Dunn's 

Te see if maw bit hat be duin. 
For aw'Yo te stand for Nelly's bairn 

In it, neist Sunday eftemuin. 

Now, just as he was gawn to leare, 

A little curly-heeded callant 
Tuik deddy softly by the sleere. 

And said, " Eh ! fatch me hyem a ballant, 

" Or else some fUnny story bnick. 
That aw may read tiv Unde Joe, 

As he sits laughin' i' the nuick — 
Ue diz eigoy these worthies so. 
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*« The feats of Hiekathrift and Hood 
Ail pass with him for Gospel trathy 

And ony doot he nlvir could 
Admit, e'en firae the preacher's mooth.'* 

Noo hinny ! mind thoa comes sain hyem, 
Aw'll her a white kyeok for thy tea ; 

Thou knaws the treat's nut like the syem, 
Withoot thy canny company. 

And mind thou gets a gill o' beer 
And penny-rowl to set thee hyem ; 

They help semucb thy crackin* here. 
It's happiness aw eannut nyem. 

Pell House, August 22, 1864. Thomas Wilson. 



THE QUEEN IN NEWCASTLE. 

The Queen and Royal Family returned firom Bal- 
moral on Friday, the 13th October, 1854, arriying 
in the Central Station about 20 minutes before 2, 
where there was a large assemblage of ladies and gen- 
tlemen, to receive Her Majesty. The military were 
on duty, (26th Cameronians. First Dragoons, and 
Pensioners). The royal trayellers entered the station 
amidst loud cheers and the music of the regimental 
band. Lord Aberdeen was in attendance on the 
Queen, who was accompanied by Prince Albert, the 
Prince of Wales, Princess Royal, and four other of the 
royal children. Major-Genend Grey, Lord Alfred 
Paset, the Countess of Jersey, Countess of Desart, 
and the Hon. Miss Stanley were in attendance. 

The Queen conversed with a party indudlng Ladv 
Williamson and her daughter, Mr. H. G. LiddeU, 
M.P., Mrs. H. G. Liddell, &c., &c. 

Her Majesty enabled the Mayor of Newcastle to 
make the gratifying announcement that one hundred 
ffuineas would be a^ded by the royal bounty to the 
Newcastle and Gateshead Kelief Fund. 

The Queen, addressing the Mayor of Gateshead, 
said to him, **" This has been a most calamitous occur- 
rence. I fed exceedingly sorry for Gateshead. 
How many lives have been lost f The Mvjrer replied 
that he could not state the exact number, (there being, 
it is to be feared, many destroyed whose remains have 
not been found). Her M%)esty asked if the Mavor had 
any idea of the number. His Worship replied, he 
should say from GO to 00. Prince Albert inquired if 
this was not the place where the cholera was so fiEital t 
The Mayor said it was one of the places. '^ Are you 
goina: to build on the same ground ?" said His Royal 
fiighness. The Mayor expressed a hope that Gates- 
head would obtain a public quay on the site. The 
Prince then remarked that there was commonly some 
good came out of every evil. 

Her Majesty was dressed in a delicate lilac^ slate- 
coloured silk dress, sliffhtly striped with ^een; a 
lavender coloured mantle, covered with black lace ; 
and white straw bonnet, trimmed with white ribbon 
and white feathers. 

The roval party remained in the refreshment rooms 
about half an hour. 

The ro^ tiaveUers passed dowly along the High 
Level Bridffe, and viewed with great interest and sym- 
pathy the navock made in the two towns by the fire 
and explosion. Everywhere the inhabitants were 
anxiously watchine the train, gratified by the curiosity 
of the Queen and her companions ; and loud were the 
cheers which met the royal ear. 

Her Majesty reached Hull (her destination for the 
night) at a quarter to 6. 



THE GREAT CALAMITY. 



Wi have bad a portion of Mr. Thomas Oliver's 
map of Newcastle engraved, c(«n]{iifling the districts 
destroyed. These are enclosed within a well-defined 
boundary line, approximating to accuracy. 

The black dot on the Gat^ead side of the Tyne 
indicates tiie site of the explosion ; and the narrow 
street running through the patch of buildings is Hill- 

Sate. The ruined church <tt St. Mary will be readily 
istinguished. It was between this church, and the 
block of buildingB destroyed by the fire and the ex- 
plosbn, that Ensign Paynter and Corporal Stephen- 
son were killed. 

The black clump on the right of the Quayside rum 
is the Custom House : — that on the left, the Guild- 
hall. The building above the range of the fire is 
All Samts' Church. 

The damage scattered by the explosion over the 
two towns, extended fan beyond the area included in 
our engraving. 



Church Walk. 




HILLOATB. 



Wb have here a plan, not'accurate, but sufficiently 
so to convey a clear notion of the state of things prior 
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to the fire and ezploBion of the 6th of October. 
The diagram to the left of the worsted mill exhibits 
the cellar floor of the bond warehouse, 10 or 12 feet 
below the leyel of the street. In the compartment 
marked ** 2" there was nitrate of soda; and in the com- 
partments marked " 1," both nitre and sulphur— the 
nitre orerlyinfi; the sulphur in the compartment next 
the street, and l^e two lyii^ side by side in the com- 
partment next the river, m the four arched vaults 
next the worsted mill, and in all the other compart- 
ments marked ** 3.*' there was sulphur ; with iron, 
lead, manijanese, &c Of sulphur altogether there 
was 947i tons on me cellar-floor, and of nitre 128. The 
Uaei dot points out the apex of the cone or crater, and 
the focus of the* explosion. Immediacy above this 
dot, on the ground floor, was the entrance gate of the 
warehouse. «-. , 



THE CORONER'S INQUEST. 
Satubdat, October 7, an inquest was held on the 
body of Thomas Scott, policeman, and others, who 
perished by the.Hillgate exolosion of the 6th Oct., 
at the Towuhall, before J. Jft. Favell, Esq., Coroner 
for Chester Ward, and a jury consistinjg; of— 



John CtoUghtly, 
Joseph Abbot Hymen, 
Robert Ooalthanl, 
John Yicken, 
Joseph Fenwlck, 
Edward Bmoe. 



John Greene (Foreman), 
Bryan John Prockter, 
Matthew Thompson, 
Samuel NoTille, 
John Sowerby, 
Henry L. Monro, 
William Lishman, 

The jury, after being sworn, viewed the remains of 
Scott and others at the adjoining police-station. 

The Coroner briefly addressed the jury. Several 
persons, he said, had lost their lives by the late ex- 
plosion — many more, he feared, than had yet been 
lound. An inquiry, however, as to the cause of death 
in any one of the number, would suffice for the whole ; 
and since it would have added to the distress of sur- 
viving relatives to keep from them, unnecessarily, the 
bodies of the deceased, as soon as they were identiiied 
he had given orders under which they might be re- 
moved, with the exception of the pouceman Smith, 
whose friends lived close by. A view of one of the 
bodies was as sufficient as if the jury had seen the 
whole. Evidence would be given as to the fire and 
the ejcplosion — the finding of the bodies, and the state 
in which they were. Mr. Schorey, the superintendent 
of the police, would be examined, and would produce 
other witnesses. He (Mr. Favell) would also take 
care that eveiy person who could throw light upon the 
subject of inquiry should have an o|>portunity of being 
heajrd. There was a strong feeling in the public mina 
as to the cause of this great calamity, and the fullest 
investigation should be made. If necessary, a prac- 
tical chemist would be employed* that the jury might 
have the best scientific assistance in forming their 
conclusions, and be enabled to give a just and satisfius- 
torv verdict. 

The Foreman said, he had sought to take part in 
this inouiiy in order to correct an erroneous opinion 
which had been formed by some persons, who, know- 
ing that the firm with which he was connected were 
la^ dealers in explosive substances, supposed that, 
if gunpowder had caused the explosion, it was their 
gunpowder. He wished to deny that there, or at any 
other place not sanctioned by law, they haa any gun- 



powder. They must not understand him as saying 
that gunpowder was the cause of this explosion ; but, 
whatever that cause might be, he would do his best 
to investigate it. 

Mr. W. H. Schorey deposed that, about half-past 
12 o'clock on Friday morning, a report was made to 
him of a fire having broken out in Mr. James Wilson's 
worsted-manuiactory in HiUgate. The deceased, 
Thomas Scott, was one of the men on du^ at the 
fire. Witness sent him to the barracks in Newcastle 
with a communication firom the Mayor (Mr. Aider- 
man Haggle), and a detachment of soldiers came to 
render assistance. At first, you could go into the 
building in which the fire commenced. &)me altera- 
tions appeared to have been in progress — seating or re- 
setting the boiler. — (Mr. Bruce : I^o I that is a mis- 
take. )-~The great bulk of the fire was then on the 
side of the manufactory next to the bond warehouse 
of Mr. G^rge Sisson. It continued to rage violently 
in the tactoiy, and. after some time, flames issued in 
volumes through the windows of the warehouse also. 
This would be, perhaps, at about 2 o'clock. Witness 
subsequently leifc Hillgate to obtain a view of the fire 
from a higher point. This would be about ten mi- 
nutes or a quarter past 3 o'clock. He was opposite a 
passage leading up to Churchwalk, when a terrific 
explosion occurred, forcing him into the passage. The 
air was darkened, and there was a great &11 of stones 
and bricks and rubbish, exten^ng, as he afterwarda 
found, over a large area, including even a considerable 
part of Newcastle, on the opposite side of the river. 
Loud shrieks and cries were raised ; and when he 
crept out of the passage, and went up to the Church- 
walk, he found the houses knocked to pieces —several 
soldiers bleedinff — ^men and women buried in rubbish, 
and begginff to be pulled out. This was nearlv oppo- 
site Mr. John Davidson's steam flour miU. The iron 
palisades of the churchyard were blown away, and 
the people were assisted into the enclosure. Two 
military officers were bleeding copiously. The maimed 
and wounded who required medical aid. to the number 
of about twenty, were conveved to Newcastle Infir- 
maiy in carts belonging to Mr. John Barras. The 
dead were borne to the police-station in Qateshead. 
One of them was P.C. Thomas Scott. The persons 
killed by the explosion in Qateshead, and whose bodies 
had been found, were — (b^des those who had died 
in the infirmary) : — 

Thomas Boott, policeman, aged 27. 

Robert Fattinson, of Newcastle, aged 38, tanner and 
town-councillor. 

Charies Hamilton, about 53, hairdresser, Church-street. 

Granbonzne Waa^^g^ Faynter, 19, an ensign in H.1I. 
aethLBeghnent. 

John ftephenaon, 84, a lanoe-ooiporal in the same regi- 
ment. 

Anthony Willis, about 60, skinner, Gateshead. 

Charles Duke, aged 12, apprentice to a bricklayer. 

Charles Duke, his fiither, about 45, loreman to Mr. Ed- 
ward Bruoe (juryman), builder. 

Frank Conway, 6, Mr. Potts's-yard, son of Daniel Con- 
way, blftcksmith, killed by the fiOl of a roof in his 
tether's house. 

A man named ITKinny, a labourer, now in the police- 
station, identifled this morning. 

And another man lying there, whose name is not known. 
These, excepting Conway, were got out of the rubbish 
on the spot. Others, jmown to have been at the 
fire, were mjssing, viz. : — 

Mr. 'Charles Bertram, Borough Magistrate. 

Mr. William DaTidson, son of Mr. Dayidson, miller. 
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lit, Henry HtfrisoD, Dean-street^ KeweaiUe, bidcet- 
maker. 

A woman, probaMy named Hart. 

Two firemen. 

While Mr. Schorey was giving evidencey some one 
entered the court, and stated tluit the bodv hitherto 
unclaimed was that of William Battersby Scott, (one 
of Hawks & Grawshar's workmen). 

Sergeant Robert Sloan, of the 26th Gameronians, 
depoeed :— I was ordered out on duty on Friday moni>- 
ing, between 2 and 3 o'clock, to ^ to a fire with our 
enpne. A parfy of 00 men fell in, under command 
of a captain (Huss^). We brought the engines over 
to Gateshead. About three o'clock, an order came to 
me, through Oranbonme Hastings Paynter, an ensign 
in our regiment, to halt the narty until we saw where 
we were to get water. We nad hardly halted before 
we got orders to advance, and go to the rear of Hill- 
g»te. We were taking down me hose, and in the act 
of putting on the suction ppe, Mr. Paynter givingdi- 
rections, when a loud exi^osion took i>lace. The 
ground shook and the air was darkened with dust and 
missiles. I lost sight of Mr. Paynter, who was after- 
wards found dead amongst the ruins. John Stephen- 
son, a lance-corporal, one of our party, was killed at 
the same place, a large stone or a brick having struck 
him on the side of the head, and knocked him down. 
This was in Churchwalk, close to the graveyard wall. 
A house had been blown over upon the ensign and 
the corporal, by which they were both killed, and 
many more were hurt — two seriously. One of the 
spiked rails of the graveyard was forced into the belly 
ot one soldier. I was not seriously hurt myself. I 
have been in active service, and was present when a 
mine was exploded in China, and a fort blown up. 
This was just a similar scene.— By Mr. Hymers : The 
explosion was such a one as gunpowder would produce. 
— by Mr. Neville : The smell was that of sulphur— not 
of gunpowder. I know the smell of powder welL— By 
the Foreman : The explodon was such as gunpowder 
would have produced, but the smell was not. I was 
thrown dcwn by the shock. I had been in trying cir- 
cumstances before, and flatter myself I possess a little 
presence of mmd. I lay still about half a minute, 
with my hands covering my head, thinking a missile 
might strike me.— By uit, Neville : I think there was 
a second small explosion, but nothing like the other. — 
By the Coroner : 1 may be mistaken. It miffht not 
be an explosion, but the sound of the fire kindling un 
again after Uie foil of the rubbish which had smothered 
it for a time.— By the Jury : I cannot say whether the 
smell of sulphur in large quantities might have 
covered the smell of gunpowder. — ^By Mr. Neville : I 
have never known anytiiing but gunpowder used for 
exploding purposes. 

Mr. Robert Harrison Wilson, of Gateshead, suigeon, 
deposed :— I am surgeon to the police-force. I believe 
the list of the dead, spoken to by Mr. Schorey, to be 
correct. On the morning of the explosion I was first 
in attendance at the police-station, receiving those 
who were brought in. The immense fall of brick and 
stone, the great quantity of sulphurous acid, and the 
action of fire, might one and all be the cause of death. 
Tne greater part of those who were brought to the 
station had suffered actual violence, but the sulphurous 
acid was sufficient to destroy life. I saw the oody of 
Ensign Paynter at the police-office. The head and 
chest were* bruised, and there was much bleedinff at 
the nose and mouth. I should foncy, from the now 



of blood, that there was some internal injury. Cor 
pond Stephenson had sustained an extensive fincture 
of the skull, passing transversely across the apex, 
sufficient to cause death. A blow firom a brick or 
stone might have caused the fincture. Charles Duke 
the elder was much burnt : nearly the whole of the 
lower extremities were burnt off, and the other parts 
of the body much charred. The right foot of his son 
Charles, and lower part of the leg, were burnt oft. 
The body of M'Kinney is much dumred. The skull 
of Fnmk Conway is finictured across the apex. The 
body of Thomas Scott, policeman, is marked all over 
by severe bruises. There is a wound on the head — 
no fi»cture. The bruises, externally, would hardly 
cause death. I should say he died from suffocation 
or external injury. The body of William Scott, iust 
identified, is much bruised. The body of BEobert 
Pattinson was much bruised, but I should imagine he 
died firom suffi>cation. His body was entirely covered 
up, and air would be excluded. The body of Charles 
Uamiiton, especially about the head and foce, is 
much brtdsed. The right fore-arm is finctured, and 
dislocated at the elbow. The body of Anthony Willis 
was severely bruised about the head and chest, and 
there was much bleeding firom the ears and nose. I 
have no doubt the whole were killed by the explosion. 
From the police-station I went to the fire, about 4 
o'clock, and attended the wounded. 

Mr. Percival Smith was the next witness exa- 
mined — ^the keeper of the warehouse in which the ez- 
? lesion occurred. He was, he said, in the service of 
ir. Qeorge Sisson, who held the warehouse. There 
were in the lower flat about 200 tons of iron, 800 tons 
of lead, 70 tons of manganese, 130 tons of nitrate of 
soda, from 400 to 500 tons of brimstone, 80 tons of 
guano, 10 tons of alum, and some Roman cement. The 
nitre was in b^ — the sulphur loose. The nitre 
was in three different apartments. An account was 
kept of everything in tne warehouse, which, on the 

Srt of Mr. Sisson, he now produced. On the second 
t there were upwards ot 400 tons of sulphur in 
bulk, 40 tons of yellow ochre, about 10 tons of 
peat ash lying loose (which he believed was burnt 
turf), about 6 tons of arsenic, 250 tons of guano in 
bass, 10 tons of manganese in casks, 5 tons of alum in 
ix3kj about a ton and a half of coal tar in three casks, 
about half a ton of zinc in wood cases, a case of 
yellow metal weighing about 5 cwt., 20 tons or more 
of pumice stone, and 30 tons of copperas. On 
the third flat there were about 10 tons of pumice 
stone, 500 tons of brimstone, 5 tons of tin in boxes, 80 
or 90 tons of bone ashes, and 100 bundles of wood 
hoops. On the fourth flat there were about 170 tons 
of salt in bulk, 600 tons of sulphur, and 17 tons of 
pumice stone. On the fifth flat there were about 70 
tons of salt and 180 tons of sulphur. On the sixth 
flat, about 50 tons of manure. There was nothing on 
the seventh flat. He found, on adding up the figures, 
that they were probably not quite correct. He did 
not keep his accounts in flats, and was therefore 
dependent on his memory. He should say that, alto- 
gether, there wouldnotbe less than3,000tonsof sulphur 
m the warehouse. There was no gunpowder. He 
kept tibe keys of the warehouse, and no gunpowder 
could be admitted without his knowledge. He had 
no reason to believe that gunpowder had ever obtained 
admission under any other name. It was possible, 
but he believed it had never occurred. Tho arsenic 
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was in small iron-hooped oasks, and came from Mr. 
Coll Taylor. He did not believe that the actual con- 
tents were ffunpowder. The building was not a bond 
warehouse, out a free warehouse. I^demann & Co., 
Ashton & Co.. Harrison, Carr, & Co., Mr. Joseph 
Harrison, Mr. Black, and Mr. Beldon, all had floors, 
and keys to their respectiye floors; but he, alone, 
had the outer key of tne whole warehouse. What 
he had mentioned as the contents of the warehouse in- 
cluded what those gentlemen had, with the exception 
of some soda or alkali, he forgot which, omitted in his 
statement. There were about 47 tons of sulphur in a 
vault, with about 45 tons of nitrate — the sulphur 
beneath, and a tarpauling between. It was a stone 
vault, arched over. Another lot of the nitrate lay 
bevond the entrance to the arched vault, and without 
sulphur— about 90 tons. The floors of the warehouse 
were wood. The other nitzate was in an adjoining 
waiehouse on the same flat. 60 tons of nitrate and 
75 tons of sulphur lay by the side of each other, and 
touching, surrounded bv the 200 tons of pie iron. The 
soda was in bags. There were no windows in the 
vaulted apartment-^it was quite confined. There was 
no naphtna on the premises. The burnt peat was 
on a floor above me nitrate and sulphur, but 
would not fiftll on them ; neither would the calcined 
bones. As frj* as his judgment went^ the lire had got 
to the vault, and caused the explosion. There were 
more esroloeions than one. There were three cracks 
before the big one. He was in Hillgate at Uie time. 
The flames burst out of the warehouse into the sti-eet 
about 3 o'clock. The first report occurred soon after. 
It was like the discharge of a gun, or louder. He was 
coming away, and met Thomas Dodds and John 
Bewick. Dodds, a Quayside labourer, had assisted in 
putting in the nitrate. Witness said tothem the nitrate 
was in three lots ; and if it was the nitrate that had 
made the explosion, one of the three was gone. Dodds 
and Bewidc were accustomed to work amone nitrate, 
and were afraid of it. While they were all speak- 
ing together, Uiere were two moie cracks, and he 
thought the whole wr9 gone ; but immediately came 
the great explosion, and they were thrown into the 
doorway of tne Steamboat public house (Nicholson's). 
He was knocked down. He got up as soon as he 
could, and made for the High-street, falling down 
twice or thrice over the rubbish. — The witness was 
examined at some length with a view to ascertain if 
the sulphur and nitrate of soda had become buried 
in the falling ruins of the warehouse, so as to be 
sealed up, in such a manner as to cause a violent ex- 
^osion ; and such was the tendency of his statement. 
The charred roof and floors, with the liquid sulphur 
of the upper flats, had fallen on the stores below : and 
his own opinion was that the explosion was produced 
by the nitrate and sidphur. 

Mv. Dash, solicitor, who attended with Mr. Sisson, 
observed tliat Smith's evidence a ; to quantities, being 
given by guess and fi'om memory, mi^ht not be accu- 
rate. Mr. Sisson, if the Coroner wished it, ^vould 
give an exact statement in writing from his books. 

The Coi-oner said he would thank him to do so. 

Li replv to the Foreman, Mr. Sisson stated that he 
never had any applications to receive gunpowder ; and 
if ever there liad been such a thing in his warehouse 
(which he did not believe), it was without his know- 
ledge. He was not awai-e that any of the parties 
named, who occupied portions of the warehouse, dealt 



in powder. He believed not. He could not say as 
to Mr. Coll Taylor, to whom the arsenic belonged. 

The Foreman said, when the persons named 
required small quantities of gunpowder, they came 
to mm. 

Mr. Sisson stated, in correction of a misapprehen- 
sion, that he was neither the proprietor nor the occu- 
pier of the warehouse, but simply the agent of the 
proprietors, the Coun^ Fire Omce. 

It was arranged that the inquiry should be ad- 
journed to Wednesday next, the 11th inst., at 10, 
and that, in the meantime, Mr. Hugh Lee Pattinson, 
of the Felling Chemical Works, should be requested 
to appear, with a view to giving; evidence. 

Statements were made by jurymen as to current 
stories about the presence of ^^unpowder in the 
warehouse ; when Mr. Neville said, if any one poe^ 
seased information of the kind, let him come openly 
forward, and state what he knew at the irique8t.----0ne 
of the stories was to the effect that gungowder had 
been stored in a bond warehouse at Javel uroup, and, 
on remonstrance, it was removed, being transferred 
to tlie warehouse in Hillgate. Mr. R. Plunmier and 
Mr. A. G. Gray were named as gentlemen who could 
give evidence, in proof of gunpowder being in the 
warehouse. 

The Coroner said, he could only repeat what he had 
stated in opening his court, that every one who had in- 
formation to give, bearing upon the inquiiy, would 
be heard, if he offered himself. 

The proceedings of the day now closed. 

Among the gentlemen present, during the whole or 
a part of the time, were the Mayor, Town Clerk, Mr, 
H. G. Liddell, M.P., Mr. R. W. Hodgson, Dr. 
Jollie, &c. 

Capt. Du Cane, R.E., Barracks, Newcastle, (23, 
£ldon-squai*e, Newcastle,) has been appointed by the 
Government to attend the inquiry — an instiuction 
which has been received by the Mayor this evening 
(October 7), in answer to his telegraphic request, 
viz. : — 

The Mayor of Oateshead to the SoGretary of State for 
the Home Department. 

DoabtB exist whether the dreadful explosion in Gates- 
head, this nQoming, has been caused by an illegal deposit of 
gunpowder/or by a combination of chemical elements acted 
on by fire ; and the Mayor is requested by a public meet- 
ing to request a Qovermnent officer to attend the Coroner's 
investigation. 

Whilst the public meeting was deliberating, the flames 
hare broken out agaiu, fearftiUy. 

Gateshead, 6th October, 1854. 

G. J. Kenv la. Town Clerk. 

We see by a ** fourth edition" of the C(mra9a that 
the body found in the hold of a ship at the Quayside, 
on the morning of the explosion, was that of Robert 
Laidlei*, of Gateshead, engineer, aged 23, who was 
employed in the works of Messrs. Stephenson & Co. 
He was the son of Mr. William Laidler, forty years 
agent to Crowley, Millington, & Co. He was, it is said, 
like many others, in the rigging of a ship, viewing the 
fire, when the explosion occurred, and he was thrown 
down.---(The NewcastU ChronieU says that he was 
found in the hold a mass of mutilation^ Three hats 
and two mechanics' caps were found in the same 
vessel, one of them marked " Joseph Richardson.*' 
An inquest was held on the remains of ikidler, and 
adjourned to Tuesday, October 17. It has been sug- 
gested that his bod^ was thrown from Gateshead, and 
fell into the Familtenf then lying at Newcastle quay ; 



Digitized by 



Google 



101 



and it this sttggiestion be acce|>ted9 then it follows that 
bodies may have been hurled into the Type. We are 
assured that when last seen alive he was in Hillgate.) 

The persons lyinR dead in the infirmary are Thomat 
Young, Qeorge Wilkinsoni and Ann Laidler. 

Troops have arrived from Carlisle, Sunderland, and 
York, to assist in preserving order. 

WBDirBSDAx, OcTOBEB 11. — The police-court was 
crowded ; and would have been if its dimensions had 

S nailed those of St QeOige's Hall in Liverpool, 
ilitary guard was k^t, as for several da;rs past, at 
the door. Captain Du Cane sat on the right of the 
Coroner: and on and near the Bench we observed 
during the day the Worshipful the Mayor and seven&l 
of the Magistrates ; with also the Town Clerk (Mr. 
Kenmir), Pr. Headlam, Mr. (Teorge Hawks, Mr. 
Alexander George Gray (senior and junior). Mr. Hugh 
Lee Pattinson (senior and Junior), Mr. Aid. Smim, 
Mr. Aid. Hodgson, Mr. N. Ellison, Bev. William 
Hawks, Mr. Kell, Mr. Matthias Dunn (Government 
Inspector of Mines), Messrs. T. E. Forster, R. W. 
Hodgson, F. Bennett, A. S. Stevenson^ &c., &c. 

The Coroner said, since they were last assembled. 
Lord Palmerston, the Home Secretary, had considered 
it desirable to depute Capt. Du Cane, of the Royal 
En^eers, to attend the inquiry on tne part of JUer 
Majesty's Government. That gentleman, therefore, 
was now present, and wae entitled to put questions to 
the witnesses and take part in the prooeedmgs. 

Mr. Schorey stated, that he now produced certain 
oommunications which had been made to him since 
the first sitting of the court t — 

Side, Newoastie, October 10, 18S4. 

8iB,->I atn infonned that Anthony Hogg, cartanan. Brands 
Ung-plaoe, states that he led gunpowder into the premises 
the day before the explosion took place, t believe the au*- 
fhority to be good. Anyhow, have him examined. 

J. Blakbt. 
Gateshead Ironworks, October 10, 1854. 

John Gee, a waterman at Blaydon, has said that the day 
previooB to the fire in Hillgato he took eeveral tons of s<m- 
powder hi his wheity from Bertram's warehouse. 

George March, a waterman at the Babbit-banks* who hafc 
been much employed In the lighterage of gunpowder from the 
Scotch ships in the Tyne, has said that he had delivered 
lately a quantity of gunpowder at Bertram's warehouse in 



The above iaimnation was not got direct from the parfles 
named, but was simply ascertained in eonveraiag en the 
aalfjeot of the fire. Johm ▲tkinsov. 

A large quantity of gunpowder was alao stored in Messrs. 
Qreene*8 bond-warehouse. West-street, and was carted to 
Dnnston immediately after the explosion took place in Hill- 
gate. Tku «• « fact. See Robert TeOe, Meeen. Greats 
eartfiMiM. Gunpowder was alao deposUed in large quantl- 
lies at Menn. f^sathentone Jt Elder's, Qnayslde, and was 
remoTed daring the fire. Part of it was taken away by the 
Watemum steamer. It is also reported that several tons 
of gunpowder are at present stored at Ne. 50 Bond, Close, 
Kewcastle. John Atkinson. 

The Coroner said, they had nothuig to do with gnn- 

Siwder save in connection with the warehouse in 
ilJgate. As to other places, the jury must leaye 
Hiem to the Magistrates. Was the foreman of the 
jury one of the Messrs. Qreene referred to in Atkin- 
son's letter? 

Mr. Schorey : Yes, 

The Foreman said he was prepared to reply. 

The Coroner said, it belonged to the Magistrates^ 
and not this court, to take cognizance of the matter. 

The Foreman could only say that he was ready 
publicly to reply to the letter, either there or any- 
where. 



The Coroner repeated that this was a cham to 
brin^ before the Magistrates : it was not indu^ in 
this inquiry. 

The j^oreman replied, that he was readv for the 
Ibllest inyestigation any day. It was in the discre- 
tion of the Coroner whether or not he should explain 
at once. 

Mr. Schorey read a third letter :-- 

Mr. Kelly, leathercutter, fil^^-street, reports that a man 
named Batey, blacksmith, saw one of the warehousemen oa 
Friday morning, and told Batey that he hunted the foreman 
of the warehouse oat to get the keys where the gunpowder 
was to piteh it into the river ; and he said there was no 
fears, the fire would nerer reaeh it 

Mr. Schorejr said, in reply to the Coroner, he had 
not yet had time to make proper inquiry into thefiicto 
stated in these letters. 

Mr. Robert Plummer, being sworn, deposed :— I an 
a Magistrate of Kewcastle. I have nerer stated that 
I knew parties to haye gunpowder in this place, t 
have no direct information to give. In eonneetiiHi 
with the explosion I have heard various rumours, and 
am engaged in investij^ting them as a Magistrate. 
As to what was said in this court on Saturcby, my 
remark was founded on common rumour. I heard in 
conversation that ?4 tons of gunpowder was in the 
warehouse at the time of the explosion. I cannot say 
who it was that named it on the Quayside, but I dare* 
say he had no better authority than common retort. 
He (witness) was following tip eveiy trail that h0 
^nld discover, in the hope of arriving at a aatis&otoxy 
conclusion ; and he would be glad to have oopies of 
the letters read by Mr. Schorey. 

The Coroner diieoted that Mr. Plummer shoold 
have copies. 

Mr. Schorey said he had already communicated 
their contento to one of the Newcastle inspectors. 

The Foreman here said, it the Coroner thooght his 
position an improper one— that it might be supposed 
ne was there to cloak any acto of his own, or to prevent 
inquiry as to the presence of gunpowder in the ware- 
house—he would be happy to retire. He had thought 
it right on Saturday, knowing what had been said, to 
make the remarks which he did ^ and he would now 
repeat that he had never had an ounce of gunpowder 
in the warehouse in Hillgate. He was anxious to 
leave himself in the hands of the court. 

The Coroner said, as Mr. Greene offered to retire, 
he would accept his propoaAl, having one juryman 
beyond the required number. 

The Foreman said he was in the Coroner's hands. 

The Coroner : Then, as you do not object to retire, 
the jury had better appoint another foreman. 

Mr. John Sowerby was appointed foreman. 

Mr. Charles Dunn, of the firm of Clarke & Dunn, 
wharfingers and shipowners. Newcastle, deposed that 
they were connected with the premises in the Javel 
Group referred to on Saturday. They never removed 
a bairel of gunpowder to the warehouse in Hillgate in 
their lives, ft was not correct that they had ever 
done 80 in any way whatever; nor had they any 
knowledge of gunpowder having been ti^en there. 
There was a powder magaadne half-wav down the 
river, at Wincolmlee, near Walker. The propertgr 
belonged to the Corporation of Newcastle. Mr. 
Danson was storekeeper. Knew of no such place on 
the Durham side of the river. — By Mr. Proditer : 
There could be no gunpowder removed firom our ware^ 
house without my knowledge. It had nothing to do 
with this inquiry whether gunpowder had ever been 
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stored In the warehouse in Javel Group. Would 
be happy to answer such inquiriea elsewhere. 

The Coroner : We have no power to enter upon such 
investigations here. 

The Court now proceeded to take the evidence of 
the merchants who had goods in the Hillgate ware- 
house at the time of the explosion. 

Mr. Theodore Lang6 deposed :— I am a partner in 
the firm of Leidemann & Co. We were subtenants 
in the premises which exploded. We had in our 
warehouse at the time of the explosion, 
420 tons of brimstone, 
80 tons of FfttagonUn goano, 
£6 tons of Blkall In 99 OMke, 
3i tons of AoOler's earth in 7 casks, 
and some offioe himiture. I know of no gunpowder 
being in the warehouse. We jiever stored any there, 
nor am I aware that any one else did. — By Capt. 
Da Cane : Goods might be stored on our premises 
without our knowledge. — By the Coroner : We had 
about 
860 tons of brinutoneon the aeoond floor, with 
60 tona of Patagonlan guano, 
so tona of Patagonian goano in No. 1 vanlt. 
48 tona of briinatone in No. 3 vault, 
no tons of brimstone on the second floor of No. 42 ware- 
house. 
55 tons of alkali In 99 easka. 
Si tona of ihllex'B earth in 7 easka. 

I can give no evidence as to the explosion. — By Mr. 
Neville : I never saw any gunpowder in our ware- 
house—By Mr. Prockter : There might be some there 
without my knowledge. 

Mr. Samnson Lai^ale : I am the responsible agent 
of Ashton & Co.y ox London, manure manufiieturers 
and merchants. We had goods in the warehouse at 
the time of the explosion. 

66 tons of ammonlacal ofaareoal on the sixth floor, 43 
bond. 

71 tona 13 ewt of yellow oehre. 

10 tona of peat aahea. 
SOO empty manure bags—" gunny" bags— In bond 43, se- 
cond floor. 
I am not aware of anv gunpowder beins; on the pre- 
mises ; but there might be, without my knowledge. — 
By Capt. Du Cane : I believe there was another key 
to the warehouse.— By Mr. Prockter : The charcoal 
was in bulk.— Bv the Foreman : It was a vegetable 
charcoal that haa been used in the London gasworks 
for purposes of purification ; and, collecting ammonia, 
became valuable as manure. It was in a state of fine 
powder.— By Mr. Prockter : If it fell among nitre and 
sulphur an inflammable compound would be formed.— 
By Mr. Neville : The bottom stoiy was arched over, 
but not enUrely.— By Mr. Hymers : We had no 
a^;reement as to what we should store in the ware- 
house. Mr. SisBon, I have no doubt, would have 
prevented us if we had wished to overload the floors ; 
But we had no agreement as to combustibles.— By Mr. 
Neville : I am not aware if he would have allowed 
the storing of gunpowder. We never tried. —By Capt. 
Du Cane : Mr. Sisson was generally a cautious man, 
and anxious for the safety of his warehouse.— By the 
Coroner : Suljjhur and nitre were not looked upon as 
dangerous prior to this occurrence. — By Capt. 
Du Cane : The charcoal being in a state of fine powder, 
the heat would act upon it the sooner. It would mix 
more readily with the sulphur and nitre. It would 
run through the floors to the lower flats. — By Mr. 
Neville : 1 never heard of gunpowder being on the 



premises.— Bv the Coroner : I can give Mr. PattinsoiB 
an analysis of the charcoal. (Produced the analysis.) 

William Spencer : I live in Newcastle, and am not 
now in business. I saw the warehouse in Hillgate 
built, bein^ commenced in 1839, and finished in 1842 
or 43. This is the only plan I can now find. I was 
part owner of the property at first, but have ceased 
to be so fi>r three or four years. All the arched vaults 
were below the level of the street, and on tiie side 
next to it. 

Mr. Perdval Smith (recalled): The nitre and 
brimstone, sepanted by a tarpaulmg cover, lay below 
the level of the street, but level with the quay.— By 
Capt. Du Cane : The entrance to the vault was from 
the quay. There was no entrance to it from the 
street. It was a dark vault. — By Mr. Bruce: I 
could point out the vault on the spot. — (The plan 
produced by Mr. Spencer did not comprise this part 
of the building.)— The vault was not arched where 
the nitrate was lying. — (It was arranged that the 
witness, in the presence of the Coroner, Uie jury, and 
Capt Du Cane, should point out the position of the 
vault on the spot.) 

Mr. John Harrison, of the firm of Harrison, 
Carr, & Co., merchants, deposed : — We had goods 
in this warehouse. 

85 tons of bone aah. 

226 tona of guano, (of Tarioos kinds, described by witness^ 
I am not aware that there was any ^npowder on our 
premises, but it might be there without our know- 
ledge. — ^By Capt. Du Cane : Our k^ could be got at 
anv time. 

Mr. Joseph Harrison : I am a broker in Newcastle, 
and had goods in this warehouse. 

51 tona 6 cwt. of PeruTian guano. 

70 tona of sulphur. 
I don't know in what part the sulphur was. I have 
no knowledge of there having ever been gunpowder 
in the warehouse. 

Mr. Joseph Bla<^ : I am a merchant in Newoastle. 
and occupied a portion of this warehouse. I had 
10,000 wood hoops there. I am not aware that there 
was any other key than my own. 

Mr. William Beldon, merchant and shipbroker, 
Newcastle : I had 180 tons of salt in bulk on the 
fourth floor of No. 43 bond. I am not aware that 
gunpowder was ever stored on the premises, nor can I 
give any information as to the explosion. No one had 
a key but myself. 

Mr. Coll Taylor: I am a merchant and genersl 
commission agent. I had 39 casks of arsenic in the 
warehouse — 1 don't know where — weighing 5 tons 
14cwt 2qrs. 221bs. I entered 55 casks on the 16th of 
June ; and on the 28th sent Mr. Sisson an order for 
the delivery of 16. The casks were iron-hooped, and 
weighed from 3 to 3i cwt., gross weight. They stood 
about 18 inches hi j[h. I am not aware that gunpowder 
was ever stored m the warehouse. I never stored 
any. nor heard of anv being stored by others. There 
oould not be gunpowder in Qiese arsenic casks without 
my knowledffe. I saw several of them opened. They 
came to me mm Heniy Conn. B.N., Falmouth. He 
sent 80. 25 were sold firom the ship, and 55 sent to 
the warehouse. — ^By Capt. Du Cane : I oould neither 
Introduce nor withdraw goods without the permission 
of Mr. Sissons.— By the Coroner : Qeor^e Blair, a 
waterman, brought the casks firom the ship HeUtm^ 
in which they nad come to the TjpB. — By Mr. 
Hymers : I never dreamt of there being gunpowder 
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m the warehooBe.— By the €k>roner ; The anenie vna 
not lump, but powdered araenic. George Blair took 
awi^ the 16 caake. 

Mr. Tavlor's examination bein^ condnded, he com- 
phdned of the invidiona manner in which he appeared, 
by the newspaper reportB, to have been alladed to by 
Mr. Sisson on Saturday — stating that the other oocn- 
piera of the warehouse were not dealers in gunpowder, 
and making him an exception. 

The Coroner said^ Mr. Taylor had sworn that he 
had no gunpowder In the warehouse. He (Mr. 
Favell) could do no more for him than accept this 
evidence. (We may add, that nothing more was said 
of Mr. Taylor than that it was not known whether he 
was a dealer in gunpowder or not.) 

George Blair, waterman, deposed to the transfer of 
the 55 casks, in June last, from a vessel that hailed 
tern Plymouth. They were never out of his posses- 
sion between the ship and the warehouse. He de- 
livered them to Smith. Had no reason to believe 
that they contained gunpowder. There was great 
difference in the weight of gunpowder and arsenic. 
Arsenic was much heavier than powder ; and if the 
casks had contained powder, he should have known it 
by the weight. Kever moved gunpowder into these 
premises, nor knew of any having ever been. — By Mr. 
Prockter : Took the casks from the ship to the ware- 
house in daylight, assisted by his son. — ^By Mr. Fen- 
wick : Took 16 of them away fit)m the warehouse to 
the Sea Nymph for Hull.— by Mr. Ushman : The 
casks were of the ordinary kind used for arsenic— 
(Blair produced arsenic and gunpowder casks. They 
were ol very different aspect. At the request of a 
juryman he put one of the medium-sized gunpowder- 
casks into an arsenic cask, which held it conveniently.) 

Mr. A. G. Gray, of the Friars* Goose Chemical 
Works, deposed :— I have no information as to gun- 
powder having been in the warehouse in Hillffate. I 
never siud I knew of any having there, directly or in- 
directly. I have known gunpowder to have been 
received into the Javel Group warehouse, near my 
offices. I remonstrated with those who put it in— 
Messrs. Clark & Dunn. It continued, and I com- 
plidned to Mr. Pollock, the owner of the ware- 
house,* one of the Ma^rates of Gateshead. He 
took measures to have it removed. This was 
eighteen moii^s or two years ago. I cannot say 
where it was taken to. The place had evidently 
been used as an entrtpot for large quantities it 
gunpowder from Scotland ; for the waterman said 
he knew it to have been so lone. I remonstrated 
with Clark & Dunn, one or both of them ; and with 
their landlord, Mr. Pollock. I cannot say if the gun- 

S>wder was removed to the warehouse in Hillgate.-* 
y Mr. Prockter : It came in considerable quanti- 
ties — half a keel at a time. There was a serious fire 
adjoining the warehouse in Javel Group about 18 
months ago. A large quantity of lucifsr matches was 
got out of the warehouse on the occasion. This was 
after my complaints about the gunpowder.— By Mr. 
Neville : I did not see the powder removed, nor can I 
state whither it was taken. — By Mr. Lishman : 
Cnark & Dunn having told their landlord thqr 
would store no more gunpowder, I had reason to 
suppose that the powder in the warehouse was re- 
moved, but cannot say that it was. — By Mr. 
Kenmir : Saw half-a-keel come at a time. The 
waterman admitted what it was. — By Captain Da 
Cane : Did not see the kegs. They were wrapped 



loond with hackabaek.— By the Chmmer; Having 
reason to believe that the powder had been remove^ 
I might say that it was possible th^ had bemi taken 
to Hillgate. 18 months or two years ago, I was 
passing through Hillgate, and saw a keel duchaiging 
gunpowder by a boat, to be taken awav in a cart. 
(A juryman remarked that it the gunpowder were in« 
tended for the warehouse, it would sesioely have been 
delivered from the river, alongside.) 

Mr. George Sisson, of Bioomfield-temce^ Gates- 
head, deposed that he was aitent for the proprietors 
or mortgagees in possessiQiiof the warehouse in whidi 
the explosion was supposed to have occurred, and let 
portions of it to various parties. He now produced a 
list which he believed to be exact and accurate of the 
goods that were in the warehouse at the time of the 
explosion. (The list was minute and long, and haa» 
substantially, appeared in evidence already. We give 
the following figures) : — 

SD]phiir»flEBt floor 9i7kiiaaB. 

second 505 " 

" third 709 '* 

" fourth S37 " 

«' fifth S02 «• 

Total 2,800} " 

Nitrate of soda, first fioor 128 « 

The 50 tons of manure stuff (ammoniacal charooal) 
was on the sixth floor. There were 874^ tons of lead, 
409i tons of iron, and 75 tons of manganese on the 
first floor. Witness never had any applicationa to 
■tore gunpowder. He could not see how gunpowder 
could be nlaced in the premises, except on the quay, 
without Smith's knowledge. Smith nad been about 
three vears with him, and had giving him ever^ satia- 
foction. He was honest, truthful, and discreet. 
Witness was at the fire, ana supposed the explosion to 
occur from the sulnhur and mtrato. Ue could foim 
no other opinion. Was not a chemist. Believed that 
no gunpowder was on the premises. — ^By Mr. Prock- 
ter : Was at home when the explosion took place. 
Was near the fire until, he supposed, about 3 o'clodc 
Had no watch upon him. — ^By the Coroner : Had no 
watohman on the premises. — By Mr. Neville : There 
was no water-tank on the premises. — By the 
Coroner: Believed the engine had plaved on the 
warehoose before the explosion. Begged a firemaa 
to come and play upon the premises, and believed he 
did.— By Mr. Hymers : Remained in Hillgate until 
half-past 2. Did not go home because he expected an 
explosion. Mrs. Sisson was confined, and was ner- 
vous ; so went home, sedng that nothing could b« 
done to save the property. &id to Smith he would ge 
home and see Mrs. Sisson. Smith said he would re- 
main. — By the Foreman : Leit Smith at thia end of 
Hillgate— the west end.— By Oapt Du Cane : Did not 
anticipate the consequences oi the fire. Never thought 
ofsucna thing. — ^By Mr. Lishman: Did not return 
to the fire after the explosion.— By Mr. Neville : Was 
not aware that any of the men who worked at the 
warehouse krat out of the way lest there should be an 
explosion.— By Capt. Du Cane : Knew nitrate of soda 
to be combustible, but did not think it to be explo- 
sive—By Mr. Nenlle : Water and gas were not laid 
on in the premises. — ^By the Coroner : The Whittle 
Dean water ran along Hillgate.— By Capt. Du Cane : 
There were no printed instructions posted in the ware" 
house for the guidance of the men employed. Thsrr 
were verballv cautioned against amoxing, and aa« 
monished to be carefoL-^]^ the (Coroner : Smith waa 



Digitized by 



Google 



.104 



r«cl Oil tii6 pwrnlsM.— 
3f fllr. Thomnioii t Smith and h« were close to the 
flre«— By Mr. rrocktet ; To my knowledge there was 
no ffonpowder on the premiBes.— -By the Cwoner : The 
•fidenoe given by Bmith^ and reported in the new»- 
Mperiy waa nibetantialljr oorre«t— By Mr« Frockter : 
it would be a breach of trust in any of the men emr 
plof ad ia admit ifoods without the knowledge of him- 
•elf or Smith. 

Mf. WiUiam Hall« the town^unr^yor, deposed that 
ha knew the building in which the e:tplosion occurred. 
Th« plan which he now produced was from actual 
■urr^ made dz months ago. It was on a scale of 10 
feet to a mile. He had laid down on the plan the 
eiftteri or IruncAted cone, which marked the site of 
ihe expioeion. This water was 80 feet in diameter, 
and 19 or 14 feet deep from the surfiice of the street 
9he apex, or fooils, was immediately below the 
•ntrance-gpate of the warehouse. The entrance was on 
a lerel mth the street* The naseage led down to the 
zirer. and there was a quay oehind on a leyel with 
the noor of the Taults. 

Mr. Smith, who said the vaults would be 10 or 11 
liset in height, pointed out on the plan the position 
occupied by the nitrate and sulphur that lay one upon 
the other. It was exactly identical with tiie apex of 
the oont. The nitre lay over the sulphur, cloee^up 
to the wall, the plaee bemg full. 

Cbpt. Du Oane remarked that the oellarywall, not- 
Witfaatanding the natural support which it derired 
from the roMWajr against whicn it was built, had been 
Mown away, with the roadway itself-— a remarkable 
•Tidenoe of the violence of the explosion. 

Mr. Hall said, one of the large granite border stones 
in Hillgate, along which the wheels of the carts rolled 
aa on a tramway, weiriiing nearly 34 cwta., had been 
Mown over the bank into Oakwellgate. -^ By Mr. 
Prockters It was thrown a horizontal distance of 
ttbout 400 yards. It must have been blown to an 
immense altitude to be earned clear of the buildings 
011 the bank. It was hurled high over the church. — 
By Oaptw Bu Cane : The warehouse was sufficiently 
afarong for its purposes. It was as fine a piece <m 
masonry as any man need wish to see. He knew 
nothing else like it in the two towns.— By Mr. Bush 
(solicitor) : The original plan was made six months 

So. This was but a Oopy of a portion of it. The 
m itself was so laiige that it oould hardly be brought 
into oottrt. He had node the copy during yesterday 
and to-day. He had got the measurements of liie 
ttater tiiat morning. He had fixed the site as nearly 
•a he possibly could. It was not an imaginary sketch^ 
but founded on actual measurements. 

Mr. Bush submitted that the plan was not evidence. 

Mr. BjMf^ Lee Pattinson : I reside at Soots House, 
near West Boldon. I am one of the owners of the 
S^ellmg and of the Washington Chemical Worka. 
!Chey are of larce extent. We have about 700 men 
(employed at FeUing and 300 at Washington. I have 
given mj^ mind to chemistry during nearly the whole 
ii my hfe— «bout 40 years. I have received finom 
foxL an extract of the evidence of Perdval Smithy 
iMatuig the contents of the warehouse in question. 

Kitness particularized the contents.) My opinion is 
t not one of these substances is explosive per te, I 
am also of opinion that no two of these substances 
^mnM become explosive by being roughly mixed 
together^ Z ikSaak I could go fiiraer and say that 



hardly any three of thmn ilo mixed would beoonM 
explosive. During these two days and this morning I 
have loade sevenu experiments. Not because I folt 
any philosophical doubt, for I had none; but to 
make assurance doubly sure. I have melted nitrate 
of sodA; and when perfectly fluid and red hot, I have 
poured into it melted brimstone ; and there has been 

f reduced, certainly, intense heat, but iu> explosion, 
have introduced into melted nitrate of soda, while 
red hot, guano, melted ziuc, and coal tar, and there 
has been no explosion. There simply took place what 
chemists know as *' deflagration.'' It follows, thera- 
fore, that the Oontents of the warehouse alone would 
not explode. We want therefore another element-- 
and that element is water; for we have abundant 
<Svidence that when water comes in contact with 
intensely htoted and melted saline matter, violent 
explosions take place. This I also proved by ex[>eri* 
ment, by introducing[ a small quantity of water into 
a crucible, and also mto a laxve jar, both containing 
incandescent nitrate of soda, deflagrating with sulphur ; 
and in each case the vessel was shivered to pieces 
with loud explosion, Various other experiments 
were made bv myself and assistants of the same 
nature— and all with the same result. (Mr. Pattinson 
here read portions of a paper by Br. Hare, from the 
Phihsophical Magazine^ on the New York explosion 
of 1845. See another column.) The fire, (he con- 
tinued,) the effects of which we are considering, had 
burnt a considerable time before the explosion ; and 
the evidence shows that towards the base of the 
building, in what is called a vault, there were 47 tons 
of sulphur spread out on the floor, over which was 
placed a tarpauling cover ; and upon the top of this 
cover there were placed 46 tons ot nitmte ot soda in 
bags. Now, my opinion is, that the sulphur in this 
vault took fire— which it would do at a temperature of 

000 degrees, or thereabouts. This would set fire to 
thebags containing the nitre, and some of the nitre 

would be melted ; which, flowing over the burning 
sulphur, would jwoduce most intense combustion: 
ana this would, in a little time, extend itself to all 
the sidphur and nitre in the vault. The large quan- 
tity of these substances thus d^agratin^ in a confined 
space, would necessarily generate an mtense heai->^ 
more intense, probably, than we can well conceive : 
and if at this time water, in sufficient quantity, should 
find its way into the vault, by any means, it would 
come in contact with the highly incandescent saltsi 
when steam of resistless force wotud be instantaneously 
genemted; and this would occasion the exi^osion. 
It has been suggested that gunpowder was the cause, 
and eight tons is the maximum quantity that has 
been named. Now, to compare the force of steasa 
with that of gunpowder, we have the following data:— « 
Mr. Robins, who experimented on gunpowder some 
years ago, found that 27 grains of gunpowder yielded 
on explosion 34*6 cubic inches of permanently elastic 
gas— at which rate one grain of gunpowder would yield 

1 *28 cubic inches ofgas^ " We find," says the author 
of the article ''Gunpowder*' in the Edinburffk 
(J^dcpasdiay "that 126'7 of gunpowder g«ierates 
169^ cubic inches of gas ;" firom which one grain o# 
gunpowder would yield 1*25 inches of gas. This I 
shall assume as correct. Then 253 grains of gun- 
powder (the weiglit of a cubic inch of water) would 
produce 316*25 cubic inches of permanent gas. But 
one eobio indi of water, expanded into steam, would 
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oocapy the space of 1,728 onbio inches. Hence the 
elasae torce oi water is to that of gunpowder as 1,728 
to 316*25 ; or as 51 to 1, nearly. It would therefore 
require only 3*66 ewL of water to do the work of one 
ton of gunpowder. To do the work of 8 tons of gun- 
powder would be required 29*28 cwt. of water, or 328 
gallons, or about 6 hopisheads of 54 gallons each, or 
about 62i cubic feet of water. 

In reply to questions bv the Coroner and others, 
Mr. Pattinson said he could giye no opinion as to the 
amount of damage which 8 tons of powder or 6 ho^ 
heads of water would do : that was a problem which 
he eould not put to the test of experiment. It would 
not be by the explosion of the gases g^yen off that 
the miBehief would be done. The gases given off 
would be sulphuric acid m a state of yapour, sul- 
phurous add. nitrogen, and probably some gaseous 
ioompounds of nitrogen and oxygen ; but none of these 
were explosive— or very slightly so. 

Mr. A. S. Stevenson : Would it not be necessaiy 
that the quantity of water mentioned should come 
upon the burning mass at one instant t 

Mr. Pattinson s To produce its fiiU effect it would : 
it should &11 on the heated saline mass almost at 
once. 

In a conversation which ensued Mr. Pattinson said 
that he thought it easy to imagine a state of things in 
which such an occurrence might take place. A floor 
might give way, and set free a volume of water. An 
effect Sad been produced, and must have a cause. 
In the absence of gunpowder there could be but 
one :--<And that was wat^. 

By Oapt. Du Cane : Could only account for the 
three smaller explosions, preceding the great explo- 
sion, on the supposition that some small quantities o 
water had got down to the nitre and sulphur, or to 
one or other of them. The sulphur would greatly 
increase the temperature of the mtre. 

By Mr. Thompson : ^e aqueous vapour oommg 
in.contact with the gases given off by the conflagra- 
tion of ni1|re and sulphur, would not eaose the explo- 
sion. 

By Mr. Hymexs : The water coming into the in- 
tensely heated chamber, an explosion would be caused 
by the steam— not by the chemical compounds. The 
explosion would be caused by the conversion into 
steam of the water which got access to the chamber. 

By Oapt. Du Cane : Had the water Men in among 

sulphur alone, tiiere would have been no explosion. 

Had tried this exueriment thoroughly. You could 

' not produce so hi^n a temperature by sulphur alone* 

O^e sulphur volatilized, and passed off* 

Mr. Stevenson stated, that almost the only vault 
in Newcastle which had escaped was one in which 
th^ (the Jarrow Chemical Companv) had 200 tons of 
sulphur. The water had got in, but there was no 
eacplosion :— not even the dwan had been forced open. 

Mr. Pattinson : I heated sulphur as hot as I pos- 
sibly could, and poured water upon it. There was no 
exmosion. 

fily Mr. Prockter^ The vault was covered by « 
wooden floor. 

By Mr. Hymeis : If the water were heated, the 
effect would be somewhat more rapid. The steam 
would generate more quickly. 

By C»pt. DuCane : It would not take a less amount 
of hot water than of cold to produce the effect. The 
Unxa would generate a little more suddenly. Hot or 



cold, however, the difference would be only infinitesi- 
mal. What they had under their consideration was 
a chamber heated with infinitely greatar intensity 
than any of Messes. Sowerby & Neville's glasshouse 
furnaces. 

Having answered several other questions, Mr. Pat- 
tinson said, in reply to Mr. Hymers, that undoubtedly 
no one should, after this warning, store bags of nitie 
in contact with sulphur. 

By Cant. Du Cane : Thought there was nothing in 
the warehouse approximating to gunpowder. 

By Mr. Neville : If six or seven tons of gunpowder 
had been stored in the warehouse in casks, it would 
have exploded simultaneously. 

Cat^t. l)u Cane corroborated this statement fima hia 
experience. 

Mr. Pattinson said, when a powder mill exploded, 
with powder in separate apartments, it all went off 
together, so far as the ear could telL 

Capt. Du Cane said he had little doubt that 8 tons 
of ^npowder would be sufficient to produce the efifects 
which had been witnessed in Newcastle and Gates* 
head. He did not think that a laiger quantity waa 
used when Bomaisnnd was blown up. 

Mr. Pattinson stated, in replv to Mr. Neville, that 
the white doud which followed the explosion would 
not be steam, but the gases to which he nad dluded ; 
and vaporized sulj^iate of soda would give it density. 

Some conversation took place as to the quanUfer of 
water thrown out by a fire-engine in a given time. The 
** practical men"— Mr. Schor^ and others— spoke oi 
the immense volumes of water that were thrown into 
the warehouse for some time before the explosion. 

In reply to Mr. Thompson, Mr. Pattinson said th* 
vault in question would be the longest in gettinff hold 
by the fire, but when onoe it took fire it would 80<hi 
be sufficiently hot. 

Mr. A. G. Oiay, jun., put a question to Mr. Pattud- 
son, and a diflrarence ox opimon arose : when the 
Cozoner said, if any gentleman wished to give evidence, 
he would be heard on a future day ; and that would 
be better than now entering into controveEsy. 

The jury wishinff to have further diemical evidence, 
the Coroner aneea to make application to the Govem- 
ment to send down a chenust. The name of Professor 
Faraday was mentioned, but the Coroner said he would 
make no suggestion— the Government must make its 
own selection. 

It was suggested to the Coroner that a reward should 
be offered fiir evidence as to the presence of gunpow- 
der, but the Coroner said he had not the means. 

Adjourned to Friday at 10 o'clock. 

Friday morning, October 13, the jury viewed tha 
crater in Hillgate ; and when the inquiry was resumed 
at the Townhall, the Foreman (Mr. John Soweri>y) 
intimated to the Coroner their desire that the water 
should be pumped out, to affixrd them an iospection 
to the bottom- 
Mr. Hall undertook that this should be done. 

Oapt Du Cane suggested that a model of the lower 
floors of the building should be prepared. 

Mr. Hall undertook that, if plans were obtained, 
this also should be done. 

The Coroner said, he would take, to-day, the wit- 
nesses who had been summoned to nve evidence as to 
gunpowder; and then they would acQoum to the 
Felling Chnnical Worics, where Mr. Pattinson would 
pexfivm some illustntive experiments. He (Mr. Fa- 
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veil) had written to Lord Palmenton, oommunicating 
a com of Mr. FkittinBon's evidence, and requesting 
that nis lordship woold send down a chemist uncon- 
nected with this part of the kingdom. Gapt. Du Gane« 
he believed, had also ¥rritten to the noble lord. (The 
imllant captain said he had.). He (the Coroner) had 
Bkewise suggested the offering of a reward for evi- 



Mr. Thomas Shaftoe Robson, of Wrekenton, coal 
agent in Gateshead, being sworn, deposed that he knew 
nothin|^ of gunpowder havins been taken to the ware- 
house in flillgi^. There had been some conversation 
on the subject in the coal-yard, and a cartman spoke 
of such a thin^. He did not know who he was. 

George Emngton, of PipeweUgate, wherryman, 
deposed that he never knew of gunpowder being put 
nto Hillpate. (The Goroner read a letter ooncemmg 
him, which he said was not true.) He had said that 
he had seen gunpowder landed above Tyne Bridge. 
That was on uie KewcasUe dde. Had seen this dx 
weeks ago. Never told Atkinson he had seen any 
landed at the warehouse in Hillgate.— By Gapt. Da 
Oane : It was daylight when he saw the gunpowder 
hoided across the river.— By the Goroner: He had 
said that he wished he knew of anv powder being 
landed in Hil^te, and it was a ^ty but it should be 
found out. He nearly lost his wife bv the explosion* 
If he had known that there was powoer in the ware- 
house, was it likely he would so and sit in his wheny 
at Newcastle quay t He woula have been more likely 
to have sone out of the country.— By Mr. Thompson : 
Had talked with Atkinson about powder since the fire. 
Never said he had seen anjr put into Hillgate. — ^By 
Gapt. Du Cane : Never in his life saw any fimded on 
the Gateshead side of the river. 

Edward Errington, of HiUgatCi unde of the pre- 
ceding witness, never saw powder put into Hillgate. 
His partner in the craft took gunpowder fat Messrs. 
Greene to Dunston. This was eight years ago. Never 
told Atkinson he knew anything of powder being 
landed in Hillgate. Had not been cautioned to say 
nothing. If he knew anything he would soon tell it. 
Never told John Atkinson that the last witness took 
some gunpowder to the premises which exploded about 
a month ago. 

George Marsh : I am a waterman, and reside in 
(Sateshead. I am what is called a powder boatman — 
that is, I remove gunpowder in a boat made lor that 
purpose for my employers. Bradshaw and Anderson. 
1 never removed gunpowaer to the warehouse that 
exploded in Hillgate. I never, to my knowledge, baw 
powder put into that warehouse ; nor do I know that 
any other person has put any in. I have taken gun- 
powder from ships in the T^^e to Mr. Grebe's maga- 
zine at Dunston. That was about eight prears ago. It is 
about two miles by land from Tyne Bridge, and about 
a mile and a half by water. I delivered some gun- 
powder about a fortnight ago on the quay at Elswick. 
1 never told John Atkinson that I knew that gunpow- 
der had been landed at Gateshead.- By C&pt. Dn 
(3ane : I have never seen anygunijowder, aiter having 
been landed on the NewcasUe side, taken over to 
(Sateshead. I never landed gunpowder at Newcastle 
which was to go to Ctate^ead.— By a Juryman : I 
don't know why my boat is called a gunpowder boat, 
except that she has always been used for that purpose, 
and that she is properly hatched. — By the Coroner : I 
know another gunpowder magazine at Walker, about 



three miles down the river.— By a Juryman : I re^ 
member taking gunpowderfrom a ship caUed the &001. 
of Leith, to the magazines at Elswick and Walker. I 
cannot say how long that is since. I also took some 
from the William Barker^ of Newosstle, about a fort- 
night since. Part of that went to Walker and part to 
Efiwick. My boat conveyed the whole of the powder 
from those two ships. I took about five tons from the 
last ship. I cannot say how much I conveyed firom 
the Qem, 1 have never been in the warehouse that 
exploded in Hillgate. My boat will cany as much as 
14 tons of gunpowder, but I myself have never car- 
ried so much as that in her at one time. All our gun- 
powder came from Leith. 

Bartholomew Guthbertson : I am a waterman and 
live in the Church-walk. My house there was not 
blown down. I never saw George Marsh land gun- 
powder at Gateshead. I never told John Atkinson 
that, nor an^ body else. I never told any one that 
when standmg in Fenwick*s-entr^ in Newcastle I had 
seen Marsh luid gunpowder in Hill^te. I saw Marsh, 
about a fortnight come Monday, bring gunpowder up 
the river : but I don't know where he landed it. 1 
was standing in Hillgate on the wharf when I saw 
Marsh bringmg the powder up in his boat. I speak 
firom memory when I say it was a fortnight come 
Monday.— Bv a Juryman : I never saw gunpowder 
landed in Hifigate. 

By a Juryman : I never saw gunpowder landed in 
Hillgate. 

Mr. John Atkinson : I am an agent for Hawks. 
Gttwshay, & Sons, Gateshead iron-works. I heard 
from a waterman at our woricB. Robert Matthewson. 
that he had heard that George Marsh said he (Marsh) 
had delivered gunpowder at Bertram's warehouse in 
Hillgate. I don t know of my own knowledge that 
gunpowder was ever put mto that warehouse. George 
Emngton, waterman, told me that he knew as much 
as anybody about the gunpowder stored at Bertram's 
warehouse at Hillgate. He said that his unde, Ed- 
ward Errington, took a quantity of gunpowder there 
in his wherry a month ago, and that^Thomas French, 
waterman, cHr Dunston, took a wheny load from the 
same warehouse about a fortnight ago. Geom Er- 
rington also said that his wife was present in George 
MflSrsh's house (since the fire took place) when a man 
came to caution the latter to say nothine about the 
gunpowder which he had taken at sun£y thnes to 
Bertram's warehouse. (George Marsh said that he ^ 
delivered, last week, upon the quay at Elswick, seven ' 
tons of ^impowder. Biurtholomew Guthbertson, water- 
man, said that the week previous to the fire he saw 
Ctooige Marsh delivering a wherry load of gunpowder 
opposite Fenwick's-entiy, at Newcastle. A day or two 
ago witness made the foregoing statement in writing, 
in the shape of a letter, a&ressed to Mr. Schorey, ther 
superintendent of the Gateshead police ; and he now 
reiterated it. 

James Taylor : I am a custom house officer, and 
live at 24, Buxtourstreet, Newcsatle. I have never 
seen any gunpowder put into the warehouse that ex- 
I^oded m HiUgate, but I have seen gunpowder taken 
out of that waiihouse. I mean Bertnun s warehouse ; 
and that was the one that exploded. I cannot say 
ftow long that b since, but I saw some taken out on 
tite Queen's birthday and on Ascension day. The 
(Queen's birthday before last was the last time I saw 
gunpowder taken out there. There were two kegs^ 
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about fi81b« each, taken out on that occasion. They 
were taken from the lower part of the warehonae 
where there was an iron door. It was taken from a 
vault on the right hand nde of the cart entrance to 
the warehouse. I cannot name the person who gave 
it onty but George Wilkinson, a marine pensioner, car- 
ried it. The warehouseman was then present. !^ichard- 
8on carried it away in a wheelbarrow. I think he 
said he was carrying it to some of the factories to fire 
the guns with it. I think he said he was taking it to 
Hawks's. Richardson is now to be found at the cus- 
tom-house. He is one of the extra offi<^ra there. He 
lives in Tyne-street I have been in this warehouse 
myself hundreds of times on duty, and I have seen 
kegs of powder go out of it frequently. They all 
came out of a vault on the right hand ride of the en- 
trance. I did not see the ffunpowder mOced, but they 
were the very same kegs that I have seen gunpowder 
exported in, being covered over with matting in the 
usual way. I never was in the vaults. I have seen 
the eunpowder brought out. The last time I saw 
any brought out was about 15 mouths ago, and that 
was when Bdchardson brought it out. I think 
Richardson fired the ^s for purposes of salute, hav- 
ing been brought up m the army. The kegs I saw 
brought out were fiill, for I felt the weight of them. 
I have seen gimpowder taken out of the vault on As- 
cension days, Waterloo days, and the Queen's birth 
day ; but it was the last Queen*s birthday but one 
that I last saw gunpowder brought out there. I have 
seen gunpowder taken out of the warehouse perhaps 
seven or eight times. I think I have seen it taken 
out once since Mr. Bertram ceased to have anything 
to do with the premises.— -By a Juryman : The door 
whence the powder was brought out was level with 
the quay, and had the appearance of a magarine door. 
That door appeared stronger than the others. 

Mr. William Woods said he redded in Newcastle, 
and was managing director of the Newcastle Fire 
Office. He was at the east end of Hillgate at the 
time of the explosion ; but just previously he had 
been near the gateway leadms into the warehouse, 
and had a complete view of the premises. A hose 
attached to the water-pressure was playing on the 
flames where he was ; and at the other side Uie North 
British ensine was playing, besides otiier engines. 
He particularlv marked the effect of the water upon 
the flames. The fire was so dreadful that he made a 
remark that It was like playing ^th a watering pan 
mran it. He thought water could not accimralaie at 
the gateway, as it would evuwrate in steam from the 
intense heat. He was very desirous of seeing it there. 
He could give no information relative to gunpowder 
being there, or to the cause of the accident. The 
lowest part was on fire before he left, and part of the 
roof was down. He directed ^e enginemen to play 
upon some casks at the left ride of the entrance, until 
he saw there was nothing combustible in them ; for 
he saw one break open, and that did not increase the 
flames. He then directed the firemen to play higher ; 
and it was his opinion that there could not be any 
|(ieat accumulation of water below. He could not see 
into the vaults. He knew nothing of the floating en- 
gine, but at that time three engines were in full 
operation on the flames. If the floating engine had 
arrived he would have known it, because the firemen 
would have told him. The floor where the gateway 
was, was ob fire ; and it burnt like a fiimace. The 



heat was most intense. The interior of the building 
was on fire before he left. The sulphur drove him 
away, and he got into a passage, and thence into a 
room which appeared deserted, when he was knocked 
down and stunned ; but he did not know the cause of 
it. When he became conscious he heard the debris 
coming down similar to a noise occarioned by the fidl 
of coals from the bottom of a coal-waggon. He also 
felt something disagreeable, and thought he would be 
choked. He called out, and two men came to his 
assistance, and he made his escape. It was hia 
opinion that it was almost impossible 350 gallons of 
water could suddenly accumulate at the gateway. 
He was unable to describe the explosion, as he be- 
came for a short time tmoonsdous. If water was 
lodging at the entrance wa^ of the warehouse, he 
thought he would have seen it before he left. 

Q^ige Richardson : I am a tide waiter in the cus- 
tom house at Newcastle, and a pensioner belonging to 
the Royal Marines. Ihiavehadagooddeal tooo with, 
gunpowder in my life. I understood that Bertram's 
was the place where the gunpowder was fetched from 
with wmch salutes were fired at Hawks's. I was 
never present when it was taken out. I am speaking 
as hx bade as 1838. The powder was brought to me 
at Hawks's to make cartndges of. I made the car- 
tridges. I was told by the men that the powder came 
out of Bertram's wiurehouse. The last time I ever 
heard of gunpowder being brought from there was in 
1838. I don^t recollect firing any salutes on the last 
Queen's burth-day, nor on her birth-day before the 
last. The last time I fired salutes at Hawks's was cot 
Ascenrion day in 1838, The men said they got the 
powder from Hillgate ; but, on second thought, th^ 
did not mention Bertram's in particular. I have never 
seen any powder m the premises in Hillgate. I know 
James Taylor of the custom house. Se asked me a 
few days ago whether I thought there was any gun- 
powder in &e premises. I told him that sulphur and 
saltpetre woulct never explode in that way. That is 
all the conversation I have had with him upon the 
subject. I have never seen sulphur and saltpetre 
explode. I have seen them mixed and set fire toCand 
they merely give a large puff and a fume. They 
never explode. I now recollect telling Taylor that I 
understood the powder for the salutes at Hawks's came 
from Hillgate. I never said I had taken any firom 
there myself. I merely told him the men who brought 
it to me to make the cartridges of said they brought it 
from Hillgate. I was at the custom house when the 
eoq^oeion todk place, I did not smell gunpowder at 
the time of the escplosum, because the wind was the 
wrong way ; but 1 smelt sulphur strongly after the 
wind took a turn.— (Percival Smith here reminded 
the Ooroner that the warehouses which exploded wem 
not built in 1838.) 

Anthony Hogg : I have a cartand horse of my own 
on the (^y. I perfectly knew the premises that 
exploded in Hillgate. I did not lead gunpowder into 
Hillgate the day before the explosion ; nor at aqy 
other time to my recollection. I never told Blakey, 
a shoemaker in the Side, that I had led gunpowder 
into Hillgate. I have no information to give the jury 
about gunpowder being on the premises which ex- 
ploded : but I remember hearing some men say in 
the fisn market, since the fire, that they knew that 
John Bulman had carted gunpowder to Bertram's 
warehouse. 
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John Blakqr deposed that he had heaid that 
Anthony Hoeg had led ffonpowder into the premises 
that explodedthe day bcdbre the explosion ; and that 
he had apprised the authorities of his having; so hea^. 

Thomas Hall : I don't know of any gnnpowder 
havinff been lodged in the premises that exploded. I 
knew Feter Brown, and I remember hearing him say 
to Ralph Faddy, to Charles Home, and myself, on 
the morning of the explosion, and jost before it took 
place, that he had assisted mputtmg some powder 
into the Taults that exploded. We were then standing 
looking at the fire from the Quayside. Peter Brown 
is since dead : he was killed by the explosion. 

Charles Hume : I am a laboorer on Uie Qoay. 
Aboni three o'clock on the morning of the explosion 
I heard Peter Brown say that he was one of three who 
had pat 9 tons of gunpowder into the premises that 
exploded* I thought it was not true, ana I called him 
a liar. He was then standing beside the Orey Horse 
public hoDse on the Quay, looking at the fire. A quar- 
ter of an hour after he told me that, Brown was killed 
by the explosion. I did not belieye ^ere was gun- 
powder there, or I would not hare remained. After 
teUhoig me that, he went away immediately up the 
Quay towards the Sandhill, He did not say he was 
goinff, because he was frightened ; but he said, <<Toa 
will hear a bigp;er crsek hy and bye, and 111 be go- 
ing." (SensaUonO He was afterwards found dead in 
the entry of the Ony Horse public house. 

Balph Faddy ; I am a waterman. I was standing 
with Charles Smne talking to Peter Brown on the 
Quay on the morning of the fire. Brown said« *< Men ! 
what are you standing there for; if you knew what I 
know yon would not stand there." Be added that he 
was one of three who put 9 tons of gunpowder into 
Bertram's warehouse. Home offered to bet him five 
ahilings that that was not true, and they ''cangled" 
onfor sometime. Brown then went away, and his body 
was afterwards found dead up an entry into which he 
had been blown by the explosion. I do net know 
that gunpowder was erer put into the premises. 

The mquiry was adjourned, at 8 o'clock, until Wed- 
nesday next at 10 ; and the jury, accompanied by the 
Coroner and OapL Du Cane, proceeded to the chemical 
works of Mr. Pattinson, at the Felling, to witness 
some experiments bearing upon the mTestigation, 
which that gentieman was desirous of makingm their 
presence* — 



Mr. Fattiiison first caosed s metal pot to be Inserted in 
the gronnd tiotU its top wae leTel with the sorfsoe, and hat- 
ing put Into U91ba. of nitrate of soda and Slbe. of snlphar, 
he ignited the maes ; and then, beating it to the highest pos- 
sible degree of which it was susoeptiUe, he ponred into it 
about a quart of water. The efliact was an Inunediate ex- 
nlosion (accompanied by a loud dapX which would hare 
been ezoeedingly perilous to any person in its fanmediate 
vkinity. Ihls experiment was repeated under precisely 
slmiUroonditiona, and attended with a precisely stannav 
resolt A trial of the same Und, which had been made be- 
fore the arxiTal of the Ooroner and jury, had been aoeom- 
panied with the addiUonaleflbct that the metal reeael which 
was the eahieet of it had a hole blown throu^ it in two or 
three difterent phicee. 

The series of experiments was next made under different 
eonditions. flie pot faito which the sulphur and nitrate of 
soda were put was oorered orer the top with a Urge pieoe 
of thick metal of considerable weight ; and ahore that again 
were placed aereral Urge pieces of day and earth. It was 
deemed neceasary to try this experiment in an open field, 
awsy from any dweWog-house, an4 which admitted of ^ 



spectators phudng themselTes at a sale distanoe Crom the 
spot. The materials were then ignited as before ; and whmi 
In the ineandesoant state, water was poured upon the mass 
down a spout The result was but a oomparatlTely slight 
explosion, and which soaroely disturbed the bran and dods 
pUced OTcr the mouth ol the TcaML Another experiment 
of the kind was made with the same result. At length, a 
trial baring been made lor a third time, but with this diflb- 
rence, that the Teasel was coTered orer the top with ano- 
ther slmlUr Tesse), and that the water was poured upon the 
burning sulphur and nitrate of soda with greater rapidity 
than before, by slightly dcTating the spout, tlie effect was 
to blow up the pot on the top into the air to a height of up* 
wards of 70 feet, accompanied by a loud detonation. With 
this the Ooroner and jury became couTinced that whether 
or not the premises in HUlgate contained gunpowder, they 
contained at all CTcnts elements ascertahily explosive, and 
perhaps tut more destructiTe. 

NBW0A8TLB INQUB8T. 

Oir Monday, Oct. 9, an inquest was held by J. Q. 
Btoker. Bsq., at Mr. Barron's, Cattle Market Hotel, on 
the bodies <n seyen persons lying dead at the {Tewcastle 
Infirmary, vis. ;— 

Ann LaUler, aged SO, of Gateshead. 

Mary Keras, aged SI, Ghnrehwalk, Ckteshead. 

John Humble, 30, painter, Pilgrim-street, Newcastle. 

James Dalrymple. 

Lodi Wear, a Ubourer at the Felling Ohemical Works. 

Thomas Toung. 

William Wilkinson. 

The jury consisted of Mr, Ebenezer Robeon (fore^ 
man), and Messrs. John Mawson, G. R. Shield. John 
Gray, John Dunn, George Bell, Allan Falcus, Thomas 
G. Morland. Thomas Wallace, Thomas Short. Robert 
Cooper, John Armstrong, and Charles Septimus 
Gibson. 

The Coroner said, that he did not consider it neces- 
sary, at present, to hear any eyidence beyond that 
re^ui^te to identify the bodies of the sevend persons 
lying dead. Cases of so serious a nature as those they 
were called upon to inyestigate. required some time 
before the police and other autnonties could gather 
evidence of a satisfiictoiy nature to lay before the jury ; 
and that being so he would ask them to adjourn the 
incniest until Friday, Oct. 13. 

The jury proceeded to the infirmarv, and, after 
Tiewing the bodies, eyidence touchmg the identity of 
Mai^ Kerss, John Humble, and Lodi Wear, was 
receiyed; after which the inquiry was adjourned 
until Friday morning at ten o'clock. The other .bodies 
had not then been identified | but the Coroner gaye 
instructions that, as soon as their friends appeured, 
th^ were to be removed for interment. 

Fbidat, Ootobbb 13.~Mr. John Wilson, who slept 
at the worsted mill, gaye eyidence as to its destruc- 
tion by fire. He could throw no light on the cause. 

Perciyal Smith repeated, in substance, the eyidence 
which he had abeady given in Gateshead. 

Other witnesses were examined, and the Coroner 
adjourned the inquiry until Monday, October Idth, 
that the jury might have the advantage of Mr. H. L. 
Pattinson's evidence, and of the evidence to be given 
by the chemist sent down by the Government. 

^ . 

PUBLIC MEETING IS GATESHEAD. 

On Tuesday, Oct. 10, at one o'clock, a meeting waa 
held in the Townhall of Gateshead. 

The Matob, who took the chair, extremely regretted 
that the duty should have devolved upon mm of call-* 
ing such a meeting. He was sore, however, that; 
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vrery Kentieman present would have thougbt him 
an&ithfal to duty if he had not called the inhabitants 
together on such an occasion. They were all aware 
that it had been bis intention to give, shortly, a 
dinner and a ball. He had now changed his determi- 
nation. The dinner and the ball would be dispensed 
withy and the Cost given to the fund for the relief of 
those who had lost their all. (Applause.) 

The RBof OB (Rev. Pr. Davie^) moved the first 
resolution : — *' That this iheeting, deploring the ereat 
calamity with which Newcastle and Qateshead have 
been visited, by the fire and explosion in this 
boroughy resolves to join in a public subscription for 
the rdief of the necessitous su£ferers." He would not, 
(he said,) on such an occasion, occupy the meeting at 
any length. They were all fEimiliar with the words of 
the poe^ when he told them ot " sermons in stones '" 
and ne thought the stone before them — (pointing to a 
fused mass from the fire, lying on the table)— must 
preach to the meeting a fiir more impressive sermon 
on the late calamitous event than sny which he 

She Rector) was capable of composing. The 
octor, however, pointed to a few of the alle- 
viating circumstances of this visitation — the open- 
ng up of sources of philanthropy and kindness, the 
I^eepin^ alive of the principle of benevolence, and the 
deepening of the sense of our continual dependence 
upon Providence. He commended the determination 
ox the Mayor to abandon his proposed festivities ; and 
stated that a meeting of ladies had been held at the 
Rectoiy to miJce provision for the relief of the 
sufferers— in such a way, however, as not to dash 
with the present proceedings. He had also received a 
letter from the venerable Bishop of Durham, who, 
having heard of the calamity, had written to express 
his sympathy with the sufferers, and to beg that he 
might be allowed to aid in any effort to be made bv 
Newcastle and Qateshead for their relief. His lord- 
ahip also alluded to the wreck of St. Mary's church, 
and tendered his assistance in putting it in a state of 
regair. (Parishioner, sotto voce : It must be rebuilt) 
He had also received a note, written by one who 
wished to contribute his mite, and who enclosed 4s. 
in " Queen's heads." Certainly, the Queen's head 
could never be better employed than in contributing 
to tiie relief of destitution and sutiRering ; and the gift 
of the anonymous donor would be well employed in 
carrying on the correspondence arising out of the 
proeent oenevolent movement. (Applause.) 

Mr. H. Q. LiDDELL, M.P., seconded the Rector's 
motion, and stated that, on Sunday last, the excellent 
incumbent of Lamesley, losinj^ no time, had taken 
Qsea^ures lor a public subscription; and his (Mr. 
Idddell's) venerable relative (Lord Ravensworth). 
without having his attention called to the subject, had 
en>ressed his sympathy with the sufferers bom the 
calainity, and intimated his desire to assist in alleviat- 
ing thor distress. (Applause.) The honourable 
member, after offering fus services as a coDector of 
subscriptions, proceedeid to make some very pertinent 
remarks on the beneficial results to be anticipated 
from this awfiil visitation. The close alleys which 
bad been destroyed would ^ve place to more spacious 
thorough&res, and with miproved dwellings there 
would be an improved population. (Hear, hear.) He 
had mat pleasure in seconding the resolution. 
(Gamed.) 

Mr. R. S. Newall moved the appointment of Mr. 
Alderman Hawks, of the District Be^, as treasurer. 



Mr. Ralph Waltebs^ who had been reqhiirest^itp 
second the motion, conressed that he saw sbi^ £m- 
culty in the contemplated arran|[em'6nt ; d6ub6i% 
whether it would not be desirable tiiat ISesiftiisKle ml 
Qateshead should have separate treasurers. 

From the conversation 
that a disposition existc 
junction in Gateshead, e 
might be ndsed fo^ th6 1^ 
sides of the river. The 
Rector of Gateshead £*ell, 
and Dr. Davies laude 
prompted the stronger sis 
weaker, Gateshead posses 
and Newcastle the ihajori 
Cbawshat thought it mij 
tion of a junction at onc( 
do so, and therefore mOv< 
to the committee to be ap 
view to a codperation ^t 
The worthy and liberal 
whom he had been in < 
informed him that the s 
buted without regard' to t 
(Applause.) The mOst lil 
would be to amalganiate ^ 
Mr. 0. stated tlie many t 
which would result firom 
tie committee had appoin 
held at 4 o'clock that aay i 
the Gateshead committer 
nicatiuj; with theih, witl 
Adminng their generous 
the Gateshead committer 
Mr. A. G. Gray seconded 
received large subscriptio 
of the sufferers generally 
be sent from a distance fo 
why should they trouble 
their bounty I Mr. Wai 
culties in the way, if thei 
neither independent nor 
amalgamatea, and all w( 
spective of residence, he 
objection. Mr. Cbawsh 
to substitute the word '*ai 
and with this amendmei 
mously passed— the Mat( 
was acting very handsomely. 

The subscription was now started, t!he MaVob sub- 
scribing ^100. His worship also read a note from 
Mr. C. M. Palmer, stating that Mr. Hutt had a 
pressing engsgement elsewhere, and possibly miyht 
not be at the meeting :— he (Mrl Pahner) thereJm 
sent a subscription of £25 on the psH of the finn (the 
Marley Hill (Jolliery Gompany). (Applause.) 

Mr. A. G. Gray put down £190^ sUbtoi1;K^d by 
several merchants oz the city Of Xiondon ; j^, the 
subscriptions of the men employed by ium at the 
Friars' Goose Chemical Works ; and £20^ h£S own 
contribution. (Applause.) 

Mr. O&AWSHAT stated that the workmen eihployed 
by himself and partners, at the Gateshead Ironworks, 
had resolved to subscribe one day's wa^'. rApplause.) 
The number was so great, and ihH ^es p^dso con- 
siderable, that the r^hlt would be a haYidsome 
subscription. He hoped tiiat otheif large bodies of 
workmen would copy the example. (Hear^ hear.) 

Mr. Gbat said, the proposal was truly libenJi and 
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he would not be suzprised if the men in his employ 
were to amend their subscription in coxisequence. No 
one, he said, who knew the liberal spirit of the work- 
men of Newcastle and Qateshead, and, indeed, of all 
England, would be surprised by the announcement. 
It were well if their generosity were more generally 
imitated by the other classes. 

Mr. Alderman Joseph Hawks was now appointed 
txeasurer; and Mr. O&awshat moved the appoint- 
ment of a committee, consisting of the Mayor, the 
Rectors of Gateshead and the Fell, and Messrs. George 
Hawks, R. S. Newall, John Ghreene, Ralph Walters, 
0. Garbutt, William iBrown, George Crawsnay, James 
Pollock, A. G. Gray, James Hewitt, Heniy Brady, 
John Sowerby, R. W. Hodgson, and F. P. lonn, 
with full discretionary powers as to the application 
of thefimd. 

Mr. JoHS HiTKTEB seooudod the motion, and it was 
adopted nem. can. 

Mr. James Hswitt moved the appointment of 
Messrs. G. J. Eenmir and J. W. Swinburne as secre- 
taries. Seconded by Mr. Pjeteb Haogie, and car- 
ried. 

The Rev. Wzluam Atkinson moved the next reso- 
lution : — '* That the thanks of this meeting be given 
to the Worshipful the Mayor and Mafi:istrate8, to the 
militai^, to the public servants of the borough, to the 
labourmg classes, and to all those whohAve honourably 
and chemully discharged their several duties in th£s 
tiying emergency ; and, while tendering this expres- 
fiion of their gratitude to the military, the inhabitants 
pf Gateshead would also offer their condolence on 
the lamentable death of Ensign Paynter and Corporal 
Stephenson, who perished in the cause of humanity." 

Mr. Gabbutt (Chairman of the Board of Guardians) 
seconded the motion, and it was carried tmani- 
mously. 

On the motion of Mr. Newall, it was also unani- 
mously resolved : — " That the sympathy manifested 
towards this borough on the present occasion by neigh- 
bouring communities, and the active and valuable 
assistance which jthey have rendered, demand the 
warmest thanks of this meeting; and they are requested 
to accept this grateful acknowledgment of kindnesses 
which will not readily be iforgotten." 

Mr. Cabse, as a working man. suggested to the 
committee that applications for relief should be made 
through the landlords of the sufferers. Such an ar- 
langement would prevent the abuses which had oc- 
curred on former occasions. He himself, in connec- 
tion with the present calamity, had suffered more by 
plunder than by ffxe. 

The Matob said, Mr. Carse's suggestion should have 
the attention of the committee. 

Mr. Gbat said, he had now to propose to the meet- 
ing that they should specially acknowledge the ser- 
vices of one who, despising danger, had discharged 
the obligations of his responsible office like a good 
Jinfflishman and a good Ohnstian. He would move— 
*' That the thanks of the meeting be given to the 
Chief Magistrate of this borough— not merely for his 
services in the chair, but for his prompt appreciation 
and zealous fulfilment of the duties ofhis position in 
connection with this great calamity." (Applause). 

The motion was carried by acclamation, and the 
Mayor returned thanks. He stood there, ne said, a 
monument of the mercy of Divine Providence. He 
p^ver expected} on the pioimng of the explosioni to 



see their &ces again ; and felt devoutly thankful that 
he was still present amongst them a living man. 

The meeting having broken up, a junction wss sub- 
sequently efiiBcted by the two committees, and the 
fund for the relief of the sufferers will therefore be one 
and the same. 

*^ We never had such a day as this before I" Such 
was the testimony of a railway official on Sunday 
night, after the laist train of visitors had taken their 
departure from the Ty ne. Immense were the numbers 
of persons that came to Newcastle and Gateshead, 
from Sunderland and Shields, and from other pbices, 
to witness the ruined condition of the two towns. 
Chiefly they came by rail, but hundreds came by 
water ; and loaded vehicles of all descriptions came 
in by the turnpike roads. 

Our streets were even more thickly thronged than 
on market-day ; but strict order was kept— thanks to 
the loyal and peaceable character of the Esglish 
people in general, and to the arrangements of the 
constituted authorities. 

The Mayors (Aldermen Dodds and Haggle) were at 
their respective posts :— that is, they were everywhere 
where they were wanted ; and the militaiy, police, 
and special constables kept their appointed guard. 

Mingling with the sound of '*the churchgolng 
bell" were heard the clcoik of fire-engines on land and 
water, keeping down the Gateshead fire, whose 
sulphurous nimes still poisoned the atmosphere. Our 
Newcastle contemporai^y, the Chronicle^ gives the 
following list of the engines : — 

Newcastle Fire Office ; North British Fire Office ; Walker, 
Parker, & Co.'s; Newcastle and Carlisle Railway Com- 
pany's ; Newcastle Barracks ; Hawks & Grawshay's ; H. L. 
PattlDSon ft Co.'s ; one floating engine and three land 
engines from North and South Shields ; one floating and 
three othei engines irom Sunderland (one from the barf 
racks, the others from the town). Uexham, Durham, Mor- 
peth, also ftirnished an engine each ; and we believe there 
were many others from difterent places and private com- 
panies. 

Four bodies were taken out during the day firom 
the smoking ruins in Hillgate : — 

James Moeley, aged 27, Oakwellgate, Gateshead, (a 
shacklemaker with Abbot ft Co.) 

Alexander Dobson, 27, New Bridge-street, Newcastle, (son 
of John Dobson, Esq., architect). 

Thomas Sharp, 27, SummerhUl-terraoe, Newcastle, (a 
gentleman of independent circumstances). 

Martin Hall, slater, 62, Gallowgate, Newcastle, (a fireman 
of the North British Office). 

It was not previously known that Mosley was in 
the ruins. 

Some sad surmises had arisen that Mr. Dobson and 
Mr. Sharp, who were missing, had found a grave in 
the Hillgate cairn. The remains of the latter gentle* 
man were in such a state that identification would 
have been impossible, had not his gold watch been 
found with them. 

What seemed peculiarly to impress the visitoTS, 
almost more than the smouldering ruins on the 
opposite margins of the river, was the general wreck 
ot property untouched by the fire. From the High 
Level Bridge they could see the shattered rods and 
walls and windows of the houses ; and, on a nearer 
view, they could mark such evidences of explosiye 
violence as the large masses of stone imbedded in 
Spencer & Capper's front wall on the Quayside. 
Great, indeed, must have been the impulse whicli 
hurled aloft from Hillgate one of thooe solid oblong^ 
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blocks of granite wmliiiig upwards of 3 cwt, used as 
'* border stoneSy" and flung it high over the Ghurch- 
waJk, and fEur beyond the chnrchyud into Oakwellgate. 
It grazed the eavee of the old townhall, and pitched 
hef^ong down into the railed indoenre in front of the 
Bird in Bush inn. Near the same spot, a stone, 
violently dashed into Mr. Easton's staole, instantly 
killed a horse ; and, within a few yards, nine feet of 
main gas-pipe, torn from its bed, was thrown into the 
workshop ox Mr. George Elliott, plumber. 

On Oct 8, a fire broke out in the premises of Mr. 
Origoni, toy-merchant, Dean-street, attributed to 
some smouldering missile from the Hillgate ware- 
house. But this is mere conjecture. The flames 
were soon extinffuished. A cask of gunpowder was 
removed from tne premises, and several canisters 
from the adjoining shop. Gunpowder is in great 
demand in our colliery districts, and we fear that it is 
extensively kept in store on the banks of the Tyne ; 
although a licensed dealer may lawfully have no more 
than 200 lbs. on his premises, and other vendors only 
60. 

Owing to the ruined condition of our mother-church 
of St. Mary (which will have to be, not repaired, but 
rebuilt), tnere could be no public worship therein; 
so St. Edmund's was in extra requisition ; and the 
calm, quiet march of the Sunday scholars, along the 
unwonted course of our Back-lane, to divine service, 
contrasted strikingly with the hurrying to and fro d 
excited spectators m the valley below. 

There wss also another contrast. 

On the preceding Sunday our places of worship 
resounded with thanksgivings for the abundant 
harvest, and the breasts of the grateful worshippers 
swelled proudly with thoughts of the ^' great victorv" 
the Alhes had gained over their enemies in the 
Crimea, where thousands upon thousands of human 
bein^, French, and English, and Turks, and 
Bussians, had mingled their blood on the banks of the 
Alma, and the barbarian army of the Czar had been 
driven from the field. 

A week had elapsed — Sunday had come round 
again — and, in the interval, our sister communities 
had been visited by a mighty affliction, the shadow of 
which had covered the whole land. The same pews 
were filled by the same worshippers: but how 
diflerent their aspect ! Every heart was cnastened by 
the visitation. Everywhere the handwriting was 
visible on our walls, and had found interpreters. The 
emotions of the day of thanksgiving were natural ; 
the Dfiatitude was devout ; the exultation sprung from 
a feeling honourable to our nature and our nation. 
Still, the refining lesson came not in vain. It brought 
to our own doors horrors kindred to those of the 
battle-field, and smote with remorse the hearts which 
had thought too little of the woes and too much of the 
glory of war. Voices which had led liie psalmody of 
two Christian congregations— the voices of poor Buke 
and his son — were now silent ; and from eve^ pulpit 
was heard the solemn moral of our great calamity. Nor 
was that nrimary duty of piactical Christianity over- 
looked — the relief of uie widow and the fiitherless, of 
the houseless and the needy. Collections were made 
in several of our churches and chapels, and others are 
^ be made on the I5th. Their amoimt must be pro- 
portioned to the miMTiitude of the occasion. 

The remains of Mr. Charles Duke, foreman to Mr. 
]Bdwaid Bruce, of Qateshead, mason, and of his son, 
l^ere buried at St. Cutbbert's, on Sunday ; and t|ie 



fiineral procession bore testimony to the respeet in 
which Mr. Duke was held. He was a member of the 
choir of St Andrew's. Newcastle ; and as a sacred 
musician he will long be missed. 

The Qateshead Magistrates met specially on Mon- 
day, at noon, to receive Captain Du Cfme, B.E., 
whom Lord Palmerston had appointed to attend the 
inquest. The gallant captain desired to have plans of 
the locality in which the explosion occurred, and, in 
particular, of the manufactory and warehouse ; and 
m this matter his wish had been, to some extent, 
anticipated. Various rumours and suspicions as to 
gunpowder having been on the premises in illegal 
quantitips were considered, and the Mayor was 
advised by the meeting (and consented) to publish a 
proclamation as follows : — 

BOBOUOH OF OATBSHIAD. 

Whereas sospicions ai'e entertained that the reeent fear- 
fill explosion in Hillgate, in this borough, has been oocar 
sioned by gunpowder, and whereas it appears to the Ma<^ 
trates of this borough that the said saspiciona should be 
thoroughly investigated, I, therefore, do hereby request that 
all persons who can give information touching the storing 
of any gunpowder, or other explosive matter, in HiHgate, 
shall immediately eonminnieate with Mr. fiehorey, the 
Superintendent of Police, at the Police Station, TbwnhaU, 
Gateshead. D. Hagoib, Mayor. 

It was thought that such a proclamation would mdli- 
tate the Coroner's inquiry, and, if the rumours should 
prove to be unfounded, tend to remove the alarm ot 
the inhabitants. It was also resolved that the Magis- 
trates should meet nightly, and give the Ma^or their 
advice and assbtance ; which, his worship said, would 
be very acceptable to him. The highest praise waa 
expressed towards the miUtary, the police-forces ot 
both county and borough, and the inhabitants gene- 
rally, for the great readiness and noble exertions which 
had been displayed under the distressing drcum- 
Btances of the case. While commending the Mayor's 
very proper proclamation, we are led to mention, in 
corroboration of the popular surmise as to gunpowder, 
that some years ago, when a fire broke out in the 
neighbourhood of our office, the whisper ran abroad 
that there was gunpowder at no great distance, and 
casks (said to contam that substance) were got out, 
and hurried off with nervous trepidation, the late Mr. 
Doughis being one of the foremost and most active in 
promoting the general safety at hisownperiL Our 
own opinion is, nowever, that gunpowder had nothing 
to do with the explosiod of last week. The Daily 
NewSy which reaches us while we are writing, severely 
admonishes the communities of Newcastle and Qatesp 
head on the subiect of their toleration of explosive 
masses in their midst ; just as, a year aso, our London 
contemporaries were rebuking our neglect of sanitary 
observances. 

The aspect of onr thoroughfares, during; the day^ has 
been ofan epidemic complexion. Coffins m our streets, 
passing to and fro, have deepened the general sadness. 
Three or four of these were provided for one fiunily, 
whose bodies, taken out of the rums, had been laid m 
the morning in the belfry of St. Mary's church. 
SJBunuel Hart, a labourer, lav near his son John, a lad 
of 12 or 13, and his niece, Mary Ann, a girl of 8 or 9. 
His wiie's remains had not been discovered. Of a 
frunily of five, but one had escaped. A bundle, lying 
on the church floor, served as a record of the closing 
scene of their lives. They had collected together their 
worldly goods, and were preparing to flee frpm their 
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htim»i wheft the fML explofllon came upon (hem, and 
anesled their flight. As we looked tipon them, some 
friendB drew up. and, after a acrutiny^ one of them 
flaid, "Is that litUe Johnny ?" Being told that it 
ivajS slie Imnt faito a flood of tears. 

James Williams «m|il<^ed in the worsted manu- 
flMttoiy, and Saiaii Untohmaoii, spinster, were dag 
Utoi dooog the dar. 

The renuuBS of Mr. Heniy Harrison^ }\m^ (eon of 
#sr dd and respected neighboor, Mr. Henry HarriBon^ 
sett.,) whs kept a shopi at the corner of Mosley and 
Betm stoeets, were also fomkL A bunch of keys was 
ilw sole means by whicb they coqM be .identified^ 
9he ashes of Boany persotti were seen in the rains in 
HiUgate whoee names w3i ntever be known. 

Qreat was the anxiety felt by the public to learn 
** whether any more bodies had been found ;" and all 
dtty long (ae on every day since the explosion) the 
people luve wtaderra oeseelessiy up and down, and 
HB near to the roinls as police and w^Ai^ Would per- 
mit—strangers being struck by the inarveUous archi- 
teoture of Hillgate and its precipitous banks ; whereon, 
aA the census 5i 1861, hvx houses were found to con- 
tain a popidation of 52 families and 215 individuals I 
And yet, even here pleasing traces of English domestic 
life msEV be discovered amidst the rums. In one 
iSQean/iorBaken room, ^here Hhe household gods still 
Tfngered, we favcttd: a print of tine ^t Bloomfield over 
'lie chimniqfpiece, and on the^ mfor a volmne of the 



^he desertion of property was a itemaikable fiBatare 
df the occasion. Watches ^ere left hanging on the 
walls, and money abandoned rfi the till : and days 
dapsed before inqmiy was made for the valuables. 

A handbill made its appc^izaiice on Monday, cau- 
fionitt^ the public that ^^arsenic," to U&e extent of 
Ave tons^ was hi the warehouse at the time of the 
esplosioni and " was bumtt!^ with the sulphur in the 
tnhiB." '^ The smoke arisix^ therefrom was a deadly 

S^ison, and should be avoided as much as possible.^' 
ow the monitor came to know that the explosion 
left the arsenic in the roinsj we camiot say ; but as, 
^ter since S a.h. on Friday, we had been breathing 
ti^e ftrmes of the fire, and hundreds of labourers were 
at work in dense clouds that rose f^m the burning 
i:nasBes,the ^'poison" cannot havebeen veiy "deadly;" 
so nobody UfA. any notice of a placard which, had it 
giSttmd credettce, would have put astop to every efiort 
to remove the rubbish. 

^^Why don't you Gateshead people get your fiie 
ont and your rubbish away T 8uch was the taunting 
interrogatory wMch sainted our ear on Monday, aa 
w6 pitoed a Kovocastrian on the Quayside — who 
turned his back on the Gateshead smoke, and looked 
proudly on the tidier wreck of his own town. He did 
iiot conj^der that we have no spacious quay in Gates- 
head, givmg access to our riveredde property i that 
the on^ avenue to the scene of desolation is Hiilgate^ 
where two carts cannot pass eadi other, and which, 
"V^Mfe we ^^rite, is barri<»uled midway by a mountain 
Of rubbidi; and that, moreover, a vast mine of sul- 
phur miderHes and p^ades the glowing mass, whose 
nuDQfes ^ison the atmosphere to a considerable 
distance, and frecpiently drive the labourers from 
th^ work. It Ins been arranged, however, since 
the taunt was thrown out, that the rubbish, or as the 
newspapers more grandly call it, the debris^ shall be 
cast xtxto the Tyne. 

The Oourani^ in an edition of Monday, mentioned 



the identification of a body in the Newcastle fish^ 
market as that of Patrick Mooney. Mooney, who 
was killed on the Quayside, was employed at 
Hawks & Orawshay's woras in Gateshead. Two d 
the men of that establishment are among the killed. 
Oar contem^rary also alludes to tiiie alleged discovery 
of livmg children in the ruins in Gateshead— one of 
them in a cradle. Such romances abound. 

The silver snuff-box of Mr. Charles Bertram, of 
West-street, was found on Tuesday, in the lane lead- 
ing down to the river, between the worsted manu- 
fiEictory and the warehouse, near where the remains of 
Mr. Henry Harrison were discovered. Immediately 
before the explosion, the Mayor left mr. Bertram in 
Hillgate, near the warehouse, Requesting him to re- 
main there until he (Mr. Haggle) went up to Church- 
walk, to see how matters were going on there. Mr. 
Bertram said, ** Well I let's have a pinch first," and 
pulled out his snufl-box, ofifering it to the Mayor; 
and his worship had hardly got up the' bulk before 
the explosion occurred. 

The remains of Mr. William Davidson, who was 
but two or three and twenty years of a«:e, were also 
found on Tuesday morning, in Hillgate. near the 
bond warehouse, lying across the remains or a fireman, 
(James Todd, of the North British brigade). They 
were identified by means of a finger ring and a 
purse. Where the two bodies lay in contact the 
clothing was to some extent preserved ; and here the 
articles were found. The remams were intcmd the 
same day. 

It is (mly as by miracle that Mr. William Davidson 
was the sole member of the family who perished. 
Mr. Davidson, whose large steam flour mill extended 
from Church-street and Church-walk to Hillgate. had 
also a counting-house on the north side of niUgate, 
accessible from the mill by a bridge thrown across tiie 
narrow street. On this bridge stood Mr. and libs. 
Davidson, Miss Davidson, two sons, and t^o do- 
mestics, (who had come down firom their residence on 
the Windmill Hills to see the fire). Mr. William 
Davidson was in the street below. When tiie ex- 
plosion occurred, the bridge was lifted up by the 
shock, and then, loosed firom its attachments, sunk 
down and down, until it threw its living fireight tmon 
the street ! They were now opposite an archway leading 
into the mill ; and. blackened and blinded by the ex- 
plosion, they made their way by a staircase to an 
upperfloor. Most marvellously they passed in safety the 
pimlls of the mill-floor, and escapedinto Church-street. 

One of the many strangers by whom Hillgate has 
been traversed since the &tal 6th, passing do¥n:i the 
flight of stairs leading firom the steps at the east end 
of the Churchwalk, pried into the noisome dens 
in his descent, and remarked, almost savagely, to his 
resident guide—" How can you have tolerated such 
abominations so long t Ko wonder that Heaven visits 
you with pestilence and with fire t Your town invites 
the wrath of God." 

The crater of the volcano, so to speak, was one of 
the spectacles of Tuesday; wh^ by cUj^biog a pile 
of smoking ruins, you could look down upon the vast 
cavity, extending fiir below the level ofthestreet^ 
which marked the site and attested the magnitude 
and might of the explosion. From thi^ abyss had 
been hurled the vast magazine of missiles wmch had 
scattered destruction over the two towns. Bind #hich 
had shot down the Quayside structures as if by soma 
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infernal machine. A mass of iron, weighing at least 
6st., crashed through the roof of Mr. HaU, pawn- 
broker, in High-street, a few doors beyond our office, 
and feu hj the side of a bed in which one of the fimiily 
was sleemnff. A Scotch whinstone, from the pare- 
roent in lliLl^te, fell through the roof in our yard in 
which the child Conway was killed ; and the mother 
was also wounded. Her head was dashed with such 
violence against the wall as to print upon it a picture 
in blood distinctly representing the ^pe which had 
impressed it. A more eloquent record of the human 
sunering which has marked the calamity we have 
hardly seen. The tnacM impression of the ear reveals 
the downward motion given to the head by the im- 
pelling force ; and, below, there is the picture of a 
bloodstained hand. 54 feet of the main gas^ipe from 
Hillgate fell through the roof of a house in BellV 
vard, Oakwellgate, and plunged into the floor of a 
lower room, where it stood upright by the side of the 
inmates in oed. On the opposite side of OakweUgate, 
in the Ck>rpoTation-yard, there fell nearly the whole 
of an iron pillar, or fender, which had kept guard at 
the gateway of the warehouse, to protect the masonry 
from cart-wheels. Its weight would be about a quar- 
ter of a ton. It was a portion of this pillar, or its 
fellow, that entered the nouse of Mr. Hall. Every- 
where our attention has been called to huge projec- 
tiles, portions of the terrific shower of the 6th. In 
the churchyard lies a large cube of freestone, chan- 
nelled for sewerage purposes, this block having been 
thrown from the floor or the sewer in Billgate. Ano- 
ther and sharper mass had ploughed itself a bed in 
the churchyard ; and a still larger fragment, ambi- 
tious of a place within the church as a monument of 
the explosion, had dashed through one of tlie windows 
of the clerestory, and £&Uen with destructive violence 
among the pews. 

THE BOEBOBS OF TB.TDAY MOBNINO, OCT. 6. 

I have not yet seen (says a correspondent} an 
adequate picture of the horroi's of Friday morning ; 
and 1 despair of being able to supply the deficiency. 
I was in Grey-street when I fijrst heard of the fire, 
and went down to the Quayside to witness the 
spectacle. I sat at a window opposite, on the ground 
floor, for some hours ; when, exactly at 12 minutes 
past 3 o'clock (the time at which my watch stopped), 
the gas lights were extinguished. I then heara the 
explosion. It was not, in my ears, so loud and 
threatening as it seems to have been in others. It 
was, to me, a low, booming, swelling sound ; but 
terrific were the consequences. I knew not what had 
oome over me. I was thrown down on the floor, and 
was at a loss whero to turn. Then, the house parted 
to the roof, and light was visible above; but no 
escape. In a moment, there was light through the 
wall, and I passed out^^whether by door or window I 
cannot tell. The Quayside was covered with people 
lying prostrate on their backs or bellies. Surrounaed 
on all sides by fire and by falling houses, my first 
impuJse was to throw myself into the river. Sut I 
tunied, and made for one of the chares. There was 
no passage. I ru^ed along to Sandgate, and on to 
the Vew-road. From head to foot I was as black as a 
sweep :— my hat was eone-r-my head bleeding. But 
my life was saved — I knew not how. I am satisfied 
that many less iortimate individuals must be lying 
under the ruins of the Quayside. 60 long as my own 
life endures, I shall never forget the horrors of the 
4Bth of October, 1864. I cask now realize the earth- 



fuakes of Lisbon and Oalabria and the destruction of 
lerculaneum and Pompeii. 

THB QUATSIDB CHABBS. 

The ruins on Newcastle quay and in the diflerent 
chares present a singular picture. In the foreground 
there is, as at Gatesnead. little to meet the eye but a 
mass of blackened rubbisii ; but, forther back, portions 
of the housesare left standing in all manner of attitudes. 
Here, a gable stands alone : there, a house is cut into 
a section, and presents to the spectator all the domestic 
arrangements which the unfortunate inmates had 
made oefore the catastrophe overtook them. In some 
parts one end of a house has fidlen, leaving the roof 
naif supported bv that which still stands, while others 
are all out utterly demolished.— Jfortsti^ Chronicle. 

Some striking Quayside pictures, and views of the 
ruins generally, have been obtained by our ingenious 
photographic neighbour, Mr. Qeoige 8. Brady, whose 
camera will chronicle the aspect of the catastrophe to 
latest times. 

IITFIBMABT PATIBNTS. 

One poor woman, who had sustained a severe frac- 
ture of the ribs, died during Sunday night ; and fillen 
Short, the cook of Mr. Davison, (the owner of the 
steam-mill which has been destro:^ ed, and who. besides 
almost irreparable injuries to himself, has nad the 
great misfortune to lose his son by the calamit^^,) is 
sinking fast. The total nmnber of deaths at the infir- 
mary up to this time ^Mondav) has been seven ; and 
the sufferers b^ the accident who have received medical 
and surgical aid firom that institution have been 116, 
of whom 59 are in-patients, and 67 out. The case of 
Thomas Ferguson, aged 30, one of the former class, is 
somewhat peculiar. He resides at Elswick, about two 
or three miles from the scene of the catastrophe, and 
was in bed, sound asleep, at the time of the explosion. 
Awoke violently by the concussion, he jumped out of 
bed, and in domg so dislocated the cap of his knee, 
and was brought to the infirmaiy for surgical assist- 
ance. — Morning Post. 

THB lATB BOBBBT PATTUTSOB. 

There is a melancholy interest attaching to the fiite 
of Mr. Pattinson, a member of the Newcastle town 
council, whose death was formerly mentioned. He 
had been exerting himself for some time to persuade 
the council to establish a fire-brigade in the town, 
under their special superintendence, as at present there 
are only two fire-engines in Newcastle, independent 
of that kept at the barracks ; and these belong to fire 
insurance companies in the town. He had veiy re- 
cently carried a motion to have a committee appointed 
to consider the subject, of which he was himself a 
member ; and, anxious to make himself familiar with 
the working of the present tmsatisfifcctory system, he 
made it a point to attend every fire which occurred in 
the town and neighbourhood. His zeal has cost him 
his life. He had l>een attending a fiimily anniversary 
at his fother's house (his father^ birthday), and had 
just returned to his own home in Newcasde when the 
alarm was given, and he at once proceeded to the spot, 
where he was among the foremost and most active as- 
sistants when the biuldings fell. — Morning Chronicle. 

HEBOES or THE HOUB. 

Foremost among these we noticed Mr. Craig, of the 
Highlander Inn, and Mr. Davis, of the Tyne Brewery. 
Mr. Newton, surgeon, was also present, and aided the 
authorities by his local knowledge of the network of 
lanes ramifyuig between the Quayside front and the 
Butcher-bank. We observed Mr. Hawks, Mr. B. 
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Plummer, and Mr. R. P. Philipflon at the point of 
danger, erinoing courage and unemDarrassed solicitude. 
From 4 o'clod: on Friday morning until 8 o'clock on 
the morning of Saturday, Mr. Philipeon was, we 
believe, never absent from the nost which he had 
chosen. His boots were burnt on his feet by scram- 
bling among the hot bricks ; and we saw him walking 
about in a pur of overshoes, which he had probably 
borrowed from some bystander. We are of opinion, 
and the conclusion is arrived at by a minute acquain- 
tance with eveiy step in the progress of this great fire, 
that it is mainly to Mr. Philipeon's quiet energy and 
imperturbable coolness at these times, during which 
the bravest felt a shade of despondency, tliat the con- 
flagration was not general in ifewcastle. — Time*. 

THE GATESHEAD WBECK. 

First, at the east end of Hillgate, and which forms 
the limit of the eruption, was the well-known vinegar 
manufsictory of Messrs. Singers, which was totally de- 
molished, not by the fire but the explosion ; while, 
proceeding from this point up ths quay, a range 
of tenemented houses, followed by the exploded bond 
warehouses, Messrs. Garr's timber-yard, Messrs. Wil- 
son's worsted manufactory, and lastly, the engine 
manufactory of Mr. Bulcraig, this latter place forming 
the western limit. Running parallel with these pre- 
mises, but on the opposite side ol Hillgate, commenc- 
ing with the shop oi Mr. Lumsden, grocer, was a large 
cluster of tenemented houses, occupied oy Irish la- 
bourers, dec, together with one or two common lodg^ 
ing houses ; while the large and once flonrishinff flour 
mill of Mr. Bavidson was closely contiguous. These, 
from their proximity to the worsted mill and bona 
yard, received the full force of the concussion ; some 
of which fell, others were unroofed, while some, with 
the flour mill, were consigned to the flames, burying 
unhappily among the ruins a great number of their 
helpless inmates. Then the houses in Church-walk, 
situated on the brow of the embankment, were, with- 
out a single exception, so shattered and demoliuied as 
to be no longer fit or safe for human habitation. Mr. 
Martin Dunn, builder, possessed considerable propertv 
in this loodity, which is nearly all destroyed. It 
seems, from appearance, that this banksidemust have 
received the weight of the first burst of the concussion, 
as the houses were not only shattered from their 
foundation, but it may be said that some hundreds of 
spectators viewing the Aire were violently thrown to 
the ground^ while several were even carried into the 
burud ground of St. Mary's church, dreadfully ixuured 
and insensible. It was at the same moment that a 
large black doud was observed to rise perpendicularly 
to a great height from the place beneath, and, sud- 
denly bursting, quantities oibumingtunber and other 
matter were thrown fiur and wide. The confla^tion 
thus occasioned spread itself over Gateshted with im- 
mense rapidity ; and part of it, by the wind's cur- 
rent, being thrown over the river, fell upon the roofr 
of the houses in Qrinding-H^hare. and thence onward 
to George's-stairs, speedily set nre to the premises, 
and was the cause of the destruction of property on 
the Quayside. 

But, to return, let the reader come with us from 
the Church-walk to the premises a short way beyond 
Bulcraig's engine-works ; and here another disastrous 
scene presents itself. The property at this place forms 
the left side of Bridge-street, mm Tyne Bridge up to 
Hillgate ; and. as the back of these premises consisted 
of numerous factories, among which was the large 



hat establishment of Messrs. Anderson & Miller, no- 
thing could describe the bulged and tottering condi- 
tion more forcibly than comparing them to having 
been subjected to some heavy cannonade^ while the 
valuable commodities within them were laid waste by 
the same ruinous process. AdverUng next to the 
front of Bridffe-street, and also Church-street, up the 
hill to the High-street and the Half Moon-lane, all 
the shops and house windows present one dismal evi- 
dence of the common shock which had overtaken this 
bustling thoroughfi&re in one single night. But, in 
order to convey some general idea, we will enumerate 
the nuMority of shops, dec., which have received con- 
siderable damage. Furst, in Bridge-street, are the 
shops of-— 

Mr. Blenkinaop, llnendnper. 

Mr. DebeDtaam, grocer and teadealer. 

Mr. Aitchiflon, baker. 

Measrs. Osborne & Harrison. 

Mr. Soott, pablican. Half Moon. 

Means. Anderson & Miller, hatters. 

Mr. Clark, linendraper. 

Mr. Atkinson, grocer and tea dealer. 

Mr. Hogg, wine and spirit merchant. 

Meflsrs. Mather & Reed, hardwareman. 

Mr. CJarbutt, ehemist and druggist 

Mr. Faley, Queen's Head inn. 

Mr. Dobson, batcher. 

The George and Dragon 

Mr. Cook, the Blue BelL 

Mr. Watson's tea warehouse. 

In Church- street, the extensive mill of Mr. David- 
son is a complete ruin, from the combined efiects of 
the explosion and fire. 

Mr. Walker's, Victoria public bouse. 

Mr. Wilkinson, hairdresser. 

Mr. Baliol, herbal medicine retaUer. 

Mr. Harrison, tailor. 

Mr. Davidson, grocer and teadealer. 

Mr. Brown, batcher. 

A Urge range of tenement property opposite, tnm the 
fbot of Bottle Bank upwards to the Qoat inn, greatly 
damaged. 

The Goat publio house, together with brew-house and 
stable, unroofed. 

Mr. Batter's brandy vaolts. 

Mr. Boeenbohm, pawnbroker. 

Mr. Crow, shoemaker. 

Mr. HamUton, hairdresser, (killed). 

Mr. Brett, tailor. 

Mr. Atkinson, dyer. 

Mr. Bell, grocer and teadealer. 

Mr. Greene, property in High-street. 

Miss Murray's hotel in Hi^street, beeidee other property 
beyond. 

The Obterver printing offiee. 
The whole of Cannon-street, situate on the south side 
of 8t Mary's churchyard, may be said to be from end 
to end a mass of ruins— the Cock inn, Mr. Guthrie's. 
Mr. Green's, and Mr. Scott's property within it suf- 
fering more than all the rest. The shop o£ Mr. Snow- 
ball, linendraper, Bottle-baoJc, also suffered greatly.—- 
Neioeastle Oourant. 

THB CUSTOM HOUSE. 

Her Majesty's custom-house, and all its important 
contents, were in the greatest jeopudy ; but by the 
promptness and energy of Mr. Browne, the chief clerk, 
the building in the course of a couple of hours was 
emptied, and all the muniments of uie establishment 
were deposited in a place of safety. 

MOVET TEST 07 PUBLIO INTEBBST. 

How great was the anxiety of the people to see the 
scene of the conflagration, and how extraordinary was 
the influx of strangers into the town on the first days 



Digitized by 



Google 



115 



of the calamity, may be estimated from the fiict that 
the sum collected in hal4>ence, from passengers along 
the High Level-Bridge, on the three days of Friday, 
Saturday, and Sunday, amounted to more than £200^ 
exclusiTe of the toll collected from carriages.— ifom- 
inff Chromele, 

ORATBB or THB HILLOATE VOLCANO. 

The workmen still continue their exertions to clear 
away the ruins, but it is slow work. The mass of 
rubbish is immense, and the fames arising from it 
are detrimental to health. They have, nowever, 
cleared away enough of the deMs to allow of access 
to the spot where the explosion occurred, which pre- 
sents a striking resembkuice to the crater of a volcano, 
the rubbish tluown up having assumed in a very re- 
markable manner the shape of an inverted cone, of 
which the apex is formed oy the vault of the ware- 
house where the sulfdiiur and nitre were represented 
by the agent for the works to be lying side by side. 
Standing upon the edge of this crater, (which one 
can only do for a mioute or two at a time,) the bot- 
tom is covered by a dense and stifling vapour, com- 
pletely filling the area. This is occasionally blown 
aside by a raeath of wind, and then the bottom ia 
discovered — a pool of water caused by the engines, on 
which large masses of burnt sulphur are floating : 
while all along tiie sides of the cone are broken 
rafters, burst barrels, and a lai^ge quantity of loose 
stones, the pulverisBd portions of the pile which 
lately occupied the spot. It is but a short time that 
the spectator has to gaze, for the mephitic vapours 
8|>eeaily obscure the view, or the atmosphere is so 
stifltDg that he is speedily forced to retreat. It is a 
scene, however, which no one who has seen, but tor 
a moment, will ever be likely to forget. — Morning 
Chronkle, 

THB FTIIB 0PFICB8. 

The losses of the several companies by >?re— (we can 
say nottung on the vexed Question of wreck ^ expUh 
non) — approximates to about the following sums, 
making in all (say) j£lOO,000. 

The Newcutle £S0»000 

TheOoanty 20,000 

The North Britlfih 16.000 

The Boyal Bzehange 7,000 

The Leeds and Yorkshire 7,000 

The Norwich 4,600 

The General 4,600 

The Essex Eoonomie 4,<i00 

The Imperial 4,000 

TlieAnehor 4,000 

The Son 2,400 

The National Frovincial 1,600 

The Weet of England 600 

The Liverpool Royal 400 

The London Assuranoe 200 

MISCELLABBOUS IBOIDBBTS. 

One of the Gateshead shutters is said to have been 
blown over to the Sandhill, Newcastle, where it 
knocked a man down. 

Alnwick held a meeting on Thursday (William 
Dickson, Esq., in the chair), when a subeoription was 
set on feot for the relief of the sufferers by the late fire 
and explosion. 

The nmeral of Ensign Paynter, 26th Oameronians, 
aged 18, took place at Jesmond Cemetery, on Tues- 
day. He was son of Mr. Paynter, the Hammersmith 
magistrate, and nephew of Mr. Moody, M.P. tor 
West Somerset. 

Awoke b}r the shock of the explosion, a man and 
his wife, living over the Pit-entiy, Qateshead, sat up 



on end in bed. and a laive stone fell through the roo^ 
and dropped oetween them on the pillow. It made 
its way through bed and floor to the open entry. 

Peter Brown, who was standing on the Quaynde at 
the time of the explosion, rushed up the Dark-entry 
into Grindon-chare, and perished. Me is reported to 
have said to a person near him, '' There {^oes the 
nitrate— the powder will follow." Such stones have 
all the week been as plentifiil as blackberries. 

In Oxford-street, Newcastle, a lady £unted in bed, 
under the impression that the " enemy" had landed. 
One of the braver sex, running in hot haste along the 
street, was accosted with an inquiry as to ** what was 
the matter." '*The Russians! the Russians!" he 
exclaimed *Hhe Russians have landed!" ^fSf He 
was running away fi!om the coast ! 
>i ♦ ■ 

TO THE EDITOR OF TAB GATESHEAD OBSEBVEB. 
Sib, — As every legitimate means ought to be 
devised to raise tunds to relieve (permanently if 
possible) tliose numerous poor persons who have most 
suffered from the recent calamitous flre and explosion 
in the devoted towns of Gateshead and Newcastle, it 
might be suggested that, besides local expedients, 
perhaps the most efiGicient and umple mode ox raising 
a large sum for so benevolent an object would be a 
Qn/em'i Letter addressed to all the churches in 
England^commonly called a ^rK/— setting forth the 
fsiC^A of the case in as concise a manner as possible. 
An appeal of thu kind to all the churches, on a set 
Sunday, could not fiiil to raise, in the 16,000 or 
17.000 parishes in England, a sum amounting to pro- 
bably one hundred thousand pounds. 

2,000 churches averagmg 6s. = ^£500 
4,000 " £\ = 4,000 

7,000 " 5 = 35,000 

1,000 " 20 = 20,000 

1,000 " 60 = 60,000 

16,000 churches £109,600 

Hoping the mode here suggested is as practicable as 
it used to be for relieving distress of^a singularly 
marked character, I remain. Sir, 

Tour obedient servant, 

J.J. 

Sib,— Will you please, in your next number of the 
Oheerwr, to correct a inistake that has been made by 
some of our neighbouring journalists. 

This is not tne (AtrcT time, as they state, that our 
fiietory has been on fire, but the second^ and not three 
only, but four years, since it took place before. 
Our estimate of loss, &c., is as follows :— 
Value of mUl, warehouse, and Umd on 

whioh they stood £8,000 

Steam engine, shafting, and madilnery 1,000 

Stock In mUl and warehouse £500 to 600 

Stock In skinnery £^ to 600 

Insunmee upon the whole £2,000 

I may also add. that we are quite solvent, and able 
to pay ul our creoitors in full. 

When the explosion took place, my eldest son and 
I, with a few of^our workpeople, were in a workshop 
connected with the skinnery, which was blown down, 
and for a while buried us m the ruins. One of my 
own men was killed upon me ; another close by my 
son ; a third had his thigh broken ; whilst the rest of 
us escaped comparativeiy unhurt- 

The shock was immediately preceded by something 
like a shower of small stones upon the roo^ to which 
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my attenti(m was called, and which I said must be 
some of the fizemen ffetiiii^ up with a hose ; when, 
the next moment, the ouilding was thrown down upon 
UflL followed by a shower of stones and buminj? 
solphur ; we not having heard the report, nor known 
what had taken place. 

I am, dear Sir, yours most respectfully, 

Jaiubs Wilbon. 
Windmill Hills, October 12, 1854. 



8iA,— At a time when Newcastle and Qateshead are 
still smarting from the efiects of the late terrible 
disaster, it seems to me a fitting opportunity of call- 
ing the attention of the public to an instance of gross 
and wilful neglect surpassing in enormity any which 
has yet been supposed in the Hill^te explosion. 

At Walker, that same Corporation which is taking 
such an active and praiseworthy part through its 
executire in investigating the cause of last week's 
accident, is in the habit of keeping, or allowing to be 
kept, a quantity of gunpowder, sometimes as much as 
20 tons, in a ntuation the eligibility of wluch you may 
appjreciate from the following fiicts :— 

The magazine is the centre of a vUhge or villages 
containing about 3,000 inhabitants, the nearest house 
(of course subject to fire like others) almost touching 
it. The distance from the magazine to the ironworks 
of Messrs. Losh, Wilson, & Bell, where there is a 
daily consumption of 400 to 500 tons of fuel, is about 
30 yards— there being, besides, only about 100 yards 
fi!om it to the last of a row of coke-ovens and blast 
furnaces. 

In front of the place are public moorings used by 
numerous vessels* 

It is no exaggeration to say, that any casualty— 
which might ^[sily happen, from the explosion of a 
boiler, or pieces of bummg matter from a furnace in 
the ironworks— would cause a destruction oi property 
equal to that in Gateshead, and a loss of life probably 
greater. 

This matter has been more than once brought before 
the notice of the parties in power, but without any 
prospect of redress. If you, sir, through the medium 
of your influential columns, can offer any suggestion 
as to the next steps to be taken, it will be gratefully 
listened to by all wno are concerned, either personally 
or as the friends of humanity. 

I remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Newcastle, October 12, 1864. G. B. 

Sib,— Like many others, I attended the court on 
Wednesday, Oct. 11, held at Gateshead, to inauire into 
the cause of the late terrific explosion wnioh has 
spread destruction and death on ail sides. More par- 
ticularly was I anxious to hear the evidence of Mr. 
Hugh Lee Pattinson. who, as a practical chemist, 
most deservedly stands high in his profession. On 
hearing Mr. PatUnson in me first part of his evidence, 
I was very much delighted; and the experiments 
which he had tried, to elucidate the cause of the ex- 
plosion, were, I think, as striking as it was possible 
for them to be. Bveiy one in the court seemed to 
feel the force and appucabiL'ty of his experiments 
to the question at issue ; but the conclusion to which 
Mr. Pattinson came from those experiments, pro- 
duced, I think I may say generally, a very different 



result. I have not found one person who believes in 
Mr. Pattinson's theory that tteam was the cause of the 
explosion. Indeed, it was most evident from the 
questions that were put, and the decision of the jury 
to ask tor a chemist from London, and to nquest the 
Government to ofier a reward, that they did not be- 
lieve in steam as being the agent whereby the explo- 
sion was caused. 

It is with every respect to Mr. Pattinson I would 
now attempt to call the attention of the public to an 
agency in explosions, which is not new, and which, 
in my opinion (&iling to establish the existence of 
{funpowder on the premises), might be the instrument 
m this case. I believe that water and heat are the 
primary causes; but that steam is the immediate 
cause, under the circumstances, with all due deference 
to Mr. Pattinson, I cannot believe. Assuming that 
Mr, Pattinson is correct as regards the large quantity 
of nitrate of soda and sulphur in the vault or vaults 
on fire, my opinion is, that the admission of a very 
small quantity of water would cause tiiis explosion, 
not by the water being converted into steam, but by 
its being deeompotedy and thus liberating the hydro- 
gen and oxygen of the water, and exposing them to 
flame, the explosive powers of which, when thus fifeed, 
and thus found t^ether, are so well known to all ope- 
rative chemists. Tnese, it is well known, are the agents 
by which many steam boilers have been lifted from 
their seats, and carried like balloons into the air. The 
water of the boiler getting lower than the fire reaches, 
that part of the boiler gets red hot, which decomposes 
the water, producing the above-named gases, and 
thus, it is universally believed, a great number of 
boilers have been exploded. 

In my conclusions I may be wrong, but I must 
contend that probabilities are much more in fiivour of 
hydrogen and oxygen as being the agents, than 
steam — as a mere fractional quantity of water would 
produce immense effects, and hydrogen and oxygen, 
when fired together, give a much louder report in an 
unconfined space than anything known, with the ex- 
ception of falminating gold or silver. 

1 am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Gateshead, October 12, 1654. Johh Fawcett. 



FIRE:— CAUTION. 

WHEREAS, it having been ascertained that per- 
sons have been goin^: about Newcastle, 
Gateshead, and elsewhere, soliciting Donations, under 
pretence of relieving those who have suffered by the 
late Fire and Explosion, this is to give Notice, that 
such applications are unauthorised, and it is hereby 
requested that information may be given to the Police 
of any one thus endeavouring to practise deception. 
Subscriptions having been entered into, and a Com- 
mitee appointed both in Newcastle and Gateshead, 
for relieving the distress occasioned by the late 
lementable occurrence, individuals disposed to assist 
are respectfully requested to pay their contributions 
hito the Banks, to the undersigned, the Treasurers, 
or any Member of the united Committees. 

Csses requiring aid will be considered on being made 
known to the ELelieving Officers of either oi we two 
towns. 

RALPH DODDS, Mayor of Newcastle. 

DAVID H AGGIE, Mayor of Gateshead, 
Oct. 11, 1854. 
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PUBLIC MEETING IN GATESHEAD. 

AT a PUBLIC MEETING of the Inhabitants of 
the BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD, held in the 
Town Hall, on Tubsdat, October 10, 1854, at One 
o'dock, to consider the best Means of anbrding Relief 
to the SuFFEBBBS by the calamitous Fire and Explo- 
sion which has occurred in this Town (the Matob of 
Gateshead in the Chair), the following Resolutions 
were carried by acclamation : — 

On the motion of the Rev. Dr. Dayies, 
Seconded by H. G. Liddell, Esq., M.P., 
1. That this meeting, deplorine the great calamity 
with which Newcastle and Gateshead £is been visited 
by the late awful iire and explosion in this borough, 
resolves to join in a public subscription for the reuef 
of the necessitous sufferers. 

On the motion of Geo. Cbawshat, Esq., 
Seconded by Alex. Geo. Gbat^ Esq., 
. 2. That the Committee to be appomtea be instructed 
to meet the Newcastle Committee, with the view of 
efl^cting an amalgamation with them. 

On the motion of Geo. Cbawshat, Esq., 
Seconded by Ralph Waltebs, Esq., 
3. That a Committee be appointed to carry out the 
objects of this meeting, consisting of— 



The ICayor, 
The Rev. Dr. Davies, 
The Rev. W. AtkinBon, 
Alderman Hawks, 
John Greene, 
R. S. Newall, 
George Grawahay, 
James Hewitt, 



Alexander George Gray, 
Henry Brady, 
John Sowerby, 
R. W. Hodgson, 

F. P. lonn, 

G. Garbatt, 
Ralph Walters, 
William Brown, 



With power to add to their number; that the Com- 
mittee do take such measures as may seem to them 
proper in the application of the funds; and that Messrs. 
G. J. Ebnmib and J. W. Swinbubve be requested to 
act as Hon. Secretaries. 

On the motion of R. S. Newall, Esq., 

Seconded by Henbt Bbapi, Esq., 

4. That Alderman Hawks, of the iTorthumberland 
and Durham District Bank, be requested to act as 
Treasurer. 

On the motion of the Rev. W. Atkikson, 
Seconded by 0. Gabbutt, Esc^., 

5. That the thanks of this meeting be given to the 
Worshipful the Mayor and Magistrates^ to the mili- 
taiy. to the county police, to the pubhc servants of 
the borough generally, to the labouring classes, and 
to all those who have honourably and cheerfully dis- 
charged their several duties in this trying emergency ; 
and, while tendering this expression of tneir gratitude 
to the military, the inhabitants of Gateshes^ would 
also ofier their condolence on the lamentable fistte of 
Ensign Paynter and Corporal Stephenson, who perish- 
ed in the cause of humanity. 

On the motion of A. G. Gbat, Esq., 
Seconded by Dr. Davies, 

6. That the thanks of this meeting be given to the 
Chief Magistrate of this borough, not merely for his 
services in the chair to-day, but for his prompt appre- 
ciation and zealous fulfilment of the duties ot his 
position in connection with this great calamity. 

On the motion of Geo. Hawks, Esq., 
Carried by acclamation, 

7. That the sympathy manifested towards tlus bo- 
rough on the present occasion by neisrhbouring com- 
munities, and the active and valuable assistance which 
they have rendered, demand the wannest thanks of 



this meeting ; and they are requested to accept this 
grateful acknowledgment of kindnesses that will not 
readily be forgotten. 

On the motion of R. S. Newall, Esq., 
Carried by acclamation, 
8. That the thanks of this meeting be j;iven to the 
Mayor, Magistrates, and other authorities of New- 
castle, for the prompt andefiective assistance rendered 
by them on this occasion. 

D. HAGGIE, Mayor. 

The following Subscriptions have since been an- 
nounced : — 

The Mayor of Gateshead £100 

Messrs. Hawks, Crawshay, & Sons 200 

R. S. Newall, Esq 60 

Charles LiddeU, Esq., per R. & Newall, Esq., 50 

Messrs. Haggle Brothers 60 

Hessrs. John Greene & Sons 60 

The Workmen of the Friars Goose Ghemical 

Woriw S6 

Wmiam Hutt. Esq., M.P. 26 

The Marley Hill Coal Company 26 

Ralph Walters, Esq 26 

The Rev. Dr. Davies, D.D 20 

Alexander George Gray, Esq 20 

Messrs. Sowerfoy& Neville 20 

R. W. Hodgson, Esq 20 

G. B. Wharton, 8, LincoUi's Inn Plelda 20 

Chariee Buhner, Esq 16 16 

William Brown, Esq 10 10 

Wylam's Steam Fuel Oompany 10 10 



The Hon. H. G. LiddeU 10 

G. J. Kenmir, Esq 10 

The Rer. William Atkinson 10 

John Barras, Esq 10 

Messrs. John Barras & Go. 10 

Joseph Gamett, Esq 10 

J. W. Swinburne, Esq lO 

C. J. Pearson, Esq 6 6 

Messrs. Doeg & Skelton 6 6 

Henry Brady, Esq 6 6 

William Robinson, Esq 6 6 

John Hopper, Esq 6 5 

W. J. Depledge, Esq. 6 6 

F. Depledge, Esq. 6 o 

Messrs. Mather % Reed 6 

James** — *" """- , 6 

Willian q « 

T. H. i 6 

JohnC 6 

Mr. Tw Cr. Mayor „ 6 

JohnH 6 

FeUowf Dudley 5 

Mr. Ali m 5 

Matthew Thompson, Esq 4 4 

Francis Bennett, Esq 3 8 

Messrs. 0. Garbatt & Son 3 3 

Messrs. John Tickers & Son 3 3 

J. a Forster, Esq 3 3 

Mr. Ramsay, per Mr. Mayor 2 2 

WlUlam Kimpster, Esq 2 2 

Mr. John Golightly 2 2 

Mr. Ben jamin Matchitt 2 2 

John Watson, Gateshead 2 2 

Clerks in the Law Fire OfBee, London 1 15 

The Rev. Thomas Speck 1 1 

The Rer. S. A. Herbert 1 1 

The Rev. F. G. Holmes 1 1 

The Rer. R. Cooke 1 1 

Mr. Rowland 1 1 

Mr. J. Atkinson 1 1 

Mr. James Clephan 1 1 

Mr. G. H. Fedden 1 1 

Mr. F. P. lonn 1 1 

Mr. G. R. Cox 1 1 
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The^mow'sHite 10 

Mr.AltredLegge 10 « 

Mr. Joseph Anderson 10 

Mr. John Fawcett 10 

Sereral Merchants of the City of Looidon, per 

Alexander George Qrayi Esq., viz. :—, 
WQUam Candery, Esq., Fendiurch- street, 

London 10 10 

W. y. Bonaep, BKt 10 10 

Messrs. W. & T. Jones & Ca, QrMWchnrcfa- 

atareefe 10 10 

Messrs. O. J. Ashton & Co.» Mark-lane 6 5 

Henry Batcbelor, Esq 6 5 

Messrs. D. Taylor & Sons 6 6 

I*. Heinemann, Esq., Fenchorch-street 6 5 

i[. G. Gray, Esq., Mineing^lane 6 5 

Messrs. Kingsford & Swinford, Fenchnrcb- 

street 5 6 

G. J. Yondadilozen, Esq., Hireadneedle- 

street 5 5 

Messrs. Lewis, Reis, ft Co , Austin fHars 6 5 

WiUlam Leask, Esq., Eastcheap 6 5 

Messrs. Drew, Heyward, & Barron, Bosh- 
lane 5 5 

Messrs. McLean, Marie, & Co., A^bchnrch-lane, 6 5 

Francis Ridley, Esq., Canonburg 6 

Winiam Hanrest^ Esq., ^een-street-plaoe ... 3 8 

p. Earrest, Esq 3 3 

A Friend 3 3 

Osgood Field, Esq., Soott's-yard, Bnslhlane ... d 2 

Edward Goiby, Esq., Shoreditcb fl 2 

Messrs. Bennett ft Biehards, King WUUam- 

street 2 2 

J. C. Bohrweger, Esq., Fendmreb-street 2 2 

Messrs. Stone ft Mann, lime-street 2 2 

Hirch, E8q.,G. T. ftD 110 

G. Eoceetein, Esq 110 

Messrs. Goodlake ft Natter, GomhiU 110 

W. H. Pinkerton, Esq 110 

George Gabaln, Esq 110 

W. A. Godts, Esq 110 

Messrs. Lister ft Biggs 110 

John Ellis, Esq., Martin's-lane 110 

Merchants of the City of London, per A. G. 

Gray, in addition to former list 80 

THE GATESHEAD INQUEST. 

The inquiry into the death of Policeman Scott and 
others, destroyed by the explosion of the 6th Oct., 
was zesumed on Wednesday, Oct 18, at the Town- 
hall, (the foreman and other jurymen having pre- 
viously visited the Felling Chemical Wocks, and wit- 
nessea further experiments). 

There were present — Capt. Du Cane ; the Mayor 
(David Haggle, Esq.): James Pollock, William 
Hymers, and Ralph WaJce, Esqrs., Borough Magis- 
trates ; the Town Clerk (Q. J. Kenmir. Esq.) ; and 
other gentlemen. The courts however, was no longer 
crowded. 

The Coroner stated that Mr. Schorey, the superin- 
tendent of police, had laid before him a considerable 
amount of information, since the adjournment, bear- 
ing upon the question whether or not the explosion 
was caused by gunpowder. It did not comprise an 
atom of evidence that the warehouse contained gun- 
powder at Uie time of the explosion. It any such 
evidence should come to his knowledge, the jury 
might rely upon his bringing it before them. Their 
request that a chemist, a stranger in this district, 
should be sent down by Government to give evidence, 
and also their suggestion as to a reward, had been 
communicated to the Home Secretai?, from whom he 
had received, the following reply :— 

Whitehall. 16th October. 1854. 

SiB,-^I am desired by Yiscount Palmerston to acknow- 



ledge the reoelpt of yonv letter of the 12th inst, and its 
enclosure, relatiye to the recent calamitous fire in Oates- 
head ; and I am to inform, you that, in pmsoanoe of the 
reqjaest made by yourself and the jury, a chemist of scieor 
tiAc attainments will be sent by Lord Palmerston to Qates- 
head, to make the necessary experiments. But as to the 
application fur a reward, I am to state that the Government 
are in the habit of offering a reward for the dlseorery of 
persons who may hare been guilty of an atrodoos crime ; 
but in all such cases the commisaioa of the crime baa beea 
a notorious fact, and the thing to be discovered has been 
the name and description of the perpetrator. In the pre- 
sent case Lord Palmerston is asked to ofier, on the part of 
Qovernmentp a reward for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether an offence has been committed. This would be a 
departure from established practice, and would be attendod 
with inconvenience, and cannot therefore be done. 

The name of the chemist selected by Lord Pataneaton 
win be communicated to yon by thia day's post, U possible. 
If not, by telegraph to-morrow. 

I am. Sir, your obedient servant, 

J. M. Favell, Esq., Ac. H. WADDINOTOlf. 

P.S. It appears that at this season there will be sojne 
difficulty in finding in London a chemist of eminence who 
will undertake the inquiry ; and as some days may eli^tse, 
you may perhaps find it necessary to a4Jottm the inquest. 
Mr. Pattinson (the Coroner added) would again give 
evidence, but not at present. He was making farther 
experiments, and would state the result on the day to 
which the court might adjourn ; when, alto, the Go- 
vernment witness would be examined. Perhaps the 
jury would consult together, and say whether Wed- 
nesday or Thursday in next week would be the most 
convenient day for their next meeting. 

The Foreman (Mr. John Sowerby), after oonaultin^ 
his colleagues, announced that Thursday would suit 
them best. 

There was now & short converwtion, originatinff in 
a question put by Mr. Prockter, a» to wh^er there 
was any chamber below the warehouse vaultB — ''in 
the deep a lower deep.'' It did not appear, however, 
that there was any plan esctant for the settlomant oi 
the question. 

The Coroner said, he would now take the evidanoe 
oi Mr. Haansbergen, oi Newcastle, who had gjooda^fti 
the warehouse at thetioM ot the explosion. 

William John Van Haansbei^gen : I produce a list 
of the ^oods which I had in the Hillgate warehouse 
at the time of tlie explosion. Deposited in No. 48 
ground-floor, 562 bags of nitrate of soda, weighing 
61 tons 4 cwu 3 qr. 12 lb. : in No. 60, under staith, 
317 bags of nitrate of soda, wei^^hing 31 tons 15 owt. 
3 ora. 4 lbs. : in No. 1 vault, 465 bags of nitrate of 
soda, weighing 44 tons 19 cwt. 1 qr. 2 lbs; total, 
127 tons 19 cwt. 3 qr. 18 lb. In the second lOat of 
No. 13d, and in No. 60, above vault, together 311 tons 
2 cwt. sulphur. I am not aware that any gunpowder 
was in the warehouse. 

By Mr. Ilymers : I had no keys to the warehouse 
myself. The warehouseman had aocesB to my goods 
at discretion. 

By Mr. Prockter : Gunpowder might be stored in 
tiie warehouse without my knowledge. 

Bv Capt. Du Cane : The sulphur was stored for sale 
to the chemical works. They oonsnme large quan- 
tities — about 500 tons per week. 

Mr. Schorey was recalled, that the Coroner might 
have upon his notes the names of the deceased per- 
sons found since the opening of the inquest Mr. S. 
read from his list the following : — 

Found on 1M Uh of October. 

Alexander Balph Dobson, architect, Newcastle, aged 25. 

James Mosley, smith, Gateshead, 24. 
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Miftry, dsa^tev of Beigimin Bewick, smith, Ofttoabead, 9. 
Thomas ShArp, retired farmer, Newcastle, 27. 
Martin HaU, flremaB, Newcastle, 52. 

On the 9tk of October. 
Sarah Hutchinson, spiEster, Gateshead, 65. 
James Weallans, worsted weaver, Gateshead, 28. 
Samuel Hart, labourer, Gateshead, 4i, 
Mary Ann Hart, his niece, 9. 
John Hart» hisson^ 13. 
Henry UaEriaon» basketaiaker, Newcastle, 34. 

On the IQth of October. 
William Davidson, millwright, Gateshead, 22. 
James Todd, fireman, Newcastle, 22. 

KISSINQ. 

Charles Bertram, Borough ICagistrate, Gateshead. 

Mary Hart, wife of Samuel Hart 

Charles Hamilton, nephew to Charies Hamilton, haip* 
dresser, (one of the Idlied). 
Mr. Schorey added, in reply to the Coroner, that he 
believed that ten or eleven had died in Newcastle In- 
fiimaiy, besides those who were killed in that town* 
on the spot. The total number on his own list, ex- 
dnsive of the missinf;, was 24, all of whom had been 
identified. 

Evidence was now adduced to connect certain relics, 
found upon the spot, with the late Mr. Bertram. 

Fsederick Lunn : I am a brushmaker in Newcastle. • 
I searched amon(< the ruins after the explosion, as- 
sifltinff others. I found this silver snaft-box and 
door^k^y. They were oloae together. I found them 
near Mr* Davidson's mill, beyond the archway, at 
the east comer, on Sunday morning, the 8th inst. 
They were in Hillgate. The box was all black. One 
of the firemen^ named Hall, wished to have it from 
me. He got some small keys from me, which I have 
not been able to get back again. He now says he has 
lost them. 

Charles James Bertram : I am son of Charles Ber- 
tram, a magistrate of Gateshead. My father waa 
called by the police to go to the fire in Hillgate on 
the morning of tlie 6th inst. He went about a quar- 
ter to two. He had this snufi-box with him, (the one 
pBoduced by Lunn). This is like our door-key — I be- 
lieve it be ours. My aster aud the servant were satis- 
fied on trial that it wata our key. My feather has not 
Mtumed since. 

The Coroner said he would next take evidence as 
to the origin of the fire. 

Walter Scott : I live in Gate^ead, and am a mem* 
ber of the police force. About half past 12 o'clock, 
a week gone Thnrsdf^ night, John Ewart, a police* 
man of Newcastle, came to me in Hillgate, and said 
there was a fire. It was in Hillgate. We were close 
beside it at the time. Ewart had seen it from New- 
castle. I told him to go for the wateivengines. He 
said he had sent ofi one of the Newcastle men for 
them before he came across, and had also sent one of 
our policemen to tell Mr. Schorey. The fire was in 
Mr. Wilson's worsted manu&ctory. We broke the 
door in. The inhabitants about, and myself, carried 
a deal of wonted outi. The fire was on the side next 
the water, in the lower part of the building. We 
caixied the goods into the mill archway. The fire 
extended, and while we were ho occupied Mr. Schorey 
came. The engines might be half an hour or three- 
quarters in coming. Two engines came. The fire 
extended to what is commonly called Bertram's ware- 
house. It caught that warehouse between half-past 
1 and 2. That would be better seen from the other 
side of the water. Mr. Wilson came to the spot about 



1 o'clock. I was not aware at the time that any one 
slept in the building. I know nothing of the origin- 
« of the fire. The engines, so far as I can judge, were 
properly worked ; and Mr. Wilson and otnen o^d alii 
m their power to extinguish the flames* I can tell 
nothing more about the matter. 

By Mr. Hymers : Immediately we broke in the door- 
we saw the fire. It was on the flat we were on, laveL 
with Hillgate, on the side next the river. 

By Capt. Dm Cane : It was burning fiiaroely^ a^d- 
seemed to have been on a little bit. 

By Mir. Prockter : I did not see anything of Mr. 
Wilson for about half an hour after we brok^ open the 
door. 

By Mr. Piwokter : The fire waa coming- from the 
centre, right opposite the door. 

By Capt. Du Cane : There waa not much wind at) 
the time. 

By the Coroner : The wind was in the west,, aodi 
would blow the fire towards the warehouee. 

By Mr. Procktor : The fire was rapidly proceeding 
upwards from the flat we were in. I could nott see i( 
it was burning on more floors than one.. The firo 
was nearly anenst the water when we first saw iU 
We had to go right into the building befi>re we could 
see it. 

The next witness examined was Mr. James Wilson, 
who produced plans of the building, and deposed. :-<^ 
My nephew, John Wilsoni. slept on the premises on, 
the night of the fii-e. I live, myself, on the Windr 
mill Hills. I have no doubt that thefire of the 6th 
inst. broke out* on our premises in Hillgate. M^y 
brother John and I are the owners. My nephew^ 
generally, shuts up the fieiotory at night. He did so 
on Thursday night* I have no idea where the fira 
commenced except from reports, and the evidenoe 
adduced conflicts with those reports* I should think 
the drying room above the boiler was the most dan- 
gerous place. —(By Mr. Procktor : It waa a wood 
floor above the boiler.) — The floors were all wood, 
except the ground floor.— (By Mr. Prockter : It was 
not ceiled above the- floor. In £eu^ the planks were 
open, to allow the heat to pass through.) — llhere was 
a small iron rod driven in between, the planks to 
prevent wool falling through. The diying house is 
next the water. — (By Mr. Procktor : It was used as 
a drying, room only. — By Capt. Da Cano ; Xl^e 
workmen had particular instructions to remove the 
machine wasto twice or thrice a week for safety's 
sake.) — This was always done. I have not inquired 
when it was last done before the fire, — (By Mr. 
Hymers : We damp down the engine fire at night. )y^ 
We have never worked nightrshifts*. We had gas in 
every room. The foreman of each room turned off 
his gas, and my nephew turned off the main-tap 
last. — (By Capt. l>u Cane : We have had'ouri premiaes 
burnt down before. — By Mr. Prockter : We used 
much oil — about a innt to eveiy 12lb of short wool, 
mixed with milk ; and about a pint to 25tb of long, 
wool.^ — The long wool was always screened clean— * 
the snort not so. — (By Mr. Hymers : I cannot say 
what wasto was on the lower flat at the time of the 
fire— about ISSlfo perhaps— the wasto made daring the 
day. We have a place apart from the premises to 
store the waste.) — The wasto is wrought up, generaUy^ 
for low goods. —(By Capt. Du Cane : If the waste 
caught fire it would bum very rapidly.)— I am not 
aware that it would blase. — (Mr. Schorey tried a 



Digitized by 



Google 



120 



niece produced by Mr. Wilson, and it blazed on the 
nre.)^I believe tne waste to be only dangerous when 
it has lain a long time and is in large quantities. — 
(By the Foreman : There was no large quantity on 
the premises at the time of the fire. — By the Town 
Clerk : We had no naphtha on the premises. The 
building was not heated otherwise than by the 
boiler. — By Mr. NeriUe : We had the water laid on, 
but not into the mill. — By the Town Clerk : It en- 
tered near the door, about the middle of the build- 
ing. — ^By Mr, Neville : There was no water-pipe that 
could burst into the adjoining warehouse.)--! know 
of no gunpowder that was on my premises or in the 
warehouse. — (By Mr. Lishman : The cause of the 
first fire was never discovered. It was after that fire 
that we commenced the removal of the waste. — By 
Oapt. Bu Cane : I cannot say at what hour the fire 
reached the warehouse. — By mi, Hymers : It is not 
uncommon to have the drying room over the boiler. — 
By the Foreman : Repairs were in progress. There 
bad been a shrinking in an archway near the boiler, 
and a brick arch was being built. I had observed, 
the day beiore, that the workmen had hung up a 
sheet in consequence, to prevent the wind olowmg 
the wool about. — By Mr. Neville : I can't sav that 
the repairs increased the risk, unless it made the iire 
bum a little keener. — By Mr. Hymers : It certainly 
increased the danger to have a boiler under the floor, 
and our insurers took that &ct into consideration. 
No man was allowed to smoke, except at the engine 
fire. I believe not a pipe has been smoked in our 
mill since the former fire. — By Mr. Prockter : Our 
insurers took us again after the former fire. — By 
Mr. Neville : Our oil was not kept near the boiler. 
It is now buried under the ruins. In our former 
fire the oil was undisturbed. —By Mr. Yickers : We 
' were insured for £2fiOO,) 

Mr. Wilson's nephew was next examined; and 
firom his evidence, and that of Policeman Kwai^ it is 
clear that the mill had been entered beiore Walter 
Scott was there, and that the fire did not commence 
on U&e groimd-noor, but in an upper story. 

John Wilson : I am nephew of the last witness, 
and slept on the premises on the night the fire broke 
out. I slept in the dwelling-house adjoining the 
mill, next Hillgate. I was awakened by a ru) at the 
street-door, and went and opened it. The door was 
not broken open. I saw there was a policeman and 
two or three more men. It might be between 12 and 
1. I went into the mill, and up three pairs of stairs. 
I looked along the highest room but one, and saw the 
ceiling on fire, next the river. It was towards the 
west end of the building. The fire was burning 
fiercely, and had made much progress. It seemed to 
have burnt some time. I have no idea how it 
originated. I had looked round the building before I 
went to bed. I . saw the room in question rafe about 
half-pest 7. About half-past 10 Iwas in the second 
story about the drying room— which was then safe. 
The gas was all right. I have no idea what caused 
tiie &e. It commenced in the highest room, and I 
think about the N.W. comer. There was a man, 
James Taylor, working in that room, who came 
down after me. He had the gas lit, and was making 
his machine rc»dy for next day.— (By Mr. Prockter : 
It was not above tiie boiler where the fire commenced. 
I went to bed before 11, aft;er making my final exami- 
nation of the premises.)— James Taylor's employment 
was not of a nature to cause danger. I know of 
nothing dangezoua about the place where the fire 



ori^j^ted. Taylor would turn off the gas in that 
room. I turned it off at the main tap before 8 o'clock, 
after Taylor had left. I had a candle when I went to 
the engine-room. There was nothing dangerous left 
about when I went to bed. Taylor does not smoke. — 
(By Mr. Goligbtly : Some of the windows were left 
open.) — The wind would blow from Davidson's mill 
towanls our premises that night. If any sparks blew 
in they might catch the oily floor or a small quantity 
of waste. There was no quantity of waste. I am 
quite satisfied the fire originated near the top of the 
building. — (By Mr. Prockter : I don't know if the 
policeman followed me up the stairs.) — Seeing no 
fire on the lower floor, 1 went up stairs to see 
where the fire was. I helped the men to carry 
the goods away. Remembering that there was 
worsted in the drying room, I went there. There 
was no fire there. The engines came, and played on 
the building. We had no gunpowder on the premises, 
nor am I aware that there was any in tne ware- 
house. — (By Mr. Prockter : It ^as my practice to go 
round the building every night about 10 o'clock.— By 
Capt. Du Cane : Not always into the higher rooniB, 
but generally It would be about half-past 7 when 
*I left James Taylor upstairs. He followed me down 
in about five minutes, and went up no more. I 
turned off the gas immediately after. — (By Mr. 
Thompson : More than half the ceiling was consumed 
when I went up.) — It was burning overtowardstheS.E. 
comer. It was the floor of the highest room that was 
on fire. — (By Mr. Thompson : The machinery was 
burning. — By Mr. Prockter : I can only guess the 
time. I think it would be between 12 and 1.) 

Some remarks were here made to the effect that, 
considering the relative positions of the two building 
and the way of the wind, no suarks from Mr. David- 
son's mill could well have found their way to the place 
in which the fire broke out. 

Elizabeth Brown (who liad an infiuit in her arms) 
now deposed : — I am the widow of Peter Brown, who 
was killed on the morning of the explosion. My 
husband was late in coming in one night. We lived 
in Bell's-yard, Qateshead— the Dun Cow yard. It 
was about three weeks before the explosion that he 
came home late. I asked him what had stopped him 
so late. He said he was at a job in Hillgate, carrying 
some powder in. He did not say where. Since that 
again^ when sitting at home by Uie fire, he has often 
said all Hillgate would be blown up, if there was a 
fire taking place. He did not name where. When 
the worsted mill took hold before, five or six years 
since, he said if the fire came where the powder was, 
Hillgate would be blown up, and Qateshead and all. 
That's an I know about this matter. He did not say 
whom he was working for when he put the powder 
into Hillgate. He did not say who were with him 
when he put in the powder. He told some of his 
friends on the Churchwalk, on the morning of the 
fire, to get away, or thev would be blown up. He 
left me at the east end of the Churchwalk, and said 
he would go down to Hillgate, to see if the sulphur 
had taken nold. I saw him no more alive. He said, 
when he left me, he would be back in five minutes* 
He did not tell me to be careful of the powder. He 
had worked much among sulphur. H^ never called 
that powder. He worked for Mr. Davidson, the 
miller, and for Mr. Bertram. I cannot say how long 
it was before the fire that he worked for Mr. Bertianu 
I can only say that he worked for Mr. Bertram two or 
three years ago. He was a porter on Newcastle quay. 
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and would work for a]iybod7.--(By Mr. Prockter : He 
was aober at the time of the fire.— By Capt. Du Cane : 
He was not generally sober. — By Mr. Prockter : He 
was occasionally ill from drink, but did not speak 
incoherently. — By Capt. Du Oane : He was sober 
when he talked of the powder. — By Mr. Prockter : 
He was often out late at nights. 1 don't sup 



when I asked him what had k6i>t him, that he i 
the powder as an excuse for being bite.— By Oapt. 
Du Cane : He did not talk much to me when tipsy. 
but went off to bed.— By Mr. Prockter : When he said 
powder I understood guniwwder. — By Mr. Hymers : 
It was 9 or 10 o'clock at ni^ht when he came home 
and said he had been gettmg powder in. He had 
been out the whole day, and had no dinner. Some- 
times, when I knew where he was working, I took 
him his dixmer. I had done so when he worked in 
Hillgate. He would stay out till midnight when 
diunk.— By Mr. Prockter : He told Thomas Miles of 
the powder a Jew minutes before the exoloeion. 
Miles's mother told me so. She said he told ner son 
he had earned 71 tons of powder into the warehouse 
that was on fire.— By Mr. Thompson : My husband 
left me at a quarter before 3. I remained there until 
the explosion.— By Mr. Hymers : Joshua Callander 
was cautioning persons in Hulgate about thepowder. — 
B^ Mr. lashman: When I took my husband his 
dmner at his work in Hillgate, it was to Bertram's 
warehouse. The last time I took it was about three 
months since.— By Mr. Hymers : I took His dinner to 
no other place in Hillgate during the three months.) 

John Ewart : I am a policeman in Newcastle. I 
am the officer who gave information to Scott in Qates- 
head. I saw the fire from near the Fishmarket on 
the Sandhill about 20 minutes to 1 o'clock oik the 
morning of the 6th. The first thing I saw was a 
bright ught in the window, and then the window 
head took hold. It was in the highest story but one. 
I knew the building to be Wilson's &ctorv that was 
burnt down before. Flames came out. This was on 
the side next the river, and near the centre. I crossed 
the river, and rapped the man up that slept in the 
mill. Another potioeman went lor the fire-engines. 
The man who came to the door had only his shirt on. 
I don't know his name. I went into the mill, and 
upstairs. The firont side was all on fire, the highest 
flat but one. There was a good deal of fijre« burning 
fiercely. Some gentlemen came forward, and we 
earned the worstra to Davidson's mill. The '' New- 
castle" engine came a few minutes after I . I have no 
knowledge of the cause of the fire. The fire increased 
rapidly. It raged dreadfully after the warehouse sot 
hold. \ was in the Churchwalk when the explosion 
took plaice. I was not hurt —(By Mr. Hymers : There 
was nothing parUcuIar observable in the room where 
I first saw the fire — no accumulations. — By Mr. 
Prockter: The fire was right across the room. I went 
into the room alone, and told the young man there 
was no use his going in. He went up stairs and 
dressed himsell— By Mr. Hymers : Saw no sparks 
flying firom any chimneys before the fire.) 

James Taylor : I am a woollen weaver, and work 
for Mr. Wilson. I was last in the fiictory, on the m'ght 
before the fire, about 8 o'clock. I left the topmost 
room but one at that hour. I had been sizing a warp. 
I put the gas out before I came away. Young Wilson 
came in and told me he was going away a bit between 
6 and 7. He gave me instructions to be careful. I 
left nothing dangerous in the room. I know of nothing 



that was likely to cause the fire.— (By Mr. Prockter : 
I had no fire in the room to boil the size. It was 
boiled down below.)— Some men were at work below, 
cleaning a scribbler ; and when they shouted to me 
they were done, I went down, and we all left together. 
I can think of nothing that caused the fire.— (By Mr. 
Hymers : It is not unusual to work overtime, if the men 
be above 18 years of age. We have worked till 9. 
We work by the day, 6 to 6, and are paid for overtime, 
I suppose.— By Capt. Ducane : I was working over- 
time on the night before the fire. — By Mr, €K)lightly : 
I am sure I put the gaslight out. 

The Coroner forbade any one to prompt the jury. 

John Bewick : I know Bertram s warehouses well. 
I was eight years warehouseman there, during the 
time Mr. Bertram had them. It is three years since 
I last had to do with them. I was three yean with 
the County Fire OfBce, and left when Mr. Sisson came. 
I know the vaults well, being at the building of them. 
The floor of the vaults was on a level with the quay, 
and not less than 16 or 17 feet below the street. 
There was no place below the vaults. There was no 
place we called a magazine. We never took powder 
m while I was there, either in Mr. Bertram's time or 
after. We were never asked to take any in. We 
never took in lucifer matches. I have been asked, 
but never did, for fear of accident. I have never 
known of gunpowder being put into the warehouse 
since I left I don't know Peter Browa who was 
killed. I can give no information as to the fire or 
explosion. I have no reason to believe that gun- 

Eowder was in the warehouse.— (By Mr. Prockter : I 
ept the keys of the whole building, and no one could 
admit goods without my knowledge. — By Mr. Neville : 
We would allow a custom-house officer to pass through 
the building to a vessel lying at our quay.) 

Questions were put to the witness by Capt. Du Cane 
and others which elicited the following fiicts: — On 
the floor level with the quay, and 16 or 17 foot below 
Hillgate, there were four arched vaults of stone, 
rising about 13 feet from the floor, west of the entrance 
gateway, and on the side next the street. Inune- 
diately east of these, and under the passage-way, was 
a joisted chamber about 16 feet high, separated from 
the passage above by a floor of wood, and the flat rope 
laid down for the ccurts to travel upon. ThischambiBr 
had stone walls. It had a doorway, but no door. It 
measured about 7 yards in length and 5 in width, and 
would hold from 70 to 80 tons of nitre and sulphur. 
This was the chamber that contained the sulphur 
and superincumbent nitre. 

Mr. Wilson, when the court was rising, expressed a 
wish to say a few words in explanation. Taylor, he 
said, had perhaps misled the jury, inadvertently, when 
spesking of over-hours. He rderred to the law as to 
tne length of time per day during which young per- 
sons could be employed, and stated that adults could 
work as long as they chose. In his (Mr. Wilson's) 
mill, however, there was no night- work. It was only 
occasionally that a workmen remained past the ordi- 
nary hour of closing, to do some small job, preparatory 
to the operations of the following day. 

There bemg no more witnesses r^y for examina- 
tion, the inquiiy was adjourned to Thursday, the 96th 
Oct., at 10 o'clock. 

THE KILLED AND WOUNDED. 
Wb present at one view a return of the killed and 
wounded by the late fire and explo8i<m in Qateshead 
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and Newcastle. Upwards of 80 sufferers have re- 
oeWed medical aid at the Gateshead Dippensary, and 
more than 120 at the Infirmary of Newcastle ; and 
it is highly honourable to the house^urgeons and 
medical staffs of those invaluable charities, that so sud- 
den and extensive a pressure upon their resources was so 
promptly and efBlciently met. Much better £Ekred the 
wounded on the banks of the Tyne than the wounded 
on the banks of the Alma ; and should there be any 
surplus after the claims on the relief fund are satis- 
fied, it will be no more than a simple act of justice to 
remember the deserts of the Qateshead Dispensary 
and the Newcastle Infirmary. Many sufferers, whose 
wounds were dressed, were not recorded ; the books 
of the two charities bear testimony, by their hurried 
entries, to the qiuck succession of the arrivals ; and 
we are very oonsctous that our list is at once in- 
complete and inaccurate. But, imperfect as it is,^ it 
will enable the raider, better than any mere descrip- 
tion, to realize the vastness and ttie horror of tlie 
calamity, and will, moreover, serve our seoondaiy 
object of impressing the public mind with a convic- 
tion of the priceless worth of tiie Infirmary and Dis- 
pensaiy, and of their title to general and liberal sup- 
port. 

KEDLED IN OATESHEAD ON THE SPOT. 

Hobert Fattinaon, tanner, Newcastle, aged 38, oonneillor. 
Granboume Hastings Faynter, 18, ensign, 26th Camero- 

nians, eon of the Hammersmith police magistrate. 
John Stephenson, lance-corporal in ditto, 34. 
Charles Bertram, borough magistrate, Qateshead, (not 

found). 
Charles Hamilton, 53, hairdresser, Church-street, Gates- 
head. 
Charles Hamilton, his nephew, carpenter, (not found). 
Charles Duke, 45, foreman to Mr. Edward Bruce, buildev, 

Gateshead. 
Charles Dake, 12, his son, apprentice to ditto. 
Henry Harrison, 34, Mosley and Dean-streets, Newcastle, 

son of Mr. Henry Harrison, Gateshead. 
William Davison, miBwright, 22, son of Mr. John Davi- 
son, Walker-terraee, Gateshead. miUer. 
Thomas Sharp, 27, gentleman, 7, SummeriiUl-terraoe, 
Newcastle, son of the Ute Mr. Sharp, fiurmer, Pazton 
Dene, NorthumberUuid. 
Alexander Ralph Dobeon, 25, son of John Dobson, Esq., 

architect, Newcastle. 
James Mosley, 24, Oakwellgate, shacklemakerwith Abbot 

ft Co., Gateshead. 
Martin Hall, 52, fireman (North British), GaUowgate, 

Newcastle. 
James Todd, 22, fireman (North British). 
Samuel Hart, 44, labourer with Mr. James Snowball, 

Churchwalk, Gateshead. 
Mary Hart, his wife, (not found). 
John Hart, 15, his son. 
Mary Ann Hart, 8, his niece. 

William fiattersby Soott, 24, one of Hawks & Crawshay's 
workmoi, son of Mr. Thomas Halliday Scott, Soott'a 
Buildings, Pipewellgate. 
Mary Bewick, 9, Churchwalk, Gateshead, daughter of 
Benjamin Bewick, smith, and grandchild ot Mr. John 
Bewick, many years warehouseman with Mr. Bertram. 
Thomas Scott, 27, policeman, Gateshead. 
Peter May, 67, labourer. 

Anthony Willis, 60, skinner, Gateshead, (with Mr. Wilson). 
James Weallans, 28, worsted-weaver, Gateshead* (with 
ditto). 

DIED SUBSEQUENTLY IN GATESHEAD. 
Frank Conway, 6, son of Daniel Conway, blacksmith, 
Potts's-yard, near the Observer office, (wounded by 
stones fUttng through the roof, which caused his death 
in a few hours). 
Sarah Hutchinson, 65, sphister. Babbit-banks, Gateshead, 
(killed by fright). 



Eobert Afleefc, 70, fcnserly of Hawks ft Omws2ia)r'^ 
works, (died of the shoekX 

KILLED IK EBWCA8TU* 

Patrick Mooney, labourer with Hftwk^ Grmwshajr, ft Sons, 
(killed on the Quayside). 

Bobei't Laidlcr, 23, Gateshead, engineer, son of Mr. Lald- 
ler, of the Teams, (found dead in a ship at the Quay- 
side). 

Mary Anderson, No. 85, Side, (killed on the SandldllX 

Peter Brown, porter-pokeman, Gateshead, (foond in the 
Dark-entry, Quayside). 

A boy, (supposed to be buried in the rains of the Gsey 
Horse, Quayside). 

DIED IE THE IITFIBKA&Y. 

Ylichard Dodds, 39, Gateshead, labourer, wound of scalp, 
fracture of skull, and burns. 

John Young (of Edinburgh), 19, Gateshead, wood-tnrner, 
laceration of bnun, extensire bums. 

James Dalrymple, 41, Gateshead, miller with Mr. David- 
son, fracture of spine. 

Ellen Short, 28, servant with Mr. Daridaon, oontusioBS, 
fracture of ribs and scapula, &o. 

John Humble, 28, painter, Pipewellgate, Gateshead, irao- 
ture of pelvis, laceration of bladder, ftc. 

Isaac Anderson, 40, fireman, (foreman of the Vorth Bri- 
tish brigade,) laceration of arm, flracture of wrist, 
bruises of chest, ftc. 

Mary Kerss, 21, Oborehwalk, Gateshead, oontaslon of 
abdomen, fracture of pelvis, and laesratioA of bowels. 

Ann Ludlow, 54, Oakwellgate, Gateshead, tripe-dealeiv 
widow of Walter Ludlow, compound tnctaxe of arm 
and scapula, (amputated at shoulder- joint). 

William Williamson, 56, Gateshead, fracture of ribs, scalp 
wounds, fte. 

WHliam Weir, 30, lulling, ]ab«iirer,eoneuaslon of brain. 

iir-PATiBirTS or the ikvibmabt. 
The ten above-named, who died. 
Robert Johnson, 32, baker, firaetnred ribs. 
Henry Keenan, 19, Gateshead, glassmaker, bruises. 
George Dolan, 28, labourer, scalp wound. 
JoLn Gough, 33, Gateshead, labourer, fraetuias of arms 

and legs, bums, ftc. 
Bobert Hoggett^ 19, Gateshead, scalp wounds, concuaslen 

of brain, fte. 
Miebael M*Na)iy, 28, Gateshead, lahoorer, broken ribe 

and bums. 
Martin Doyle, 18, Gateshead, haM»urer, sealp wonnd, 

fraeture of ribs, and boms. 
Caroline Hutchinson, 60, Gateshead, compound frieture 

of leg, bums. 
James DUon, 35, extensite bums. 
William Lee, 18, Gateehead, Uaeksmith, sealp wound, 

concussion of brain. 
Thomas lindsay, 24, Gaieohead, Maeksniith, compound 

fracture of right le^. 
Bobert Blair, 27, soldier, sealp wounds. 
John Wilkinson, 19, soldier, bums, bruises, and wounds. 
MUiam Thompson, 32, cooper, fracture of limbs, wounds 

efface, ftc. 
John Wheatley, 36, Gateshead, skinner, fraetnraof thigh, 

scalp wound, fte. 
Hugh M'Goire, 28, Gateahead, labourer, fraeture of xibs. 
John Dodd, 10, Gateshead, compound fracture of skull 

and fracture of metacarpal bones. 
Michael Dunn, 21, Gateshead, labourer, fissure ot skull, 

wound of frice. 
Bdward Tunstall, 28, Gateshead, sealp wound, bruise of 

face. 
James Tnrabnll, 21, Gateshead^ glassmaker, bnriae of left 

leg. 
Andrew M*Cree, 40, Gateshead, brickmakeri extensive 

scalp wounds and bruises. 
Matthew Brown, 54, Gateshead, labourer, bruise of back. 
Robert Johnston, 32, baker, fractured ribs. 
Henry Murton, 38, Gateshead, soapmaker, compound 

fracture of iUumand thigh. 
John Gibaen, 81, Gateshead, labonrar, h^oig^ to eyeau 
William MUler, 18, GatMhead, glawnaker, fhaetoves. 



Digitized by 



Google 



123 



Robert M 'Donald, 39, Iftbomr, oompovnd fraetare of 

flbaUL 
EUzabetb M'MUkB, 16 raoalhs, Gftteahead, fracture of 

skull, broiats, burns, Ac. 
Peter Ooggins, II, Gateshead, scalp wound, Ac. 
Bridget Ooggins, 40, Gateshead, wounds and bmisee. 
James Nicholson, 7, Oateahead, fracture of skull, ftc 
Ann Gibson, 20, Oateahead, wound of eyebftU, sealp, ftc 
EUen Famey, 3, Ottteshead, fracture ol dittU, Ac. 
Catherine Phelan, 5f, wound of thigh, Ae. 
Alice Maclean, 60, laceration of feet. 
Mary Simpson, 38, bums. 

Jacob Watson, 27, compound ftuctnfe of skull, Ac. 
Thomas Mather, 17, fracture of skull, legs, Ac. 
John Anderson, 27, labourer, compound fracture of SMfta- 

taraal bones, Ac., (husband of Mary Anderaon, of the 

Side, killed on the SandhUl). 
Thomas Price, 26, Gateshead, labourer, bruises. 
John White, hatter, 51, Gateshead, compound fracture of 

humerus, radius, and ulna, and frw:ture of right Hium. 
Ralph Little, police inspector, fracture of ribs and ulna, 

and partial dislocation of ankle. 
Mary Ward, 21, Gateshead, wound of leg. 
James Oubridge, 17, sailor, bums. 
Thomas Clark, 26, Gateshead, labourer, bruises, 
^omas Ferguson, 30, Elswiok, injury to knee. 
Jane Walkins, 4, bums. 
John Smith, sprains and bruises. 

OITT-PATIEKTS OF TBB IirriBMABT. 

Catherine , 12. bruised fiioe. 

J W. Mawson, wounded arm. 

Charles Brown, 22, wound of head. 

Arthur Gritton, 26, bruise of arm. 

W. Lamb, 30, bruises. 

Mary Miteheson, 24, wound of elbow. 

Michael Ward, 14, fiice wound. 

MaryMitcheU,24,) 

Mary Scott, 18, Vbruises. 

Clara Carter, 17, J 

Bobert Nicholson, 36, fireman, bruises. 

Peter Brown, 26, bums. 

Bobert Toung, 32, labourer, weunds of head. 

John Thompson, 28, wounds of head. 

James Doom, 14, sailor, bruises. 

M. M'Kinneny, 38, labourer, bruises. 

Michael M'Kinny, 40, fractured ribs. 

Hugh M'Guire, 28, bmisee. 

Thomas Scott, 26, bums. 

William Nixon, 16, bums. 

Michael Gibbin, 23, labourer, cuts. 

James Fairbaim, 23, labourer, cuts. 

John Gibson, 26, labourer, scalp wound. 

David Todd, 40, fireman, bmises. 

John Oampbell, 41, labourer, bums. 

John Gordon, 66, fhce-wound. 

Mavy Hutchinson, 60, fracture of radios aad ulna. 

Darid Johnston, 40, bums. 

Michael Brown, 40, sprain of ankle. 

W. Scott, 26, bums. 

W. Wandlest, 16, glassmaker, bums. 

John M'OaTanagh, 46, labourer, wound of head. 

Mary Clinton, 33, Butcher-bank, bums. 

John Hawthorn, 38, WestgSte, quarryman; bruises. 

Michael Gray, 24, foreign body in eye. 

Thomas Bailey, 28, Gateshead, wound of eyeballs 

Dennis Shell, 31, Gateshead, bruises. 

James Stearman, 26, wound of head. 

James Todd, 38, fireman, bums. 

Michael Ireland, 20, scalp wound. 

Nioholas Madaren, 46, sprain. 

James Shaft, 30, Gateshead, bruises. 

Thomas Batey, 40, OatesbsHd, wounds of eyes. 

Thomas Taytor, 60, face wound. 

Henry Wa(KOt, 66, Gateshead, wound of leg. 

Andrew Bich, 32, bmises. 

Charles Clementson, 37, Gateehead, injury to hip. 

Lsiwrenoe M'Kenny, 27, wound ot eyelnrow. 

Jdbn H^fton, 46, bumsL ] 



John Bird, 28, wounds of hSfed. 

James Frazer, 46, bums. 

John Walker, 30, ii\iury to head. 

Margaret A. Fish, 16, bums. 

John Moffett, 26, wounds of bead. 

Janet Fallens, 22, Gateshead, burns and bndses. 

Mary Tumer, 49, Gateshead, bums and bmises. 

John WatsOn, 22. bums. 

Ralph Jobling, 36, porter. Wounds and hrolses. 

Charles Lund, 26, bum of foot. 

Frederick Clough, 32, Ikee-wound. 

Jane Welton, 27, bum of foot. 

John Marsh, 21, bums. 

And many others. 

QATBBaBAB DIBPmr8A&T PATDDrTf. 

Henry Fairtwim, 23, Hlllgate, severe onta. 

Vichol Henderson, 7, Hillgate, bums. 

Andrew Michael, 27, Hillgate, bums. 

Alexander Ainslie, 9, Chnreh^walk, burns; 

Thomas Eraily, 13, South Shore, injury to flngexB. 

Mary Shields, 27, ChurdhStreet, iiOut^ to eye. 

Elizabeth Morrison, 27, Ghuidi^wSlk, knee sSTeftfly 

bruised. 
William Bramwell, 60, High-street, bums. 
William Leek, 9, High-stree^ severely crushed by paving- 

stone in his own house. 
R. Brown, 26, Church-street, bum& 
Alexander Nathan, 7, Church-walk, bruises. 
John HaU, 19, milgate, btuiSeS. 
Thomas Goodman, 44, Cbmreh-walk, heted seveiMy 

cmshed. 
Jane Smith, 60, Hillgate, wound of temporal artery. 
Thomas Oley, 19, High-street, head and shoulder severely 



James urown, 40, unurcn-waiK, ondses and wounos. 
Matthew Brown, 42, Hillgate, back bMbed, (remiovCd to 

Inltrmary). 
William Bishop, 16, Hillgate, eyeball destroyed by a stcme. 
Ann Ludlow, Oakwellgate, arm torn off Iqr » stone, (died 

in the InflrmaryX 
Mary Ahislie, 69, Hillgate, woundis and bruises. 
Alexander Thomson, 36, Bottle-bank, fracUird of folr6-am. 
Archibald Nicholson, 60, Hillgate, severe cuts. 
Mary Tumer, 32, Hillgate, bums. 
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Miehael Stranton, Oakwellgate, bndaea. 
William Elliott, 19, lealp wound. 
George White, 38, Hillgate, wounds and brniaes. 
Michael Nieholaon, 6, Oannon-atreet, iigory to foot. 
Oatherine Donelly, 27, Leonard*B-coort, brniaea. 
Miehael Donelly, 7* Leonard*a-coart, tmma. 
Bobert Hey, 30, Oakwellgate, injury to side. 
Mary 8kelleen, 54, Oakwellgate, injury to arm. 
Elizabeth Hawkina, 84, Hillgate, lealp wounds, fte. 
J. Valentine, 18, Hillgate, bruise of toes. 
Blixabeth Simm, 9, fUgh-street, bruises. 
And many others. 

To these must be added the wounded soldiers, about 
30 in number, (who were removed to the barracks, 
and attended by the military surgeon) ; and also the 
patients of nriyate practitioners. 

A battle-neld could not have yielded a more hor- 
rible tragedy. Limbs were torn away, bones hac- 
tured, lumps of wood forced into the human body, 
hot stones buried in the flesh, burning sulphur 
wrapped around unconscious victims, and every con- 
oeivanle injury inflicted upon man, woman, and 
child. What would have been the plight of the poor 
Bufferen had not the dispensary and infirmary oeen 
in existence ? 

KDOSLLAHSOUB nrOIPEllTS. 

One of the bedsteads in a ruined house in Hillgate 
was found to be principally composed al a couple of 
" stretchers V* from wmch the occupien had happily 
escaped alive. 

A Quayside-merchant found several bank-notes in 
the ruins of his cash-box reduced to a cinder. It was 
still possible to determine what they had been — ^but 
that was alL The Bank of inland, however, libe- 
rally cashed them. 

Another Quaysider. whose premises and stock were 
totally destroyed^ pnilosophically consoled himself 
that his plight might have been worse. He was from 
home — ^was to have returned on the night preceding 
the fire — but was detained. Had it been otherwise, a 
considerable sum of monev^ received on his journey, 
would have been added to his loss. 

A young lad v, looking at the fire firom the Quayside, 
witnessed the oread explosion, and lost her conscious- 
ness. When she recovered she was at the bridge-end. 
How she came there, she knew not. The interval 
was a blank in her memorjr. 

An old lady, startled m her sleep in Westgate- 
street, rushed to the window. She saw ** the moon 
and the stars flying in all directions ;*' she ** thought 
the last day was come ;" and she ran back to her l^, 
and covered hersell up. 

Three young men, standing on the Sandhill, were 
blown in different directions. One of them was taken 
up unconscious, hanging over the quay. The Quay- 
side was covered with people prostrate and helpless ; 
tod soon, men and women ana children were moving 
hither and thither in their night-dresses, and every 
street in the two towns was rapidly thronged with a 



flying population, realising Pliny's description of the 
flight from the Vesuvian eruption. 

It is a curious &ct, the Neweattle Chronicle observes, 
that in a great many instances those who were on 
Newcastle Quay witnessini; the fire at the time of the 
explosion did not hear the tremendous report which 
awoke the country for miles round. They describe 
themselves to have been lifted from their feet as by 
some unseen power, and thrown down, the violence of 
the prostration stunning their fiiculties ; and when 
they awoke from their rtupor they had only a dim 
idea of a great rolling sound having been in their ears. — 
(Even in Hillgate there were spectators who have no 
remembrance of the explosion.) — For some minute 
the matter remained incomprehensible to those who 
found themselves in the act of arising from the ground 
at the same time with scores of others ; and some who 
recovered themselves sooner than their neighboun 
fled in terror of they knew not what, over the bodies 
of those who were lying thickly in the street on their 
foces or their backs. The rapidity and suddenness 
with which the spectaton were overtaken may be 
illustrated bv a b^ resting on medical authority : — 
A woman who was looking at the fire from a window 
on the Quayside suflerea loss of eyesight; and so 
instantaneouslv was the shock communicated that 
the glass which penetrated the eyeball left the eyelid 
entii^y uninjured. 

In adverting (says the Newcastle Courant) to the 
probable loss ofproperty last week, we noticed several 
sums the fire offices were responsible for, amounting 
to i£l40,000. Since then we have ascertained that 
Messrs. Wilson, of the Gateshead worsted mill, were 
insured for £2,000 ; Mr. Davidson, miller, £9,000, 
(the value of the engine standing to be deducted from 
that sum) ; and as to the bond warehouse, it was 
mortgaged in the Oounty Fire Office for £15,000. It 
has also been stated that nearly all the merchants 
possessing goods within it were insured. Mr. Hew 
Singers was also insured. As to some of the parties 
on me Quayside, we understand that Messrs. Smith & 
Co. were insurea for £7,500, including stock and pro- 
perty ; and Mr. Teasdale, who kept the public house 
Dehind, and who had barely time to escape in his 
night-dress, £1,000 ; but neither of these sums ade- 
(juately cover their losses. Messrs. Harding were 
insured for £5,000 ; and, it is stated, Mr. Snowdon 
for £1,700. Several other parties have also secured 
some compensation by being insured ; but a number 
of others, who occupied the property as tenants, have 
lost their aU from the rapid pro^n^ess of the flames. 

There are still many speculations as to the cause of 
the explosion. The solution of the difficulty proposed 
by Mr. Lee Pattinson, simple as it is, £eu1s to satisfy 
some minds, chiefly because the explosive force of the 
substances he described has not oeen as generally 
known as is that of gunpowder.— vSbo^Mnaii. 

The water has been pumped out of the '* crater." 
The floor of the vault in which the explosion occurred 
was, it appean, about twelve feet below the level of 
Hilleate ; the bottom of the crater is nearly thirty 
feet Delow that level — the efiforts of the explosive 
power, in seeking a fulcrum from which to act in 
throwing off the mass which lay above it» having 
depressed the nound by at least fifteen feet I— A^to- 
ca^te Chronicle, (The floor of the vaolt was exactly 
l^ feet below the level of Hillgate. Ths depth of 
the crater firom Hillgate, so for as it can yet be 
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aceuntely ascertained, ranges inm 18i to 22) leet 
R is certainly 18) fset ; bnt there is a depth of 4 feet 
lower down, tiie nature of which is yet matter of 
speculation. — ^En. G.O.) 

The walls of Newcastle and Qateshead, oyer since 
the explosion, have been covered with the placards to 
whidh it has nven birth— some of them commonplace, 
otiiers orieinal and curious. Among the latter must 
be classed a printed intimation of a shopkeeper in 
Pilgrim-street :— *' The Remains of the Fire is selling 

" ILIrf ATED ITEWOASTLB !" 

The Ouardian (London pafwr) says :— '* Ill-fiited 
Newcastle, a prey to successive calamities, seems 
destined to illustrate all the nuseries of war. It has 
been decimated by cholera, and blown up without a 
aiege. The cause of this last misfortune was the acci- 
dental explosion of a larse quantity of gunpowder, 
which has occasioned a frightful destruction of life 
and nropcnrty." In reading this it should be remem- 
bered tnat Newcastle was the place where, almost 
before It was clear of the cholera, meetings were held 
demanding war, and where, only hitely, a town's 
meeting denounced the Government for not carrying 
on the war in a bloodier majoier.^HtUl Advertiser. 
flOr Tes 1 good Adevert ie er I but the fire and the 
explosion occurred, not in Newcastle, but in Gates- 
head, where no such meetings were held. You jump 
to conclusions, like the CTiMVtiiafi-^ which blames 
gunpowder before proot 

(FEOM tHE WIlTDSOn BXPBBBS.) 

Wb must not sufier our thoughts to be engrossed 
«ither by the marvellous achievements of the allied 
forces in the East, or by the fearful sacrifice of the 
lives of our countrymen and brave allies which has 
accompanied their successes. At home— in the terrific 
conflagrations, explosions, loss of lifo, and destruction 
of property at Gateshead and Newcastle-on-1^e— we 
have powerful claims unm our speedy and unequivocal 
sympathy. It is true tnat. as in many other instances 
in the world's history, this tremendous immediate 
calamity may, to both towns, prove a " blessing in 
disguise." In few towns did Cholera find so fortue a 
fi^ for its rebukinc devastations as in these twin 
^^yneside towns : and notwithstanding the naturaUy 
fEiiVoarable site ot both, in fow have the laws of sanatory 
economy been more perversely violated than they were 
m the lower and denselT-populated portions of Gates- 
head and Newcastle. The result of the inquiry into 
tiie origin of the conflagration and explosions may also 
prove beneficial to the whole kingdom, by showing, as 
has already been shown, that there was no large stock 
(rf gunpowder stored in the bonding warehouse in 
Gateshead, and yet that the huge stocks of chemical 
ing^vdients there placed were quite sufBdent, when in 
a stttte of combustion and with water coming in con- 
tact in a confined space, to cause even those 
terrific explosions which have been probably unparal- 
leled in Uieir effects by anythiujg short m the late 
bombardment of Bomarsuno, and that we are daily 
expectinff to hear of at Bebastopol. But at what a 
price will any improvements in the reconstruction of 
the destroyed parts of Gateshead and Newcastle, 
or any addition to oor stock of practical chemical 
knowledge, have been gained ! It is not alone the 

» valuable lives lost, the hundred and more killed 
wounded, or the destruction of property to the 
value of mors than a million pounds sterling, which 
has to be taken into account. There are the deeola- 



tion carried into many a family, the numban of per- 
sons thrown out of employment the lasting suffering 
or incapacity for future exertion, also to be considered ; 
and aU dose foUowinff upon the heels of a visitation 
none the less terrible oecause it is in a great measure 
a self-inflicted punishment for systematic violation of 
the kws of health. We say again, then, that we 
must not forget our suffering countrymen at home, 
while fulfilling our bounden duty to our wounded 
soldiers and sailors in the East. 

f FROM THE N0NC0NF0BMI8T.) 

The Queen left Bahnond on Friday morning, and 
reached Windsor on Saturday evening, having rested 
at Newcastle and HuU» At the former town. Her 
Majesty had to receive the moun^fnl information that 
the loss of life in the late fire and explosion has been 
undemted— that probably not less than fifty lives 
were sacrificed at the instant, or by injuries recdved. 
The royal munificence was, as usuaJ, exerted. In 
all, about four thousand pounds have been subscribed 
for the relief oi the sufferers— scarcely adequate, we 
should suppose, to present necesdties. The perma- 
nent reparation to the industrious poor of the loss of 
the houses, is a question that we hope will not suffer 
from the natural anxiety of the holders of property to 
effect an early arrangement with the insurance com- 
panies and munidpality. Perhaps Uie general public 
could not better testify its sympathy with the stricken 
town, and ite sense of social duty, than by subscribing 
to a scheme for building workmen's homes in Tyne- 
side. 

RELICS OF THB EXPLOSION. 

THB MASTERS AND ICARINBBS BBSmSBTT 
INHILL6ATB. 
OvB readers will be glad to learn, that, by the exer- 
tions of Mr. 0. D. Garbutt. the handsome carvings 
which distinguished Mr. Bulcnug's property in Oifi- 
gfie were preserved firom destruction m the opera- 
tions of the late fire. Obligingly placed by the owner 
at the disposal of the local Society of Antiquaries, 
they have been depodted for refdrence in the chape! 
of the keep of the Gastle. The finctures they have 
snilered are not materiaL The snlqects are an arched 
door>head, with the ftstoanv decoration of the dose of 
the 17th centurv, an impoamg example of the anns of 
the Masters and Mariners of Newcastle, and a stone 
carved with an escallop shelL The arms are composed 
of an anchor and boatswain's whistle (which some 
henlds have, according to Brand, transmogrified into 
a ooNMOfi), tastefully ananged ; the crest is a ship ; 
the suppcoters are mermaids; and the motto is 
**I>eue dabU 9elaJ* In former days, as is wdl 
known, Hlllflate was the choice xeddence of persons 
of condderable wealth and commercial conseouence. 
About 1660, the two buigages constituting w. Bul« 
Craig's property belonged to (and were occupied by) 
Matthew Bates, a master and mariner of Gateshead, 
who had succeeded to Anne Baine, and in 1676 he 
charged a charity of ^Os. yearly upon it. On the 
North, theboundaiy was '^ the lowwater mark^of the 
Tvne: on the South, the street of Hillgate, aJM» St. 
Maiy's-gate. On each side was a common landuur. 
Bqrond that, to the West, (in 1602 called '* Pastries 
Landinfff**) was a burgaoe bdon^ang to Thomas Part- 
ridge, a master and maimer; and beyond that, tothe 
Bast, Cm 1698 caUed ** 1%€ SoajMlen^ Landuign 
was the property of Timothy Jeftrey, mariner. The 
soapboiler ox the landing was John Airey, who occu- 
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pied a aoaphoose on the Bates property in 1092, and 
for some years aftewards. In this year (1692) the 
property passed by purchase from Abraham Bates, a 
cloth-dresser of Skirooate in Torkshire, to Robert 
Procter, master and mariner of Gateshead. There 
was then a wharf on the premises ; and there were 
three tenants, the soapboiler, a mariner named 
William Lake, and Thomas CarjakOer^ a cMnetmaier. 
Plrocter, the purchaser, went to live on his bai^in, in 
company with the soapboiler and a mariner called 
William Southwaite. He died in 1712 or 1713, leav- 
ing three sons, all masters and mariners; and the 
aoHy passed through Matthew, the first son, a 
elor. John Procter the second son, Anthony 
Procter his son (who died an in&nt), and Th<»nas 
Procter the third son of Bobert, to Bobert Procter, son 
of Thomas, who was a '< gentleman" at Gateshead. 
He sinned deeply against the inheritance 6i his most 
marine £unily^ and sold it in 1824. 

The style of the coat armorial seems to fix it on an 
honest pride evinced either by Matthew Bates the 
purchaser of 1660, or by Bobert Procter the purchaser 
of 1695. in the noble company to which they 
belonged ; ^ and, indeed, a renovation of the premises 
for the residence of a fresh owner is what one would 
naturally expect XfO. 

SUPPBBBR8 BY PIBE BELIEF FUND.— 
ADDITIONAL 8UB8CBIPTI0N8. 
Sabseriptioiis already annonnoed by Gates- 
head Oommittee £1143 8 

George Boyd, Esq 6 

Mr. Balph Morton 110 

Messrs. Bsmuel Ffamey ft Oo. 6 

Inspector Buglass, South Shields 10 

Mayor of SondevUmd 60 

Onthbert Ellison, Esq 200 

Mrs. Ellison 60 

O. S. DixoD 6 

St John's Presbytorian Ghnxeh, South Shields 7 

John Bowes, Esq lOO 

Geoige Forster, Esq., Oonsett 6 

John Yoanff, Esq., BaUway Voondry, Leeds... 20 

John Waddiiigton, Esq., Leeds 6 

Mrs. Briggs, Gateshead 6 

A Servant at OharlUm Kings, Cheltenham ... 6 

Nicholas Morriss, Bine House 2 

Day ft Barker, Unoolnshire 10 

Fleet Brothers, London 10 

Thomas Mortand, Esq lO 

Mrs. Akenhead 6 0* 

H. B. Horie's seoond sabscrlptkm 10 

Lord Bavensworth ....................!......... 16 

Joseph OoUing, Esq., London 10 

Dr. JolUe, Esq., M.D ^ 2 2 

A Friend 10 

A Poor Man 16 

• Marshall Tweddell 6 

Thomas Bamsay 2 2 

Ge<»^ Smallfleld, Windsor 10 

Edwin Ward, Jackson, London 10 

Misses Hutchinson, Peareth-plaoe 10 

Pupils of ditto 16 

Mrs. Kirk 2 2 

T.H. Scott 10 

Mr. Russell, St Helens, Lancashire 2 6 

wniington ft Co., Tipton, StaflbrdsUre 6 

GeoigeBoyd 6 6 

Postaee Stamps per Dr. Davies 4 

Lord Adolphus Vane Tempest It 

A London Merchant, per Mr. Potts 6 

A Friend, per J. Linsley 10 

OoUection at WaeUngton Chnroh on 22d insi 3 14 9| 



Several Merchants of the GSty of London, per 
Alexander GeorRO Gray, Esq., viz. :— 

Amount previously subscribed £117 

Francis Ridley, Esq., Oanonhury, London ... 6 
Messrs. Overend, Gumey, ft Co., Lombard- 
street ; 

Messrs. Baiss, Brothers, ft Co.' Gannon-street 
Messrs. Brandram, Brothers, ft Co., Sise-lane 
Messrs. Price, Giflbrd, ft Co., Mincing-lane ... 
Messrs. Adams, Piekford, ft Go., Leadenhall- 

street 

Messrs. Edwards ft Easfley, Old Broad-street _ 

George Barker, Esq., Thames-street 6 

W. A. Rose, Esq., Queenhithe 6 

Messrs. John Feltham ft Co., Lombard-street 6 
Messrs. D. M*Murdo ft Co., Thames-street ... 5 

Messrs. Howards ft Kent, Stratford 6 

Messrs. Hughes, Hoekton, ft Running, Horsley- 

down 5 

F. C. Hills, Esq., Deptford 3 

B. Ramsden, Esq., Lime-street 3 

Messrs. Jaeger ft Lingemann,GreatSt. Helen's 2 

Messrs. Thomassett ft Cuffley, ditto 2 

Messrs. Lewisft Peatt, Mindng-lane 2 

Messrs. Pnnhim ft Johnson, New-road 2 

Messrs. Bushier ft Ammann 2 

Messrs. W. Northoott ft Son, Rood-lane 2 

George Starton, Esq. , Fenchurefa-street 2 

George Hawkins, Esq 2 

Messrs. J. Eraser ft Sons, St Swithln's-lane... 2 
Messrs. Richardson, Brothers, ft Co.. St 

Helen's-plaoe 2 

Messrs. A. B. ft Co. 2 

Messrs. Ellis ft Hale, Lime-street 2 

Messrs. Atkinson, Bigger, ft Co., Aldersgate- 

street 2 

J. W. Goes, Esq., Bull Wharf _ 2 

W. HarvasI, Eaq. (addttioiial) 2 

D. Harvest, Esq. (additional) 2 

P. J. RulU, Esq.. Lloyd's 2 

Messrs, Jietkins ft Buteher 

Messrs. Colbeck, Aloock, ft CO 

Messrs. W. Liddiard ft Co 

B. H. Fage, Esq., Mincing-lane 

Messrs. S. C. Saunders ft Co., Lower Thames- 
street 

X Y.Z. 

Richard Gibbs, Esq., White Hart-eourt 

Messrs. Laing ft Co., Mindng-lane 

Messrs. Trueman ft Rouse, Fenchuieb-street 

James Cbtfk, Esq., Billitor-street 

A. D. Castle, Esq., BuU Wharf 

Messrs. Cox ft Gould, Osbom-plaoe 

H. Dalton, Esq., Tower-street 

Messrs. E. & Manico ft Co., Brook's Wharf ... 

R. Thornton, Esq., Lloyd's • 

Messrs. Dale, Morgan, ft Co., Broad-street ... 

Messrs. SUva ft PhilUps, Griffin's Wharf 

W. Parker, Esq., Hartley's Wharf 

W. T. Curtis, Esq 

Messrs. F. Woodbridge ft Co., Mincing-lane... 

Messrs. T. England ft Son, Lloyd's 

W. E. D. Gumming, Esq.,Lloyd's 

J. Pryer, Esq., Lk^d's 

WiUiam Gray, Esq., Lloyd's 

J. Street Esq.,Ltoyd'S 

A Friend, lAofd's 

J. Reynolds, Esq., Lloyd's 

J. Cooper, Esq., Lloyd's 

J. W., Lloyd's 

A. A. K., Lloyd's 

C. WUson, Esq., Shadwell 

W. Medland, Esq., Upper lliames - street, 

London 

Messrs. J. Merry ft Co., Fenehurdi-street "i. 

R. Emley, Esq 

Messrs. Ayre ft Hewitt, Hull 6 

J. W. Goes ft Nephew, Bull Wharf 2 

Sotheran, Son, ft Draper, Tower^treet 1 



19 
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S. S. & Oo , King wmum-street 2 2 

F. O. Smithera, Misdng-laDe 110 

Richard JoDes, 8fa«d Thames 110 

8. & O. Allen, aty Road 2 2 

Hodgkinson & Tonse, Upper Thaoies-street... 6 6.0 

Frederick Allen, Bow Common 2 2 

William Peaiee, Bow Common 2 2 

W. T. Fawkee, Mincing Lane 110 

W. J Hall ft Co., Custom Honse Quay 5 6 

W. Moberly, Son, ft Co., Winchester-street ... 2 2 

Standriog Brothers, Hinodes 2 2 

J.A.R.ftB.,Minories 2 2 

Robert Bozborgh, Ltoyd's 110 

J. W. Steenmoor, Lloyd's 110 

D. W. Amgament, Lloyd's 110 

W. H. Watts, Lloyd's 110 

James Bewar, Lloyd's 1 I 

John L. Fiak, Lloyd's 110 

♦ 

ST. MARY'S CHURCH. 

ONTueeday» Oct. 17, a speciftl meeting of the Rector, 
Churchwardens, and Fonr-and-Twenty, was held at 
the National School. Gateshead, to ti^e into oonside- 
. ration the present lamentable state of the parish 
ehuich of St. Mary, wrecked as it is by the explosion 
of the 6th inst., and to decide npon the measures 
proper to be adopted in the emerjrency. The Rector 
(Dr. Davies) stated that he had made temporary 
arrangements prior to last Sunday ; and henceforth, so 
long as it might be necessary, there would be three 
services at St. Edmund's, instead of one, as formerly. 
From the Bishop and the Lord of the Manor he had 
received characteristic letters, intimating their readi- 
ness to relieve the sufferers, and to assist in providing 
anew for the celebration of divine worship. The 
Rector stated the substance of the letters, the 
liberality of which cannot be too highly commended : 
and a oonvcnational discussion ensued, which ended 
in the unanimous adopUon of a resolution that Mr. 
Dobson, the architect, be afypointed to ascertain and 
report-— 1. Whether the injuries sustuned by tibe 
sacred edifice be such as to render it inexpedient to 
repair and retain it.--2. If not, what may be the cost 
of reparation.— The report to be laid before a meeting; 
of the parishioners. If it should appear that the 
structure is '* past surgery," then a new church must 
be built ; and if, the damage not being irreparable, 
the cost should be so large as to make it a question 
whether it would not be more advisable to erect a 
new &bric than to patch up the old one, that ques- 
tion the parishioners must decide. We trust that, 
taking into account the unsuitableness of the site in 
the existing state of the borough — the absence of 
• structural beauty — and the folly of expending hun- 
dreds of pounds on a church which, wnen rehired, 
will still DC an unsatisfiictoTy edifice—the parish will 
accept the present opportunity of securing a more 
eligiole temple on a more eligible site— ^say in West- 
street). 

We subjoin a letter addressed to us by one of our 
townsmen who was not the least active or useful at 
the fire and explosion, and during the tiying hours 
that have since elapsed : — 

Sir, — After nine days, and, I may say, half as many 
nights, spent in assisting my anfortonate tellow-townsmen 
who have sofltoed from the effects of the late fire, I now 
find my head resuming its proper equilibrium, and am 
enabled to give yon some idea of the scene which took place 
at 8t Mary's church and Church- walk on the morning of 
the explosion. 

At half-past one I looked out of my bedroom window, and 
observed a great light, which at first I thought was on 



Newcastle Quay. I immediately dressed myself, and made 
my way to Ohuich-walk, Gateshead. Here a scene pre^ 
sented itself almost indescribable — men, women, and 
ehildren, laden with every description of honsehidd fhrni- 
ture, issuing fhmi the stairs from Hillgate. FIndiiig the 
fire so near the church, I entered the yaxd by the small 
gate leading to Church-walk, and fbnnd it crammed with 
ftimiture — beds, straw mattresses, Ac. These were in 
great danger of taking fire. I immediately set the small 
water tap on, and, with the assistance of several women, 
filled palls and dishes, and plaoed them in various parts of 
the yard, ready to dash on the sparks and balls of fire 
whidi were CUling thick about us. It was then suggested 
that the beds and straw mattresses should be removed 
into the belfry and other parts of the church, to seenre 
them ftx>m fire ; which suggestion was promptly acted upon 
by the women. Much fire was at this time iUling on the 
church. I then went up to the roof of the church, where I 
found the sexton (Mr. Lister) and Mr. Softley engaged in 
putting out the fidllng fire with their feet At this time the 
sulphur warehouse was burning fearfhily. After remaining 
a short time I thought I might be more useftil below. On 
my return to the yard I found nearly all the beds, &e.. 
under cover and out ot danger. A bed lying near the 
Anchorage School took fire. When the sexton's wife and 
one of the pew-openers and myself were engaged in extin- 
guishing it, the tremendous exploeiott took place. In a 
moment all was dark, and I felt as though my head would 
leave my body. I was whiried round in the comer below 
the chancel — but, by a wonderflil providence, preserved 
fhim any serious blow. As soon as I had control of my 
thoughts and actions, I rushed to a doorway dose by, and 
stood upright to save myself from the fUling missiles, 
which came down like hail — amongst which were bnmbig 
timbers, &c., ot great size. When all were down. I made 
search for my companions— who, I was happy to find, had 
not received a scratch. I found my hat near a mass of 
burning timber. The silence of death was now npon us for 
a few moments. I then rushed to the sexton's honse, 
where we had left an infirm old man and some children; 
and, strange to say, although all the roof had fidlen in 
except about six square feet, they were saved. A bed was 
on fire in the room, which was speedily exUnguished. 
Then came moans and cries of children, mothers, and 
fathers. I folt anxious about the sexton and Mr. Softley ; 
but they were shortly with us, safe and sound. They had 
been blown flat on the roof, but afterwards regained their 
legs, and scrambled down the dark belflry— which, a few 
moments before, was as light as day fh>m the fire below. I 
went to the west end of the church, where I had seen a 
great many fiamiliee with fomlture. What a fearftU si|^t I 
Men, women, and chQdren dead and wounded — br^^en 
ftimiture and gravestones in one mass* The churoh-gates 
having been blown open, assistance soon came to hand from 
those who had not received so heavy a shock. The 
wounded were then conveyed to the dispensary, infirmary, 
&e., with every possible speed. Not a window was left in 
our poor old church ; and as to the dock, its three thorn 
were blown out, though it was not in itself ii^ured. I re- 
turned to the north side, and again prepared my relays of 
water-dishes and palls ; and next went home to see after 
my own relations, who arrived all safe, shortly after my- 
self. To my dismay, however, I found all our windowa 
broken, and several of my shop-shutters down ; which was 
likewise the case with my neighbours. I retumed to the 
scene to render assistance where it might be wanted. 
Gateshead, October 17, 1854. Memento Mobi. 

Gatbshbab Poor Law UmoN. — The fortnightly 
meeting was held on Oct. 17. Present : — ^The Chair* 
man and Vice - Chairman, and Messrs. Makepeace, 
Sowerby, Clark (William), and Mnrray. The state 
of the acconnts showed that the cheques wonld not 
only consume the surplus in the Treasurer's hand» 
but create a balance against the union of £B9 2b. 3d. 
The Clerk reported that he had procured summonses 
against the Wnickham Churchwwdens and Oveneem* 
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who had paid J69 during the fortnight, leaving £97 
still due ; and the Magistrates had arranged to issae 
distress warrants on Tuesday next, it the arrears were 
not paid in the meantime. On the motion of Mr. 
Makepeace, seconded hy Mr. Clark, it was ordered 
that, as no necessity existed for the continuance of the 
reipjation as to additional medical assistance in case of 
Asiatic cholera, it be now rescinded. The Board 
transacted other bnsness, and proceeded to the relief 
of the poor. 

THE TOWN-COUNCIL OF GATESHEAD. 



MAYOR. 

fHaggie, DaTid 

▲LDXBMEZf. 

f Hawks, George 

Lister, John 
•fPearflon, C. J. 
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iflmiih, James 

COUNaLLORS 

f AUhuflen, Chiis. 



f Hymers, J. A. 

lonn, F. P. 
fPattenon, O. 
fProckter, J. B. 
fSkelton, John 
fVickers, John 

Wilson, James 
fWooiston, John 
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tBrtaiton, Geoi^ 
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Crawshay, S. 

fGarbutt, C. 

tGray, Alex. Geo. 

fHai^e. Peter 

fHewitt, James 

f Hodgson, B. W. 
Honter, George 

#r niose maiiced (+) were present. 
Ok Friday, Octoher 20, a special meetinff of the 
Comicil and Local Board of Health was held in the 
Council Chamher of the Townhall, ** to consider the 
Inost efficient means of altering and improving the 
streets of the borongh, and the expediency of erecting 
iiaysy wharfti ana other hnlldings in Hillgate and 
Jipewellsate ; also, to consider a report of the Public 
Health Committee, to be then presented, to authorize 
the purchase of property ; and to take such measures, 
hy application to parliament or otherwise, for effecting 
the purposes aforesaid, and for raisizig the necessary 
fun&, as may be thought expedient.' 

The Matob briefly introduced the business by 
remarking that after the report of the Public Health 
Health (^mmittee had been received, he should be 
happ^ to hear o^^nions upon the recommendations 
therein made. They were called upon to consider 
whether persons should be allowed to rebuild upon the 
ruins of the late calamity, or whether a pubho quay 
and other improvements should be constructed for the 
benefit of the boroum. 

The Town CiiB^Khere stated that he had received a 
communication from the Tyne Improvement Com- 
missioners, having reference to their proposed removal 
of Tyne Bridge. They had also appointed a commit- 
tee to wait upon this Corporation on the subject, who 
would be in attendance (ne said) at three o'clock. 

Mr. Aid. BoBSON presented a report from the Public 
HealtJi Committee, which was read as follows :•— 

Tour Oommitttee held a meetinff to^y to deliberate on 
what Attore measures were to be adopted regarding the des- 
tmetlon of property by the lamentable Are and explosion in 
HOlgate, and the reboUding of sqeh property ; and have 
agreed to the following report :— 

Deeply deploring the oocnrrenoes which have utterly des- 
troyed the extensive bnlldlngs, comprising warehouses, 
mannfoetories, shops, and dweUlng-hoases, extending flrom 
the TfiM to Ohnrehwalk, and left notUng bnt the gnmnd 
enoombered with a mass of rubbish, and which have occa- 
sioned a melancholy loss of hlb, yonr Committee yet deem 
the opportanity roost taivalnable for eonvertlng the present 
narrow, inconvenient, and unhealthy streets in HUlgate 
and COinrehwalk to open quays or wharves, and for the 
erection of counting houses, shops, offices, and warehonses, 
to meet the daily increasing demands of the mano&etories 
and the extending traffic of the borongh. 

Yoor Oommittee take leave to observe that there Is now 
a railway drop at the east end of HiDgate, in constant use 
tor the shipmentand delivery of goods by the North Bastem 
BaUwayOompaoy; that the railway company are the pre- 



sent owners of a large spaee of ground and premises near 
Charehwalk, which, till reeently, formed the Gateshead 
reetory-hoase and lands ; that the raUway company have 
already a considerable goods station there, and the distance 
flrom the railway property to the river l^e is not more 
than SO yards ; that the private landing places at HlUgate 
afford ample draught of water fbr vessels (and particularly 
at the east end) Ibr a great length, with sufficient draught 
of water at the lowest tides ; that the railway and the Tyne 
eould, at this point, brtaig into efficient operattoo all the 
fkdlitieB which a trunk line of raUway and a fkee public 
dock can afford to a commercial community. 

Yonr Oommittee recommend that pariiamentary powers 
shall be applied for daring the ensubag session, authorizing 
the purchase of the several buildings, together with the 
ground laid bare by the late fire, as shown by the plan of the 
Burveyor of the Oorporation, extending (by the line of the 
river) tnm the High Level Bridge in Pipewellgate to the 
east end in Hillgate, clearing away part of the street, and 
remodelling the whole space firott the closed burial ground 
of St. Mary's church to the river, with power to erect 
buildings on the ground, and to sell building sites, or pro- 
perty built, and to demise or let the buildingB erected or 
building ground. 

Your Oommittee also recommend that, in order to facili- 
tate the carrying out of the contemplated improvements^ 
nottoes be served fbrthwith upon all owners and ooenpiers 
of property within the above boundaries, intimating that a 
Oommittee of the Ooundl, to be called **The Gateshead 
Improvement Oonrndttee," be empowered to treat for the 
purchase of the several properties, and such Oommittee be 
accordingly authorized so to do by virtue of the powers now 
vested in the Oouncil, and that the Oommittee be nominated 
by the Oouncil on Friday next 

Your Oommittee recommend that the plans submitted by 
the Surveyor be approved, sulijeet to such alterations as 
the Oouncil and the Oatediead Improvement Oommittee 
may tnm time to time think advantageous ; and that the 
necessary ftmds be borrowed under parliamentary sanction. 

Your Oommittee suggest that the annual revenue whidi 
may be derived fTom the new erections be in the first 
instance applied to the payment of interest on the money 
borrowed, and that all surplus be applied in liquidation of 
principal to the extent of 2 per eent per annum ; and that 
any surplus beyond that rate fbrm part of the General 
Borough Fund. 

Your Oommittee deem it prudent that owners of bufldings 
which have been destroyed have notices promptly served 
upon them not to rebuild, as the sites of their land will be 
required fbr the proposed improvements. 

Your Oommittee recommend that it be an instruction to 
the Oommittee prt^Kwed to be appointed to confer with the 
directors of the North Eastern Railway Company ; an/ if 
they think fit, also with the Biver Tyne Improvement Oom- 
missioners and the Corporation of Newcastle, to obtein 
their cooperation and secure their assent to the proposed 
improvements. Josrph Bobson , Ohalrman 

TownhaU, Gateshead, 16th October, 1864. 

On the motion of Mr. Aid. Bobson, seconded by Mr. 
Bbinton. the report was received. 

Mr. Aid. Hawkb then, in a speech of some length, 
proposed its adoption. He said the proposed improve- 
ment in Hillgate had from time to tmie been a subject 
of consideration ; and so &r back as 25 years ago, whcsi 
Mr. Brockett and he agitated the question, a company 
was projected to purchase the street. They went so 
far as to have the property valued ; but their project 
dropped through^ because the gentlemen who proposed 
it were perhape rather too young, and wanted stroigth 
and influence to cany it out. For a long time, the 
confused, irregular, confined buildings which formed 
that locality nad been a standiuff reproach to the 
town— when, by their removal, a fine quay might be 
secured, as well as a street more open, airy, and in 
every reepeot adding to the commercial advantages of 
the town. Irrespectively of thia, 
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would be eonfemd by rendering the town more 
kealthy. He pointed to the fiiTomable opportunity 
now presented for efiecting the improvement. The 
Local Boerd of Heoltii pomased certain powers, and 
it was for them to take me lead . The recent calamity 
had removed property which they had been unable to 
remove ; and it really seemed as if the site had been 
absolutely thrown into their hands. The property 
wh\th remained was of trifling value when compared 
to what it was before ; and the opportunity was alto- 
gether one which should not be allowed to slip. They 
would secure a quay equal to (if not better than) the 
one at lilewoastlet and still have room for a line of 
buildings for shops and warehouses. He also observed 
th«t the moment they had a quay at Qateshead, they 
would be relieved horn half the town and quay dues 
in Newcastle. He eoDicluded by saying that he had 
no doubt the Oounml would have energy and courage 
to carry out the contemplated improvement. (Ap- 
p)auBe.5 
Mr. Pbtbb Haoois seoonded the motion. 
Mr. PaooKTBB, whilst admitting the desirability of 
the improvement, spoke of the propriety of consult^ 
ing the feelings oft the ratepayers on a scheme of such 
magnitude; and expressed his fears that it would 
entail too heavy a ourden upcm them. Already, 
under the Boani of Health, the rates in this borough 
were more than double what they were under the 
Street GonunissionerB. He had not the least objection 
to any improvements if they could be carried out 
without inereasingtherateB. He proposed an amend- 
ment to the efieot that a pubhc 'meeting of the 
inhabitants and ratepayers be called forthwith, to 
consider the i»nopriety of forming a jointrstock com- 
pany, on shareoiolding principleB, to endeavour if 
possinle to pui^ase sites with a view to the formation 
of the pzopoeed quays, dns. ; and pledging the Council 
to do its iftaiost for the execution of so deHnU>le an 
undertaking. He thought some deference should be 
paid to the foldings of the ratepayers in the matter. 

Mr. Hticxbs seconded the amendment. He was 
anxious to see all thuigs progress in his native town ; 
but a scheme of this kuufhe could not sanction, 
unless he saw a prospect of sufficient revenue to 
warrant the first outlay. 

Mr. Aid. Peabson, Mr. Petee Haooie, Mr. Cook, 
and Mr. Hewitt spoke upon the subject— the latter 
gentleman requesting BIr. Hall, the town surveyor, 
to ^ve some idea of the extent and cost of the sites 
which would be required to be purchased. 

Mr. Hall entered into certain explanations, from 
which we gathered that the area lying between Tyne 
Bridge and the North Eastern Drops, required for the 
proposed improvements, comprises 23,741 square 
yards, 3,738 of which are already public. The con- 
templated erections would occupy 7,060. The quay 
would be 376 yards in length. The property utterly 
destroyed occupies 9,000 square yards of the area. 

Mr. Peabbon, a cordial supporter of the project, 
produced an interesting document, being a memorial 
signed in 1838 by ownen of property in Hillgate, 
onering to make sacrifices to promote the widening 
and improvement of that thorouehfore. 

In reply to a remark of Mr. Cook, Mr. Pbooeteb 
said the number of shares he would take in such a 
company as his amendment suggested, would depend 
upon their price — ^perhaps 20, 30, or 40. 

Mr. Allbusen supported the motion in a speech to 
which we regret that want of time and space forbids 



our doing justice. He was perfectly convinced that 
unless the motion was passed the scheme would never 
be carried out. He looked upon the amendment as a 
simple negative of the motion : for it expressed, as dis- 
tinctly as language could speak, an opimon that, who- 
ever put down tneir money for the project proposed, 
would be sure to lose it. They had now an opportu- 
nity such as they never had before, and never would 
have again, of carrying out these improvements ; and 
the Council and the borough would be disgraced 
throughout the country if they omitted to embrace it. 
The sum proposed to be expended was certainly not so 
mighty that even Gateshead could not readily find it. 
He pointed out the grounds on which a quay at Gales- 
heaa, with its railway communication, would un- 
doubtedly be preferred by merchants to one at New- 
castle. Every one holding property in Gateshead 
would undoubtedly be benefited most largely by the 
quay. 

Mr. Bbikton also thouj^ht it would be a disgrace to 
the borough not to avail itself of the opportunity now 
presented of effecting these improvements. 
Mr. A. G. Gbat strongly supported the motion. 
Mr. Skelton thought the adoption of Mr. Prockter's 
amendment would oe highly ridiculous ; for if the 
Council could not enterinto such improvements itself, it 
certainly had nothing to do with recommending them 
to merchants or others. He proposed, as another 
amendment, that the dedsion of the Council on the 
subject be adjourned, and that, meanwhile, a meeting 
of the ratepayers be convened for Monday next for 
the purpose of ascertaining their opinions. 
Mr. OooK seconded the motion. 
The Mayob gave the original motion his decided 
support. It would be a disgrace to the borough and 
to themselves individually, and their descendants 
hereafter would reproach them, if this opportunity of 
efiecting such public improvements were allowed to 
slip. Gateshead had for years wanted such improve- 
ments. If the public desired a meeting, he woidd at 
once, on a requisition, afiord them tiie opportnity; 
and he believed they would decide in fovour of the 
project. 

Mr. Hawkb and Mr. CooE expressed their convic- 
tion that a public meeting, as the Mayor had said, 
would back the Council. 
Mr. Gabbittt warmly supported the motion. 
Mr. Pbockteb said he should withdraw his amend- 
ment in fovour of Mr. Skelton's. 

The votes were then taken, and the result was as 
follows : — 

For the Amendment, 4.— Measzs. Skelton, Oook, Frookter, 
anil Hymers. 

AgcMMt the Am>endment, 15. —Messrs. Hawks, Pearson, 
Allhusen, Haggle, Garbutt, Tickers, Gray, Patterson, 
WoolBton, Brinton, Hewitt, Hodgson, Bobson, Smith, and 
the Mayor. 

The amendment was thus lost; and the original 
motion was put and carried by 15 to 3. 

On the motion of Mr. Aid. Hodobov, seconded by 
Mr. Bbinton, the following gentiemen were appointed 
the committee to take the necessary steps to fiusilitate 
the carrying out of the contemplated improvements : — 
The Mayor, and Messrs. Allhnsen, Hawks, Lister, 
Skelton, Pearson, and Robson. 

The deputation from the Tyne Commission were 

now introduced, consisting of the Chairman (Joseph 

Cowen, Esq.), and Messrs. Carr and Ormston, with 

also ]\Ir. Allhusen. 

Mr. CowEiT explained that the object of the Tyne 
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CommiBsion was to obtain the concurrence of the 
Gateshead Council (in common with that of Newcastle) 
in the proposed removal of the old bridge. He re- 
capitulated the heads of the resolutions elsewhere 
printed, and said that a redemption fimd would be 
mrmedy which would render the bridge firee in a few 
years. 

Mr. Allbvsss said, if the improvement were carried 
out, he had no doubt he should soon see vessels of 200 
tons sailing past his residence at Elswick. 

Remarks were made b^r other members of the depu- 
tation. Mr. Obmston. in replv to a question, said 
the proposed toll would certamly not exceed a half- 
penny per head upon passengers. 

In toe course of conversation it was stated, as a 
due to the probable revenue of the bridge, and the 
period in wmch its cost might be defrayed, that the 
lower portion of the High I^vel Bridge yielded nearly 
£3,000 per annum. 

The deputation having withdrawn, 

Mr. AiiLBUSEif moved, and Mr. Aid. Peabson 
seconded, a resolution that the Council give its con- 
sent to the proposal of the River Tyne Commission. 

A conversation followed, the characterizing feature 
of which was a strong objection to the proposed per- 
sonal toll, as bearing heavily upon the humbler 
classes. 

Ultimately, Mr. Skslton moved that the Coimcil 
give its consent to the proposal, providing no tax were 
levied upon foot passengers. 

Mr. RoBsoir seconded the amendment j which was 
carried without a hand being held up against it. 

Mr. Hodgson nroved a series of resolutions, condol- 
ing with the sur/iving relatives of those who had 
perished by the late explosion in the discharge of a 

Sublic duty, and warmly thanking those who had ren- 
ered services to the borough in its emergency. 
Seconded by Mr. Aid. Kobson, and carried unani- 
mously. 

The Matob, who was especially named in the reso- 
lutions, returned thanks ; and tnus ended one of the 
most important meetings ever held in Gateshead, and 
whose proceedings we regret om* inability to report at 
greater length. 

^' • 

BOROUGH OP GATESHEAD. 
TO LANDLORDS AND TENANTS. 

NOTICE is hereby given, that the Town Council 
of the Borough of Gateshead, at a Meeting held 
this day, resolved to make application to Parliament, 
during the ensuing Session, for Power to Purchase 
and take the several Buildings extending by the 
River Tyne from the High Level Bridge in Pipewell- 
gate on the West, to uie North Eastern Railway 
Drops in Hillgate on the East, for the purpose ot 
forming Quays or Wharves, and erecting suitable 
Buildings thereon, or selling the Sites of such Build- 
ings, or demising the Sites or the Buildings when 
erected. 

And that the Committee of the Council appointed 
this day, and called the Gateshead Improvement 
Committee, are empowered to treat tor the purchase 
of the several Properties required by the Corporation 
for the purposes aforesaid, under the existing Powers 
of the Council. 

And the Owners of Buildings destroyed by Fire are 
hereby cautioned that the Sites of their former Build- 
insjs will be required for the projected Improvements, 



and desired to communicate with the Gateshead Im- 
provement Committee forthwith, stating the Tenna 
rn which they are willing to Sell the sud Sites to 
Corporation for the Improvement of the Borough. 
Dated this 20th day of Cfctober, 1864. 
By Order, 

G. J. EENMIR, Town Clerk. 

Gatxshead DuPflNfiABT. — William Dunn, Esq., 
has increased his donation to the Building Fund 
from £2 28. to j£5 6s. James Losh, Esq., has jiven 
£6 6s. ; Mr. Thomas Jatson and Mr. Thomas Halli- 
day, 10s. each ; Messrs. Hepple's Workmen, lOs. 6d. ; 
Messrs. Anderson & Miller, J6 6b. ; N. Morrias, Bea., 
Blue House, Washington, ;£l Is. ; and James Dale, 
Esq., £10 lOs. Mr. Dale has also given £10 lOs. to 
the general frmd of the Dispensaiy, jSlO lOs. to the 
Newcastle Eye Infirmaiy, and £10 lOs. to the New- 
castle Dispensaiy. 

Explosion at thb FiLLnra.— On Monday, Oct. 16, 
a scullerman at Walker or Billqua^r heard a loud ex- 
plosion, betokening (as he sunnised) some serious 
accident. The explanation is eaqr. Mr. H. L. 
Pattinson was makmg experiments at the Felling 
Chemical Works, higher up the xiver. In an iron 
vessel he phiced ten pounds of nitre and five of 
sulphur, with also a little carbonaceous matter. Fire 
was applied ; a quaxt of water was poured in ; and 
everybody present retired to a reapiectful distance. 
About hal^a-minnte elapsed, and there were " no 
effects. " Soon however, the liquified mass exploded 
witii a tremendous roar ; the vessel was shivered ; 
fragments were thrown to a distance ; and the site of 
the explosion presented the appearance of the Hillgate 
crater in miniature. We are quite aware that a 
minority of minds will adhere to gunpowder as the 
cause of the Hillgate explosion* We axe equally oer^ 
tain, however, that if gunpowder had been a newly- 
invented subetance, a nugority of minds would have 
rejected it, also, as the cause, however strong the 
evidence in its &vour. When Mr. Pattinson made 
known his disooveiy ai a new and better means of 
extractmg silver fi^ lead, it was laughed at. The 
laugh, however, was all on his side in the long run. 

— - ■ ■ ■ ♦ 

TO THE EDITOB OF THE GATESHEAD OHSERYER. 

Mt dear Sib, — I cannot read the harrowing 
account of the dreadfril calamity which has befidlen 
your devoted towns, without oftering you my condo- 
lence upon the imhappy occasion. It has occasioned 
in London about as much interest as it could have 
done had you been situated within a few miles of the 
metropolis, and the conflagration has been appreciated 
as one of the most awful with which any conmnunity 
within the range of Great Brittun has been ever 
afflicted. 

I enclose a sovereign, to be applied to the relief of 
the sufierers in any way you think proper. 

Tours smoerely, 

London, October 13, 1854. E. W. J. 

Dear Sib, — If it cannot be proved that gunpowder 
was the cause of the late explosion, I think something 
I have heard may aid in solving the difficulty. 

I was told last night that at high tide the water 
from the river flows into the *' crater." If so, iti> 
level must be below that of high water. 
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I understand also that the hole is bdpw the level of 
the lowest floor of the warehouse. 

Now, generally speaking, at high tide the water 
percolates throngn the old qnay. and stands below the 
bmldings which may be upon tnem. 

It was high tide about the time of the explosion ; 
and if the water, as was most probably the case, was 
standing below the lowest floor when the intensely 
heated mass reached it, steam would be instantly pro- 
duced, and, pressure being caused by the mass of the 
water, the soil, &c., on the sides, and from above by 
the superincumbent mass of &Uen mattei, all the con- 
ditions necessary for the explosion would be found. 

Newcastle, October 17. Z. 

Sib, — The parties who are now inquiring into the 
cause of the devastating explosion which took place 
during the teniflc fire at your town, may perhaps not 
deem it intrusive if I should, through your columns, 
ofler a suggestion regBrding it, as forming the not im- 
probable cause of sofearfula catastrophe. 

In the progress of the work of destruction, it is not 
at all improMible that a severance of a gaspipe took 

Slaoe ; and should this have occurred, so as to intro- 
uce into a fireproof warehouse room or cellar an 
escape to the extent of one tefUh of gas to nine tenths 
of iOmospherie atr, and this bein^ closely confined 
until the moment that fire came m contact with it, 
an explosion would follow with predsely the efiidct 
as would arise from gunp(noder^ and with an equally 
destructive effect, x ou will see that this is far fi!om 
improbable ; and with such an agent there may not 
have been any gunpowder whatever in the vicinity. 

The terrible consequences which have been felt in 
London, and in different provincial towns^ from gas 
explosions, are too well recorded to require present 
proof ; and the &ct of its power, when in the proportion 
as given by me, has firequently been made the subject 
of eicperiment. In laiger or smaller proportions, it 
is quite safe ; but in one case in London so great was 
the destructive power in an explosion that took ulace 
in a shop, that the whole house was literally blown 
away, and windows broken at least 200 yards from it. 

It is a matter of the utmost consequence to endea- 
vour to solve the cause of this catastrophe ; and, 
therefore, I venture to offer these remarks, which Auiy 
relieve the minds of those Interested, and who alone can 
judge of their value, when having the local evidence 
before them. I am, Sir, 

Yours respectfully, 
Thomas M. Gladstonb, O.E. 

19, PallmaU, Manchester, October 16, 1854. 



Sir,— When your readers consider that water is 
formed and subjected, without decomposition, to the 
intense heat of the oxy-hydrogeu blowpipe--a heat 
capable of fusinff the most refractory substances 
known— they will be prevented fi!om fiiUine into the 
error into which your correspondent, Mr. John Faw- 
cett, has fellen— thatof believing that water is decom- 
posed by heat alone. Every book on chemistry will 
teach them that no amount of heat alone will effect 
its decomposition. 

Mr. Fawcett's illustration is as &llacious as his 
theoiy. Suppoung that the steam in a boiler was 
decomposed by coming into contact with the red hot 
iron, there would then be formed oxide of iron and 
hydrogen gas. This latter would mix with the 



remidning steam, but is no more explosive without 
oxygen than common air is by itself. 

Even supposing that the warehouse in Hillgate had 
been filled with oxygen and hydro^n gases in the 
proportions suitable to produce the greatest explosion, 
it will be obvious to every one tnat such £r«idfiil 
havoc as has been made could not have resulted from 
an explosion of these gases, when the following well- 
established £9u;t8 have been considered :— Two mea- 
sures of hydrogen and one of oxygen, when exploded, 
form two measures of steam — ^tne bulk of the gases 
being reduced one-half less by the explosion. 

The whole force of the explo6ion|would be caused 
by the heat generated suddenly expanding the result- 
ing steam. Supposing this heat to be 4,000 deg. 
Fahrenheit, then the steam would be expanded to 
between seven and eight times its bulk. 

Such explosionsaswould bemade by the combination 
of these gues are not unknown or unfirequent. Coal 
gas explosions are similar ; and the effect of these is a 
lew windows broken in the immediate vicini^. But 
an explosion which has shaken the earth for miles 
around, and converted whole streets of buildings into 
heaps of ruins, could not be the result of g<ues expand- 
ing into a few times their bulk, but must have been 
produced by the instantaneous bursting of a solid or 
liquid into some thousands of times its bulk of gases. 
Tours respectfully. 

Felling, October 18, 1854. John Pattdtsok. 

Sib,— I see by your paper last week that the Gates- 
head Dispensaiy has rendered good service to the 
sufferers by the fire and explosion. This, Mr. Editor, 
gives the Dispensaiy an additional daim to the sup- 
port of all classes of the inhabitants of the district ; 
and as the committee have purchased a large house, 
so that Gateshead may have a Dispensary perhaps as 
good as any in England, I hope those ladies and 
gentiemen who have not given to the Building Fund 
yet, ivill do it now. 

I am, Mr. Editor, 

A HeABTT WeLItWISHER to the DiSPSlVSABT. 

Gateshead, October 16, 1854. 

Sib,— We, the pupils of the Felling Chemical 
School, presented on Friday, Oct. 13,agoid watch to Mr. 
Swan, our tutor, towards which the ooys that are at 
the school at present not only contributed, and the 
boys that have left and gone to situations, but also 
some ffenUemen in the neinibourhood, as you will see 
from the speech delivered by one of the bovs belong- 
ing to the school, a copy of which I enclose. Mr. 
Swan delivered an excellent address, in which he 
handled nearly all the principal branches of education. 
He said that the present method of teachmg in classes 
is as much before the old method of teaching as the 
modem mode of travelling by stesm surpasses the 
ancient way of travelling by coaches ; and he also 
showed the necessity of eveiy school teaching Natural 
Philosophy and Geometry. He said it hsid always 
been his motto, during the nine years and a half that 
he has taught us, to let us be behind no school, but, 
if possible, to surpass aU. A great many of the 
children's parents were present during the presenta- 
tion. He made a great many more excellent remarks 
in his speech, which I cannot remember exactlv ; but 
if you would put this right, and publish it with the 
address, you would much oblige 

A FupiL OF THE Felling Chemical School. 
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THE ADDRESS. 

Oim MOST BBLOTBD MASTER, — ! am appointed by my 
sehooIfellowB to tell you that we have of late been making 
a Bnbecription amongst ourael?es aa the pupils of this 
sehool, and also among the pnpils who haye left the school 
and hare gone to various situations in life, for this present, 
which we wish ^on to aoeept as a small token of gratitude 
for the most dUig^it and long continued senrices you have 
rendered to the pupils of this school. Tou have now 
laboured daily amongst us for the long period of nine years, 
with unceasing exertions for our welfare ; and we adopt 
this as the only plan ol showing our esteem towards you. 
Wherever we have gone we have always found the people 
have the greatest affection towards you, which I have no 
doubt will be a great comfort to you, as it sixows that you 
have not toiled without some success, and that your labours 
are highly appreciated. We would all have given more 
had it been in our power ; but it makes no matter how 
little, as long as it is given with a grateful heart. There 
are some more gentlemen who have contributed towards 
It. The general answer to our petition when we went was, 
that you were a worthy man, and that you had done your 
duty ; and they gave us something without any more cere- 
mony, which shows that you are npt only esteemed by your 
pupils, but also by the gentlemen in the neighbourhood 
who know any thing about you. I conclude by saying, with 
a common voice, that we wish you health to wear our gift. 

f^ We insert this communication just as we have 
received it, in preference to any paiagraph of our 
own. The testimony to Mr. Swan and the school 
could not be better Dome than in the words of the 
letter and the addiess.— En. G.O. 



Sib, — In many towns (Newcastle and Gateshead 
not excepted), houses and streete have been built 
upon the accumulated deposlto with which old quar- 
ries and other hollows nave been filled up — u^n 
magazines, in many cases, of foul substances wmch 
neither drainage nor ventilation can now reach. 
Would it not be well if some supervision and control 
were exerciaed over such deposite — and building 
ground not allowed to be formed which some day or 
other may prove destructive to those who may be 
located upon it f There are volcanoes besides those 
of Hillgate, which are equally dangerous to human 
life ; and they should be looked to. X. 

Gateshead, October 17, 18M. 

— ■ ■ » ■ ■ .... 

BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

NOTICE is hereby giv^ that the Burgesses en- 
rolled in the sevcsral Wards of the Borough will, 
on Wednesday, the first day of November next, 
openly assemble in the said Borough, and separately 
elect from the Persons qualified to be Councillors, 
TWO COUNCILLORS for each Waid, to supply the 
place of those Councillors who on that day shall, ac- 
cording to the provisiona of the Municipal C<»porations 
Regulations Acte, go out of office. 

The Election for each Ward will be held before the 
Alderman and Aasessors thereof at the places under- 
mentioned, which have been appointed for that pur- 
pose, that is to say :— - 

Fob thb East Wabd.— The Police Court in the 
Townhall. 

Fob thb West Wabd.— The Magistrates Room in 
thcTownhalL 

Fob the South WABD.—The National Schoolroom, 
Kell's-lane, on Gateshead Fell. 

The Votinp; at each Election shall oonmience at 
Nine o'clock m the Forenoon, and will finally dose at 
Four o'clock in the Afternoon of the same day ; but 



the Presiding Officer is authorised to close the Poll at 
at any time be%)re Four o'clock, if one hour shall have 
elapsed during wliich no vote shall have been ten- 
dered for any Candidate. 

G. J. KENMIR, Town Clerk. 
Townhall, Gateshead, Oct. 18, 1854, 

TO THE 

MUNICIPAL ELECTORS OF THB SOUTH WARD 

W THE 

BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

GENTLEMEN,— The Period for which you elected 
me your Reinres^itative in the Municipal Body 
of this Borough will expire on the 1st of November 
next. 

I hope that the discharge of my duties may meet 
voor approval, and that no act of mine has sullied the 
honour or independence of the trust that you reposed 
in me. 

It is with some reluctance, and with more regret, 
that I feel it incumbent upon me to refrain fhun again 
soliciting your sufhages at the ensuing election. 
I am. Gentlemen, your obedient Servant, 

R. W. HODGSON. 
North Dene, October 20, 1854. 



TO THE ELECTORS OF THE EAST WARD 

OF THE 

BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

GENTLEMEN, — As the Period foi- which you 
elected me a Membcv of the Town Council will 
expire on the Ut of November, I beg respectfully to 
intimate that it is not my intention to solicit a renewal 
of your suffrages at the ensuing Election. Thanking 
you for the honour you have twice conferred upon me, 
I am. Gentlemen, your obedient Servant, 

JOHN VICKERS. 
West-street. October 20, 1854. 
■ ♦ 

TO THE ELECTORS OF THE EAST WARD 

OF THE 

BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

GENTLEMEN,— The Term will exjjire on the 
first day of November next for which you did 
me the honour to elect me as one of your Representa- 
tives in the Council of this Borough. I would beg 
leave again to ofier myself as a Candidate for the 
Office; and, if elected. 1 trust that the experience of 
the last three years will enable me more efficiently to 
discharge those duties which seem now more than 
ever to call for and demand the most serious atten- 
tion of those who may be delegated to the important 
trust. Should I again be honoured with your confi 
deuce, rest assured that no efiort of mine shall be 
wanting to secure as much permanent benefit as pos- 
sible firom the late direful Calamity, and to promote 
the Sanitary Improvement and General Welbre of 
the Borough. 

I remain. Gentlemen, 

lour obedient servant, 

JAMBS HEWITT. 
4, King James'sHstreet, Gateshead. 
— ■ ^ '■'■ ' 

FOUND, late on Tuesday Night, a Dark Bay 
Pony, 12 hands high. The Owner can have it, by 
paying expenses, on application to the Ostler at the 
Turk's Head, Gateshead. 
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THE GATESHEAD INQUEST. 

05 Monday, Oct. 83. the Coroner (J. M. Favell, 

>)> Oapt Im Cane (the representative of the Home 
wuioe m Uie inquiry), the Foreman of the Jury (Mr. 
John Sowerby), and other gentlemen, were at the 
J'ellinff Chemical Works betimes, and witnessed 
seyeral additional experiments, performed by Mr. 
Buffh Lee Pattinson. Nitre, solphnr, and charcoal, 
placed m an iron vessd^were set on fire, and burnt 
with an intense heat. When they were, to a consider- 
able extent, consumed, a small quantity of water was 
poured in. A few seconds elapsed— mx or seven— 
and tben there was a loud and sharp explosion. For 
the sake of comparison, an eqmvalent quantity of 
ffunpowder (141b.) was placed in the same iron vessel. 
A fuse-line, about 20 fset long, was laid down, with 
one end inserted among the powder. The other end 
was then fired; and everybody retired to a most 
iM)ectful distance, prepared for a severe shock. But 
when, after the lapse of three or four minutes of 
BRispense, the explosion took place, it was, in oom- 
panson with its rival, a mere •^ ftiff." 

Chi Tuesday, Oct. 24, a placard appeared on the 
walls, ofifering £^ reward. After an allusion to the 
calamity, it went on to say :— " As it is dedrable and 
fitting to ascertain the cause of the explosion, the 
above reward will be paid to anv one who will give 
the required information, so that the ofiender or 
offenders may be proeeedea against according to law." 
£100 has also been offered by '* some" of the insurance 
companies. 

Professor A. a Taylor, of Guv's Hospital, (who fills 
the chairs of Chemistry and Medical Jurisprudence,) 
arrived in Gateshead on Tuesday, havinff been sent 
down by the Government to assist the jury in 
'- — ^ — ""-madehim- 



coming to a right conclusion, and , — 

self acquainted with all the facts and 

of the fire and explosion. It will be seen that, in his 
evidence on Thunday, he ignored by his art the pre- 
sence of gunpowder at the explodon, and asmgned it 
to a rapia evolution of sases m the vault containing 
sulphur and superincumbent nitre, creating a mecha- 
nical pressure inconceivably greater than the force 
which rends a locomotive engine, and hurls its frag- 
ments ui the air :— an explanation which has to con- 
tend, in some minds, with the fact that the chamber 
had an open doorway d feet by 4, leadinsr into a shed 
only separated from the open quay by a sliding sate. 

On Wednesday, Oct 25, the remains of Mr. George 
Hamilton, of Church-street, carpenter, (nephew of 
Mr. Charles Hamilton, hairdresser,) were found in the 
ruins in an advanced state of decomposition. He had 
been buried in the wreck of a house on Hillgate-banks, 
nearly opposite St. Mary's church. Deceased Was 30 
years of age— a married man with a fiunily . 



nces 



The Coroner and jury resumed their respective 
places m the Townhall on Thursday, Oct. 26, at 10 
o'clock. Capt. Du Cane, R.E., Capt. Cooke, R.B., 
H. L. PatUnson, Esq., Professor Alfred S. Taylor, the 
Town Clerk, the Town Survqror, the KewcasUe 
Coroner, George Hayeks, Esq., Balph Wake, Esq., 
Matthias Dunn, Esq., W. Hymers, Esq., James Pol- 
lock, Esq., Edward Glynn, Esq., and other gentlemen 
were on the bench. 

The Coroner brieflv addressed the jury, intimatmff 
that Mr. Schorey had contuiued his researches, and 
got little or no evidence, of any value, as to the exist-' 



ence of gunpowder on the premises at the tune of the 
explosion. One or two witnesses would be examined 
on this subject, and the jury would judse as to the 
worth of their testimony. Professor Taylor, sent 
down by Lord Palmerston, was in court, and he had 
the pleasure of introducing him to the jury. He 
would give evidence before them, and Mr. Pattinson 
would also state the result of some further experiments 
which he had made. 

Mr. Schorey {produced a bottle, containing, he said, 
some of the liquid found at the bottom of the crater 
in HUlgate. It was got by P.O. Leech. Pro^ 
feesor Taylor having expressed a wish to have a 
bottleful of it. (Leech afterwards identified the 
bottleO Professor Taylor had also got a niece of the 
coat worn by P.O. Scott when he was killed by the 
explosion. Mr. Schorey likewise stated that Robert 
Pattison, one of the sufferers by the explosion, died on 
the 20th inst. He was an apprentice with Hill & 
Drury in Newcastle, and was standing on the Quay- 
side when the explosion occurred. He died at home, 
in Wrekenton. He (Mr. Schorey) had further to report 
the discovery of the body of George Hamilton, joiner, 
aged 30. His remains were found on Wednesday 
morning^ on Hillgate banks, among the ruins. 

Mr. H. L. Pattinson was now recalled. He said : — 
IxL my evidence on a former day, I stated, with refer- 
ence to gunpowder, that 253 grains would produce 
316*25 cubic inches of permanent gas ; and tnat 253 
grains of water would produce 1,728 cubic inches of 
steam. Now I reckoned the gas from gunpowder at 
the mean temperature and pressure, ana Uie steam at 
the temperature of 212 deg. But I did not think 
it neoessarjr to take into account the greatly in- 
creased expansive force conferred on the gases 
firom gunpowder by the heat of the explosion, 
because I expected that the steam might oe ex- 
panded in at least as great a ratio by the intense 
heat of the chamber into which I supposed the water 
to have obtauied access. It might, indeed, have been 
heated to a much hu^her degree. Since I last gave 
evidence I have made several further experiments on 
the action of water on incandescent nitre and sulphur, 
some of which I will proceed to detail. In an iron 
pot, 144 inches in oiameter and 12 inches deep, I 
placed 101b. of nitrate of soda, 51b. of sulphur, and 
lib. of coal in powder. 30 seconds after the mixture 
was set on fire, the mass being in most intense igni- 
tion, I added 241b. of water. No efiect took place for 
6 or 10 seconds. But, just as my assistants and I were 
approaching the pan^ a most tremendous explosion 
took place, which was heard for miles round, and shook 
all the houses in the neighbourhood. The iron pan, 
nearly half an inch thick, was broken into nine frag- 
ments, and its bottom forced six inches into the solid 
earth on which it was placed — the earth all round the 
pan being forced outwards, so as to form the appear- 
ance of a crater. A similar experiment I repeated 
many times, generally with the same results, except 
that the pan was not always broken to pieces. It 
has not always been essential, in these experiments, 
that the water should all go in together. There 
is generally a pause before the explotton, aftet 
the last addition ; and sometimes I have poured in 
the water at intervals^ and after adding the water 
the explosion has K>llowed. When a little 
charcoal, or small coal, has been added to the 
nitrate of soda and sulphur, we have not perceived 
any smell of gunpowder from the explosion. To 
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throw some Ughi on the qneitioii whether nitmte of 
Boda and chaiooal will es^od^ with waUr. I mixed 
161b. of nitiate and 51b. of coarMoharooaL When 
these were set on firey they burnt with tremendooa 
and eyen dangerous enerflr7 ; and when at the fiercest, 
I added 2^1b. of water. There was no explosion— but 
a splattering. After the kpse of about ten seconds, 
an explosion took plaoe—not yeiy loud— and all the 
contents of the pan were thrown out. Qunpowder ia 
oompoeed of 75 nitiate of potash, 15 chucoal, and 10 
sulphur. 75 nitrate of potash is equivalent to 66*6 of 
nitrate of soda. I mixed lOilb. of nitrate of soda 
with 2^ of charcoal, and added Sib. ol water, being 
the jnropartioDs in gunpowder. There was no ex- 
plosion. I then again mixed 1041b. of nitrate of 
soda, 2ilb. charcoal, and lib. water, and in about 20 
seconds there was a loud explosion. I made nume- 
rous e[^losions, varyinff the mixture and the propor- 
tions. I mixed lOtlb. of nitrate of soda, 2i of 
ohaiooal, and 1^ of sulphur— the jKroportions of gun- 
powder. The mixture burnt furiously: and when 
the deflagration was subsidiDg, I added 21b. of water, 
but there was no explosion. The rough mixture <n 
the materials of gunpowder produce no explosion of 
themsdyes when set on fire ; and if roughly mixed 
together in the warehouse, there would have been no 
explosion, but intense deflagration. I placed 141b. ai 
gunpowder in an iron pan. similar to those used in 
my other experiments, and also sunk in the grofund 
in the same way. I nred the gunpowder by means 
of a fuse. There was a great mass of flame and 
smoke, and a load puff, but no detonation whateyer, 
G!he iron pan was not at all distnrbed. The reports 
from my experimoits with water were deafening. 
My impression still is, as I said before, that if 
water, in sufficient quantity, should have found 
its way, by any means, into the yault, it would 
come ud contact with the highly incandescent 
salts, when steam of resistless foiee would be 
instantaneously generated, . and this would ooca- 
sion the explosion. — (By Mr. Prockter : I have 
found, as I haye ahwadv said, that an explosion will 
ensue when the water is not all poured m together, 
and at the same moment. At tne request of OapL 
Du Oane, I put 101b. of nitrate of soda and 6Ih. of 
sulphur into the iron pan ; and when the combustion 
was floing on fiercely, water was sprinkled opon it 
carefully, for about two minutes, by means of the 
hose of an engine, when a loud esiplosion took place, 
resembling the others in character, but not qmte so 
loud, and all the materials were projected mm the 
pan.— By Gapt. Du Oane : I haye found it difllcnlt to 
get explosions with equal quantities of nitre and 
sulphur. But this I ascribe to the temperatnre of 
the pan not being high enough. As this rose 
it became more easy to explode equal quanti- 
ties. — By Mr. Thompson : Difierence of masa 
would greatly afiect the results ; but with a pie- 
pondeianoe of sulphur I should think there woula be 
no explosion. — ^By Mr* Hymers : I cannot ssy how 
long it might be before an explosion would follow the 
access of water by nerooktion through the floor or 
arch. It is impossible to say what the ciroumstanoea 
would be in such a case as this.— By Mr. Golightly ; 
I hardly think the water flowing in firom tiie Tyne 
caused the explosion. — By CaiS. Du Oane : I said 
before that 521 cubic feet <nwater would be equiyalent 
to eiffht tons of gunpowder. That would depoid on 
whether the steam acquired the temperatnre of ex* 



plodhig ffimpowder, and consequently its expansiye 
orce. if it did not, then more than 52^ cubic feet 
would be required to exert the force of 8 tons of gun- 

Eowder ; but, as I haye said already, it was prowbly 
eated to a much higher degree.) 
Profiaseor Taylor was now examined. I reside (he 
sidd) in St. JamesVterrace, Bmnt's Park, London, 
and am a Fellow of the Royal Oolleffe of Physicians, 
Fellow of the Royal Societjr, and Professor of Ohemis- 
tnrand Medical Jurisprudence in Guy's Hospital — 
which office 1 haye held during the last 23 years. At 
the desire of Viscount Palmerston I hare come down 
to Qateshead to inyestigate the dreumstances, and if 
possible to determine by chemical science the cause, 
of the explosion by which such an amount of 
destruction of life and properijr has been occasioned 
in these towns. In company with QaioU Du Oane, Mr. 
Schorej, and others, I haye yisitea the nte of the 
explosion, and haye accurately inspected the locality, 
as fiir as uie present state ot the rums will permit. I 
haye collected samples firom yarious parts of the 
premises, includinff the stones, timber, water, and 
other substances, with a yiew of deteimixdng whether 
there were any traces of gunpowder, or oi the salts 
resulting firom the explosion ot gunpowder, contained 
therein. I haye minutdy examined the water from 
the centre of what is termed the crater, the aUeged 
seat of the explosion. I find in it no substance 
characteristic oi gunpowder. The water contained, 
besides oxide of iron, nitrate of soda, oommon salt, 
alum, and sulphate of soda, in laige quantities. 
There were no salts of potash. If there had been, I 
should haye inferred the presence of gunpowder. 
This sample of water was giyen to me by Mr. Schorey . 
I procured from the enter a mass of sulphur, fused, 
wnich, on chemical examination, I fbund to be incor- 
porated with nitrate of soda, showing that these 
substances had been fused together and burnt together. 
I haye had an opportunity of inspecting the clothes 
of Thomas Scott, the policeman, who is said to haye 
been near the root at the time of the explodon, and 
was killed. Td» clothes present only one or two 

etches indicatiye of burning, which appear to haye 
en occasioned by burning sulphur that had fiiUen 
on them. Gunpowder womd haye shiged the clothes 
generally, by reason of the flame which is giyen 
out during the combustion of gunpowder. Of 
this there can be no doubt I ooncinde, fix>m all 
these experiments, that there is a total absence of all 
chemical eyidence of the presence of gunpowder. 
Ghmpowder would haye left traces of potash, and I 
can nowhere find any in connection with this explo- 
sion. I am of opimon that the effects are such as 
might haye been produced bT the explosion of gun- 
powder stored within the yault forming the centre or 
ibeus of what is called the crater. By the efiects I 
mean the destroction of the sorrounding buildings by 
^e exploBion. At the same time, in the absence of 
all eyiaence ciganpowder being on the raemisss, and 
in the entire absence, chemically speaking, of any 
traces of that substance or its i«odaoti on the sur* 
xonndhig buildings, I am of opinion that the materials 
said to haye been contahied m the yaolt, the focus of 
the oqdosion, yis., the nitrate of soda and solphnr, 
might, under the circumstances, haye led to the 
explosion and its lamentable results. Assaming 
there were stored on the floor of the yault 47 tons dr 
sulphur, coyered with tarpauHng, and 46 tons d 
nitiate of soda in bags up to within a foot of the 



Digitized by 



Google 



135 



ceiling, 
ipaited, 



and assmning farther that thia mixture 

_„ , and burnt with rapidity during the oonflagra- 

tion, and that the gases evolved, snlphurona acid and 
nitrogen, oould not obtain a free escape in proportion 
to the rapiditv with which they were produced, then 
it is my belief that the quantity of gases thus evolved, 
combined with the increased expansile force which 
they would acauire from the high temperature 
around them, ana as a result of the combustion of the 
sulphur and nitrate, would in my opinion suffice to 
account for the explosion and its results. I find by 
calculation that the quantity of suphurous acid and 
nitrogen set free by this oombustioD, from about half 
a ton of sulphur and a uuarter of a ton of nitrate of 
soda, amounts to 12,670 feet, calculated at the 
ordinary temperature of the air ; but as the height of 
combustion is equal to the melting point of copper-— 
that is to say, about 2,000 dmrees ofFahrenheit-— the 
expansion of the gases would probably increase this 
volume to 281,000 cubic feet. If a ton of sulphur 
and half a ton of nitre were consumed before the 
explosion occurred, tiien the amount of gas, calculated 
from the temperature of combustion, would be equal 
to 562,000 cubic feet Even this represents the com- 
bustion of only about one-ninetieth part of the 
sulphur and nitrate of soda said to have been stored 
in the vault or chamber. If this enonnous volume 
of gas could escape in proportion as it was produced, 
there would be no explosion ; but if by aociaent there 
were an obstacle to the free escape, or if the gases 
were produoed with extreme rapidity, by yerf 
intense combustion, then aU the efi&ts of this 
explosion might rradily occur. Slow combustion 
would not have produced these effects. In the vault 
referred to, the oimensions are stated to have been 20 
feet by 16, and 14 feet in height. This would give a 
capacity of 4,480 cubic feet. It seems that it was 
closely filled with the sulphur and nitrate to within a 
loot m the ceU^, leaving therefore only about 320 
cubic feet of vacant space at the top of the chamber. 
This space would be mcreased as the substances were 
melting or burnt ; and an allowance of one-thud of 
the whole space may therefore be made in reference 
to this calculation. This would give 1,490 fSset for 
the gases to accumulate in. This is about 138th of 
the volume the gases would occupy. Therefore if 
there were no space to allow of their escape, the 
sases would be under a pressure of 380 atmospheres. 
This is equivalent to 6,700 lbs. on the square inch. 
AUowinff that the pressure was reduced to 80 atmo- 
spheres oy the partial diffusion in the adjoining 
chamber, still this would represent a force of 1,200 
lbs. pressure on the square inch, which is twelve 
times greater than the pressure in a locomotive 
boiler Mfore explonon. On this theory of the cause 
of the explosion, it is assumed that only one-ninetieth 
part of the contents of the vault was actually con- 
■omed at the time of its occunence. But if one-fifth 
or one-sixth of the contents of the vault had been 
oonverted to gases, which is not an improbable con- 
dition in this mtense conflagration, the relief given by 
the diffusion of the gases would be more Uum com- 
pensated, and this would fullv account for the 
tremendous effects. It must be further noticed 
that the scQoining chambers are represented to 
have contdined a large quantity of sulphur and 
nitrate of soda. The vaults would therefore be- 
come a complete mine of solids, rapidly converted 
by heat to gases, capable by their quantity and great 



expansion of shattering everything around them.* 
(By Mr.Lishman: The rain that fell before the 
bottle of water was procured from the crater need not 
be taken into account in this inauiry. The rain 
would not have removed the salts ox potash had ilksj 
been present Nor would the rain^ Cfi the water from 
the fire engines, affect the indications on the spot, so 
as to interfere with my researches. There is some 
white paint on a marine store dealer's premises 
enabling me to form a conclusion as to whether the 
explosion was caused hy^ gunpowder. It is of no con- 
sequence that the engines and the rain may have 
washed this painted wood, it would still tell the same 
tale. Had the explosion been caused by gunpowder^ 
the sulphate of potassium given out wouM have 
browned this paint ; just as you may any of you turn 
a glasEed address cara brown, by exposhig it to asiUght 
explosion of gunpowder. I was minute in ay re- 
seuvhes, and could find no traces of salts of potash in 
or about the water, or anywhere in connection with 
the building. I found in the water of the crater an 
abundance of sulphate of soda, of which, aoooiding to 
the list fbmished to me, there was none in the ware- 
house before the explosion. The presence of this 
substance, the result of the combustion of the sulphur 
and the nitrate of soda, assists in confirming me in 
my conclusions as to the cause of the explosion. The 
clothes of the policeman Scott I exammed with an 
expectation that they might lead me to conclude 
gcmpowder to have been the cause of tiia death, but 
the evidence which thev gave tended in a contrary 
dbection. — By Capt Dm Oane: Had the explonon 
been caused by an expansion of steam under high 
pressure, I think there would have been marks of 
scalding on some of the bodies.) 

Mr. tt. H. Wilson (recalled) : I examined about 
twenty bodies. There were no marks of soalduig on 
any one of them. Some were much bumt-^chaned — 
but none scalded, as I have seen bodies in oases of 
explosion by steam. 

Professor Taylor remarked upon the peculiar con- 
junction of dreumstances which had resulted in the 
late disastrous calamity — the presence oft about 90 
tons of sulphur and mtrate of soda, in about equal 
quantities, in an underground chamber, encibsed by 
strong stone waUs. — (finith, the warehoustsnan, de- 
scribed the chamber and its three asUar walls a vard 
thick — the fourth waU, of brick^ being built 
agamst the solid earth of the street) — The sul- 
phur, continued the doctor, was lying undermost* 
and sulphur, as everybody knew, was one of the most 
ignitible substances known. The nitre being over the 
sulphur, it would, to a certain degree, protect the 
wooden floor above firom the action of the sulphur 
vapour ; and before this could be ignited, the explo- 
sion, in his belief , took place. It was the unfortunate 
drcumstance in this case that the sulphur was at the 
bottom of the vault It would immediate^ ignite, 
and there would be a mass of burning material at the 
bottom of the vault Burning upwards, it would 
meet the nitrate of soda, and produce an enormous 
amount of heat Nitrate of soda was a remarkably 
fusible substance, and it would fiJl in a melted state 
on this intensely heated sulphur. This would pro- 
duce an enormous extrication of gas. This gis would 
be expanded by intense heat— a heat sufficient to 
meAt copper^— resulting from the combustion of these 
two substances. There would be set free half a 
million of cubic feet of gas, which must find space for 
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itself : or, if not* it would blow to piecei the building 
in which it wis confined.— (By the Jnxy: The 
oombiution of two tons of the materials, amounting 
only to a 40th part of the contents of the chamber, 
would folly account foir aU that he had seen and 
heard regBtfding the ocploeion. — By tiie Coroner: 
In his judgment, it was most unsafe to store in 
a warehouse large quantities of sulphur or charcoal 
anywhere near nitrate of soda, nitrate of potash, 
or any other nitrate — these mixtuies, when expoeed 
to fire, producing gases of the most destructive kind. 
When they did not cause destruction of life and pro- 
perty hj explosion, they tended, by their intense 
oombustion, to the destruction of all buildings near 
and around them.) 

In rmrd to the ciroumstance of there bdng a door 
to the <mamber, Professor Taylor argued tluit, in a 
case where gases were rapidly generated, such an 
outlet would be of no practical effect ; and he illus- 
trated his positicm by a reference to an accident which 
befel him in an experiment some time affo, when 
a Florence flask, containing chloride of potash, 
exploded in his hand, on the introduction ot a 
light, although there was a door of escape — the 
mouth — standing open. — (By Mr. Hymers: Did 
not think that any quantity of water that coidd pos- 
sibly reach the burning contents of the vault would 
produce such an explosion as had actually occurred. 
Mr. Pattinson had produced violent explosions by the 
introduction of water to incandescent nitre and sul- 
pbur, but the circumstances were verjr difierent. Tou 
could not expect that the conditions necessary 
to BIr. Pattinson*s success would exist at the 
fire. He had measured the stone projected into 
Oakwellgate. His explanation of the explosion would, 
he thought, fully account for the projection ef so 
ponderous a missile to the point at which it was 
found. Apre6sureof5,700fbtothe square inch would 
account for anything <n the kind. The explosion was 
of the most extraordinary character, and called for 
an extraordinary cause. — By Mr. Thompson : The 
general extinction of the gaa^lights would be accounted 
mr by the sulphurous acid ; and so, also, would be 
the effects prcnluoed upon the people in the vicinitv, 
as explained to him by Mr. Schorey, who told him he 
was abnost choked.) 

Br. Taylor read the following jottings, presenting 
at a glance his views as to the several explanations of 
the explosion which have been suggested :— 

FOB GirNPOWBEB. 

The eflEeets produeed. SaddenneeB and violence of explo- 
Apparently no other c 



FOB AQUBODS VAPOTTB. 
the eflbets. Suddenness and violence of explosion. 

AQAI5ST IT. 

1. A large quantity of waters-say one or two tons— must 
have been saddenly oonverted Into steam to prodooe the 



AOAinSt QTJKPOWDEB. 

1. No direct evidence of its presence. 

fi. No body of flame seen at instant of explosioiL 

5. No tiaoes of burning by gunpowder on the bodies of 
the dead. Blankenhig of the Amm might be explained by 
the abundance of fine sooty and earbooaoeooa matter. 

4. No traoes in any part Many sabstancee analysed— 
no salts of potash found. 

6. Must have occurred in the vault The water exa- 
mfaied— no nitrate or sulphate of potash— only sulphate of 
soda, salt, alum. 

6. None In the rock of fimned sulphur remaining. Ana- 
lyzed, and fbund to contain soda salts— no potash salts. 

7. Stains of mlphate of potassium on white lead paint 
of marine store — blackened or browned permanenfly all 
over— if gunpowder. 

8. No burning or appearances of powder on dothes of 
FoUeeman Scott 



5. How could this have entered the vault In such a 
volume at once f How could it have aeeumulated to ex- 
plode all at once in a quantity sofflelent to account for the 
tremendous explosion t No boiler or vessel to endoee it 
until it had reached its maximum of pressure. 

3. At the moment of explosion, donds of steam would 
have been visible. The bodies near would have presented 
T Pftrifa of scalding* 

FOB THB MIXTUBB OF 0ABB8 THBOBT. 

1. Adequate quantity of gas produced. 
8. Produced in a close chamber, nearly fUl of the ma- 
terial. 

3. Sulphurous add and nitrogen the only gases formed. 

4. By ordinary oombustion, gases dowly produced. 

6. By rapid oombustion of a ton in a few minutes under 
intense heat, the volume given out and expanded would be 
so rapidly produeed as to account for the effects. 

6. No flame in explosion. All flame extinguished. 

7. Smell of sulphurous add. 

Mr. Qolightly observed, that the explosion was not 
unaccompanied by flame.---( A correspondent writes : — 
*^ Suddenly, as I stood on the Windmill HiUs, there 
was a bright light, more powerful than anything of 
the kind I ever witnessed before ; and in a short 
time— a few seconds — the explosion took place. There 
was then smoke, and the air was filled with burning 
masses of all kinds.") 

During the inquiiy, attempts were made to arrive 
at a correct buowledie ot the structural details of the 
vaulted chambers of the warehouse— the Town Sur- 
veyor, who had been over the buildine before the 
fire, and the warehouseman (Percival Smith), doing 
their best to inform the court. No plan, it appeared, 
was forthcoming, if one ever existed ; and Gapt. Du 
Cane, who took an active part in the inquiry, observed 
that nothing had more embarrassed the investigation 
than the afaflenoe oi an authentic plan. 

The doorwa}r of the chamber in which the explodon 
occurred, was, it appeiu^, on the north side, fronting 
the Tyne : and Professor Taylor observed that the 
position ot this aperture threw light upon the exi>lo- 
sion. ^e vault was, in fact, a mortar, of which 
Hillgate was the breech and the doorway the muzzle ; 
and the fiery dischuge was in the direction of New- 
castle, with a tremendous kick in the direction of 
Gatesnead. 

John Shields, who gave evidence in Newcastle on 
Monday, was examined, and with equally u n satisfec- 
tory results. He now denied that Peter Brown was 
at the warehouse when he assisted the boatman to 
deliver the six kegs. It was, he said, another time 
that he saw Brown there. He could not sa> how 
long since, not to three or four years. 

^exander Drummond repeated his evidence of 
Monday, and, in explanation of his o/mw of ** The 
Tinker,' said there were very few people on the 
Quayside wiUiout nicknames. {** Scotch Jock," it 
was stated, emigrated prior to the time when, acoord- 
ing to Drummond, he was assisting to deliver gun- 
powder in Hillgate.) 

Mr. Schorey stated that he had information as to a 
number of other persons who had been named as able 
to give evidence touching gunpowder, and who had 
been seen, and their ability to afibrd assistance in the 
inquiry investigated. 
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The Coroner, holdinic in his hand a written pai>er, 
sud it embodi^ the result of Mr. Schorey's inquiries, 
and contained no evidence whatever in proof of gun- 
powder having been at the warehouse at the time of 
the escplonon. He would now leave the matter in 
the hands of the lury. If they wished for further 
evidence, he woula have witnesses summoned, or if, 
being satisfied, they would, nevertheless, prefer an 
adjournment, and have the evidence smnmed up on 
a niture day, he would adjourn the inquiry. He was 
prepared to sum up then, or to take any other course 
which they might think proper. 

The jury held a consultation, and expressed a desire 
for an adjournment. — Adjourned to Thursday, No- 
vember 2. 

Five more deaths have occurred in Newcastle 
Infirmaiy, viz. :— James Nicholson, of Gateshead, 
aged 7, (skull fractured in St. Mary's churchyard) ; 
John Wheatley, skinner, GUteshead, 35, (wounds and 
fractures leading to tetanus) ; John Qou^h, Gateshead, 
33, (fractures and bums); James Dixon, Tuthill- 
stairs, Newcastle, 36, (burns): and Michael Dunn, 
Gateshead. 31, (fissure of skull and other wounds). 
Total deaths in uie infirmary, 15. 
. ♦ 

THE GATESHEAD EXPLOSION. 

Dr. Taylor presents his compliments to the 
Editor of the (j^ateshead Ohsenoer^ and will feel 
obliged by his insertion of the subjoined letter to Mr. 
Favell, the Coroner. 

Newcastle, October 26, 1854. 

Dbar 8ra» — In that part of my deposition which refers to 
the amount of nitrate of soda supposed to have been con- 
sumed with the sulphur. In order to produce the gases 
mentioned, I find on comparison with my notes that the 
amount is understated. 

Thns, half a ton of sulphur would consume a ton and a 
third of nitrate, and one ton of sulphur would consequently 
take two tons and six-tenths of nitrate. These would make 
the proportions of the materials consumed in the chamber 
about l-50th and l-25th part of the total contents. 

This does not at all alter or affect In any way the conclu- 
sions which I haye drawn, because in my opinion consideia- 
bly more than these proportions were actually consumed 
in this intense conflagration. (See the latter part of the 
deposition.) Still, it will be as well to make the correction 
of these figures, as I by no means wish to under^estimate 
the amount of material supposed to haye been consnmed. 
There was quite enough consumed, in my judgment, to 
produce all the effecte caused by the explosion ; and this I 
apprehend is the main question. 

I am, dear Sir, yours yery truly, 

J. M. FayeH, Esq., Coroner. Alfred S. Tatlor. 

THE RUINS OS THE RIVER. 

The ruins still continue to be an object of interest, 
and strangers may constantly be seen wandering to 
and fit), gazinfi^ on the wreck. 

The Quaysiae chares have been cleared of rubbish, 
and you may now walk among the skeletons and 
fragments of the old medissval structures — where may 
be observed Quayside merchants and traders musing 
like Marius upon piles of ruins— all that remains of 
their wonted haunts* 

At FenwickVentry, the Quayside is restored to its 
psimitive verdure, a luxuriant crop of com haviug 
sprung up in a hot-bed— on a site innocent of vegeta- 
tion for centuries. 

There are temj^iaiy erections on the quay for the 
use of men of business. A wooden hut, occupied by 
fills. Naylor, the hairdresser, bears the inscription of 



•• The Postoffice"— the branch-estabUshment being in 
the Arcade. 

In Gateshead, the walls of Mr. Davidson's mill have 
been overthrown. Some little impression has been 
made on the mountains of rubbish ; the crater has 
been cleared out ; pig-iron, unii^ured, has been 
got out in considerable quantity ; pigs of lead have 
also been recovered to a large extent, but partially 
melted ; and many tons of lead have been wasted. 
.« .^ — . — 

GATESHEAD QUAY. 

The public quay and improvements contemplated by 
the Corporation of Gatesnead are calculated to efieet 
striking changes in the riverside property contiguous 
to Tyne Bridge. The Corporation have wisely deter- 
mined to make application to parliament in the 
ensuing session for full and effective powers to cany 
out the project. 

The whole of the buildings on the east side of 
Bridge-street and Church-street, to the churchyard of 
St. Mary's, and extending down the river to the goods 
drop of the North Eastern Bailway Company, are 
intended to be cleared away, and will give place to a 
block of buildings, at the distance of about 100 feet 
trom the edge of the river, having a frontage running 
parallel with the course of the Tyne, and extending 
upwards of 1 ,126 feet in length. These buildings will be 
five stories high and 52 feet wide. The north or river 
elevation will be a noble and commanding front ; and 
the south elevation will form the front of anoUier 
street 45 feet wide, connecting Church- street with 
Oakwellgate. This street will have its level in 
Church-street, near the bottom of the Bottle-bank, 
and will have the easy mdientof 1 in 26. On the 
south side of this street there will be a block of buUd- 
ings four stories high, adjoining to and extend- 
ing the whole length of St. Mary's church-yard. 
The level of this street is considerably higher than 
the level of the sur£ftce of the quay ; and in order to 
a£k>rd feMulities for paseengers to reach the quay from 
the street and districts immediately above, a spacious 
flight of stairs will be provided, to give communica- 
tion with the quay below. 

The width of the Quay, from the front of the 
buildings to the edge of the river, will be tound suffi- 
cient for the traffic^f the street, and to afiford ample 
space and convenience for merchandise in the ship- 
pmg and deHveiy of goods. 

On the surfiaoe of the quay will be laid two lines of 
tramway^ running from end to end of the quay, and 
commmucating with the goods drop of the North 
Eastern Bailway. The rails will be " bridge rails," 
and laid flush with the suz&ce of the quay. Over the 
lines of tramway will be erected commodious sheds 
for the temporarv storing of merohandiae. 

At suitable distances, hydraulic eranes will be 
placed for the expeditious working of the traffic on 
the quay ; and at proper intervals landing stairs will 
be constructed from the surface of the quay down to 
the river, giving passengers easy access to boats at all 
states of the tide. 

The River Tyne Improvement Commissioners have 
opportuncdy resolved to throw a wider bridge across 
the river a little to the westward of the existing 
&bric. Simultaneously, therefore, with the works 
which are undertaken by the Gateshead Corporation 
for the accommodation of the merchants and ship- 
owners in the shape of wharf and warehouse fecilities. 
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the clearance of the stream of the river from the huge 
and numerous piers or '^ starlings" of the present 
bridge, will be the means of snying a very considerable 
increase of depth of water. To carry out the approach 
to the new bnd^e, it will necessarily follow tliat the 
buildings in FipeweUgate, extending from the old 
bridge to the High Level Bridge, will be cleared awav ; 
and the Commissioners and the Council will no doubt 
properly and satis&ctorily define the junction -of the 
separate undertakings in this neighbourhood. 

It must never be forgotten uiat along with the 
mercantile character of the undertaking the project 
involves a sanitary improvement of the locality of the 
most satis&ctoiy nature. 

It ii therefore to be hoped that the energetic efibrts 
of the Council will bring the works to a speedy and 
successful issue, leading as well to the health as to 
the prosperity of the borough. 

WiLLiAK Hall, C.E., Borough Surveyor. 

Mr. Dobson's {dans for Newcastle, now under the 
consideration of a Committee of Council, comprise a 
street from the Sandhill to Pandon, parallel with the 
Quayside, and three lateral streets — wiUi a glass- 
roofed area for purposes of 'change. Pilnimstreet and 
Tra&lgar-street will each be continued to the Quay- 
side. 

'■ ♦ ■ 

The Bishop of Durham liberally o£FerB £600 for the 
erection of a new parish church, and £300 in case the 
old church is repaired. His lordship also subscribes 
£160 to the Relief Fund, £fiO to the Newcastle In- 
iirmaiy, and £26 to the Gateshead Dispensary. The 
sums which his lordship is thus preparea to contribute 
in connection with the late melancholy catastrophe, 
altogether exceed £800. 

1853 AND 1854.— Recurring Autumn has brought 
round its sombre harvest of widowhood and weedS — 
of orphanage and suffering. Last year, the Board 
Boom in Gateshead was besieged by applicants for aid 
from the Cholera Relief Fund ; and the recipients of 
that bounty are still subsisting on their weekly doles. 
This year, the Board Room is again beset by women 
in mourmng, burnt out of one of the localities in 
which Cholera delighted, or otherwise affected by the 
fearful fire and explosion of the 6th inst. Some have 
lost their husbands or parents— •then have relatives 
lying burnt or woondeci, or both, in the Newcastle 
Infinnaiy. The body of one of the dead, George 
Hamilton, carpenter, was got out of the ruins only on 
the 25th inst. ; and he, a young man in the prime of 
lifo, has left a widow and orplums. The sufferers are 
L^on. Upwards of 400 have applied in Gates- 
head, and 226 have had their claims acknow- 
ledged. A notion has got abroad that already a 
larger fund has been collected than is needed. It is 
an erroneous notion. Those who once entertained it 
are giving it up. Those who know the &cts (and the 
number of such persons is increasing) know that the 
fund is very inadequate to the emergency ; and we 
regret that a more general effort has not been made 
to swell the amount. 

Gatsshxad Towv-CoimciL. — Alderman Robson 
attended 19 of the 20 meetings of CouncU held in the 
past municipal year; Alderman Smith, 19; Councillor 
Brinton, 19; Councillor Hewitt, 18; Councillor 
Hodgson, 17 ; Alderman Haggne (Mayor), 16 ; Coun- 
cillor Cook, 16; 0)uncillor ionn, 15; Councillor 



Patterson, 14 ; Councillor Hymers, 13 ; Councillor 
Vickers, 12; Councillor Skelton, 12; CoundUor 
CraWiay, 11; Councillor Wilson, 11; 0>unciUor 
Peter Haggle, 10 ; Councillor Ghnv, 10 ; Alderman 
Lister, 9; Alderman Hawks, 9; Aldermianl Pearson, 
9 ; Councillor Allhusen, 5 j Coundllor Hunter, 4 ; 
Councillor (Sarbutt, 1* (JouncillorB Prockter and 
Woolston have not been a year in office. At all the 
meetings held since their election they have been 
present. 
^ Thb Novexbbb Elbotions.— The annual election of 
Councillors, at which tiie burgesses have the opportu- 
nity afforded them of making changes, if they choose, 
in the compodtion of their representative bodies, will 
take place on Wednesday, Nov. 1. Matters stand thus 
in Gateshead :— west waad. 

Mr. Bryan John Prockter a candidate Ibr reelection. 

Mr. Oomeliiu Garbatt retires and resigns. 

Mr. George Orawshay offers himself. 

BABT WASD. 

Mr. James Hewitt stands again. 

Mr. John Tickers rettves and resigns. 

Mr. W. A«pdin and Mr. William Dingwall are candidates. 

SOUTH WABD* 

Mr. Edmond Crawshay stands again. 

Mr. R. W. Hodgson stands again. 

Mr. Thomas Welford offers hhnself ; and also Mr. George 
Miller, of HUls-street 
Mr. Dingwall, while fiivourable to improvement, 
would *' consulttheratepayers'opinion"' before going on 
with the Hillgate project. Yery well ! the ratepavers 
will give Mr. Dingwall their opinion on Wednesday. 
We £all then see whether they are fiivourable to the 
timid proposal of Mr. Prockter, or to the more manly 
and independent course adopted by the Coundl, w1k> 
have actM, as becomes the chosen representatives of the 
burgesses, on their own jud^gment — ^leaving it to their 
constituents to express their sentiments in such way 
as they may think proper, if they feel called upon to 
interfere. We wait the decision of the ratepayers of 
the East Ward. 

Gateshbad DrsPENSABT. — The Treasurer (Mr. 
Eimpster) desires us to acknowledge the following 
new subscriptions to the Building Fund : — 
Abbot's F<»ge, Anchor, and Chain Depart- 
ment jBii is 

Jonathan Bobeon's Workmen, Blackwall 3 10 

John Lister's Workmen 10 

Workmen of the Tyne Papermill 10 

Thomas Pearson's Workmen 1 1 

Newall & 0o.*8 Workmen 3 

B. Sanderson 10 

George Pattison 10 

Edward Hedley 110 

John Bennoldson 110 

John Anderson, Newcastle 2 2 

Joseph Golling, London 10 

Joseph Prices (3o 6 6 

Thb EzPLOsioif Ain> ths Rswabd. — In addition to 
an anonymous ofler of a reward of £20 for information 
leading to tiie discovery of the cause of the Gateshead 
explosion, (a reward which, lookmg to the terms ot 
the placard, might be claimed by Professor Taylor or 
Mr. Pattinson,) **some of the fire insurance com- 
panies" have offered £100 for information which may 
cause '* the conviction of the offender or offenders, in 
the event of gunpowder having been illegaUy kept in 
Bertram's warehouse." One of our Newcastle con- 
temporaries state that *^ the Corporation oi Gateshead 
offer" the " reward of £20." We know not on what 
authority the statement is made. 
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TO THB 

MUNICIPAL ELECTORS OF THE SOUTH WARD 

OFTHB 

BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

GENTLEMEN,— Mr. Hodcson haTing announced 
his intention of withiuawing from the Town 
Council, a vacancy will thereby be occasioned in the 
representation of your Ward. 

After mature oonsiderationy I haye resolved to 
accede to the request of a number of highly influential 
Voters, by becoming a Candidate for your Sufirages 
on the 1st of November. 

My own interest in the general prosperity and im- 
provement of the Borou^ as well as that of my 
nmiily, afitord some guarantee, I trust, that, if elected, 
my best exertions shall be devoted to your service ; 
and, having the necessary leisure^ I shall be able to 
appropriate a large portion of my time to a zealous 
piosecution of my public duties — of the great im- 
portance of which, at this eventful period, I b^ to 
assure you I feel duly sensible. 

IL therefore, I should be so far honoured with jwu 
confidence as to be chosen one of your Representatives, 
I shall endeavour to the utmost of my power to de- 
serve its continuance. 

I remain. Gentlemen, youis respectfully, 

TH08. WELFORD. 

Stewart's-plaoe, Gateshead, Oct. 24^ 1854. 
■ » ■ ' 

TOTHB 

MUNICIPAL ELECTORS OF THE SOUTH WARD 

or THB 

BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

GENTLEMEN,— Mr. Hodgson having announced 
his intention to resign as your Representative, 
I respectinll V ofier myself as a Candidate for the Office 
on the Ist of November. 

In thus ofiefing myself, I may briefly state, though 
I am not opposecTto the Powers that the Council have 
resolved to obtain from Parliament in making Alter- 
ations on the Northern Boundary of the Borough, yon 
may rely that I will endeavour to adjust the Ex- 
penditure necessarily associated with the Improve- 
ments, so that those who are immediately interested 
in the change shall be the largest contributors. 

In other matters, which occupy the attention of the 
Electors genenUy, I am inclined to think my views 
are in unison with your own ; and should I have the 
honour of being returned as your Representative, I 
will invariably consult your wishes in the disohaige 
of the Duties connected with the Office to which 
I aspire^ 

I am. Gentlemen, your obedient Servant, 

GEORGE MILLER. 

HiUs-ftieet, October 26, 1854. 

ELECTION FOR THB SOUTH WARD 

OF OATESHEAB. 

TO R. W. HODGSON, ESQ. 
-We, the undersigned Municipal Electors of 
B South Ward of the Borough of Gateshead, 
have heard with much regret of your intention not 
to offer yourself for reflection ; and, deeply sensible 
of the value of your service^ andf of the faithful 
manner In which yon have dischazged your duties, 
both to this Ward and the Borouffh genenlly, during 
the time you have been our H ep r ese ntatlve in the 
Town Coundly b^ most lespectiolly to zequest yon 
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to reconsider the matter,and allowyomsdi to become 
a Candidate at the iq^ncadung Election on the first 
day of November next. 



John Edward 
George Patterson 
Benjamin Swalwell 
John Thompson 
Andrew Thompson 
William Stephenson 
Robert Thomborzow 
James Scott 
Samuel Kent 
James Smith 
Thomas Wilson 
John W. Pattison 
William Perkms 
James Turner 
Thomas Reay 
George Eeeler 
Edward Lewins 
William Rlckaby 
John Patterson . 
Ephzaim Patterson 
John Saul 
JohnHailes 
Thomas Patterson 
James W. Robson 
James Robson 
John Scott 
Joseph Dobinson 
CuthbertCarr 
Anthony Nixon 
Jonathan Strong 
James Stephenson 
Thomas Proudlock 



Stephen Richardson 
Gecnrge Proud 
Parmella Summerbell 
John Hopper 
Robert Hall 
George Mather 
H.R.R6ed 
M.&Dodds 
JohnPhiUips 
William Wilson 
Joseph Clephan 
C. D. Gsrbutt 
James Powell 
Robert Armstiong 
Joseph Gledstone 
Thomas Welford 
Thomas Toung 
John Brown 
Thomas Pattison 
John Henderson 
Thomas Wilkinson 
Andrew Selkirk 
Joseph Lowden 
Abrabam Dawson 
William Watson 
John Bnllerwell 
Thomas Csrr 
John Bruce 
Joseph Simpson 
John Douglass 
Joseph Snai^ 
William Mumby 



Robert Hetherington John Clark 



Thomas Gardner 
George Davidson 
Thomas Mills 
Daniel Robson 
A. Elliott 
Thomas Sowerby 
John Kimpster 
William Atkmson 
John Pallister 
Robert Angus 
John Usher 
Collingwood Hunter 
Williimi Hunter 
Thomas Peacock 
William Potts 
JohnDobson 
Robert Whmham 
Forster Walker 
Joseph Proud 
Matthew Kendal 
William Atkinson 
Robert Elliott 
W. H. Shield 
Gateshead, October 25, 1854. 



Daniel] 
Beigamin Bari[ 
John Fawcett 
T. S. Robson 
John Flrbsnk 
J. A. Whitworth 
Henry Dawson 
Robert Hunter 
Peter PalliMer 
John Hildreth 
Michael Dann 
Samuel Maddison 
William Dobinson 
Joseph Jefferson 
William Nixon 
Wm. Pickering 
James Whitworth 
Thomas Pringle 
Thomas WilSn 
John Sowerby 
Charles Dunn 
Robert Osborne 
John Usher, jun. 



TO 

MUNICIPAL ELECTORS OF THE SOUTH WARD 

OF THB 

BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

GENTLEMEN, —I have just received the above 
Requisition, and am bound to state, that what- 
ever reasons induced me at one time to decline 
sollfiltmg your Suffiages as your Representative in 
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the Town Gonndl, I must and do at once waive th^dm^ 
and saj, tlmt, in oomplianoe with yonr request, I ofifer 
myself for reflection on Wednesday next. 

I acknowledge with pleasure your approval of my 
past conduct ; and, if you should do me the honour of 
electing me, I pledge myself, by strict attention to 
my duties, and with a due regard to proper economy 
to promote, to the best of my abihty, the general 
wel&re and prosperity of the Borough. 

I am. Gentlemen, your obedient Servant, 

E. W. HODGfSON. 
North Dene, October 26, 1854. 
— ■ ■ ■ ^ 

TO THB 

MUNICIPAL ELECTORS OP THB SOUTH WARD 

OF THE 

BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

GENTLEMEN, — I beg respectfhUy to solicit at 
your hands the honour of re-«lection as Coun- 
cillor lor vour Ward. 

If re-Slected, I will exert myself to promote the 
interests of the Borough, and to prove myself worthy 
of your confidence. 

I am. Gentlemen, your obedient Servant, 

EDMOND CRAW8HAY. 
London, October 23, 1854. 

TO THB ELECTORS OP THE SOUTH WARD 
OF fCflE BOBOnOH OF GATESHEAD. 

GENTLEMEN,— I feel obli^rad by the promises of 
Support from many of the Electors of your Ward, 
but beg to state that I am not a Candidate lor the 
office cl Town Coimcillor. 

I renuon, Gentlemen, your obedient Servant, 
GEORGE MILLER. 
Hat Manufactory, Bridge-street, Gate^ead, 
October 26Ui, 1654. 

— ■■■■■■ ♦ 

TO THE ELECTORS OP THB EAST WARD 

OF THB 

BOROUGH OP GATESHEAD. 

GENTLEMEN, -r- As the Period lor which you 
elected me a Member of the Town Council will 
expire on the 1st of November, I beg respectfully to 
intmiate that it is not my intention to solicit a renewal 
of your suffrages at the ensuinp: Election. Thanking 
you fi:>r the honour you have twice conferred upon me, 
I am, Gentlemen, your obedient Servant, 

JOHN VICKERS. 
West-street^ October 20, 1854. 

— ■ ■ ♦ . 

TO THE 

MUNICIPAL ELECTORS OP THB BAST WARD 

OF THE 

BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

GENTLEMEN, — Having been earnestly solicited 
to tender my services as Councillor for your 
Ward^' I am a Candidate for your suffrages; and 
should I be returned, I will do my duty. 
I am. Gentlemen; your obedient Servant, 

WM. ASPDIN. 
Cement Works, Gateshead, Oct. 25, 1854. 

TO TBB 

MUNICIPAL ELECTORS OP THE EAST WARD 
OF THB BOROUQH OF GATESHEAD. 

GENTLEMEN,— I resp^^iully acknowledge the 
receipt of your Requisition, signed by 121 
Electors, and at once offer nwself as a Candidate for 
your Suffrages on the Piist of November next. 



In thus tendering my services, I am desirous to 
state, should I be returned as your Representative, I 
will endeavour to ud and promote eveiy Sanitary 
Measure calculated to benefit the commumty. I will 
also support eveiy Scheme which has for its object 
the moral and intellectual elevation of the people. 

Being economical in the management of my own 
affiurs, you may be assured I will exercise a similar 
feeling in the administration of yours; and in no 
instance shall I sUently permit the needless expendi- 
ture of your money. 

I will also turn my attention to the North- Western 
part of the Ward, with a view of converting the late 
Calamity into a Public Gkx>d, by makin^^mprove- 
ments for the Physical and Commercial Wants of our 
Borough ; but in doin^ so I think it will be necessary 
to consult the Ratepayers' opinion before any addi- 
tional Taxes are imposed upon them. 

I shall have much pleasure in affording any addi- 
tional explanation on my Canvass of the Ward. 

With feelings of gratitude for the honour you have 
already conferred upon me; 

I am, Gentlemen, your very obedient Servant, 
WILlilAM DINGWALL. 

Bottle-bank, October 21, 1854. 

■ - m 

TO THE 

MUNICIPAL ELECTORS OP THE WEST WARD 

or THB 

BOROUGH OP GATESHEAD. 

GENTLEMEN,— Mr. Garbutt having resigned, I 
beg respectfully to ofifer you my services as 
Councillor for your Ward ; and, if honoured by your 
choice, will endeavour to justify it by discharging 
my duty. 

I am, Gentlemen, your obedient Servant, 

G. CRAWSHAY. 
Gateshead Iron Works, Oct. 24, 1854. 

>m — 

TO THB 

MUNICIPAL ELECTORS OP THE WEST WARD 

OB THB 

BOROUGH OP GATESHEAD. 

GPNTLEMliiN,--The term for which you elected 
me as one of your Representatives in the Town 
Council, will expire on the first of November. 

I therefore respectfully solicit a renewal of your 
confidence ; and be assured, should you again honour 
me with that important trust, my heat exertions shall 
be used to extend the Manu&cturing and Mercantile 
Interests of the community, and, while happy to 
assist in carrying out all necessary Social Reforms 
connected with the Sanitary ArraS)gements now in 
course of progress, I shall strenuously enforce rigid 
economy in the Expenditure of the Rates, so as, if 
possible, not to increase our Local Taxation. 
I have the Honour to remain. 
Your most obedient Servant, 

BRYAN JOHN PROCKTER. 
Gateshead, October 23d, 1864. 
— - ♦ 

C. GARBUTT & SON, 
CHEMISTS AND DRUGGISTS, 

RESPECTPULLY intimate to their Priends that 
their Premises have been partially restored firom 
the Effects of the late Pire, and that they are now in 
a position to cany on their busmess in all its brandies, 
as formerly. 
21, Bridge-street, Gateshead, October 13, 1864. 
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f THE GATESHEAD INQUEST. 

The Conmer and jury re&ssembled on Thursday 
morning, Not. 2, with also Capt. Du Oane. 

The Coroner oJled upon Mr. Schorey to report to 
the jury as to the discovery of further remains in the 
ruins. 

Mr. Schorey stated that, on the lower floor of the 
dwelling which stood opposite the warehouse, in the 
recess in Hillgate, ashes had been found of three 
persons, a man and a woman, and, the medical men 
were mclined to belieTe, a second woman. He 
believed the remains to be those of Mrs. Mary Hart 
(whose husband, son, and niece perished in the fire), 
Mrs. Ann Dodds, aged 22, (wife of Titus DoddsO and 
Mr. William Wigham, of No. 25, Pandon Bene, 

i brother of Mrs. Dodds). The Hart and Dodds &mi- 
ies lived on the upper floor of the house ; and Wig- 
ham had come over on the morning of the fire, and 
was assisting his sister to remove. Mrs. Hart was a 
Roman Catholic, and in connection with the remains 
supposed to be hers was a medal bearing a figure of 
the Virgin Mary. Her remains were found on Tues- 
day—the remains of the other two on Wednesday. 
The Coroner read a letter which he had received 
from Mr. Hawks (elsewhere given) ; and also answers 
to two questions which he had put to Professor Taylor 
since last they met, and a letter received from that 
gentleman, viz. :— 

1. If the chamber wassocloseasnot to allow the escape 
of gases or the entrance of air, could sulphur and 
nitrate of soda bum f 

2lfWtO0r.— They would bum readily in the closest 
chamber without any air, the nitrate of soda fiimidi- 
ing to the sulphur oxygen, which is the element that 
causes the burning of sulphur in air. In every 86 
pounds of nitrate of soda, tnere are as many cubic feet 
of ofzygen (the element necessary to burning sulphur) 
as there are in 2,400 cubic feet of the atmosphere. 

2. Presuminff the fire to have commenced at the 
top of the warehouse, how could sulphur (and nitrate 
oTsoda) in the vault take fire ? 

^fwto0r.— Sulphur will take fire most readily when 
it comes in contact with hcd air^ provided the tem- 
perature be sufficiently high. The ignition of the 
coal tar oil (naphtha)^ H tons, on the flat above, 
would fiiUy account for such a degree of heat in the 
air of the basement of the building, or wherever air 
had access, as would certainly ignite the sulphur. 
Neither flame nor ignited substances need come in 
contact with it, in order to produce combustion. 
Hot air is sufficient I have found it to ignite at a 
lower temperature than gunpowder — f.e., between 
347 deg. and 400. Gunpowder does not isnite, 
according to my repeated experiments, at a Tower 
temperature than about 526 deg. Any temperature 
that would fire gunpowder in this vault would cer- 
tainly suffice to ignite sulphur. 

Dbab SiK,— I beg to inform you that since the inquest 
held at Gateshead on Thursday last, I have made a chemi- 
cal examiDation of some browniBh-black-looking sabstance 
given to me by Mr. Stoker. It was taken from a large stone 
which had been blown over the river, and not interfered 
wHh since the explosion. 

It had a smell like hmmt gonpowder, owing to the pre- 
sence of salphnret of sodimn. On an anidysis in ttie pre- 
sence of Oaptaina Oooke and Du Cane, it was fbund to oon- 
gist chiefly of sulphur, sulphnret of sodimn, and sulphate of 
soda. There was no burnt gunpowder, or any trace what- 
ever of burnt gunpowder, in it. There was no potassium 



or potash salt. It contained more snlphor ffaan nnbumt 
gunpowder, and no trace of charcoal. 

Lastly, in chemical compoeition it resembled the sulphur 
compound collected from near the water, and some sulphur 
compound scraped by me from the iron parapet in a stone 
yard at Gateshead, blown over St. Mary's church. 

These facts show that the projectiles came from the same 
quarter, and from the situation of the focus or centre of ex- 
plosion. Yours, 

October 28, 1854. Alfred S. Tatlok, M.D. 

Mr. Schorey, the Coroner added, had found the work- 
man who superintended the building of the warehouse 
in Hillgate, and they would now hear what he had* t« 
say. 

Adam Jackson, the person alluded to, was called. 
He spoke to his having superintended the building of 
the premises in 1839 and 1840 ; but notliing that he 
said threw any light on the subject. 

P.O. John Ewart, Newcastle, (recalled.) deposed : — 
Sawthefire in Hillgate before anyone told him of it, and 
gave information to a Oateshead policeman, who went 
off for Mr. Schorey. No policeman was with him when 
he knocked at the foctory door. A Gateshead police- 
man arrived just before Mr. Schorey. The door was 
then broken open. Saw no gas burning in the build- 
ing. The fire was burning fiercely in the highest flat 
but one. There was no fire in the two lower flats. 
Two gentlemen came forward after t^e young man 
liad got his clothes on, and recommended him to save 
the books. 

The Coroner here observed, that it had been sug- 
gested to him to further adjourn the inquiry, inasmuch 
as, on the removal of the whole of tne ruins of the 
warehouse, additional evidence might turn up. He. 
however, nad no power to order its removal, and 
knew not when it would be whoUy efifected. If they 
adjourned, therefore, it must be nnedie^ and he must 
summon the jury for a friture day. I^ in the 
interval, he or an^ of the jury should &11 ill or should 
die, then the inquiry must begin de novo— the inquest 
must be held over again. It was for the jury, who 
had paid exemplanr attention to the evidence, to say 
whether they would defer, or at once conclude, the 
inquiry. He was himself quite prepared to bring it to 
a close, but was in the hands of the jmy. 

The jury consulted, and decided that the investiga- 
tion should dose without further adjournment. 

Mr. ChrisUan Borries. of Walker-terrace, whom 
some of the jury wished to have examined as to the 
presence of flame at the time of the explosion, 
stated that he was lying in bed on the morning of the 
fire, when suddenly there was a bright lignt. It 
filled the room as though it were on fire. He had 
hardly time to jump out of bed before there was a loud 
explosion. Believed the explosion followed the flame. 
The explosion was followed by darkness. 

Mr. William Hall, town-surveyor, being recalled, 
deposed : — The bottom of the crater formed by the 
explosion, as he had now ascertained, was scooped out 
four feet below the level of the lowest floor of the 
warehouse. Had caused men to make excavations to 
ascertain if there was any lower vault. They had got 
six feet below the bottom of the crater. The earth 
had been sensibly shaken by the explosion to that 
depth. Detected no lower vault. Sulphur in a fused 
state, and stones which seemed to have formed part of 
the building, were found six feet below the bottom 
of the crater, and ten feet below the level of the 
floor. Saw no symptoms of there having been a 
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wdU wfa«re the Bnl]^hnr toid stones Were fbund. So 
&r as he could yet jud^e it was maiden earth. 

Mr. Qeorge Hawks, Borough Magistrate, who had 
written a letter to the Coroner, as already stated, now 
deposed that its contents were correct, and that the 
evidence of the cnstom-honse officer, so &r as he and 
his partiien vmn eonoam e d^ was untrue. We give 
the letter :— 

Oateshelid Ironworks, Gateiihead-iipon-Tyne, 
October SO, 1854. 

Dbar 8iii,--I will feel obliged to yon to cause this letter 
to be read to the jury, and will feel obliged by the newe* 
paper reporters inserting the same. 

Beferring to the evidence |^yen bar James Taylor, costom 
house officer, he says: —<• The h^t tfane be saw powder 
taken oat of the bond waiehoose— viz. , t kegs of gunpowder 
fi8n«. eaoh-^was on the Queen's birthday, 1863—1 believe 
by Hawks's workmen, who said it was to flre a sahite." 
He goes On to ttiy : — "The same ooeuired in 1847, on 
Ascension Bay and Waterloo Day." He also adds that 
Richardson told him he always fired the salutes at Hawka's, 
and that "he often told him that they always got the 
powder at Bertram's warehouse for firing sahites.*' 

IVOW the plain truth is, that we fired no salute at the 
woxfes or ottier plaee on the QIleen^B birthday, 1853 ; nor 
was any powder supplied to us at that thne. Again :— We 
hare never fired salutes either on the Queen's birthdays or 
Waterloo Days. We have fired salutes on Ascension Days 
and trinity Mondays. The necessary powder has always 
been suppned to us by licensed dealen in powder, Messrs. 
J. Greene & Sens; and we have not the sHghtest reason to 
suppose it came from any place but their own immediate 
iiore. Toofs respectfully, 

J. Ififaies FaveU, BSq., Coroner. O. Rxwkb, 

Mr. Benjamin James Thomneon deposed that he 
wns «a airent with Messrs. AUhusen & Oo., Gates- 
head. Fint saw the fire between 16 «nd 20 minutes 
tttst 12 from 0^^ Bridge, it was on the morn- 
ing of the 6di of October hist. Saw what appeared to 
he a fire In tire window of one of the «pper toors of 
Messrs. Wilson^s wonted &otory in Hillgate. Called 
to n pdioenum whom he had passed on the Sandhill, 
and toti him to go lor the fire engmes. Ban over to 
Oattehead. At the loot of Bottle^hank saw two 
policemen a few paces np. CaR^ to them to go and 
infonn Mr. Schoregr. Then van down to HUl^aite to 
the mill. A persmi, whom he beiieved to be Messrs. 
Davidson*^ stoker) had just given the ahrm. That 
very moment the door of the mill was opened by a 
penon in his sinrt and tronsers. Saw no policeman 
there. (Here « letter firom I^fessor Taylor was placed 
in theliands of the Coroner, iidio said he would read 
it 4o the j«ry afterwards.) Mr. Thompson conti- 
nued i-^Passed into Uie mill, and said the place was 
en fire. Believed the person he addressed was yomi^ 
Mr. Wflson* Advised him to save his master's books 
1Midpap0m. There WHS no poticeman in the place. 
About three miniates atfter -witness entered the mill, 
*saw a tall policeman in the idace. Sawhimon coming 
down from tlie upper port of tlie^mll. On first going 
np, passed thrdugn a room contsdning machinery. It 
was perfectly lighted up ---with ^ Should call it 
the low«r room but oiie<of %ke mOl. Went up to the 
Toom above. Tiiere were several spindles tnere in 
fittmes, hut saw no pbrtion of the room on fire. Called 
down stadn for assisttmce ; for it struck him that, 
ifvhh mifficient force, they tnight liit the burning 
^indHeslramthe fi«mes^ and throw them from the 
window. No aSBistanoe eame. A person who had 
acoompfl.nied him — ^(Mr. Andrew Stuart, cashier at 
Messrs. Allhusen's)— ^sailed iipon him vociferously to 
come down, thinking there was danger. The fire 



burnt veiy rapidly amongst the spindles. Conld not 
say if there was Ras lighted in the room that was on 
fire. Thought there was ; because, in going over the 
bridge, he had seen a red glow, such as worsted 
made when burning, in one single window only: 
and thought this would have visibly reflected 
through the other windows, unless the gas had been 
lighted. Saw nothing in the room that was likely to 
have produced the fire. Had the gas been out, 
he could not conceive how the fire had originated. If 
the gas had not been put out, a loose end of worsted 
might have caught fire ; or some flocculent matter 
from the ceiling might have &llen down on the flame. 
Ran down stairs, and found several people in the lower 
room, including a policenum. The gas was still burn- 
ing — more lights than one. It was a bright moon- 
light night, or he mi^^ht have seen from the bridge if 
the mill was llghtea by gas. Saw no waste lying 
about the mill. There was nothing burning on the 
floor — ^nothing burning but the worsted on the spindles. 
There was no gas burning on the ground-floor. 

The Coroner now re^ the following letter, Ad- 
dressed to the Superintendent ot the River PoKee ^— 
Onemical Laboratory, Oay*B Hospital, 
October 31. 1854. 

fira,— I write to InJbnn you that I taoaght wiA me to 
London the lomp of Uaek slac which Mr. Wesley eaid he 
picked up near the crater of the explesioii. He deUvered 
it to me on Sunday evening, and I have this day made an 
analysis of it. The result is, that it ceitalnly has not been 
derived fh>m the combustion ot ganpowder. It consista 
certainly of a chemical compound called sulphuret of ln>n 
united to sulphate of sodium. Then Is no polaSh ttit in it, 
and H is quite certain that it lias never been derived from 
bomlng gunpewdsr ; nor is there the slightest iadioalion 
that gunpowder, bumt or unbumt, has ever been in con- 
tact with it It being blciok in appearance might naturally 
create suspidoD ; but there is no charcoal In It Its Uaek- 
ness is owing to the presence of Iron. 

I think you should gfve tUe Inionnstion to Wt, Vsi^ll 
and Mr. Btolrar, the eoronflrs, as it might %e of IsaportaBce 
to them to teow She rwsttU of ihis Anther aaaiyato fortheir 
faaqueSIs on Wednesday and Thursday. 

It has been derived from the copperas placed above the 
vault melting and burning with the sulphur and nitrate of 
soda. Tours taithftaiy, 

Mr. topheufi. ALTRia^ 8. Tatiok. 

Mr. John Bewick, recalled, •deposed l^at titere was 
no old well, BO fo as he knew, under ihe waveiiooBe. 

Mr. John Wilson (recalled) deposed that he oould 
not say who called him upon the monring -of the fire. 
When he opened the door there was aisoUcemaRi Ihere, 
and also, he belierved, one or two persons more. 1%ey 
had rapped at* the door. Was in his shilt ^^ no 
tronsers. Went to bed at half-post 10 at ne&vsr 11. 
In the rootn where the fire hrofke out there was a «as- 
bumer^nging between Iftie frames ail along. The 
gas-Kghte could be moved about by a joint. Tlie tas 
was not lighted after the fire. Could not say li«w the 
gas got lighted when he turned it off at themeter. On 
the night before the fire t(he men would all be away 
about 8 o'clock. There were two men in €he ^wer 
room but one at B. Could not say that he put the gas 
out in that room himself ; but was in that room at 
half-past 10, and ihere was no sas lighted then. Was 
not in the room in which the nre Iwoke out, hot saw 
into It at half-past Saw no gas lighted in any <room 
before the fire, or nfter it commence. Was out «f the 
mill firom 8 till after 10. Everybody had left the mill 
before he went out at 8. No housekeeper Hved on the 
premises. There was a fire in witness's room, which 
was both bedroom and sitting-room, and supposed he 
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lighted his candle there. None of the gae lights in 
the room where the fire hroke out could have come in 
contact with the spindles. The gas meter was in the 
floor helow. Could form no idea how the gas couid 

Cget lighted. Flocculent matter accumulated on the 
' ted floor in one part of the room which took fire, 
not over a gas light. There was no man working 
in the room in which the fire took place, but one in 
room above, on the night before the fire, up to 8 
o'clock% 

Some remarks were made on the conflict between 
Mr. Wilson's former and present evidence, and a 
desire was expressed to have the stoker called. He 
was therefore sent for ; and, while waiting for him, 
the Coroner read a paper by Professor Taylor, forming 
in substance part ot the document printed elsewhere. 

During the day, allusion was made to a letter from 
Faraday ; but the Coroner could not receive it, the 
Doctor not being (like Professor Taylor) a sworn wit- 
ness. 

Jameb Morrison, the stoker, now came, and gave 
evidence as to the discovery of the fire, and to his 
raising an alarm. He spoke of the door of the £BM^ry 
having been ** smashed in," but said he did not see 
this done— he only supposed the fiict There were 
several persons about, including three or four Gates- 
head poficemen, and thev all rushed in. The fire was 
burning tight through the mill, up above. Saw no 
gas burning, and thought, if there had been any^ he 
must have observed it at the windows. The light 
of the fire was shining down through the trap-holes 
of the floor to the lower part ot the mill. Yfnea he 
first saw Mr. Wilson's son he was in his shirt. 

The Coroner proceeded to sum up the evidence, 
which he did with much care and fidelitv. He 
referred to the great lengUi of the inquiry, and to the 
attention which had been given to it by the jury. 
Much of the evidence which they liad heard was 
valid — much was worthless-^and not a little of it 
■was conflicting and perplexing. The ci^amity which 
had called for the inqutry was one of the most awful 
that had ever occurred in this or perhaps any other 
locality. He was not aware that In the Norfolk 
catastrophe the destruction of life and property was 
so extensive. The jury had been assisted in the 
ioniuiry by the evidence ti men of great professional 
science. Failing proof of gmipowder as the cause of 
the explomon, Mr. Pattinson and Professor Tayfor 
had deposed to other theories; and he nraat 8a> that 
the Corporation of Gatesliead had done everything 
.in their power to further the inquiry. They had 
spared neither labour nor esnense, but takan a course 
which was highly creditable to them as a public 
body; «nd most ably and zealously had Mr. Hall 
carried out his duties as their officer. Mt. Sohorey, 
too, deserved the highest praise. Nobody, not fdly 
acquainted with the circumstances, could properly 
•appreciate the conduct of that officer throughout the 
inquiry. H« had acted with great sagacity and un- 
tinng vigilanoe; and he onfy regietted that his 
services must be so inadec^uatelyrewarded. Now, as 
to the cause of liie explosion. The agent which first 
and most naturally suggested itself was gunpowder. 
If that were set aside, then the thories of Mr. Pattin- 
son and Dr. Taylor came in. These difiered from 
«aoh other ; and the jury were not bound to adopt 
either the one or the ether of them. They could do 
so or not as they chose. He was quite sure, from 



what he had witoAMed ot th«ir mtelU^fence ana 
acuteness^&r they had examined the witnesses as 
though they had been a jury of lawyers)— tii£y would 
come to a conclusion consistent with judgment and 
diBcretion. If it should be proved that gunpowder 
existed on the premises in illegal qnaotitv-<-iS001hi^ 
being the maxioMun weight that could 00 kept o^ 
the ptemiaesof a licensed dealer, and SOlbs. on the 
imemisei of. any other person) — then the offienoe 
committed amaiuited to felony, and he would he 
obliged to eomniit tiie oftsnder to gaol. But if 
gunpowder were not the cause of the explosioo-*- 
if it had its origui in thesulphur and nitrate of soda-i- 
then no oflence had been couunitted, for there was at 
present no law whi^ zi^:ulated the wfnebousing of 
thefle sitlwtancea, and bo wafimn was entertiwea of 
danger fkom thetr presenoe on the premises. The 
Coroner new weat into tha aFideuce, aiialy;»n|: it with 
great patMsee, and giving a cImt recapituJlaUou of ^l 
the main droumataaees of the fire and e^t^ploeiou. 
He pointed out the dwesepajMies and coutradictions 
in the depoaiiions, and showed how worthless and 
unreiid^ was the testinMNiy as to gunpowder; while, 
on the contrary, them had been a iConsidexaJble ajuount 
of positive evidenee to pnyve that there was no ^m- 
powder whatever on the pzenxisefu They bad toeu 
the Tahiable aasiataiKae of Pmfmor Taylor, sent dowa 
in accordaoiee with Lord Palmecstou'^ prompt ae- 
quieeoence in the wish of the jury ; md * moce 
eminent or eempeient mask they eould not have had. 
Professor Taylor iiad confirmed the positive pivoof as 
to the absenee «f gunpowder, by scientifically demon- 
strating the sanae iaot He bad clearly proved that 
there ooiild net poasiUy JUave been gunpowder present 
at the explonoo, there not being the a^ghtest tiaee of 
it in the crarf^r or the mine. The gunpowder bei^g 
disposed of, then avase tiie qjoestion what else was the 
cause of the cxpLoBieai ; and here there was a difierenee 
of opinion betwAon Mt. Pattinson and Professor 
Taylor ; and neither of their theories was free from 
difficnlty. Hie Coroner stated the difficfdties which 
beset the two eolutioDS, and siwgQsted to the jurv the 
pnmriel^ of aiefraining from a dtacibion between them, 
and iemng this office to flcientific men. who would no 
doubt everywhere investigate the subject. If the 
jury were satisfied that ti^e sulphur and nitrate of 
soda wero conoemed m ihe esfJoaion, it was q«ite 
enough that they should sayao, without deciding how. 
tHiehr verdict to that effect would he Ibllowed, with- 
out doubt, by some legislative regulation as to the 
storing of these substances. The Coroner, In dismiss- 
ing the jury to the consideration of tiieir verdict, 
submitted to them the questions wliich he thought 
they ought io eettle, and said, he was ^Luite 8ui» tney 
would not begrudge tbe time which <t£ey had jriven 
to this inquiry ; for althovgh they oonld not xeeal the 
dead to life nor restore the property whioh had been 
destroyed, their patient labours miriit prevent the 
recurrettce of so sad' a calamity, and the Joss of life 
and profwrty by the sawe'deeUuctivie lueaoa. 

The jury weie albsent ^wo ihoMS figiA » half; and, 
on theur retimi, the Fovenaan^lelisieMd their TSiidiet ; 
which (siter a verbal altenrt&tm or two anggested hy 
the Coroner) stood thus : — 

'^ We are of opinion that Ihe death of Thomas Soott 
and others was occasioned by the accidental ex^lodon 
of a quuitity of nitrate of soda jand sulphur coutained 
in a warehouse in EiUgate « coniiMwly knawn as 
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Beriram'B wsrehonse. The immediate cause of the 
explosion was a fire (the origin of which, owing to 
conflicting evidence, we have not heen able to dis- 
cover, alwongh there would appear to have been a 
want of caution displaved,) wnich broke out in the 
adjacent worsted mul belonging to Messrs. Wilson, 
and communicated to the warehouse alluded to ; but 
in what way the two substances, nitrate of soda and 
sulphur, which in our opinion caused the explosion, 
acted or reacted, chemically or mechanically, we are 
unable to decide. At the same time, we think it our 
duty earnestly to recommend the proper authorities 
to prevent, by every means in their power, such 
substances as sulphur and any nitrates, which, under 
certain conditions, we consider to be of the most 
dangerous and destructive character, from being 
stored or deposited near to each other. We are fully 
satisfied that there is a complete want of evidence of 
the presence of gunpowder m the warehouse which 
exjj^oded. " John Sowebbt, Foreman.*' 

The Coroner said, the inquiry was now closed, and 
he wished to make one remark before they separated. 
In his chaige to the jury, he had made no mention of 
one gentleman to whom they must all feel indebted 
for his services, and he had done so purposely. He 
alluded to Cbpt. Du Cane, who, at the request of the 
Corporation, nad been deputed to watch the proceed- 
ings on the part of Her Miuesty's Qovemment. Now 
that the court was closed, he folt himself at liberty to 
say, that instead of regarding tiie presence of Capt. 
Du Cane as an intrusion, he felt glad to see liim there ; 
and he was sure the jiur must have psrticipated in 
that sentiment, and would concur with him in saying 
how much his assistance had been appreciated. 

The Foreman expressed his cordial concurrence in 
this expression of gratitude to Capt. Du Cane. 

Capt. Du Cwe returned thanks to the Coroner and 
jury, and conffratulated them on the successful issue 
to which they had brought the investigation. 

At the Newcastie Inquest, which was held on Wed- 
nesday, Nov. I, and where the evidence was necessa- 
rily very similar to that adduced in Qateshead, the 
Coroner read two reports which he had received from 
Professor Taylor, as follows :— 
No. I. 
Raport of AfuUyrit of a Powder received from Mr, Stoker, 
October 27, 1854. 

The chemical analysis of this powder was perfbrmed in 
the presence of Capt. Du Gane and Capt Oooke. 

It was of a snuff-brown colour, and when pressed a n 
handled it had the smell of recently burnt gunpowder :— 
i,e., there was a slightly offenslye smell of sulphuretted 
hydrogen gas. It weighed 86 grains. 

It was partially dissolved by water, and the solution had 
an alkaline reaction. There was a strong smell of sulphu- 
retted hydrogen ; and by applying the usual test (a salt of 
lead) it was found to contain a soluble alkaline sulphuret. 
Hydroehlorio aeid dissolved the greater part of the powder, 
and gave a yellowish white precipitate of sulphur. The add 
solution, when tested, gave traces of the oxide of bon. 

Ten grains of the powder were submitted to a red heat in 
platina. There was a strong smell of etUphur evolved, and 
a portion of the sulphur burnt with a bluish flame, giving 
off the usual odour of burning sulphur. The residuary pow- 
der was blackened, probably owing to the formation of some 
sulphuret of iron. The quantity lost by heat as volatile 
matter, chiefly sulphur, amounted to about ten per cent by 
weight 

The black residue was boiled in water, filtered, and eva- 
porated to dryness. It crystallized in long prisms, which. 



when submitted to heat, readily melted In their water of 
cryetallization. These facts rendered it probable that the 
salt thus obtained was stUphate of soda. 

The tests for soda and sulphuric acid were now applied, 
and there were found to be the constituents of this alkaline 
salt 

The saline liquid was carefiilly tested for poUuh by the 
most delicate teste, but there was not a trace of any salt of 
potash present During the process of boiling and evapo- 
ration, the smell of sulphuretted hydrogen was given off, 
the sulphuret entirely disappeared, and the salt was con- 
verted to a pure sulphate. 

On applying the lead test there was no action on the lead, • 
showing that the conversion fTom sulphuret to sulphate had 
been complete. 

A portion was separately crystallized on a glass plate, and 
examined by a lens. No other crystals could be perceived 
than the fine prismatic crystals otsulphaU of soda. 

From the result of one quantitative experiment, the sul- 
phate of soda was found to weigh six grains as extracted 
from ten grains of the powder. 

CONCLUSION. 

The results of the analysis of this powder show that it 
consists of sulphur, sulphuret of sodium, sulphate of soda, 
and some oxide of iron — ^an undissolved impurity. 

Is it the residue of the combustion of gunpowder t 

Assuredly not The residue of the combustion of gun- 
powder is sulphuret of potassium and charcoal — the sul- 
phuret of potassium possessing the same odour as sulphuret 
of sodium, and being, like it, convertible to sulphate by 
boiling. 

This was proved by a parallel analysis of the residue of 
burnt gunpowder, in the presence of Oapt Du Cane and 
Oapt Cooke. 

The suspected powder contained no potash salt and no 
charcoal (always found in the residue of gunpowder), and 
it contained a large quantity of free sulphur, which is never 
found in the residue of burnt gunpowder. 

Alfred S. Taylor, HD., F.B.S. 

Newcastle, October 27, 1854. 

No. II. 

Report on the Cause of the Explosion^ 

FOK OUNPOWDEB. 

The effects produced— suddenness, violence, and extent 
of the explosion— apparently no other cause in the first in- 
stance to account for it. 

AGAINST aUNPOWDEB. 

1. No direct evidence of its presence in the warehouse. 

2. No hodp of fiame seen at the inetamt of explosion .*— 
only before and afterwards. 

All was instantaneous darkness at the moment of explo- 
sion. (Evidence of Schorey— statements of Sergeant Sloan, 
Corporal Lawson, 26th Regiment, and others.) 

With gunpowder (say seven or eighl tons) there would have 
been a vast volume of flame simultaneously with the explo- 
sion, appearing to those who (like Schorey) were in the hn- 
mediate reach of It 

3. No traces of hunUng by gunpowder on the bodies or 
dresses of the dead. 

The burning on the dress of Scott was in patches, and 
certainly owing to drops of burning sulphur. There was mo 
burning or scorching by gu/npowder of the drees. 

The special marks of blackening of the face by gum/powder 
were entirely wanting. Faces were blackened (Sctiorey), 
but evidently by soot or the charooal of ammoniacal ma- 
nure, of which there were some tons on the premises. 

When the blackening of the face is well marked (as in 
Schorey's case), and it has really been caused Xxj gu/npowder^ 
then grains of ppwder^ or of nnbumt charooal, would be 
driven iiUo and imbedded in the skin of the faces of all who 
were within reach. 

Some of the bodies were undoubtedly burnt, but not by 
gunpowder, as Ikr as the evidence appears. Burning sul- 
phur and ordinary flame, or the scorching eflbct of a laige 
fire trow combustibles, will bum the bodies of those who 
are exposed to them. 
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4. Then were no traeea of ffunpowUr, consamed or un- 
oonsumed, in any pMt of the premiees, in so flur as they 
have been yet examined. 

There was neither ndkrUe nor sulphaie of potash in store 
in any part of the premises at the time of the oonflagration. 

Nitrate of potaA represents wUmnU powder. Sulphate 
of potash and nUphwret of poUutkm represent the oonsti- 
tnents of exploded gunpowder :— always, howeyer, in both 
cases, mixed with charcoal. 

Manp aub8tance» have been analysed, but no traoes of 
any of the eaUs ofpotath fbund in any part 

The water in the crater contained none. Assuming that 
ei^t tons of gunpowder caused this Immense destruction, 
then this would have been equal to six tons of nitrate of 
potash, representing by combustion more than three tons 
of snlphuret of potassium, or four tons of nlphate of potash. 
A great pait of the former produces a wldte smolie during 
explosion, and much of this is deposited as a greyish white 
or blackish efBoreeoenoe on all solids within reach of the 
explosion. The bricks (probably many thousands) have 
been well wsshed by rain and the water of fire-engines. 
These washings have drained into the lowest part oi the 
crater. Tet, of the fomr tone of this substance derived from 
the combustion of eight tons of powder, not a particle could 
be fbund on analysis in this water. There was an abun- 
dance of 9oda, bot no potash, 

TO put this matter still stronger :~On the assumption that 
eight tons of gunpowder were there to cause the explosion, 
there would have been formed nearly 9,000 lbs. of a salt of 
which none is found In the washings of the premises — not 
even the tenth part of a grain in elsht ounces of the water. 

Schorey can state how, when, and under what drcum- 
stanoes he collected this water. 

5. The explosion, flrom whatever cause, must have taken 
place In the vault— VbiB being the crater, focus, or centre of 
explosion. 

Of this there can be no doubt whatever. The arrange- 
ment of the ruins proves It beyond question. 

Hie water ef the crater (the vault) has been analyzed, 
and contains no potash of salts, (the indication of burnt gun- 
powder). It is surrounded by large blocks of sulphur, some 
of which has undergone fkision. This sulphur in the vault 
must have been in a melted state before the gunpowder was 
fired, because sulphur melts easily at 230 deg Fahrenheit, 
and I have determined by experiment that gunpowder is 
not exploded under a temperature of 625 deg. Fahrenheit 
(The melting point of sulphur, as above stated, I have also 
had occasion to determine by actual experiment) 

The fiiets being so, the eight tons of gunpowder, or what- 
ever the quantity, must have been discharged In the midst 
of the melted sulphur, so that the cdoud of ehareoal toad sul- 
phturet of potassinm would have to traTerse the melted 
sulphur, and some of it could not ftdl to be locked up in or 
combined with it, owing to the highly viscid nature of melted 
sulphur. 

An analysis shows that there is not an atom of charcoal 
in the Aised sulphur of the crater, nor any snlphuret of 
potassium or sulphate of potash. Eight tons of gunpowder 
wouki contain one ton of charcoal or 2,240 lbs. If the eight 
tons exploded in this vault near the melted sulphur, is It to 
be supposed that no traoes of tills vast quantity of charcoal 
would be apparent in the sulphur t The sulphur would not 
destroy or alter the chemical nature of charcoal. 

Every atom of the 2,240 lbs. of charcoal, as wdl as of the 
9,000 lbs. of sulphate of potash, has been proved to be absent 
from about the centre or focus of explosion. There is not 
a trace of either as a residue of gunpowder. 

The mass oX fused sulphur tnyaa the crater was taken in 
my presence by Perdval Smith, and it was analyied by me 
in the presence of Oaptalns Du Cttne and Oooke. It con- 
tained salts of soda^ but none of potash — no chaiooal nor 
anything to indicate that the discharge of a large quantity 
of gunpowder had ever been in contact with or near to it. 

Its chemical composition bears out exactiy the statement 
of the witnesses that there was nothing in the vault but sul- 
phwr and nitrate of soda 

Within six yards of the crater, in the precise dfareetf on 
which the explosion took across the Tyno-^e., north—were 
lying a number of bags of nitrate ol soda, which had evl- 



dentiy been blown over by the explosion. (These were pro- 
bably part of the nitrate in the room between the vault and 
the quay.) 

Although from their position they must have been in the 
very course of the explosion, it was quite clear from their 
poeition, that the blast of eight tons of gunpowder could 
never have passed over them without scorching, singeing, 
and blackening by charcoal the hempen fibre Ihe bags 
that I saw, though on the surfiace most exposed, pre- 
sented none of the traoes of the action of powder. Beams 
of burnt wood had fidlen over them. I examined the nitrate 
of soda. There was no charcoal In it, nor any appearance 
to show that it had been within a few yards of the discharge 
of many tons of powder. I do not think it probable that 
these bags with their contents would have been found thus 
nnii^ured and unstained, and yet obviously thrown out of 
place by the explosion, had this been due to gunpowder. 

6. The snlphuret of potassium produced in the discharge 
of gunpowder has a tendency to discolour or turn brown 
white lead paint — i.e., If within reach of the doud of 
snlphuret formed from the discharge of pewder. A marine 
store shop in Hillgate has had its front blown in, but there 
Is no general tarnish or discoloration of the painted joists 
such as I should expect to find if gunpowder had been ex- 
ploded in the quantity to prodooe the eflboto of this explo- 
sion. Eight tons of gunpowder set free upwards of three 
tons of sulphuret of potassium ; and a building so near 
could, it appears to me, hardly escape givhig some indica- 
tion of the action of the snlphuret or of sulphuretted hydro- 
gen (also given out In the disdiarge of gunpowder) on the 
lead paint. 

For these reasons I do not see that the theory that th!s 
explosion took place as the result of g^powder, has any 
sdentiOe support whatever. The scientific fkets, as at pre- 
sent revealed by the examination of the ruins, are quite in- 
oonsistent with It. It becomes merely a random specula- 
tion, because the minds of many people are unable to asso- 
ciate such an amount of destruction with any other agent 
than gunpowder. 

If matters of this momentous kind are to be settled by a 
mere guess or coDJecture— and the non-dlaoovery of any 
traces of burnt gunpowder, when such a vast quantity must 
have been used as in this instance, is to be treated as an 
unimportant element in the consideration of a cause— then 
it is quite uselees to enter into any discussion of the sub- 
ject Any explosion may then be assigned to gua cotton, 
gunpowder, steam, or gas. The eflRsct of this mode of deal- 
ug with sdentiflc foots, will be to render property and lifo 
more insecure in large commercial towns than ever. How 
can the Government be reasonably advised to prohibit the 
storage of such materials as nitre and bulphur In close con- 
tact and under strong walls — (In foct, in mines) —if the 
public voice should pronounce arbitrarily, as in this in- 
stance, that the cause of the ruin whksh has been occasioned 
was not what was found (a mixture of sulphur and nitrate 
of soda), but a substance which was not found on the pre- 
mises t If such a view be adopted, there must be a greater 
loss of lifo and a greater destruction of property before this 
error can be made apparent. 

FOB AqYTEOUS YAPOUB OB HIOH PBBSeUBB STBAX. 

In fovour of this view we may notice the terrific efRBCts— 
the rending and destmetion of all surrounding bnlldingi 
andolgects. 

AGAINBT IT. 

1. A large quantity of water, say one or two tons, must 
have been suddenly converted to steam In order to produce 
the effects observed. 

2. Hew could this have entered the vault in such a volume 
at once f How could It have accumulated to explode all at 
once In a quantity sofilcient to account for the tremendoua 
explosion t There was no boiler or vessel in the vault to 
hold these tons of water until it had reached that amount 
of pressure which would sufllce to rend the walls ascmder. 

3. At the moment of explosion, clouds of steam would 
have been visible, and some of the bodies at least, near tiie 
seat of explosion, would have presented marks of scalding. 

The flacts above mentioned show that steam was not the 
agent In this case. Although water thrown on red hot or 
white hot bodies will canae explosloo, yet this is only on a 
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The great ftrei in LoBdon, in wereboosee aad 
iMge baildinge, ahow tluU a laxKo aeeamuUtion of water, to 
be suddenly oonverted to hig^ pressure steam, is not a 
onmnon oeourrenoe. Thk theory would lead to the entire 
abolition of the use of fire engines in those cases in which 
fhey are most particnlarly required— namely, in extensive 
conflagrations of bonded wareiioiises in ooomierBial towns. 
It does not explain the AmsIb of the ease, and there is no 
reason for adopting it 

roB «ABioirB axpiiOBiov. 

1. Tbb adequate prodnetlon of a large quantity of gas 
(nitrogen and sulphurous aeid) in a strong and oompara- 
tively dosed Tault, by the combustion of the materials oon- 
talned In this Tnolt— namely, nitrate of soda and sulphur. 

S. Ti:e known law in physics, that when any gases, in- 
flammable or nninflammable, are prodnoed by chemical 
deoomposition in large quantity, hi a oomparatiTely oon- 
flned space, and under a high temperature, the reseel or 
qiaoe must sooner or h^ter burst or be rent asunder, simply 
by the mechanical power of the gas. 

8. The open doorway forms a small area compared with 
the large area of the Tault. and the top of the doorway was 
fiTo feet from the roof, iwming an enclosed space above. 
Ibe open area of the mnzxie of a gun or of a mortar Is iiar 
greater than this in proportion to the area of the interior. 

4. The sulphur will bum at the expense of the oxygen of 
the nitre ; and in proportion to the amount of oxygen or 
nitre commanded by the sulphur, so will be the intensity of 
the heat. 96 poonds of nitrate of soda would be equi^a- 
lent to 2,400 cubic feet of air in burning with sulphur. 
Hence air would not be necessary to this mode of com- 



5. Assuming that about two tons of this material are hi a 
state of actlTo combustion, so much ot the two gases might 
be suddenly extrioated that the chamber and all above and 
around it would be blown to pieces before the gases could 
find a suiAoient escape by the doors. If by any accident 
during the conflagration the space of the doorway became 
obstructed, partially or wholly, this would at once convert 
the chamber into a vast shell, which would burst and carry 
all belore it at its weakest point— namely, on the side to- 
wards the river. Hie melted sulphur and nitre would be 
projected with it, and adhere to the bodies forced away by 
the explosion. 

6. Oonftrmatorj of this view I found that the powder 
scraped &om a large mass of stone which had been blown 
across the Tyne (the powder havhig been giren to me for 
this purpose by Hr. Stoker) oonslsted of sulphur, sulphuret 
of sodium, and sulphate of soda— the materials derived from 
the oombostion of nitrate of soda and sulphur in the vault. 

An iron kerb post, weighing three cwt or more, blown 
into a stono-mason's yard at Qateshead (shown to me by 
Mr. Sohorey), had on it a powder which I examined, and 
found to consist of similar constltnentB—solphur and sul- 
phate of soda. 

On the gunpowder theory, this appears inexplicable, 
unless we suppose that all traces of the burnt powder had 
been carefolly washed off. On the theory above given, 
these deposits on the stone and iron are accounted for, 
and, by undisputed drenmstantlal evidence, they show 
that at any rate the burning and fosed materials oi the 
vault or chamber had been forced against these mssnee, 
flying 400 or 500 yards in predaely opposite direotkuia. 
How did it happen, if gunpowder were really the force 
which projected them, that some traces of chareoal, or sul- 
phuret of potassium, or sulphate of potash, were not found 
in the sulphur material on the stone or the iron kerb post 9 

7. This kind of explosion Is unattended with flame or 
steam. The gases do not bum (nitrogen and sulphurous 
add). They are not at all combust.ble. They would not 
(like exploded sonpowder) blacken, scorch, or singe bags 
of nitrate of sooa over which they passed. They and the 
dothes of persons would only be burnt by masses of ignited 
solphur, thrown out by the gases, felling upon them. 

There would be no such volume of flame in the explodon 
of these gases as In the burning of gunpowder. All would 
be at the instant darkness ; and there would be the choking, 
stifling sensation of sulphurous add. (According to the 
statement of Schorey and others* auch tras the fecL) 



& HowdidttM sulphur become Ignltedf It should be 
known most distinotly and deariy fliat sulphnr will melt 
and take fire without the immediate contact of flame, or of 
any inoandeseentcr ignited body. Hot air alone will cause 
it to uMlt in flame and bum. It rndts at 830 deg.--i.«., 
only 18 deg. of lUirenhdt above the bolUng potait of water ; 
and I have found it to ignite between 347 deg. and 400 
deg.— certainly under 460 deg; It wiU Ignite at a tem- 
perature at which gunpowder will not explode. This I 
have found to be by direct experiment 526 deg., and rather 
above than below that pdnt ; eo that those who imagine 
that gunpowder was stored in this vault have a greater 
heat to convey to the vaidt than Is necessary for the 
Ignition of solphur. 

My belief is, that a temperatare of 600 deg. soon spread 
over the whole of the building, induding the basement 
chambers. The diflhsion of heat by gases is enormously 
rapid. There was a ton and a half of coal oil or naphtha In 
the flat above the vault, which, by buming, must have 
diflhsed a large amount of heat throu^ the whole building, 
quite enough to ignite sulphur. From the worsted feotory 
wall, if the bridu became heated, the heat would be con- 
reyed to the ahr In a narrow passage described to run out 
and open by a free space near the mouth of the vault. 
This air mi^t soon become hot enough to ignite snlphur 
without the necessity of any burning ember or flame reach- 
ing it, or without the wooden rod of the vanlt being burnt 
throush. 

0. Many of the artldes in the basement escaped burning, 
and much of the lead escaped melting. The buming of 
bodies depends on the presence of oxygen in the air. 
Sulphur, when once ignited, soon removes the whole of this 
oxygen, so that no combust on oan go on ; and it would 
itself soon cease to bum, unless it were in oontact with a 
substance like nitrate of soda, which can supply to it an 
abundance of oxygen and thus feed its combustion. 

I have found that snlphurocu add, even when It forms 
only 33 per cent, of air, extinguishes a lighted candle, a 
lifted stick, and all bodies that are Undled or Ui the act of 
buming. In the concentrated state, nothing can keep 
ignited or lighted within this vapour for one nngle instant. 
Thus the thick wooden roof of the vanlt might ignite from 
above, but it could not be ignited fhnn bdow, because the 
upper part of the vault would be quite filled with the 
vapour of sulphurous add, and there would be no air in 
the chamber to sustain the combustion of a dngle spark in 
the timber. This would explain the non-ignition and 
absence of buming in the ba^ of nitrate of soda outdde 
the ohamber, which did not happen to be in contact with 
ignited sulphur. 

It is my belief, judging tnm all the tacts as they at pre- 
sent appear in this remarluUirie ease, that the buming of the 
solphur and nitre in the chamber might attain the vigour 
neceasary to lead to explosion before all the sulphur out- 
side the chamber was melted — before all the bags outside 
the chamber were burnt, or the nitrate of soda within them 
melted— or before all the pigs of lead were melted, and 
before the roof of the ohamber was burnt or had given way. 
If the flat above feU upon the roof of the vault immediately 
befbre the explodon, this would add to the superincumbent 
weight, increase the ex lodve force of the gas within, and 
lead to a greater amount of destruction than would o«ber> 
wise have occurred. 

This is the only theory upon which, as fects at present 
stand, I can account for this exploeion. Onnpowder does 
not account for it, unless we throw aside all experienoe 
concerning the chemical action of this body. Steam cannot 
account fw it Lastly, upon the only theory reoondleable 
with the evidence of what is prored to have been in the 
Tault, and to have been carried by projectiles across the 
Tyne, and to a great distance In Gateshead, had there 
been substances In thhi vault not ignitahle, or which could 
not form gases, there would have been reason for lookhig 
to some other fbroe, such as gunpowder, steam, or volcanic 
agency for a canse. Alpkbd a Tatlob, M.D, F.Ita 

Newcastie. October 30, 1864. 

The Newcastle inquest was a^joumed to Monday, 
the 13th NoYember. 
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THE KOYSMBSR ELfiCtlOira. 

Thb elections of 1864 have not paned over without 
a little whoieeome excitement. In many of the wards 
the buigesMs have been proToked by competing can- 
didates to the msrciae of their snfhages, and re* 
minded of the duties a&d responsibilities of local self* 
government 

NtweasUe, with its eight wards, had no more con* 
tests than Gateshead with three. Messrs. John 
Bayne and Joseph Layoook were reelected without a . 
contest in the Waid of St. Nicholas; Messrs. John 
Our and Henir Angus in St. John's ; Messrs. John 
Ormston and Anthony Parker in West All Saints' ; 
Messrs. Bdward Ball and John Gibson in North St. 
Andrew's ; Mr. George Forster in Westitte ; and Mr. 
Thomas Ridley in Jeemond. In South Su Andrew's, 
Mr. A. Q. Gray resigning, Dr« Robinson and Mr. John 
Spoor came forward for the vacancy— Mr. R. S, Stan* 
ley standing for reSledJon. The nnmben were :-^ 

0r. Robinson 368 

Mr. Spoor 888 

Mr. R. 8. Stanley 2S8 

East All Saints' also had a contest. Mr. WUliam 
Newton, one of the retiring Councillors, stood a^in ; 
and Mr. George Bradley and Mr. Charles Smith, iun., 
offered themselves for the seat of Mr. Robert Liadell, 
who did not wish to be reelected. At the close of the 
poll, the result was as follows : — 

Mr. William Newton 788 

Mr. Charles Smith 683 

Mr. George Bradlev 898 

There was warm worK in the Newcastle contests, 
more particnlarli in the ward of East All Saints' ; 
and, " to make the gruel thick and slab," some news- 
paper q^uarrels, unpleasant enough in print, were im- 
ported mto the battle of the buigesses, and acted any- 
thing but as oil to the troubled waters. 

In Oateshead, the West ward reSlected Mr. Bryan 
John Prockter. and returned Mr. George Crawshay in 
the place of Mr. Cornelius Garbutt. There was a 
contest in the South ward. The retiring candi- 
dates were Messrs. B. W. Hodgson and Edmond 
Ciawshiiy* Mr. Hodgson having announced his inten- 
tion not to stand again, Mr. Thomas Welford ofiered 
himself for the vacancy. Subsequentlv, however, Mr. 
Hodgson was induced, bv an irresistible requisition, to 
accept of reSlection ; and a fourth candidate came into 
the field in the perBon of Mr. George Miller, of Hills- 
streeti who stood in the same interest as Mr. Ding- 
wall in the East ward. The result was as under :— 

Mr. R. W. Hodgson 229 

Mr. ThoBMs Welftird 19S 

Mr. Bdmond OiawBhagr 91 

Mr* George MiUer 88 

There was a contest in the East ward, where Mr. 
James Hewitt was a candidate lor a renewal of his 
trast« and Mr* Dingwall and Mr. Aspdin were 
candidates for the seat of Mr. John Vickerti. The 
oooiest was more sectional than polhical-'-Hme of elasa 
more than of party. On the momiiig oi the electioB) 
simultaneously with the opening of the poll, aa ad- 
dress to the bufgesses of the Bast ward suddenly pra- 
sented itself on the walls, asserting that " Mr. Aspdin 
having been pronounced ineligible to sit as a Coim* 
eillor^ all votes given to that j§;«nt'eman will be thrown 
away/' Who would have tboun^t, from a perusal of 
this pkcard, that the authority which had ** pn^ 
nouaeed Mr. Aspdin ineligible^" and invalidated 
** all votes given to that gentleman," was simply that 
of Mr. Joseph Reynolds? Mr. Reynolds, berore any 



tt>tes w«re given, handed in k protest to Mr. Aldei« 
man Robson, asserting: that Mr. Aspdin had not btottk 
rated a sfufficient length of time to make him eli jdbld ; 
and then, out came the ready-printed handbul, to 
turn the tide of votes in Mr. Dingwi^U*is diredlon 1 
The clever move fitiled of its object-^he p6ll dosftig 
as follows i-^ 

Mr. James Hewitt Vft 

Mr. William Aspdhi 8io 

Mr. Wllltam DitMaU 186 

Mr. Reynolds, before the result was dedal^d hy 
Alderman Robson^ requested that the bMytest might 
be enrolled in the arohires of the borougL Mr» Koh- 
son said it would be handed over to £e Town Clttrk 
with the voting papers. 

The numbers having b^n stated, and Mestrs. 
Hewitt and Aspdin dec&red duly elected^ the worthy 
Alderman oOng^tulated the electors on the good order 
and good fseUng with which the battle had been 
fought. 

Mn Hewitt thatiked tiie Alderman and A s sess or s 
for the courtesy with which th^y had dischar|[ed thw 
duties, and the doctors for the confidence Which they 
had manifosted in him, and which had pidoed hm, 
in the proud position which he then occupied* Ther6 
never was a time in the history 6ft Gateshead when 
more important duties devolved on her local autho« 
rities, and he trusted that he might haVe the jnd^ 
ment to discern and discriminate the course whidi it 
was her in terest to pursue, and the courage to follow his 
honest convictions, wherever they might kad him. 
Now was the time for Gateshead to enter lipon the 
path which should oonduct her to her right positibn, 
and theelectorsmight rely upon it that his best cibtrts 
should be directed to the advancement of hia natiw 
borough. (Oheen.) 

Mr. Aspdin briefly retmfned thanks^ ariBarin|f the 
h n rge sB SB that he would do everything that lay m his 
power for the benefit of GatCshead« 

Mr. Dingwall said, he also must rstnm thahks. 
The election had been oondvoted bv the mutudpsl 
officers to his entire satisfootion) and he felt grateful 
to them for their gentlemanly behaviour* One word 
as to the ftanchise. The muhicipd franchise had 
been extendi $ buti from his edtpenence of municipal 
electionsi hs would say, that 11 an extension of the 
parliamcntaiT frwnehise were offered him» tmaccom* 
panied by the ballot, he woukl reject it. (Heir^ 
near«) He had always been an advooale of an exten- 
sion of the sufiiage, but, alter what he had seen of 
the undue influence exmised on working men, he 
repeated that he would aooept no such extension if 
the ballot were not gianted also. He folt that he 
stood thers in as proad a nosition as any of th8 
candidates who had addrMsed the eteotort. From tfaa 
nmnber of free and independent buigessss who liad 
ttMne forward to record their votes in his fovoat^ he 
was satisfied that| if no fanproper ihfluenoe had been 
exerted agsinst him, he wftold hav« been returned te^ 
the Oounoil to represent th« wetkia8[ clasees of tha 
borough, whose interssta had so fcnig been neglected* 
(Qheen^ I Powers had been possessed Vy the muni- 
dpal body which had novat been cafried out. Mett^ 
suFBs mi At have been adopted wldch hid never bosft 
taken, ^he peoida had bean left to sadst in hole* 
and oomeia not fit for htntes to inhabits Why had 
the salutary powers of the law bosh allowed to 
slumber? In his canvasses of tli6 eleotoit he Ind 
seen working people herding hn dens which he 
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would never hlmBelf have oonsented to live in. He 
would have emiffrated— have left his native land for 
ever — rather Uian have endured such domestic 
wretchedness. It was mcdancholy to witness human , 
beings immured in such darksome, dirty, dungeon- 
like places, with hardlv a glimmer of light, and in 
the midst of mud and filth. Great need, indeed, 
there was of improvement in Gateshead ; and he had 
ever been the advocate of improvements, as there 
were gentlemen present who well knew. He had 
often Srected attention to the necesnty of improving 
HiUgate and Pipewellgate, and other miserable locali- 
ties, sadly overcrowded, and woefuUv deficient in 
light To let in Uie light upon such places would be 
better tlum the employment of additional policemen, 
and would tend to cleanliness, order, and morality. 
He was glad to believe that they were all alike 
anxious ror sanitary imorovement; and he hoped 
that what Mr. Aspdm haa witnessed in the coarse of 
his canvass would convince him more than ever of the 
necessity of greater attention to this subject. It was 
perhaps out dP that gentleman's way to go mto the more 
neglected localities of the borough : — he would be 
gliui if what he had now seen had led him to perceive 
that something must be done to check the excessive 
disease and mortality which prevailed in Qateshead 
and elsewhere. Reverting to what he had said at 
the outset, he would again assert that the hand of 
power was employed to crush down the working class 
electors. He had found it to be so, and could prove 
it. He knew that the screw had been put on to prevent 
men coming forward to vote. Mr. Gswshay's agents 
had been employed to corrupt and contaminate and 
influence the minds of electors. (Cries of " Prove it 1 
prove it V*) He could prove it, and would do so at 
we proper time. He would never go for any exten- 
sion of the franduse in parliamentary elections, unless 
the votes were to be taken by ballot. Agam he 
thanked thoee who heard him for the kindness which 
he had personally experienced. He could assure 
tiiem he had been actuated by no presumptuous 
foelinss in coming forward as a candidate. He had 
offered himself fin>m a conviction that the working 
classes were not fuUv represented in the Council. 
Parliament, in its wisdom, had rendered him eligible 
to a seat in the Council— had placed it in his power to 
be a legitimate candidate— and he was not prepared 
to find any one, either within or without the Council, 
so narrow-minded as to Question the propriety of his 
offering himself for election. Was wealth to be re- 
garded as the only criterion of fitness in a Councillor ? 
He could consent to no such standard ; and he here 
publicly declared that the barrier between the working 
classes and the Council should be broken down— that 
the Council-chamber diould be thrown open to them. 
There was no law to exclude them from a share in 
municipal government^ and their intelligence would 
give them the eqjoyment of the rights and privi- 
Mges which had been conferred upon them by the 
legislature. (Applause.) He would trespass no 
longer on the patience of the burgesses, but thank 
them for the &vourable hearing which they had 
afforded him. He hoped that Mr. Aspdin, if he were 
allowed to retain his seat (of which there was some 
doubt), would pay attention to the interests, not of 
the commercial classes only, but of the working 
classes also. (Applause.) 
Mr. Thomas Pringle, as one who had been so 



pointedly alluded to by Mr. Dingwall, wished to say 
a few words in reply. 

Mr. Alderman Robson said, the contest had gone 
off very quietly ; the three candidates had been heard ; 
and he tnought he must now close the proceedings, 
or there was no knowing where they might end. 

Mr. Alderman Hawks concurred with Mr. Robson. 
Mr. Dingwall had made certain assertions, and it 
remained for that gentleman to substantiate them. 

The Alderman and Assessors vacated their seats — 
'three cheers were given for Mr. Dingwall — and the 
burgesses dispersed. In the evening, there were 
dinners at the Queen's Head, the Black Boll, &c.' 

Gateshbad Dispensast Buildiko Fund. — This 
subscription proceeds apace, and gradually rises to- 
wards the required heij^ht. The following new sub- 
scribers have been acquired : — 

John Birtley & Son £1 1 

J Birtley & Son's Workmen 14 6 

George EIUott'8 Workmen 10 6 

Tyne Main Colliery Woricmen 110 9 

John Edward, Sheriff Hill 1 

T. Patterson 110 

George Patterson 110 

Miss Patterson 10 6 

George Davidson 10 6 

A. Lueas 10 

R. Gowland 10 

W.Dunn 6 

W. Hunter 6 

George Barras 6 

J. PalllBter 5 

J. N.Pattison 2 « 

John Thompson 8 6 

B. SwalweU 2 6 

James Thompeon 2 

N. Smith 2 9 

T. Gardner 2 6 

Mrs. TumbuU 2 6 

A Friend 1 

Gateshead Poob Law Union. — The fortnightly 
meeting was held on October 31. Present : — The 
Chairman and Vice-Ohairman, and Messrs. Make- 
peace, Cook, and William Clark. The Clerk read the 
minutes, and also made the customary reports. It 
appeared that the following parishes were oehind in 
their payments to the amounts placed opposite their 
respectiTe names : — 

Gateshead £450 I Whickham £162 

Heworth 75 Winlaton 62} 

Stella 30 I 

Ryton was £10 in advance. No summons (Mr. 
Swinburne said) had been taken out against Whick- 
ham, the arrears due when the order was made having 
been paid up. As to the parishes now in arrear, the 
calls were not due until Saturday last, so that no great 
time had yet elapsed. The cheques to be issued 
amounted to £352 10s. lOd. The balance in hand 
was £918 16s. 2d., leaving a surplus with the Trea- 
surer of £566 5s. 4d. The Treasurer had written to 
the Commissioners reporting that, at the date of Ms 
letter, the balance in hand was only £59 ; but he 
(Mr. Swinburne) did not think it likely that the 
amount would ever be so small again. The Treasurer 
expressed an oinnion in his letter that the balance 
should never be less than £1,000. Mr. Makepeace 
brought several workhouse matters under considera- 
tion, all of which received the attention of the Board. 
Twelve notices of marriage were read, one of which 
conveyed an intimation that a union-officer has fedlen 
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out of love with single blessedness, and is seeking 
relief in matrimony. Some other business was 
transacted, and the Board proceeded to the relief of 
the poor. 

Hull and Gateshead. — ^The following resolution 
was unanimously agreed to at the quarterly meeting 
of the Town Council of Hull, on the 26th Oct. :— 
" That the thanks of this Corporation are eminently 
due to Mr. Hutt, Member for Gateshead, for his kind 
and efficient senrices to the borough of Kingston- 
upon-HuU in general, and to this Corporation in pcu> 
ticular, during the last session of parliament, in which 
this boroufi;h has been without representation in the 
Commons' House of Parliament." A similar resolu- 
tion was unanimously passed by the Board of Health 
of Hull on the 25th Oct. 

The Belief Fund.— The following sums, sent to 
the Ladies' Committee, were forwarded from London 
to Mrs. Cox, John'sjnlace, Gateshead : — Miss 0. 
Atkins, Kingston-on-Tnames, £2 2s., Miss Bigby, 
Paddington, £l 7s. 6d., Mrs. rlummer, London, 6b. 

THE EXPLOSION. 

On Thursday, the 26th Oct., I yisited the scene of 
the late explosion in Gateshead. My object in so 
doin^ was more particularly to obtain samples of the 
d4^fns, in order to subject them to a careful chemical 
analysis, and to ascertain whether any arsenic could 
be detected in them. These samples consisted of 
sulphur, nitrate of soda, carbonaceous matter, with 
several pieces of wood, which had the appearance of 
haying been parts of barrels. I also procured, at the 
same time, a large bottieful of water from the crater. 
It was stated in the evidence at the investigation held 
in Gateshead touching the explosion, that a consider- 
able quantity of arsenic was stored in the warehouse 
at the time of the explosion, and that this arsenic was 
contained in barrels. If arsenic had existed there in 
the quantity stated (being several tons), there is every 
reason to conclude that it would certainly have been 
detected bv the pocess employed in analyzing the 
ddfria at the College of Pnictical Science. Such, 
however, was the result of the analysis of the articles 
procured at the scene of the explosion, that no arsenic 
ta€U procured from them, X. 

Ck)i]ege of Fraotical Science, Byehill, Newcastle. 
♦ 
BOBOUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

NOTICE is hereby ffiven. that the persons herein- 
after named and descrioed were on the First Day 
of November. 1854. declared duly ELECTED 
COUNCILLOBS of the several Wards of the said 
Borough hereinafter inserted. 

EAST WABD. 
James Hewitt, King Jamee's-street, Cabinet- 
maker. 
William Aspdin, Bed Barns Villa, Newcastie- 
upon-Tyne, Cement Manufsu^urer. 
WEST WABD. 
Geobgb C&awshat, Tynemouth. Iron Founder. 
Bbiav John Psookteb, Gateshead, Glue Mann- 
&cturer. 

SOUTH WABD. 
BicHABD Wellieoton Hodoson, North Dene, 

Merchant. 
Thomas Welfobd, Sisson's Gate, Gentieman, 

G. J. KENMIB, Town Clerk. 
Townhail, Gateshead, November 1, 1854. 



to the 
MUNICIPAL ELECT0B8 OF THE SOUTH WABD 

OF THE 

BOBOUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

GENTLEMEN,— I beg to offer my best thanks for 
the high position in which you placed me on the 
Polling List yesterday. 

I highly esteem tms marked expression of your 
confidence, and hope to merit it by a strict and zealous 
discharge of my Duties as your Bepresentative. 
I am, Gentiemen, 

Your obedient Servant, 

B. W. HODGSON. 
North Dene, November 2, 1854. 

» 

TO THE 

MUNICIPAL ELECTOBS OF THE SOUTH WABD 

or THE 

BOBOUGH OF GATESHEAD. 

GENTLEMEN,— The Besult of the Poll has con- 
firmed my anticipation that I should this day be 
elected as one of your Bepresentatives in the Town 
Council. 

Allow me to thank you most sincerely for the 
distinguish^ honour you have thus conferred upon 
me, and to assure you that my time and best energies 
shall be devoted to a fiiithfiil discharge of my public 
duties. 

I am, Gentiemen, 

Your obedient Servant, 

THOMAS WELFOBD. 
Stewart's-place, Gateshead, Nov. 1, 1854. 
— • . -■ 

TO THE ELECTOBS OP THE EAST WABD 
OF GATESHEAD. 

GENTLEMEN,— Gratified as I am by the distin- 
guished Dosition in which your confidence has 
placed me by tnis day's Poll, I simply thank you for 
this added mark of your kindness, leaving it to my 
future conduct as your Bepresentative to show how 
grateful I am for your esteem and support. 
I remain, Gentiemen. 

Your &ithfiil Servant, 

JAMES HEWITT. 
King James's-street, Nov. 1, 1854. 

- I » ,■- 

TO THE 

MUNICIPAL ELECTOBS OF THE EAST WABD 

OF THE 

BOBOUGH OP GATESHEAD. 

GENTLEMEN,— I beg to tender you my unfeigned 
thanks for the gieat kindness you manifested to 
me on Wednesday in electing me one of your Council- 
lors. Such a mark of honour I hardly anticipated, 
being comparatively a stranger among you. I can 
assure you that no exertion on my part shall be want- 
ing to fiilfil to your satis£EU^on those important public 
duties which now devolve upon me as one of your 
representatives. And I may also observe, that if ever 
your Borough required good and fidthful men, it is 
at this juncture. My earnest wish is that her Coun- 
cillors may seize the present opportunity of carrying 
out those contemplated imjtovements which I feel 

Cuaded will be a means or elevating your increasing 
n in a commercial point of view. 

I remain, Gentiemen, 
Your obedient Servant, 

WILLIAM ASPDIN, 
Cement Works, Gateshead, November 2, 1854. 
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TO THB 

MUNICIPAL ELECTORS OP THB WEST WARD 

OF THE BOROUGH OF OATBSHBAD. 

GENTLEMEN,— Allow me to assure yon that I 
am deeply sensible of the confidence which you 
have ezhibitea towazds me by returning me as vour 
Bepreeentative to the Town Council of Gateshead. I 
trust to be fidthful and diligent in the discharge of 
my duties. 

I am. Gentlemen, your obedient Servant, 

GEORGE CRAWSHAY. 
Gateshead Iron Works, Nov. 2, 1854. 
■ »' - 

TO THE 

MUNICIPAL ELECTORS OF THE WEST WARD. 

GENTLEMEN, — I sincerely thank you for the 
honour you have been pleased to confer upon 
me this day, by returning me again as one of your 
BepresentaUves in the Town Council. 

m assured that this additional mark of your confi- 
dence and approval of my past services shall inspire 
me wi^ new energy in carrying out such measures 
as are calculated to promote the nealth and prosperity 
of the community J and, by a diligent discnaige 
of the increased duties you have imposed upon me, i 
trust I shall prove myself not unworthy of your 
choice. 

I have the honour to renudn, Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient Servant, 

BEYAN JOHN PROCKTEB. 
Gateshead Glue Work8» November 1, 1864. 



THE TOWN-COUNCIL OF GATESHEAD. 
fE. W. Hodgson, ICayor^ 

ALDERMEN. 

.fHaggie, David 
fHawks, Qeorge 
fliister, John 
fPearBon, C. J. 
fRobBon, Joseph 
fSmith, James 

COUNCILLOBS 

fAllhusen, Chris. 



Hymers, J. A. 
+Ionn, P. P. 
fPatterson, G. 
fppockter, B. J. 
fSlcelton. John 
tWelftnfd. T. 

Wilson, James 
f Woolston, John 



fAspdin, Wnilam 
fBrlntoii, George 
fOook, William 
Crawkhay, George 
fGray, Alex. Geo. 
fHai^e. Peter 
•j-Hewitt, James 
Hunter, George 

$tr Ihose marked (f) were present 
The statutory amiual meeting was held on Thurs- 
day, the 9th Not., at noon. 

The Matob (David Haooib, Esq.) having taken 
the chair, handed to the Town Clerk, (after the results 
of the late ward elections had been declared,) the 
following letter from Mr. Joseph Beynolds, which 
was readto the Council :— 
To fJavid ffagffif, Esq.^ the Worshipful (he Mayor of the 

Borowffh of QiUeaihead. 
Sir,— I beg of you to apprise the Town Council that Mr. 
William Aspdin and Mr. George Orawshay are ineligible to 
sit us Councillors for the borough of Gateshead, and there- 
lore render themselves liable to a penalty of £60 for each 
act uf theirs In the offices they have illegally assumed. 

Joseph Reynolds. 
The Town Clbbk haiang read the Bribeiy Act, as 
rtjquired by law, 

Mr. Aid. lioBsoi? rose to propose a member of the 
Council to fill the office of^ Mayor for the ensuing 
year. The gentleman whom he intended to propose, 
he was quite sure, would eive entire satis^tion to 
that body and to the whole of the burgesses. Be 
(Mr. Robson) had previously had the honour of nomi- 
nating gentlemen who were elected to this high office, 
and who had acquitted themselves well ; and he had 
no doubt that Mr. Hodgson (applause), whom he was 
nvw about to propose, would perform his duties 



equally well, if not better. Every one of them had 
filled the chaur to his own credit and the honour of 
the borough; he was confident that Mr. Hodgson 
would form no exception; and he had therefore 
much pleasure in proposing that he be now elected to 
the office of Mayor. 

Mr. Aid. Smith seconded the nomination. When, 
he observed, he first canvassed the South Ward for Mr. 
Hodgson, everybody said he would make an excellent 
Councillor, if only his multifarious business engage- 
ments would idlow him to devote the proper amount 
of time to the public service. He was elected, and it 
was now well known how efficient a Coancillor he had 
made. The late election showed, too, how highly his 
services were prized ; and he had great satisfiaction in 
seconding the nomination* 

Mr. Cook inquired if the election of Mayor would 
be afiected b^ the participation of Mr. Crawshay and 
Mr. Aflpdin, if it should torn out, as was alleged, that 
they were ineligible t 

The Town Clerk replied in the negative. The 
responflibility rested solely on those gentlemen them- 
selves, as individuals. 

The motion was put, and caxried unanimously, and 
with loud applause. 

The Matob-bleot made the required deckrations 
and oath, and his election was then complete. 

Mr. Aid. Haooie, resigning the chaur and chain to 
bis successor, exprrased a hope that he would emo^ 
as much pleasure as had fallen to his own lot in nis 
year of office, and be exposed to less danger. (Ap- 
plause.) 

The Maiob returned thanks for his election. The 
Council had been pleased unanimously to confer upon 
him the highest honour which it was in their power 
to bestow. He was not msensible to the compliment^ 
and would do his best to justilV it, striving to fulfil 
his duties with credit to nimself. and in a manner 
consistent with the honour and dignity of his office. 
(Applause.) 

Mr. Aid. Hawks said, it now devolved upon the 
Council gratefully to acknowledge the great, the 
meritorious services of the late Mjuror. (Applause.) 
Towards the dose of his mayoralty, he h^d been 
placed in peculiarly trying circumstances, and had 
nobly exerted himself for Uie preservation of life and 
property. (Applause.) To the latest hour of his life 
those exertions must be a feather in the woithy 
Alderman's cap. They were all glad to think that he 
had escaped the imminent peril in which he was 
placed, and would cordially join in thanking him for 
his distinguished services. (Applause.) 

Mr. A. G. Gkat, heartily concurring in every word 
which had fidlen from Mr. Aid. Hawks^ seconded the 
motion ; and it was carried by acdamation. 

Mr. Aid. Haggix said, the kindness of his col- 
leagues had led them more than onoe to express their 
approbation of his conduct during his mayoialty ; but 
never had he been more gratifieaby their thanks than 
at the present moment It would always be a source 
of satisfiiction to him in the ftitorSp that in retiring 
from the chair he had carried with lum the unanimous 
thanks of a body comprisinff so many of the principal 
gentlemen of Gateshead. Most gratefully he thanked 
them for the kind assistance which they nad rendered 
him, (a young man, and particularly needing their 
aid and their indulgence.) while in office, and for the 
approval which they had so warmly expressed of his 
conduct at the close of his mayoralty. (Applause.) 
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The Council proceeded to the election of two lUver 
Oommiwionen for the ensuing year. Mr. Allhusen 
was nominated by Mr. Aid. Bobson, and seconded by 
Mr. Aid. Pbabson. Mr. Psteb Haooib nominated 
Mr. A. G. Gray, who was seconded by Mr. Hewitt. 
No other nomination being made, Idessrs. Allhusen 
and Gray were declared duly elected, and returned 
thanks. Mr, Allhitoin alluded to the Royal Com- 
mission, and said the Tyne Commissioners would now 
soon know their &te — the question between Hie 
Eastern and Western Biyer Commissioners would 
shortly be decided. Mr. A. G. Gbay took occasion to 
exf^esa an opinion that it would be well to have 
periodical reports to the Council— say at the quarterly 
meetings— from the CommiasioneTS. (Applause.) 

The next business to be disposed of was the election 
of an Auditor of the accounts of the River Com- 
mission. Mr. Aid. Smith wished to be relieved from 
the office, and Mr. Weiford and Mr. Skelton were 
named, but bemd to decline. In the end, Mr. 
Smith was prevailed upon to remain in office, and was 
unanimous^ elected. 

Mr. Pbtie Hagoix moved a vote of thanks to 
Messrs. Allhusen and Potts, the Commissioners of the 
past year ; and to Mr. Smith, the Auditor. Seconded 
by Mr. Ionn, and carried. 

The Towir Clxbk read letters from MigorOeneial 
Arbuthnot and Lieut.-Colonel Whittingham, in re- 
sponse to the resolution of the 21st uh., gratefully 
acknowledffinff the services of the militaiy in conneo- 
tion with uie Tate fire and explosion. Also the follow- 
ing letter from the &ther of the late Snaign 
Paynter^— 

Eenshigton, October 81, 1864. 

Sir,— In acknowledging the receipt of your letter, enolos- 
ing an extract from the minutes of the proceedings of the 
Coancil of the borough of Gateshead, at a meeting held at 
the townhall there, on the 20th hietant, I beg leave through 
you to express to the OouncU my graiefbl sense of their 
sympathy with me and my ftunily under our heavy afflio- 
tion, occasioned by the death of my lamented son. Ensign 
Faynter, at the late oalamitous fire, and of the kind wish 
thus manifested to soothe a sorrow that scarcely admits of 
earthly consolation ; though it is undoubtedly a source of 
deep satisfaction to me, while mourning over the untimely 
perishing of so much hope and promise, to know that my 
son fell, and Is reoorded by a public body of so high position 
as havinft flUlen, at his post of duty, and in the caose of 
humanity* 

But should the loss of so many valuable lives on this 
melancholy occasion lead to the making provisions for pro- 
tecting from similar oatastrophies, in future, the peaoeftil 
populations of our large towns, as well as all those, whether 
military or civil, whose duty it may be, in eases of fire, to 
exert themselves in preaervlng lilb and property, I shall 
then endeavour to draw ftirther consolation from thinking 
that my beloved son, and those who fall with him, have not 
fallen in vahi. 

I beg also to thank you personally for the kind and feeling 
terms In which your letter accompanying the extract is 
expressed, and have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient Berrant, 

Thomas PAniTBB. 

George Johnson Kenmfr, Isq., Town doric 
of the Borough of Gateshead. 

Mr* Aid. EoBBON moved that these letters be entered 
on the minutes. — Seconded by Mr. Aid* Listbb, and 
agreed to. 

The Town Clbbk read a communication of the 6th 
inst. from the Public Works Loan Office, statins, in 
reply to a letter of the 4th, that in the event of a loan 
being granted to the Local Board of Health, the 
advances might be received in instalments. 



Mr. Aid. RoBSON presented a short report from the 
Public Health Committee, comprising, among other 
things, a recommendation that compSunt be made to 
the gas company of the iusufficiency of their supply, 
and of its quality. Several accounts were named, 
with a recommendation that they be paid. 

The report having been received, Mr. Cook expressed 
his regret that, notwithstandinff his resolution, which 
was seconded by the present Mayor and adopted by 
the Council, 8 of the 24 members of their body 
appeared by the accounts to have traded with the 
Corporation, thereby disqualifying themselves to sit 
in Council, and rendering theuuelves liable to a 
penalty of j^ for every act of theirs as members of 
that body. He had spoken so often on this sulnect, 
that if the disreputable practice were persisted in, 
he now gave notice of his intention to sue for penal- 
ties. 

Mr. Procktsb agreed with Mr. Cook. The trans- 
actions were so smiol that the profit could be no object, 
but the law should be observed, and he hoped such 
things would not occur itf;ain. 

The Matob said, he nad no doubt theee remarks 
would prove sufficient for their object. 

Mr. A. G. GaAT suggested that the fault must lie 
with the servants of the Corporation, who made 
purchases at the places of business of Councillors, 
without their knowledge. This should be avoided* 
He had no doubt tiie small account due to Mr. 
Hewitt had been incurred without his knowledge. 

Mr. HswiTT said, so fiir as he was csncemed, th- 
account (38s.) was the same which had been com 
mented upon before. It was for some article pur- 
chased for the survevor'd office a year and a half ago, 
and before Mr. Cook s resolution was moved. 

Mr. Wooi^TOV said, the account which he had 
against the Corporation was incurred before he was a 
Councillor. 

Mr. Hall stated that, since the resolution was 
passed, he believed it had been strictly adhered to. 

Mr. Aid. Haooib stated, that he was one of those 
who had supplied goods to the Corporation, and he 
had done so since the date of the resolution* On the 
Sunday following the explosion, when the bodies of 
some of the simerers were foimd, and ropes and 
planks were wanted for their remo^, he had allowed 
the nublic to have what thay required from the 
establishment of himself and partner. He knew the 
law, but he said if the Corporation did not choose to 
pay him, they might have the goods as a gifL (Ap- 
plause.) 

Mr. Aid. Smith made some remark which we did 
not catch ; and Mr, Hall stated that Mr. Aspdin's 
account was mcurred before his election. 

Mr. Aid. Pbabson said, Mr. Woolston's account was 
for finding a nlace of deposit for rubbish. He had 
allowed the Corporation to deposit rubbish in his 
quarry at threepence a load. Must they, henceforth, 
go farther and pay more, because Mr* Woolston was a 
Councillor t 

Mr. Aid* Listbb : Pay the cartman, and let him 
go where he likes. 

The report was adopted. 

Mr. Aid. Smith jiresented a report frtun the Finance 
Committee, exhibiting a bahmce in hand, on the 
borough account, of £^36 5s. 6d. ; with accounts to 
pay amountinff to about ^100. The report recom- 
mended that Mr. Neilson's premises at the inidge-end, 
injured by the explosion, be repaired out of the 
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market-fond ; and that ;^300, part of that fiind, be 
placed on deposit receipt with the Commercial Bank, 
in order to increase the rate of interest. 

The report having been received, the Town Glekk 
stated, in reply to Mr. Brinton, that the premises 
were not insured. Mr. PaooKTES : They should be. 

Mr. Aid. Smith moved the adoption of the report. 

Mr. Cook seconded the motion, and inquired if that 
would be a proper time to remark upon a very dis- 
creditable practice which had arisen in the conducting 
of elections. 

The Mayor thought Mr. Cook had better defer his 
remarks ; and the motion was put atid carried. 

The Mayor presented a report from the Watch 
Committee, recommending that the Gateshead, New- 
castle, North and South Shields, Sunderland, and 
County police, who had rendered good service during 
and alter the late £^6, be paid for their extra exer- 
tions—each policeman 28. 6d. per day, each inspector 
4s., and each superintendent (exclusive of Mr. 
Schorey) 68. Mr. Schorey to have £2 2s, 

The only objection made to this report was founded 
on the smallness of the recompense — ^the late Mayor 
and others speaking with great warmth on the services, 
night and day, of Mr. Schorev, and of the police 
generally. It was unanimously resolved that the 
report be referred back for further consideration. 

Mr. Aid. LiSTBR presented a renort from the Baths 
and Laundries Committee, chien^ relating to the 
damage sustained by the biulding from the explosion. 
It closed with a recommendation that it be insured 
for £3,000 in the County Fire Office— a selection, it 
appeared, which had been made at the instance of Mr. 
Aid. Smith, whose losses on the Quayside had been 
promptly made good by the " County." These, how- 
ever, mr. Aid. Haggle observed, had arisen from fire, 
and not from mere wreck by the explosion ; and while 
other offices had come forward and made compen- 
sation for damage not done by fire, the County Office 
had stood out. 

Mr. Cook said, the County was one of those offices 
which, not to their credit, had repudiated their 
liability. He was Insured in one of those offices, 
which, after receiving his payments many years, 
declined to make good his losses in full, as a matter 
of right, but deducted 20 per cent., and required him 
to receive what was awarded cap in hand, as mere 
charity. Mr. Cook contrasted this conduct with that 
of the Sun, Atlas, Anchor, and other offices. 

Mr. Aid. Smith said, he had received compensation 
from the Sun as a trustee, and it was given, not as a 
right, but as a gift. 

Mr. Aid. Lister said that he. too, on receiving 
compensation from the Sun, had been called upon to 
give a receipt acknowledging that it was a gift. 

This appeared to be the general form in which 
compensation had been made ; and, moreover, that 
the offices were about to adopt some common rule 
as to explosions. 

It was resolved, finally, that the Town Clerk should 
have the building insured in the Sun, Atlas, Essex 
Economic, Anchor, or County — whichever office 
would grant a ^licy on the most eligible terms. 

Subject to this resolution, the report was adopted. 

Mr. Aid. Hawks presented a report from the Qates- 
head Quay and Improvement Committee, recommend- 
ing the adoption of a memorial to the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer accepting an offered loan of j£35.000, 
to be advanced for the purposes of the proposea im- 



provements eighteen months hence, and that Mr. 
Hutt be requested to forward the memorial, and to 
assist in bnnging the negotiation to a conclusion. 

The report, on the motion of Mr. Aid. Hawks, 
seconded by Mr. Aid. Haooib, was received ; and the 
former gentleman then moved its confirmation— ob- 
serving that the subject to which the report related 
was one of the most serious and important kind that 
had come under the consideration of the Council for 
many years. He recapitulated the steps which had 
led to the obtainment of the (Government offer, and 
which woifld enable the Council to go to parliament 
for a bill. Mr. A. G. Gray and Mr. Allhuscn rose 
together to second Mr. Hawks's motion. Mr. AU- 
husen said, the thanks of the Corporation were due 
to Mr. Hutt for his good offices, through which they 
had got an offer of the means of carrying out their 
project : while, at the same time, if they did not get 
their bill, they need not accept the loan. — ^After some 
remarks from other Councillors, Mr. Cook inquired if 
the Committee had not exceeded their powers in 
acting without the Council t — ^The Mayor said, they had 
simp^ ascertained where a loan could be got ; and now 
they came to the Council to ask if they were disposed 
to place the Corporation in a condition to obtain this 
loan, if, at a future day, they should re<^uire it. — Mr. 
Cook thought the Committee had erred m converting 
Mr. Hutt into a Town Clerk for the time being. This 
was, he thought, a strange and unusual proceeding, 
and looked very like an attempt to create political 
capital for the honourable member. (No, no !) Why 
could not the application for a loan have been made 
in the regular way through the Town Clerk? Mr. 
Cook, after an allusion to Mr. Hutt's interference in 
the fate East ward election, contended that they 
should first see if parliament would sanction those im- 
provements which they all desired to see effected, 
before they thought of getting into debt. — ^The Town 
Clerk explained, that Mr. Hutt had not stepped in, to 
take his (Mr. Kenmir's) place, but, being applied to, 
had undertaken duties which were thought by the 
Committee to belong peculiarly to the member for the 
borough. — Mr. Crawbhay thought the money ought 
to be raised independently of the Government. It 
was of doubtful advantage to a Corporation, as it was 
to a private individual, to be enabled to borrow money 
easily. Such a fiMulity was apt to lead to ruin. They 
had a great and difficult project in hand. If it were 
likely to prove remunerative^ he had little doubt of 
their ability to carry it out with the assistance of con- 
tractors and others. If not — if it were likely to en- 
tail expenditure on the borough— then the enterprise 
was one in which they could not embark. The 
resources could be raised within themselves, if the 
improvements would pay, and they need not go to the 
Government. He disapproved of the principle of 
Government loans to the provinces for any such pur- 
pose. He was friendly to local self-government ; but 
as the motion would not bind the Council to effect a 
loan, he would not divide against it ; more especially 
aSf in the absence of legal advice, he knew not but he 
might be performing an act that would expose him to 
proceedings at law. He would simply add, that he 
thought iMewcastleand Gateshead were strong enough 
of themselves to carry out all necessary improve- 
ments. — The Mayor said there would be no compul- 
sion^to take the loan.— Mr. Peter Haoqie : Having 
it at command will simply enable us to go to parlia- 
ment. — Mr. Hewitt expressed a hope that the fullest 
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information would be laid before the Council, as to the 
proposed improvements, before they were called upon 
to commit themselves to anything final.— The Mayor 
said, the Committee must come to the Council for 
powers, or they would do nothing. — In the course of 
further discussion, it was explain^ that the carrying 
out of the report would simply place Gateshead first 
on the list for the loan — with power to have it, or not, 
as they liked. — The report was adopted. 
Routine business was now transacted. 
Ttie quarterly meetings were appointed to be held 
on the first Wednesdays in February, May, and 
August. 

The Committees were chosen, viz.. Watch (Mr. 
Mayor ex ojffkio Chairman) ; Finance (Alderman 
Smith) ; Public Health (Alderman Robson) ; Parlia- 
mentary, Railway, and Byelaw, (Alderman Hawks) ; 
Baths and Laundries (Alderman Lister). — The Im- 
provement Committee, as remodelled, consists oi 
Aldermen Hawks TChairman), Pearson, and Lister ; 
and Councillors Allhusen, Aspdin, Brinton, Cook, 
Haggle (Peter), and Skelton. The Matob observed, 
that the well-working of the Council depended 
mainly on the Committees, and he hoped every 
member would do his best to attend their meetings. 

Mr. Hewitt trusted that the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee would give their attention to the bill to be 
brought into parliament, in the next session, by the 
Hexham road trustees, and see if something could not 
be done about the toUgate that was placed in the very 
midst of the borough, and which was made to bear 
with double pressure on the people of Newcastle and 
all others not resident in Gateshead. Now was the 
time, when the trustees were going before parliament, 
to press for a remedy. — Expressions of concur- 
rence were uttered on all sides ; and Mr. Brinton 
said, the borough was beset on every hand by these 
obnoxious tolls ; you could hardly go out of your 
front door and return by the back, without being 
tolled. 

The Mayor read a note from Mr. E. D. Welford, 
requesting a share of the corporate advertisements for 
the Northern Examiner. Mr. Aid. Hawks said there 
could be no objection to this request. Mr. Aid. Haqgib 
moved that it be granted. Seconded by Mr. A. G. 
Gray, and carried. 

Mr. G. Crawshay now stated, that having received 
a notice intimating to him that he was ineligible to sit 
there as a Councillor, he proposed to place nis case in 
the hands of the Town Clerk, and to be guided by his 
opinion. — In reply to Mr. A. G. Gray, Mr. C. added, 
that he had no mtention to involve the Council in a 
defence of his seat. If he went to law, it should be 
at his own cost. —The Town Clerk suggested that it 
might be better if Mr. Crawshay were to place him- 
self in the hands of some other legal adviser. He 
thought that he (Mr. Kenmir) should neither assail 
nor defend ^e seat of any member of the Council. — 
Mr, (^wshay acceded to the Town Clerk's sugges- 
tion. 

The Mayor read a letter from the Secretary oi the 
Dispensary (Mr. Eell), on the subject of the annual 
sermon for the benefit of the charity, to be preached 
this year in St. Edmund's chapel, by the Vicar of 
Newcastle ; and it was resolved that the Ck>uncil do 
assemble, as usual, at the Townhall, at 10 o'clock on 
Sunday moming (Nov. 12), and walk thence to 
phorch. 



The Council, atter a sitting of about fonr hours, 
adjourned' to Wednesday, November 22. 

In the evening, the major portion of the mem- 
bera dined together at Miss Murray's, the Queen's 
Head Hotel, (the new Mayor in the chair). An 
excellent dinner was served up, and the remainder of 
the night was pleasantly spent. 

— ♦ — — 

SAFETY OF CAPTAIN COLLINSON. 

Her Majesty's ship RaUlemake arrived at San 
Francisco on the 25th of September, homeward bound. 
We find the following account of the progress and 
safety of Captain CoUinsou in the San I'rancisco 
Herald:-^ 

Her Majesty's ship Rattlesn€tke, Commander Henry 
Trollope, arrived at our bay on Monday, September 
25, having left Port Clarence, Arctic Ocean, August 
23, at 8 P.M. Thb ship wintered at Port Clarence the 
last winter, and as soon as the ice broke endeavoured 
to reach Heiuld Island, cruising as near, or nearer, 
the edge of the ice than safety justified, from Point 
Barrow, on the American side, to Serdze Eamen, on 
the Asiatic side of the Arctic Sea. The most im- 
portant news brought by the Rattlesnake is the arrival 
at Port Clarence on the 21st of August oi Her Bri- 
tannic Majesty's ship Enterprise^ Captain Collinson, 
from his long exnedition into the Arctic Sea in search 
of Sir John Franiclin. It will be recollected that this 
vessel sailed from England in the same season and at 
about the same time as the Investigator (Captain 
M'Clure), tliat arrived on the Atlantic side of the 
continent a year since, having navigated the north- 
west passage. No news having been received of the 
Enterprise, almost as much anxiety was felt for her 
safety and that of her officers and crew as for the ex- 
pedition she was in search of; so much as to induce 
the English Government to station for her relief and 
assistance the Rattlesnake at Port Clarence, and the 
Plover at Point Barrow, during the last winter, and 
they were both arranging for their succeeding winter 
quarters at the time of her arrival, at the ending of 
which season the (^fovemment had given orders to 
abandon the search for them. The Enterprise went 
into the Arctic Sea in the summer of 1851, and passed 
through Prince of Wales Straits ; but, finding the ice 
impracticable for her advance, she passed the winter 
of 1851-2 in lat. 71 deg. 35 mm. N., long. 117 deg. 35 
min. W. After making every exertion to obtain the 
object of her voyage, the winter of 1852-3 was passed 
in Cambridge Bay, WoUaston Land, 69 deg. N., 
105 deg. 30 min. W. Still proceeding on her 
voyage, the winter of 1853-4 found her in Camden 
Bay, 70 deg. 8 min. N., 146 deg. 30 min. W. 
The ice released the vessel on the 15th of July, 
1854, when she commenced her return passage, 
but did not reach Point Barrow until the 9th of 
August^ having baffling southerly winds and calms. 
Immediately on her arrival at Port Clarence, on the 
21st of August, finding the Phver had left for Point 
Barrow a few days previously, for the purpose of 
assisting and relieving her, as soon as her suppnet 
could be put on board from the Rattlesnake, at 3 p.m. 
on the 22d she started to overtake the Plover, and 
communicate w^ith and recall her; which duty per- 
formed, she would immediately proceed to Hongkong, 
and the Plover to Valparaiso, where the latter will 
meet the Rattlesnake, which leaves this port to-day. 
During the three years the Enterprise has been in the 
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frozen sea she has lost but three men— May 15, 1853, 
William Driver^ ship's cook; November 24, 1853, 
William Greenaway, able seamen ; June 29, 29, 1854, 
William Gheeseman, private of Marines. The com- 
mander, officers, and crew, 59 in number, were in 
excellent health. We regret to state that no informa- 
tion was obtained of the £Eite of Sir John Franklin. 
The Enterprise found traces of the Investiffotar's pas- 
Mf e in many places, and went within 90 miles of 
mnter Harbour, but, not being able to proceed 
farther on account of the ice, she went up Wollaston 
Strait, and there fell in with traces of Dr. Rae's 
searches. In the spring of 1852 travelling parties 
were despatched over the ice, one of which i-eached 
Melville Island after great hanlship. The natives met 
with during the voyage were of a peaceable and kind 
disposition, ready at all times to be of assistance 
in any manner in their power. Probably no more 
interesting news, save information of Sir John Frank- 
lin, oonld DC given to the world than the safety of this 
ship. Embaued on an errand of mercy, which drew 
the attention ot almost everv civilized being towards 
them, it was feared they had met the supposed &te of 
those they had proceeded to save. The news of their 
extrication will everywhere be received with joy. 



The Ravbrbwobth Family.— We regret much to 
announce the death of the Countess of Strathmore, 
which took place on Nov. 3, at Florence. Her lady- 
ship was the eldest daughter of Viscount Barrington 
by the daughter of Lord Bavensworth, and was married 
to the Earl of Strathmore about four years ago. She 
was but 28 years of age, and leaves no isBue.—Globe. 

The RrvEB Ttkb CoMMissioir. — This Board was 
partiaUy reconstituted on Thursday, the 9th Nov., 
under the act of parliament bv which it is governed^ 
and is now composed of the following gentlemen : — 
Life CommissioDen... Captnin Purdo, E.N. 
Mr. J. C. Stevenson 
Mr. Joseph Cowen 
Mr. WiUiam Rutherford Hunter 

Newcastle Mr. Ralph Dodds 

Mr. Thomas Ridley 
Mr. John Ormston 
Mr. John Rayne 
Mr R. P. Philipaon 
Mr. William Armstrong 

Gateshead Mr. Christian Allhusen 

Mr. Alexander George Gray. 

Tynemouth Oaptahi Llnskill 

Mr. Matthew Fttppelwell 
Mr. Joseph Straker 

South Shields Mr. John Robinson 

Mr. James Mather 
Mr. John Clay 
Mr. Cowen was on Nov. 10, on the motion of Mr. 
Dodds, seconded bv Mr. Clay, reelected to the chau-. 
It appeared— 1. That Mr. Walker would be present 
at the next meeting of the Piers Committee, on the 
21st inst. — 2. That Mr. Brooks had been instructed 
by the Royal Commissioners to prepare plans for the 
inquiry. — 3. That the illness of Mr. Harrison had 
defaced progress with the Jarrow docks.— Adjourned 
to November 21. 

St. Mart's Chubch, Gat£8BEAI>. — ^The Rector, 
Br. Bavies, responding to the toast of " The Bishop 
and Clergy," at the mnner which followed on Not. 
8th the laving of the foundation-stones of two of the 
Vicar's Schools, said :— On a recent occasion, his lord- 



ship's libenLlity had been manifested in a veiy re- 
markable degree. Baring the late awful eatast«>phe 
which had desolated a kurge portion of Newcastle and 
Qateshead, his lordship lud written a letter to him 
liberally offering his aid and assSstance on behalf of 
the sufferers ; and when the question had been raised 
ae to whether a new church snould replace the rained 
parish church of Qatesheady or the ola one should be 
renovated, his lordship had offered to place his name 
on the list of subscribers for £0OO» if the erection of a 
new church should be detennined upon. The ones- 
tion was still being discussed on the other side ot the 
water whether a new church should be erected in 
another localitv, or the old one shoold be renovated. — 
(The Vioar ot Newcastle: A new one, certainly' 
Boctor.^ — He should be veiy much delighted at that. 
The only thing that interfend was, that they were a 
little amiid of the expense. If he (the Boctor) were 
authorized to say to tne meeting which would be held 
in his parish next week, that they had the sympaUiy 
of the splendid and numerous gathering assembled 
here this evening, in the undertaking of that work, he 
had no doubt it would put them in such spirit that 
they would make no delay in its commencement. He 
trusted that at no distant day he should see a church 
on the other side of the water, just oi^osite their 
equally (or still more) splendid structure on this side, 
symbolically representative of the bond of harmony 
and amity which existed between the two towns. 
(Applause.) 

Gateshead BisPEiraART.— At the monthly meeting 
of the committee, held on Nov. 7, Mr. Czaster, the 
house-suigeon, reported that 600 casual cases had 
been attended during the month, 116 cases with 
letters, and 140 accidents, via. : — 

Broises 83 i Injoriee to eye 7 

Scalp wounds, &c. ... 88 Sprains 6 

Bums and soalds ... 20 Dislocations 1 

Fraotores 8 | Amputations 8 

These cases ef accident mainly arose out oi the late 
fire and explosion. It is due to the chuity to say, 
in correction of a mistatement, ti^t injuries from 
accident receive attention without reference to the 
residence of the sufferers, or the places where they 
were hurt ; and if a sick person applies, temporaiy 
relief is granted even without a letter. Tne fbliowing 
new subscriptions have been received In aid of the 
Building Fund : — 
Abbot's FOondrymen, Smiths, Fitters, Osrt- 
men. Brass Founders, Wareiioaaemen, and 
Oflloemen, (In addition tosubsoriplions from 
the Anchor, Chain, and FOrge Departments, 

ahready announced) jC19 7 6 

Hagde Brothers' Workmen 6 17 9 

WcnimenofMr.T. Andrews 14 6 

Workmen of Mr. FIrtenk 8 

Usee Workiag Men e 

Ifr. Ibonias Wardman 110 

Mr. Thomaa Andrews 10 e 

Messrs. Abbot's workmen have subscribed, in all, the 
handsome sum of £Sl Sb. The jf 3.000 will be raised 
yet, all despairing predictions notwithstanding. 

Bbthssda Ghapxii, OATwaBAB.— On Wednesday, 
Nov. 8th, a bazaar was opened, for three days, in the 
long room of the Queen's Head Hotel, Gateshead, to 
aid in lightening the debt which burdens the above 
place of worship. The stalls were handsomely and 
abundantly provided with goods by the kindness of 
numerous friends, and the wles have yielded a sub- 
stantial sum— not short of £200. 
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MECHANICS' INSTITUTE, 

QATBSHEAD. 

The annual social and business meeting of the 
memben and tbeir friends was held on Wednesday 
erening, the 15th >Iot., in the hall of the institution, 
and went off with great animation and effect, and 
much to the gratification and satis&ction of eveiy one 
present. 

There were ten tables, at which the following ladies 
tided, viz ^— Mrs. Charles J. Pearson, Mrs. Charles 
an, Mrs. George Boyd, Mies Murray, Mrs. T. C. 
An^, Miss Robeon, Mrs. Geoige Cooper, Mrs. Ben- 
jamin Barkns, Mrs. Joseph Clephan, and Mrs. Joseph 
Carr. 

After tea. the chair was taken by the President, 
WiLLLiM HuTT, Esq., M.P., with the Mayor of 
Gateshead (R. W. Hodgson Esq.) on his right, and 
the Mayor of Newcastle (I. L. Bell, Esq.) on his left. 
Several other influential gentlemen were on the plat- 
form ; with also a number of musical friends ox the 
institution— comprifflng Mr. H. F. Hemy (who pre- 
sided at a pianoforte kindly lent, according to annual 
custom, by Mr. Thomas Bhields, of Korthumberland- 
street, Newcastle), Mr. William Ferry ^pansh-clerk 
of St. Mary's), and seversl members of tne excellent 
choir of St. John's, Qate^ead Fell — namely. Misses ' 
Jane Stephenson, Ann Newton, and Marv Jane Fairs, 
and Messrs. Geoi^e and Robert Ferry, William Rich- 
ardson, and George Cuthbert. 

The Pbbsipbnt, on taking the chair, addressed the 
company, saying: — We are assembled to-night, 
according to our established custom, to receiye the 
report of the Committee that has manaffed our affairs 
during the past year, to receive the budget of our 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and to elect our annual 
parliament fbr the management of our afidrs during 
the year ensuing. Repetitions are generally tiresome 
things ; but I think you will not complain of me if I 
venture to renew, on this occasion, a statement which 
I have frequently had occasion to make before — 
namelv, that the affairs of our institution are in a 
flourishing condition. (Applause.) Such, I under- 
stand, is the &ct. The state of our finances, our list 
of subscribers, and the evidence which is afforded by 
our library of the usefulness and popularity of the 
institution, all go to establish this satisfiustory conclu- 
sion. Now, the merit of having placed us in this 
gratifying position, is undoubtedly due to those 
gentlemen who, in various capacities, have f^ several 
years past, with a degree of sagacity and public spirit 
which I hope will long be remembered in our annab, 
performed the parts of the managers of our affiurs. 
(Applause.) They have managed our affairs with 
(Treat prudence and great economy ; and haTe lost no 
opportunity which they considered to be in their 
power of giving attractiveness and efficiency to the 
inslitutaon. I have no doubt that the Committee 
whom you will elect to-night, and who are willii^ to 
take the responsibility of that office, will be animated 
by the same admirable spirit. And let them not sup- 
pose that because they And everything proceeding m 
excellent order— that because the machinery of the 
institution is working smoothly and easily— tnerefore 
no opportunity is given to them for special usefulness 
and distinction. 1 can assure them that, much as has 
been done, agood deal sUll remains to be accomplished. 
For instance, it has been asserted that there must be 
something inherently vicious in the oiganization of 



this and similar institutions, inasmuch as they have 
been unable, from some cause or other, to command 
the support and confidence of the meehimios ahd 
working classes generally. I will ventttn to recom- 
ment this subject to the serious eonaideration tff the 
Committee now about to take offiee. (Apj^ttse.) I 
am sure that they could not render a greater service— 
I will not say to their native town — I was almost 
going the length of saying a greater service to tiieir 
native country-— than by rendering these institutions, 
which have now taken root throuniout the leng& and 
breadth of the ]and« available to fiie working miUfoos 
of our country. (Applause.) Some observations 
which I happened to make upon this subject a Um 
weeks ago at South Shields, have drawn forth apdMic 
letter on the subject from the secretary of a society 
which, I believe, is called the Independent Reading 
Room of Carh'sle— Mr. Wall. He thinks the fuilt 
rests mainly with the institutions themselves. I will 
not myself presume to express an opinion upon tiiat 
subject. But I must say that When I find a 
town like Gateshead with a population perhaps 
of not less than 90,000 persons — with an 
institution, I must say, admfrably managed— and 
that there is not on our list of members a greater 
number than some ten or twenty of the woraing or 
medianical classes, I must come to the eondiision 
that somehow or somewhere something mmt be 
wrong. I trust tiie Committee will give their aMen* 
tion to this subject. Mr. Wall, in a letter wall de- 
serving attention, says the fiiult rests wifeh ^h» insti- 
tutions. He remarks that our institutions do not rest 
on a basis sufficiently broad or sufficiently popular, 
and that they are not self supnorting ; that they axe 
dependent on patronage ; and that where the wishes 
of the patrons and the views of the managing Com- 
mittee come into conflict, if tiie Comrnittse do not 
give way, the patronage is withdrawn, and the insti- 
tution suffers in consequence. I deny that this is a 
fiur representation of any Mechanics* Institution 
within the circle of my own experience } and I iwpeal 
to you whether it be a fiur description of the 
Mechanics' Institution of Gateshead. Patronage, 
indeed ! I should like to see the patrons, the absence 
or the presence of whose &vour could exercise any 
appreciable difference on the fortunes of this sodefy. 
(Applause.) I am persuaded that the greatest man 
amongst us, whoever he may be, lends no more 
vitality to the Gateshead Mechanics^ Institution than 
one of those gaslights can lend lustre to the beams «f 
the noonday sun. Nor can we be tfaouriit to be en- 
cumbered with patronage of anotlter deseriptioii— 
patronage on which some institutionei, perhaps, have 
rested too little. I pee near me the Mayor of Gates- 
head, the Mayor of Newcastle (applause), and several 
other gentlemen. I see by their side seveBal.gSBtle- 
men whom one alvrays expects to nraet when sbiv 
generous or public spirited work is going for^raru. 
They are patrons, if you please ; but I may beper- 
mitted to remaric— and the sentiment is consistent 
with the deepest respect— that they are here to-night, 
not to confer dirtinction, but to receive it. Dheyare 
here to be associated with a great act lor the ^rsmo- 
tion of popular education— a work whidi, even if 
they were disposed, they could not amst, but whMh 
I am sure they feel it to be their highest honour and 
privilege to promote. (Applause.) It cannot be fairly 
said, I think, that this institution is cribbed or oonfined 
from being patronized. As little can I think Mr. Wall 
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conect when he says that Buch an institution is not 
daced on a basis sufficiently broad and popular. 
Why, we axe here as independent electors, exercising 
our franchise under the finest regimen of annual par- 
liaments, vote by ballot, and universal suffrage. We 
exercise that sufirage in its strict and true meaning— 
(which meaning is seldom attached to it in common 
parlance) — for we have no selfish exemptions — 
we admit even ladies to the franchise. (Hear, 
hear.) We have reached the limits of popular 
government, and can go no further. I think, 
then, on these two points, and some others, Mr. Wall 
is in error when he says he has discovered the causes 
of the evil which we wish to remedy. StiU, there is 
no denying that the evil exists ; and I trust the Com- 
mittee wiU give their attention to the subject. If it 
be a subject which offers them some difficulties, I am 
sure it offers at the same time a commensurate re- 
ward ; for it is a truth which was early impressed on 
my mind, and whicli the observation of more than 
twenty years in public life has only tended to confirm, 
that the first of our interests as citizens, the first of 
our duties, and the most practical of ^11 benevolence, 
is the education of the people. (The honourable 
member resumed his seat amidst the most cordial 
applause.) 

Mr. Jaxbs Guthbib, one of the Secretaries, read 
the report of the Committee : — 

One of the first acts of your Committee, after their 
election in 1853, was to appoint a subcommittee to make 
. inqiuries and r^rt upon the desirableness of an enlarge- 
ment of this building, as suggested at the last anniversary 
meeting by His Worship the Mayor of Gateshead. The 
result' of the labours of such subcommittee, and of repeated 
oonsiderations of the matter by your Oonunittee, may be 
stated as follows : — 

1. That the cost of enlargement, to the extent of 20 or 30 
eet In length, would not be leas than £500. 

2. That the ground to the south of the building cannot at 
present be obtained for building purposes. 

3. Application was made to Mr. Swinburne as to the 
terms on which the piece of ground to the north of the 
building could be obtained, who replied that the price would 
be 16s. per square yard, amounting on the whole to 
£96 128., and that his consent to the institution to build 
upon such ground would only be given on condition that 
the proposed enlargement was for purposes strictly 
within the original rules under which the institution was 
first erected. 

4. That some of the largest subscriptions offered in 
fturtherance of the project were only offered on condition 
that the hall be available for balls and other public 
olgeots. 

Tour Oommittee could not recommend that any subscrip- 
tion be accepted on the condition named, as that would be 
tantamount to placing the room beyond their ooutrol— a 
principle which they ^ink ought not to be recognized. 

Under the circumstances above stated, together with the 
understood feeling existing against the measure on the part 
of many members, your Ck)mmittee did not feel it proper to 
press for ftirther proceedings with regard to the move- 
ment. 

A cordial vote of thanks was passed to the Messrs. 
Haggle for their handsome offer of the munificent donation 
of 100 guineas in furtherance of the project. (Applause; ) 

The general proceedings of the Committee during the 
year do not present much that is novel or calling fbr 
lengthened remark. 

The issue of books during the year, firom the 16th of 
November, 1858, to the 8th of November, 1854, has been 
7,721. 

The number of members is now 264, being a decrease of 
6 on last year. 

The number of volumes purchased during the year is 56, 



exclusive of periodicals. The total number of volume«» 
now in the library and available for circulation ia 3.600. 

Tour Committee would beg to draw the attention of the 
members to the desirableness of their continuing to make 
recommendations in the Request Book of such works as 
they wish to bring under the notice of the Committee, as^ 
during the last year, there has been a decided falling off in 
such recommendations, and the purchases of books have 
thus been fewer than in previous years. 

Tour Committee are now engaged in the preparation of a 
new catalogue of the books, which, when completed, it its 
hoped will prove of service. Considerable difference of 
opinion has existed in the Oommittee as to the most con- 
venient mode of classifying the books in the catalogue, or 
it would, ere this, have been in the hands of the members. 

At the May meeting it was announced that Ralph Walters, 
Esq., one of our Vice Presidents, had made a donation of 
£5 to the institute. The best thanks of the Committee 
were conveyed to Mr. Walters for his present. 

The usual annual excursion took place on Monday, the 
19th of June, when about 120 of the members and their 
friends had a deligbtfiil trip to Harrogate and Knares- 
borough. 

At the meeting in October, the Committee decided on 
the institute joining the Northern Union of Mechanics' 
Institutes. 

Tour Committee, in closing their report, would beg, 
firstly, to express an earnest wish that the public of Gates- 
head would come forward in more rapidly-increasing num- 
bers to avail themselves of the gi-eat advantages for the 
attainment of useful knowledge which this institute presents, 
and, secondly, to impress upon those already members of 
the institution the desirableness of making greater efforts, by 
the formation of classes and other modes of mutual instruc- 
tion, still further to increase and extend the facilities it 
already presents as an educational establishment. 

Mr. CoBNELitJS G Alt BUTT, the Treasurer, read his 
balance-sheet, from which it appeared that there had 
been received and expended during the year :— 

SubscripUons £114 9 

Sale of newspapers 12 19 11 

Donation by Ralph Walters, Esq 5 

MisceUaneous receipts 3 11 

£136 9 10 

Books and tending £34 10 2 

Newspapers 39 10 10 

Printing, advertising, sta- 
tionery, &c 4 5 3^ 

Gas, water, coals, insurance, 
&c 20 9 4 

Salaries 23 6 10 

Miscellaneous 12 9 8 

134 11 li 

Surplus receipts £0 18 8^ 

The balance due the Treasurer was much about the 
same this year as last. There was, apart from the 
ordinary account of the institution, a sum of £l2b 
lying at interest in the Oommercial Bank. The 
Treasurer drew attention to the circumstance that the 
newspapers of the past year had cost more than the 
sum expended on books, and expressed a hope that, 
while maintaining the newsroom, the Committee 
would not neglect to keen up the library. (Hear, hear.) 

Gl(x and Chorus, " Awake, .£olian Lyre.'* 

The Mayor of Gateshbad, who was received with 
much applause, moved the adoption of the report and 
balance-sheet, and briefly expressed his good wishes 
towards the institution. 

Mr. James Bbown seconded the adoption of the 
motion, and said : — 

There can be only one opinion as to the justice of the 
remarks of our Chairman in reference to the ftee and un- 
fettered constitution of our society ; yet I think the Oom- 
mittee and members may consider themselves fortunate in^ 
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to-night being honoured with the pretence of the Chief 
Magistratee of the two boroughs, and also in having the able 
support of the honourable gentleman who has so long and 
worthily filled the office of President to this institution. Not 
only in this neighbourhood, but generally throughout the 
country, it is pleasing to witness the encouragement giren 
to literary societies by those who hold high and honourable 
position In society. When we see such men as Lord John 
Bussell, the Earl of Carlisle, Lord Stanley, and others so 
warmly interesting themselTcs in the prosperity of 
Mechanics' Institutions, we need not despair of the time 
speedily coming when the OoTernment of our country shall 
be induced to ftirther the interests of such institutions in a 
more energetic way than they have hitherto done. (Cheers.) 
The great interest evinced, at the present time, in the spread 
of education, presents a pleasing contrast to the difficulties 
that beset its early advocates. When Dr. Birkbeck first 
propounded his scheme for the establishment of Mechanics' 
Institutions, he had much opposition to contend against. 
It was argued by many that by instilling secular knowledge 
into the minds of the masses of the people, a spirit of dis- 
content and insubordination would be called into existepce. 
However, reicardlees of these prophecies of evil, he man- 
Ailly persevered in his disinterested work ; and now, after 
the lapse of long years, we have evidence ihe most striking 
that the diffiision of knowledge, instead of producing dislo- 
cation in society, has only tended to place the institutions 
of our country on a firmer and surer basis ; and all history 
confirms the flibet, that that Government is the most en- 
lightened and tree from corruption whose proceedings are 
watched by a reading and thoughtful people. (Hear, 
hear. ) It is, however, happily now too far advanced in the 
day to require any arguments being brou^t forward to 
convince people of the utility of supporting Mechanics' 
Institutions. The question now is, not whether it is rig^t 
to support such institutions, but bow can the most likely 
means be devised to render them more generally usefU. 
Men of all shades of politics have been leagued together to 
solve this question. Doubtless the machinery by which our 
institutions are woiked is capable of improvement ; much, 
probably, might be done to make them both more instmo- 
tive and attractive ; but taking our institutions as they 
are, no man can deny that they have conferred on sode^ 
an immenfic amount of good. (Applause.) We have, 
ahnoet in every town, living instances ot those who, by 
availing tl.emselves of the benefits to be derived fh>m such 
societies, have, in the &ce of difficulties apparently insu- 
perable, attained a high and honourable distinction for 
literary and scientific attainments, and many of whom 
have not contented themselves by merely mastering exist- 
ing difficulties, but by new discoveries have extended the 
boundaries of human knowledge. The spread of education 
during the last twenty years has told with considerable 
effect on our character as a people. We had a striking 
instance of this six years ago, when the whole Continent of 
Europe was convulsed — when Governments were upset 
and downs kicked about hke ibot-balls; yet old England 
felt not the shock, she remained calm and dignified ; her 
people pursued their usual avocations ; her great works of 
improvement went on ; the trafficking demagogue attempted 
in vain to arouse the passions of the people. Now, 
why was thisf Was it not because the good sense of the 
people of England told them, if they had wrongs to be 
redressed, the Press was a more powerftil weapon than the 
Sward. (Applanse.) The histoiy of the last half-centniy 
tells us, in language most plain and convincing, that as the 
people have advanced in knowledge, they have also ad- 
vanced in political power. In any country, political eleva- 
tion is sure to follow mental and individual improvement. 
The late Lord Durham was well aware of this fiust, when, 
on learning of the defeat of a great political measure, the 
obgect of which was to increase the privilegesof the people, 
he remarked to a friend, " We must establish Mechanios' 
Institutions." ^Applause ) This was a wise observation ; 
and if the teeming millions of this country would only 
cultivate those faculties with which God has endowed 
them, they would soon find themselves in possession of a 
power whiefa no charter in the universe could confer upon 
them, and of which all the ^justice of earth could not 



deprive them ; for no Government could withstand the 
just and peaceful demands of a great, united, and intelli- 
gent people. (Applause.) By a more general support 
being vouchsared to our Mechanics' Institutions, the moral 
and physical improvement of the people would be fhrthered. 
It is to be regretted that the report which has been read 
gives a small diminution in the number of members. Let 
us hope, however, that the year on which we this day enter 
may be marked by more cheering results, and that Gates- 
head, which has been so sorely tried, may regain her 
wonted energy, and carry on with vigour those great public 
improvements, the completion of which would give such 
an impetus to our trade and commerce, and so well pro- 
mote the health and prosperity of all chsses of the commu- 
nity. Should this be one, then indeed we shall show to 
the world at large, that the dreadfU calamity by wliioh our 
town has been afBicted has not been an unmixed evil, but 
has left a blessing behind it. (Applause.) 
Song (Mr. Feiry), <* The impatient Husbandman." 
The Matob of Kewcastlb was called upon to move 
the next resolution, and stood up amidst loud accla- 
mations. He proposed a vote of uianks to the Offioen 
and 0>mmittee ot the past year, with the best wishes 
of the meeting for the success of Mechanics' and 
kindred institutions. (Jomparatiye stranger as I am 
amongst you, (said Mr. Bell,) I am not indifierent to 
the success of tnis and kindred institutions ; and, as 
your honourable President has justly remarked, I 
should confer upon myself much more honour by 
adding, if I could, to your usefulness and efficiency, 
than I could confer honour upon you— even by the 
high office which I have the proud distinction to hold. 
In endeayouiing to ascertam the exact amount of 
gratitude due firom this institution to the officers who 
have been entrusted with its management during the 
past year, I have simply glanced at the Treasurer's 
report. Now I believe that the charge wfiich I am 
about to make against the Chancellor of your Exche- 
quer is a somevmat unusual one ; for in connection 
with all the budgets which Chancellors of the Exche- 
quer fix>m time to time have been in the habit of 
bringing before parliament and before the country, I 
never yet heard them blamed for having « surplus. 
(Laughter.) But the question assumes a very different 
aspect when we see so larffe a surplus in connection 
with an institution of this character. Although I am 
entrusted with this motion, I trust it will not be 
considered that I am exceeding the bounds of 
propriety when, as an old member of a Mechanics' 
Institution, and an old officer connected with a very 
large one, I venture to express an humble opinion 
that there is something not quite right in the adminis- 
tration of your affi&irs here; because this report 
presupposes that £125 in the banker's hands is of 
more wue than that amount of literary works on the 
shelves of your library. (Hear, hear.) I heard mth 
some regret that this institution is not more thoroughly 
supported by the mechanics of this district. I regret 
this in common with you ; but I am &r from drawing 
from it any very melancholy forebodings or fears as to 
the great value of these institutions, or their great 
influence over society. I do not believe that such an 
institution as this can shed its light even over a very 
circumscribed number of inhabitants, without refleotr 
ing on the happiness and welfiire of those from whose 
name it took its appellation— -namely, the mechanics. 
I think the last few years have shown the great value 
which these institutions are to the country ; and as 
no inconsiderable employer of labour I can bear my 
unqualified testimony that the men who are most 
reasonable, most easily dealt with, and with whom 
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one preftn to treat, are precisely that daae of men 
who haTe taken the most advantage of each institu- 
tions as the present. (Applause.) If one dared to 
introduce into a meeting like this, so entirely pacihc 
in its character^ any allasion to thoee great events 
which are stimng up the whole of Europe at the 
present moment, I would venture to say, that it is 
an intimate knowledge of the glorious and sacred 
cause that those men are fighting for which enables 
them to wield the sabre in those distant lands with 
such brillian(7 and success. I do not think it is 
mere brute courage which sustains them in that 
dreadful conflict. (Applause.) The germs of know- 
ledge which have been sown in their minds enable 
them to appreciate and act upon the glorious principles 
Ibr which they are fiffhtiug. (Applause.) With 
these few remarks, quidifying them, as I have ven- 
tured to do, in reference to your Cnancellor of the 
Exchequer, who I think ouffht not to be entrusted 
with so lar^ a sum in hand (laughter), I beg to move 
the resolution of thanks of Uie members to the officers 
and committee for Uie past year. (Cheers.) 

The Town Gusbk («f. Q. Kbuxik, Bsq.) seconded 
the vote of thanks, while concurring in tne modicum 
of blame with which it was accompanied by the 
Msyor of Newcastle. 

Qlee, " Queen of the Yalley.'* 

Mr. Jaxis Olbphait acknowledged the compliment 
pud to the Officers and Committee, and explained 
that the members were indebted for the ^£125 to the mu- 
nificence of the Lord of the Manor, Cuthbert Ellison, 
Esq., and the gift had been deposited the bank to 
meet any emergency which might arise. There was 
last year a prospect that it mi^ht be appHed in aid of 
an enlargement of the buildmg. That project had 
been set aside by the late Committee ; the members 
of the institution had now approved the decision ; and 
it remained for the Oomnuitee of the ensuiiu; year 
to profit by the admonition of the Mayor of New- 
castle. 
Simg (Mr. HemyX "Eatty, Darling." 

Mr. William Hbdlet moved a vote of thanks to 
the retirinir Treaaurer and Secretaiy, Mr. 0. Garbutt 
and Mr. Joseph Garr, for their long and valuable 
services, and reviewed the rise and proffrees of the in- 
stitution, fix>m the time when the late Mr. Swinburne 
was Treasurer, and Messrs. Kell and Brady were 
Secretaries. The successor of Mr. Swinburne was 
Mr. Qarbutt. to whom the members were mainly in- 
debted for tne erection of the building which thev 
now occupied, and which was unincumbered with 
debt. 

Mr. Ohablbs Binurar, m seconding the motion, 
delivered an eloquent speech ; and the vote of tiianks 
was carried by acclamation. 

Mr. Gabbutt and Mr. Oabb responded to the com- 
pliment bestowed upon them. 

Trio, ** Tom on. Old Time." 

Mr. S. S. BiOBSON moved a vote of thanks to the 
ladies who had so kindly fiivoured the meeting with 
their presence, and pardcuJarly the ladies who had 
presided at the tea-tablea. 

Mr. Thomas PsiRaui having seconded the motion ; 
it was carried by acclamation. 

Mr. F. P. lovir, being loudly called upon, returned 
thanks for the ladies, and took occasion to remark 
that the Gateshead Mechanics' Institute ought to foel 
proud of always being the first public body to receive 
a visit from the Mayors of the two boroughs, and to 



hear their maiden speeches. (Laughter and applause.) 
Ml*. lonn moved a vote of thanks to their Worships 
for their kind attendance. 

Seconded by Mr. Carb, and carried by acclamation. 

Sonff (Vx. Robert Ferry), '* The Death of Nelfloa.** 

The Mavob or Gatbshbai) returned thanks in a 
few well-chosen words, and was loudly applauded. 

The Matob of Kbwoabtlb also returned thanks, 
and said that the borough which he had the honour 
to repi'esent in that assemb^ was always ready to 
reciprocate the kindly feeUns^ of her neighbour, 
Gateshead. Although a broad river rolled between 
them, and they were presided over by two distinct 
Chief Magistrates, they were one in feeling and in in- 
tent ; and he thought that Gateshead must confess 
the sisterly feeling manifosted towards her by New- 
castle on a late lamentable occasion. (Loud and pro- 
tracted applause.) His Woi'ship, responding in 
kindred vein to some remarks ntade by Mr. Clephan 
during the evening, on his fillip to the Committee, 
said that if his admonition should be the means of 
setting the members into debt, he would be very 
happy to assist in helping them out of it. (Applause.) 

&lee, ** See oar oars with feathered spray." 

Mr. J. W. SwiNBUBRB moved a vote of thanks to 
the musicians, and to Mr. Shield for the loan of his 
pianoforte, attributing much of the success of these 
annual festivals to the kindness of the musical friends 
of the institution. 

In the temporary absence of Mr. Peter Haggle (who 
was to have seconded the motion), it was seconded by 
Mr. Garcutt ; and Mr. H. F. Hemy responded. 

Song (Ml-. Hemy), " ICaidsof Men*y England." (Encored.) 

Mr. Gabbutt now moved a vote of thanks to the 
President ; which was seconded by Mr. Jaxbs Bbowv, 
and carried by acclamation. 

Mr. HuTT gia^^fuUy repb'ed, and, exoressing a hope 
that he might be allowed to speak oi his services m 
behalf of such institutions elsewhere, alluded to the 
bUl which, in connection with the Society of Arts, he 
liad the good fortune to carry in the last session. 
Having stated its beneficial character, he went on to 
add : — ^The law has, however, I may say, one defect ; 
but that was not of my introduction. Certain busy 
gentlemen in Manchester, who were very anxious to 
DC doing somethin^f — ^not, I am sure, intending to do 
wrong, out not knowing how to dorieht — compelled 
an alteration in the bill hjy which Mechanics' Institu- 
tions, and aU other sodeties embraced within the pur- 
view of the bill, became amenable, under certam 
circumstances, to the executive government of the 
country. I object to any such provision. Not that I 
wish to create---(for I certainly do not share it)— any 
vulgar prejudice against the Government of the 
country— that it would indulge in any sinister design 
aftainst such institutions. I believe the general inten- 
tions cf the Government of this country, in the days 
in which we have the happiness to live, are good inten- 
tions. (Applause.) But I may be permitted to 
remark, that I think it is a wise principle, for reasons 
which I will not presume to explain now, that all local 
institutions established by the people should be 
managed by the people irrespectively of the Crown. 
(Applause.) With this exception, however, I believe 
the law mil be found a good law, if 1 may presume 
thus to speak of anything which I had a share in 
brining about. I have had the great gratification of 
receiving from a number of literary and scientific 
societies in this country expressions of their a^proba* 



Digitized by 



Google 



1S9 



bation — and. indeed, their thankB to me, for the 
humble part I took in procuring that enaetment. — 
Mr. Hatt proceeded to rei&r to me distribntion of par- 
liamentary papers amongst literaiy institutions --a 
eulnect brought before parliament by the late Mr. 
Tatnelly from a oouFiction that the free dissemination 
of accurate political knowledge was a matter nearly 
connected with their highest interests— and which sub- 
ject, in his last illness, the honourable member 
entreated him (Mr. Hutt) not to lose sight o^ but to 
take up the question, and cany it fiinrwiiml as well as 
he could. There were many difficulties in the way of 
success. It was expected, however, that one great 
step would be gained in the next sessicm of the 
present parliament — that the documents published 
by the House of Lords, long withheld from the general 
public, would be placed upon the same footing as those 
of the House of Oommons ; and that being done, a 
catalogue of ail the papers inrinted for the two houses 
of parliament would be prepared, with the prices 
affixed at which they might be purchased. These 
prices, he thou^t, might be revisea and reduced ; and 
if Mr. Tuineirs intentions should not be fully executed, 
something veiy similar would be achieyed ; in which 
case. Mechanics' Institutes would have ready access 
to vast and valuable sources of information, and any 
particular paper which might be wanted could be 
easily selected and cheaply andconyeniently obtained. 
(Ap{4ause.) 

Sonff (Mr. W. Ferry), '^ Heaving the Lead." 

The national anthem was sung; Mr. P. Haggle 
called for '' three cheers for Mr. Hutt ;*' the Mayor 
of Qateshead called for ** three cheers for the ladies ;" 
and the company separated with congratulations on 
the pleasures of the evening. 

The voting papers, which had been received at in- 
tervals, were subsequently cast up, and gave the 
following elections as the result : — 

Pr€tideiU.—Vr, Hutt, H.P. 

Vioe-PretidcnU, — The Mayor, Hon. A. Uddell, and 
Messrs. James dephan, 0. Garbutt, George Hawks, William 
Kell, R. S. Newall, and Ralph Walters. 

iSSeeretarier. ^Messrs. James Guthrie and Charles Bumey. 

2Veam«n0r.— Mr. Joeeph Olephan. 

CommUtee, —Messrs. John Blagbam, W. Brason, George 
Bell, Joeeph Oarr, Frederiok Olark, A. Clifford, C. D. 
Qarbutt, Peter Haggle, ^Tilliam Hedley, E. A. Hedley, 
Thomas Latimer, W. H. D. Longstaife, Joeeph Maoghan, 
Joeeph Reynolds, 8. 8. Bobson, J. W. Swinbome, 0. F. 
Sprmgmann, and R. H. WUson. 



ST. MARY'S CHURCH. 

Ov Wednesdav, Nov. 15, a public meeting of the 
inhabitants of Gateshead, convened by the Church- 
wardens, Messrs. F. P. lonn, Geoige Greene, and 
Jonathan Bobson, was held in the TownhaU, '* for 
the purpose of considering the state of the parish 
churah, as damaged by ue late explosion, and of 
determining the question of repairing the present 
edifice, or ot rebuilding it in a more eligible and 
central situation." There was a large and influential 
attendance, comprising the MaTor (R. W. Hodgson, 
Esq.), Rector (Rev. Dr. Davies), and several o? the 
Borough Magistrates, Aldermen, and Councillors. 

The Mayor, on the motion' of the Rector, was 
called upon to preside : and Mr. J. W. Swirbubvb 
read the notice oonvenmg the meeting. 

The Matob then said he would be glad to hear any 



gentleman who wished to speak on the subject before 
the meeting. 

JoHK Barras, Esq., J.P., rose to move the first 
resolution — on which, he said, there could be no 
difference ot opinion, whatever might be the various 
views of the meeting on the question whether the 
old church should be repaired or a new one built. He 
would move : — " That this meeting desires to express 
its deep interest in the present condition of the parish 
diurch as damaged by the late explosion, and its 
desire to concur in such measures as may be deemed 
most conducive to the great object which the church . 
was originally designed to promote." (Applause.) 

The Rector seconded the resolution, and said : — 
I have been requested by the Churchwardens to bring 
the state of the church somewhat more fuUj* before 
the meeting, and lay before yon some documents 
which have a special bearing on the question for the 
decision of which we are now assembled. 'Before I 
enter on this duty, allow me to eiroress the sfltisfiMtion 
I feel at the cordial manner in which you hv^e testi- 
fied your approval of this resolution, uideed,^ never 
doubted that the people of this parish, in cpmmon 
with the people of England in general, cherish a deep 
and samd regard f6r the Church as a national Institu- 
tion, whatever differences of opinion there n^iay be 
with respest to subordinate details and matters of 
administration. Above all are they attached to its 
paiodual system as the most essential and imnprtant 
part of it. But if I had any previous doubt^n the 
subject, the universal sympathy and interest which 
have been maniiested towards it in this parish, in 
connection with the recent fearful catastroj^he, would 
have efiectually removed anv such notion. This 
feeling of attachment is not, I believe, confined to the 
direct members of the Church. It is shared, and 
deeply shared, by persons of other denominations. 
Indeed, I am ii^ined to tlunk that many persons 
were not aware how much they loved the Church 
untU th^ saw its chief edifice in this parish reduced 
to its present state of dilapidation. In the course of 
the last month or six weeks, I have conversed with 
many persons on the sulject, and I have not met with 
a single individual^ to the best of my recollection, who 
did not express lumself as willing to lend a helping 
hand in repairing or rebuilding the parish church. 
Much as I rqoice to see the present Mayor oceupying 
his present position as chairman of tins meeting, I 
have much pleasure in stating that his worthy prede- 
cessor in office was equally prepared to occupy it. 
Some persons are apt to think that the Churchwardens 
. have been somewhat tardy in adopting some measure 
for repairing the sad calamity which has befidlen our 
old diurdi. But I think thev acted wisely in giving 
the public a little respite, and, the parish a little time 
for consideration and reflection. When we awoke, aa 
it were, from the stunning efifect of the foarfbl catas- 
trophe which, in the order of God's p^widence; befol us, 
the first thingto be dons was obviously to attend to the 
wants and simerings of those who were instantaneously 
rendered homeless, houseleBBt and destitute ; and it is 
not a little gratifymg to reflect that the inhabitants of 
this parish, as well as our neighbours on the other 
side of the river and the public generally, rose to the 
exigency and emergency of the case with a prompti- 
tu£ and alacrity which did honour to human nature. 
It was a memorable day in the annals of this parish, 
when a handful of men, who on that occaaion met in 
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this room, none of them possessed of overwhelming 
wealth, and many of them persons of very moderate 
means* before they left their seats put down their 
names for nearly eleven hundred pounds for the relief 
of the sufferers. (Applause.) When the pressing and 
immediate wants oi the people had been thus nobly 
met. and the best arrangements for the conduct of the 
public service, which the circumstances permitted, had 
been made, the eyes of all were directed towards the 
chuTOh: and the question which issued from all lips 
was, What was to be done? The first thing which 
the Churchwardens, as officially in charge of the fiGibric 
of the church, had to do, was to ascertain the amount 
of the damage it had received ; and at my suggestion 
ih^ called in the aid of Mr. Bobson, in whose charac- 
ter and competence all must have entire confidence. 
With his usual ability and promotitude, within a few 
days Mr. Dobson delivered to them the statement I 
now hold in my hand. In a case of this kind, where 
80 many views and feelings are concerned, there would 
of necessity be some difference of opinion^ and the only 
plan which the Churchwardens could safely and 
properly adopt, was to call a public meeting of the 
parishioners, in order to determine the question of 
repairing the parish church or rebuilding it in a more 
central and eligible situation. To adopt the formula 
of a celebrated statesman, which for the sake of illus- 
tration it may be well to use, there are now three 
ooorses before us :— to stop where we are, to go back 
and patch up the old church, or to so on and build a 
new edifice. The first is manifestly impossible. The 
second — ^that of repairing the old church— is that 
which next demands our attention. In &vour of 
this, there are obviously many curcumstances and 
considerations. There is the fact of its being the old 
church. In the mind of the antiquarian this is a &ct 
f uU of interest ; and although the fabric in its present 
state is not quite perfect in the eye of such a one, still 
it is highly interesting and picturesoue. To the older 
residents tiiere are the associations of early childhood ; 
and even to those who are now removed from the 
parish, there are either, within its walls or in imme- 
diate connection with it, the memorials of their an- 
cestors and the sepulchres of their fathers. These are 
considerations which no wise man would altogether 
disregard, and no man of right feeling would despise. 
But these are sentiments rather than reasons— utter- 
ances of the heart rather than of the head ; and it is, 
I presume, the latter that ought to bear sway in a 
practical matter of this kind. With a view of de- 
ciding on the expediency of repairing the old church, 
it will be proper to consider its locahty as regards the 
present population. For many hundred years it oc- 
cupied undoubtedly a suitable and central position. 
But the alterations already made and further contem- 
pUted in its vicinity^ have, in some measure, altered, 
and will hereafter still more alter, the case. Then we 
are to look at the actual character and condition of 
the building. It is almost incurably damp and 
deepfv impEegnated with rot. As such, it is of ques- 
tionable salohzity. Nor ought the question of expense 
to be overlooked. Already, in the course of sixteen 
or eighteen yean, between two and three thousand 
pounds have been expended upon it ; and adding the 
sum now required as estimated by Mr. Dobson, 
amounting to more than twelve hundred pounds, it 
will have absorbed in the course of twenty-five years 
fully as much to it would take to build a handsome 



and commodious new church. These appear to me 
to be leading considerations as attaching themselves 
to the important question now to be decided. Next 
comes the third alternative— that of erecting a new 
church in what most persons consider a more eligible 
situation. Now, that such a measure would be 
desirable, apart from all sentimental feelings and 
financial consideiationB, there is, I believe, scarcely 
any person who is not prepared to acknowledge. 
Although there are compentively few present this 
morning to raise their voices in fiivour of such a 
measure, I have little doubt that if it were put to 
universal sufl&age, there would be six to one prepared 
to support it. But, this fiict being considered as 
assumed, the question of means immedtatelv rises to 
the view. Let us then look this question rally and 
&irly in the face. The people of Gateshead, I be- 
lieve, are not accustomed to be terrified by trifles, 
when they have an important object in view. If they 
are not deterred by an outlay of nearly forty thousand 
pounds for the promotion of improvements in the im- 
mediate vicinity of the church, to be raised exclusively 
among themselves, there is surely nothing very 
formidable in a tenth of that sum, and probably not 
half of it to be drawn from their own resources. In 
connection with this view of the question, I am re- 
minded of an exclamation of a celebrated statesman. 
When an Opposition member, in reference to the ex- 
penses of the war, put what he considered the crushing 
and unanswerable question, *' Where are we to get 
the means to carrv out such a war f Lord Chathsm, 
with a sarcastic glance, turned round and exclaimed — 

" Gentle shepherd, tell me where r 
Although the ** shepherd" is not prepared, on this 
occasion, exactly to tell where the means for building 
a new church are to be obtained, he will just proceed 
to state a few facts. The expense of a new church, as 
estimated in a letter of Mr. Dobson's, which I hold in 
my hand, recommending this measure, is, in round 
numbers, £5,000. To meet this demand, the Bishop 
of Durha^, with his usual munificence, has offered, 
in case the church is rebuilt^ (which his lordship 
declaies, in the letter I hold m mv hand, he would 
greatlv prefer,) the noble sum of /(SOO, or half that 
sum if the plan of repairing the old church is adopted, 
(Applause.) Mr. Ellison, immediateljr after the 
calamity, without any solicitation, promised £100 to 
the fund to be raised in behalf of the church. (Ap- 
plause.) The Duke of Cleveland, though he declares, 
m a letter I received two days ago from His Grace, 
that he has no connection by property or otherwise 
with Qateshead, yet, under the circumstances, gene- 
rously subscribes £100 to the restoration of the church. 
(Applause.) Our benevolent and respected ne^hbour, 
Lord Bavensworth, without pledging himself to any 
particuliur sum, promises to give my application " the 
most fiivourable consideration.*' i^other gentleman, 
whom I know, will give £100 in case a new church is 
built. Judging firom what was received in aid of the 
erection of StTCuthbert's church, we may calculate 
at lesflt on £600 from the different societies and public 
bodies. Thus, there is at once secured not less than 
£1,000, before the resident inhabitants have been 
called upon for a single forthmg. If the pariah itsdf 
raises a similar sum of £1,000, 1 think, from the fieel- 
ing that has been expressed to me by cltfgyman ot 
the neighbourhood and others, that for the remaning 
£1^000 we may safely castounelTes on the sympathy 
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of the public in g«neta). If the plan of the new 
chnrch should be adopted, it ie a ouestion which has 
hwa oflenput, What is to be oone with the old 
dinrch ? Without at this moment entering into any 
detailed view of the question, I think there is no doubt 
that the old tower would at least be left for the grati- 
fication of our friends of the Antiquarian Society — 
who, in all probabilily, woidd put a clock in it for the 
boiefit of the publici These are matters, however, 
for future consideration, and need not now be 
discussed. I have now, in compliance with the re- 
quest of the Churchwardens, enaeavoured, as briefly 
as I could, to bring the whole question before you — 
not as a rash and inconsiderate partisan of either 
scheme, but with the single desire of doing what is 
most conclusive to the real and permanent g(X>d of this 
parish. It is, in fact, not a pereonal, but a public, a 
parochial question — a question, not of the feelings and 
interests of to-day, but of the children and grand- 
children of many of those whom I am now addressing. 
To myself, individually, I may be permitted to say, 
that it is a matter of little importance, except as it 
may involve me in a greater or less amount or tempo- 
nxy anideties and labour, which plan is adopted. If 
I simply consulted my own ease and present interest. 
I should certainly recommend the repair of the ola 
church ; and a very moderate sum laid out upon it 
will, in all probability, render it fit to outlive my con- 
nection with it. But as a Christian and a Christian 
minister, I feel bound to consult the permanent 
spiritual interests of a purish with which we are 
connected, and with wmch many of our best feel- 
ings are identified. During the fourteen yean that 
I have been officially connected with it, I have been 
permitted, in the good providence of God, to take an 
originating part in several schemes for its benefit, 
boui ecclesiastical and educational ; and I feel veiy 
thankful in being enabled to say that not one of those 
plans failed in its accomplishment, nor, I trust, alto- 
gether of its object. The erection of a new parish 
church, however, is a different thing, and, if under- 
taken at all, must be undertaken, and in some con- 
siderable measure aoeomplished, by the parish itself. 
t am willing to acknowledge that I should rejoice in 
seeing such an object achieved. Under the influence 
of this feeling, I am disposed to exclaim, in the well- 
Imown and slightly adapted language of an ancient 
poet— 

Bxtremtnn hunc, Oateslda, mihi concede laborem. 
And if this work, undertaken, as I trust it may be with 
a single eye to the glory of God and the highest in- 
terests of the people of this parish — if this work is 
cairied into execution, I shall be ready to say, in the 
language of the same poet — 

DlMedam. explebo niuneram reddarque tenebris, 
Both of which lines, for the benefit of those not ini- 
tiated into the mysteries of the ancient tongue, I will 
interpret :— ''This last task bein^ achieved, my work 
as a church and school builder in this parish^-^and 
another of these last erections will. I hope, withm a 
fow weeks be begun) — will, in all likelihood, have 
been performed, and I shall be glad to retire into the 
shade." (Applause.) 

The following letter to the Rector from Mr. Dobson 
was read to the meeting :»- 

Newcastle, November 15, 1854. 
OEMTLmsH,— Agreeably with your request, I have, since 
drawing np my report of the expense of restoring St. Mary's 
chureb, considered the propriety of spending so large a sun 



as £1,255 upon a building whidi of late yeats has beell 
costly in keeping in repair, aifd wtalch, it Is admitted, has 
for some time been inadequate to the xeqniremeuts of the 
population of the borougtr. How as your population Is 
rapidly on the increase, more ehurch aocommodatien mnsi 
befbre long be provided i and as I understand a site ean a* 
present be obtained, more eligibly situated, I have no heel- 
fatlon in recommending your having a new edifice, pro- 
Tiding you think the sum of about £3,500, in addition tO 
£1,255 required for repairs, could be conveniently raised, 
making a total sum of about £5,000. With this amount^ 
and the advantage of having the old materials, a neat and 
commodious church could be erected, capable of accommo- 
dating about 1,400 hearers. 

Should you determine upon having s new church. I would 
strongly recommend your retaining the chancel of the old 
church as an additional school room, which, with the 
vestry, &c., would enable you to classify the children ; and 
no doubt additional school room in this locality is much 
Inquired. 

1 have the honour to remain. Gentlemen, 

Tour obedient Servant, 

Ifo Messrs lonn, Greene, and Robson, Jomi DoBSOli. 
Ohorchwardens. 

The motion was put and carried ; and no one rising 
to move another, the Matob was reouested to reaa 
a resolntion which had been framed prior to the 
meeting, that any gentleman present, who thought 
proper, might move its adoption, viz. :— *• That the 
Churchwardens are to be commended for appealing to 
the inhabitants to decide the questicm whether the 
present church shall be repaired, or a new church 
erected ; and, taking into consideration the altered 
circumstances of the town, which have rendered a 
once appropriate site, now peculiarly inanpropriate, 
and that the cost of repairing the ruined fobrio wovld 
bear a large proportion to the cost of erecting a new 
one, this meeting is of opinion that the present oppor^ 
tunity should be embraced of rebuilding the penah 
church in a more suitable locality." 

The resolution was not moved. 

Mr. J. A. Htmsbs said, his qrmpathiee were with 
the old church, invested as it was with many old 
associations ; and he should be sorry to see it removed. 
There would be no diflkulty in raising the necessary 
funds to restore the ancient edifice. With a state- 
ment before them of what it would cost to repair the 
church, and what the chancel, they would know what 
to do. There were already five or six hundred pounds 
subscribed. ,, , „ , , . 

The Racfoa said, they could hardly c^culate 

r'tively upon that amount, so far as they had sone, 
repairs. The Bishop would give ^£300 if the 
church was merely restored— jg230 for the church and 
jeco for the chancel. He could say nothing positively 
as to the rest. i. xi_ x 

Mr. Utmers said he was quite aware how the mat* 
ter stood. There would be no difficulty in raising the 
requisite funds, and he should like to know the parti' 
cutars of the estimate for the restoration. 

Mr. DoBBOR, being called upon by the Mayor, stated 
that he had completcJy inspected the structure, and 
estimated the cost of repairs to be :— 

C3ianoel(inclading stained windows) ...£168 8 1 

Nave and aisles 328 13 6 

Tower (indttdlng cIocIk) 56 1 

Vestry .». 28 16 4 

Beadle's house 36 S 8 

School 62 7 7 

Exterior » 77 2 

k total of M61 7 a 
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This was his estimate for restoring the edifice to the 
state in which it was prior to the explosion. He had 
also estimated the cost of restorinf? it to its primitive 
condition. At the time of the explosion, the wuidows 
bad wooden mullionsand common sashes. To restore 
the windows, chancel, &c., as they oriflfinally existed, 
and to provide an air-vent, &c., to banish and prevent 
the dry rot, would cost in addition :— 

Windows £182 4 8 

Chancel 104 15 7 

Air-vent, new flooring, ftc 217 10 3 

£504 10 6 
The toftal cost would thus be £1,255 17s. 8d. The 
structure was not all of the same antiquity. The 
chancel was older than the church, and dated back as 
far as the year 1220. Its windows had originally been 
very beautiful. The body of the edifice was of the 
curious transition era between the Early English and 
the Decorated. 

Mr. J. A. Htmebs moved : — " That nearly £500 
having been already subscribed for the purpose of re- 
storing the old church, additional sunscriptions be 
entered into immediately for so desirable an object." 
From what they had seen stated in the local news- 

Eapers, and what had been reported to the meeting 
y the worthy Aector, there could not be the slightest 
doubt that the £500 already subscribed would soon be 
increased to the necessary amount. 

The Rector, after some explanatory remarks, said 
he had no doubt at all that the money could be readily 
raised for re^rs :— the real question was, which was 
the most desirable course to adopt. 

Mr. Htm BUS thought it exceedingly desirable that 
the old establishment should be kept up, and would 
therefore adhere to his motion. 

Mr. John Gbebitb seconded the motion, which was 
in entire accordance with his own sentiments. He 
was bound by old associations and attachments to the 
parish church of St. Mary. Whether they were of 
the head or of the heart, he could not say : but they 
existed, and he was not disposed to set aside the old 
church for a new one. Mr. Greene referred to the 
new churches which had been called into existence 
in Gateshead within the last quarter of a century — ^to 
the non-existence of a church in the populous eastern 
district of the borough — and to other circumstances, 
opposed, in his opinion, to the removal of the parish- 
church to the western side of the parish. Whilst, 
however, he seconded the motion of Mr. Hymers, he 
hoped he would so extend it as to comprise the re- 
storations included in Mr. Dobson's supplementary 
estimate. 

Mr. Htmebs having made the suggested addition 
to his motion, it was carried nem. con, 

Mr. F. P. loNR then moved : — '' That the thanks 
of the parishioners are due to the Lord Bishop of this 
diocese, the Duke of Cleveland, Lord Ravensworth, 
Onthbert Ellison, Esq., and other gentlemen, for their 
prompt and characteristic offer liberally to assist them 
cither in repairing or rebuilding the church as might 
be thought most advisable ; and that the Rector be 
requested to convey to them this expression of their 

atitode, and a copy of the resolutions of this meet- 

onded by Mr. Gbobqb GBBBirBy and carried by 
Bcclamation. 

Gbobqb Hawks, Esq., J.P., moved a vote of thanks 
to the Mayor, and the proceedings termlncted. 



The Pbbb Tempobal and the Pbeb Spibitual. 
The Duke of Cleveland, when the plight of our parisii 
church was made known to him, wrote the following 
handsome reply :— 

Raby Castle, November 12. 1854. 
Dbab Sir, — I was favoured with your letter, in which you 
state that the parish church at Gateshead was reduced to a 
mln by the late explosion. I was aware of the dreadltal 
explosion, and the awful calamity caused thereby; but I 
was not aware of the great damage done to the parish 
church. I have no connection, as you are aware, public or 
private, with the town of Gateshead ; nor have I any pro- 
perty whatever either in the town or neighbourhood. I 
shall be happy, however, under the circumstances, to give 
you a donation of ^100 towards the restoration of the 
ehurch. 

I am. Sir, your obedient, humble Servant. 
Rev. Dr. Davies. Cletbland. 

The Bishop of Durham also made a liberal response 
to the appeal which the calamity conveyed to him as 
lord of the diocese. His lordship wrote : — 

I need hardly say that I greatly prefer rebuilding the 
church to repairing it. But, whether the one plan or the 
other be adopted, I shall hope that in neither case would 
the rebuilding or repairing the ohaneel fall upon yourself. 
It Is very reasonable that the Rector should fhrnish repairs 
when rendered necessary by a lapse of time ; but it appears 
to me that it would be very hard to expect a chancel to be 
rebuilt, or even repaired, under the necessity incurred by 
such an unexpected and extensive calamity. I purpose, 
therefore to give £600 towards rebuilding and remoiring the 
church: —%,e., £500 for the church and £100 for the 
chancel. 

Gateshead Bispehbabt BuiLDTEa Fund. — Mr. 
Kimpster continues gradually to increase the Build- 
ing Fund of our best charity, and has this week 
received the following subscriptions : — 

If e«rs. J. ft H. Harrison's Workmen .£1 8 

Mr. Bdward Bruee's Workmen 16 6 

Mr. Forster Walker's Workmen 1 

Addison Potter, Esq., Newcastle 2 2 

K. G. Lambert, Esq., Newcastle 2 2 

Mr. Edward Bruce 1 1 

Mr. Thomas Newton 1 1 

Mr. Thomas Buleralg 1 

The Late Explosioe. — The Newcastle inquest on 
the bodies of the sufferers by the calamity on the 6th 
of October was brought to a close on Monday, the 
13th of November, when the Jury agreed to the fol- 
lowing verdict :— ** We find that the deceased, Mary 
Eeras and others, died from the effects of an explo- 
sion which took pUce on Friday morning, October 
6th, in Bertram's warehouse, situate in Hillgate, 
Ghiteshead ; that the explosion resulted from a fire 
which originated in Wilson's worsted manufiu^ry ; 
but we have no direct evidence as to the immediate 
cause of the explosion, or of the origin of the fire." 
— — ♦ ■ - I .1 

GATESHEAD FELL BALL. 
FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE FUBUG ROOMS. 
rilHE ANNUAL BALL will be held at the Public 
JL Rooms, Gateshead Low Fell, on THURSDAT, 
the 4th Januaiy. 1855. Music at half-past 8 o'clock. 
Tickets may be had of the Stewards and Secre- 
taries :— Ladies', 58. : Gentlemen's, Qs. 6d. BcdOresh- 
ments included. 

STEWARDS. 
Thb Matob of QATESHEAn. I BoBEiiT Bavis, Bsq. 
Obobgb Hawks, Esq. Edmund Obaham, Jun., Esa* 

M. 8. DoDDs, Esq. | Daniel Bobson, Jun., Esq. 

FREDERICK WELFORD, ) „_ aZT 
GEORGE GREENE, Jub. ] ^^ °^- 
Leader and Conductor of the Orchestral Mr. Mat^ 
thbw LiBDiuk^Nov. 30, 1854. 
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THE GATESHEAD TOWN COUNCIL. 
fE. W. Hodgson, Mayor, 
AUWRMBN. tA8pdin» William Hymevs, J. A. 
Haggle, David fBrinton, George loiw, F. P. 
tHawkts Georse fOook, WillUnn fPattersoii, G. 
Tii«4en, John tOrawshay, George fProckter, B. J. 

f PearBOQi C. J. fOray^ Alex. Geo. Sketton, John 
tBobsoa, Joseph Haicgie. Peter fWellbrdi T. 
fSmitb, Jamea fHewitt, Jamee Wllaon, Jamea 
oouNCiLLQBS Hiuiter, Oeoxgo fWoolstoaiu Jotm 

f AllhuBen, Chris. ^ Those marked (f) were present* 

TowNHAUi, Wepnssday, Noybxber 92.— Xhe Coun- 
cil m€it by adjoummeot at 2 o*clook thia afternoea. 

The minutes having been, read, Met. Aid. Hawks 
sujcgested the additioa of Mr. Cmwshay to the Hill- 
gsate Committee, it being his wish to be of servioe in 
connection with the proposed imnroveBieiits. — Moved 
by Mr« A. G. Gaax, seconded oy Mr. Aid. Smra, 
and adopted. 

Mr. A. G. Gkat. drew attention to the scheme of 
*'Tyne Coal Dues Bedemptiont" adveittsed in the 
K>cai papers, and which» on the premie day,, he had 
brought under the comsidfiratioa of' the Tyne Improve* 
ment Commissioners, (as^ elsewhere reported). The 
subject, he said, was one of vital importance to Gates- 
head, and to the trade of the whole district. The 
proposed plan purported to be one of " redemption," 
bnt was, in &ct, simply one of transf^. Mir. Gray 
stated to the Council now the coal-due at present 
stood— the Corpomtion of Newcastle receiving 5'8ths 
of it, and the Kiver Commissiooers 3-8tha; and re- 
ported what had passed on the sub^t aft the meeting 
of the Commissioners. The Parliamentaiy Committee 
should take up the question, with a view to the pro- 
tection of the interesta of Qateshsad. 

After a brief conversation, it was vaderstood that 
the Bugs:e8tiQn would be attended to in due time. 

The Town CiiSbh read replies from the Town Clerk 
of Tynemouth (Mr.. Lietch^ and the Deputy Clerik: of 
the Peace for the county of Durham (Mr. Tiplady), 
intimating that, there were no charges against Gates- 
head for the services of the Tynemouth police and the 
Davham count^^-constables in connection with the late 
fire and exolosion. The Mayor ohs^red, that the 
hearty thanks of the Council were due to the Tyne- 
mouth and Durham-county authenties ; and, on the 
motion of Mr. Aid. KoBSOir, seconded by Mr. Bbin- 
TON, it was resolved that those thanks be conveyed to 
them by the Town Clerk through Mr. Lletch and Mr* 
Tiplady. 

The Town Clbrk stated that, at the request of the 
Mayor, he had written to the proper quarter,, explain- 
ing why it was that Gateshead had not, yet, taken any 
steps in furtherance of the Patriotic Fund, and had 
received the following reply from Capt. Fi^beume: — 
Westminster, November 21, 1854. 

Sia,— I have the honour to acknowledge the reesipt of 
your letter of yesterday's date, notifiying to me that the 
Mayor of Gateshead had determined, in conseqnenoe of the 
recent calamity, to defer calling upon the benevoleot pnhUc 
to assist in the creation of the Patriotic Fund, 

I beg to say, on behalf of myself and oolleagise, that we 
entirely coaeur in the wisdom of the course adopted. 
I'have the honour to be. Sir, 

Tour obedient Servant, 
B. Gabdnia FiSBBoiiBKS, H<m. Secretary. 

G. J. Kenmir, Esq. 

The Matob said, he would be happy to have the 
advice of the Council as to the time of holding a public 
meeting to set on foot a subscription. 

The result of a conversation waa^the fiiung of Tues- 



day, the 19th of December, as the day on which the 
meeting sheuld be held. The Maiob expressed a 
hope that gentlemen would show their patrioftism and 
humanity by attending the meeting, and contributing 
Kberally to the Patriotio Fund.. Mr. Cbawshay sup- 
ported the Mayor's appeal, and said he trusted that 
measures would be taken to make the subscription 
more general than in the case of the late explosion. 

The Town Clbbk read a memorial, signed^ he said, 
by about 150 persona, calling attention to a nuisanoe 
created b^ a. deposit of refuse at the Saltmeadows from 
the washmg machine of Messrs^ Aspdin, Ord, & Co., 
on a public footpaf^, and to the wheeling of clay along 
the path, so that it was ankle-deep in mud. The 
memorial also made allusion to Mr. Aspdin's position 
as a member of the Council. 

Mr. A. G. Gbay said, he might be allowed to 
remark, as to the Saltmeadows^ thai it was not snffi- 
cientiy understood that this property wob held by the 
Corporation of Newcastie under lease from the Bishop 
of Durham. The Corporation granted what were 
called improving leases — leases for 76 years, under 
which the sub-lessees were bound to erect substantial 
buildings on the ground — a eovemint which was 
broken, to the detriment of the public interests. 

Mr. AsPDiN said, he bad never before heard a 
whisper of complaint about the alleged' nnisanoe. 
There was no offensive refuse frcoi tiie worics, and no 
ground for the complaint* 

Mr. Aid. Hawks also said he had never before heard 
anv complaint. As for a road, there was none— 4;herB 
only ought to be. Some improvement; was rnnch 
needed. 

Other gentlemen having spoken aato the neeemity 
of improvement, and the difficulty of efieetinc it, the 
road Deing simply an occupation one, some farther 
remarks were made about the leasee, and Mr. Hawks 
inquired who were the holders of the 75 years* leases— 
the firm of which he was a partner held no aiieh lease. 

The memorial waa referred to the Public Health 
Committee. 

The Matob. presented a report from tiie Watch 
Committee, recommending that, for services in con- 
nection with the late fire and explosion, there should 
be awarded the following remuneration : — To Mr. 
Schorey, the Gateshead superintendent, £5 5s. ; and 
to each police-constable £1, each sub-inspeetor 27s., 
and each inspector 37s. To Mr. Buglass, the South 
Shields superintendent, X4. To the members of the 
neighbouring forces who had rendered assistance : — 
Constables, 48. 6d. per day ; inspectors and sergeants, 
6a. ; superintendents, 10s. To the Whittle Dean 
turncock, 20s. Clothing, dec., to be made good, and 
expenses reimbursed. 

The proposed remuneration, it appeared, was gene- 
rally considered, out of Gateshead, to be handsome ; 
and on the motion of Mr. Aid. Smith, seconded by 
Mr. Hewitt, the report was confirmed. 

The Town Clbbk read a report from the Baths and 
Laundries Committee, stating thatithe Surveyor had 
been instructed to have the damage done to the 
building by the late explosion repaired ; that the 
money borrowed for the erection ot the building was 
exhausted ; and that ;fi900 should be taken from the 
Borough Fund to meet the current expenses for the 
completion ot the building. 

In reply to Mr. Cook, the Maxob expressed his 
belief that the liability fell upon the contractor to 
repair the damage sustained by the explosion, and 
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the Committee had no intention that he shonldlbe 
absolved. 

In further reply to Mr. Gook, it was stated that, 
including: the sum of £300 named in the report, 
about £600 would be required for the completion of 
the building. 

Mr. OooKremarked, that the £3,600 borrowed money 
was gone, and £600 more would make £4,100. 
There would also be extras to oome. Thus, a build- 
ing which was to have been completed for £3,000, 
would cost between £4,000 and £5,000. 

A conversation ensued, in which the Mayor, Mr, 
Hewitt, Mr. BBiirTOif, Mr. O&awshay, and Mr. 
Cook took part. It was explained, on the part of the 
Baths and Laundries Committee, that there had been 
no excess of expenditure. After the provisional esti- 
mate of £3,000 was made, and before contracts were 
entered into, there was considerable rise in the price of 
labour and materials. There was also, besides the 
cost of the building, £500 for the site. It was not, 
therefore, because of anv unlooked-for expenditure 
that assistance was required from the Borough Fund, 
but simply for the reason that too small a sum was 
borrowed. 

Mr. Cook expiessed a hope that the money taken 
from the Borough Fund would not be lost sight of in 
the accounts, but would appear as ijart of the cost of 
the Baths and Laundries, so that it might be seen 
and known whether the establishment was self-sup- 
porting or the Contrary. 

Mr. Cbawshat concurred with Mr. Cook, and it 
was understood that the accounts would give the 
suggested information. 

Mr. Hawks moved the adoption of the report. 
Seconded by Mr. Allhusen, ana carried. 

Mr. Aid. Hawks presented a report from the Im- 
provement Committee, containing tne following state- 
ments and recommendations : — 

1. Messrs. Hew Singers & Go. were willhig to sell 
their property In Uillgate, required for the new qnay 
and ioaproYements :>-the price to be left to the decision 
of two disinterested parties -^ one appointed by the 
Ck)rporation and one by Messrs. Singers; and, if 
necessary, an umpire to be called in by the arbitrators. 
The Committee recommended the acceptance of the 
offer. 

2. Messrs. John Barras, George Bell, William Hop- 
per, and Henry Dunn, offered to sell their property in 
Hillgate and Churchwalk, at prices to be fixed by arbi- 
tration. Acceptance of offers recommended. 

3. Mr. Thomas Richardson offered to sell his pro- 
perty for £500. less £56 received from the insurance 
company, which he was willing to pay over to the 
Corporation, if they would take the premises forthwith, 
and pay him 5 per cent, per annum. Recommended 
that the offer be accepted, if a subcommittee should 
report the property to be worth the money. Also, that 
the Committee be authorized to purchase the property 
of Mr. Charles Jess in Churchwalk. 

4. Mr. Joseph Woolston's property to be taken sub- 
ject to certain conditions stated in the report. 

5. The Committee had had an interview with two 
banking firms, who were each willing to advance 
£5,000, at market interest, for two years, on the per- 
sonal security of a few members of the Corporation. 
Recommended, that members who were willing to incur 
the responsibility be empowered to enter into the 
required security, and be mdemnifled by bond from 
loss The money so obtained to be employed in the 
purchase of freehold property, the deeds of which mi^t 
be kept by the members who gave security ; and the 
first payment obtained on the credit of the undertakhiig 



ttom the Government, or any other sooroe. to be 
applied in liquidation Of the loans from the bankers. 

The reoort having been received, its clauses were 
oonsiderea seriatim, Mr. Cook ealogized the spirit 
in which Messrs. Singers had met tne Committee ; 
and Mr. Alderman Pbabson, being asked as to Mr. 
Richardson's property, said the price, he thought, was 
reasonable. In reply to Mr. Pkocktbb, it was stated 
that this and other property, when purchased, would 
be pulled down : — ^tne Corporation could not, without 
setting a bad examnle, put any of it into repair, and 
become the landloras oi tenement houses. In con- 
sequence ot remarks made by Mr. C&awshat, it was 
resolved that it be thrown open to any gentleman to 
give security to the bankers for loans. Mr. Qbat 
objected to the proposed arrangement. He thought 
the property purchased should not be in private hands. 
The money should be raised by debenture. It could 
be raised without pledging the presonal security of any 
gentleman. — After much more conversation, the report 
was adopted ; and Messrs. Cook, Pearson, Brinton, and 
Woolston were appointed to be the subcommittee to 
view the property of Mr. Richardson, and decide upon 
his offer. 

Mr. Robert Wallace, whom Mr. Allhusbn pro- 
nounced to be unequalled as a valuer, was appointed 
to be the arbitrator of the Corporation. 

The Town Clerk stated tnat he had that day 
received letters in relation to the *"*" 



from Mr. Davidson and others, 
before the Improvement Committee. 

Other business was transacted, and the meetmg was 
adjourned to Wednesday, the 13th of December. 

The subcommittee repaired to Hillgate immediately 
after the meeting, ana viewed the property. The 
proposed purchases will enable the Corporation to 
make a clear breach irom Churchwalk to tne Tyne. 
^ - - 

Gateshead Dispensakt. — ^The Buildmg Committee 
met on Thursday, Nov. 23, (John Greene, Esq., in 
the chair). It appeared that Mr. John Eimpster and 
Mr. Alderman Smith had collected, in the aggregate, 
subscriptions amounting to £805 17s. 4d., nearly the 
whole of which had been paid over to the Treasurer. 
It is desirable, for the interests of the charity, that 
subscriptions not yet paid should be handed in at 
once, as the accounts must be made up ere long, pre- 
paratory to a presentation of a report to the governors 
and friends of the institution. Smce the date of our 
last number, the following new subscriptions have 
been received * 

Mr. Philip Smitii's Workmen £0 15 

Workmen in the Observer Office 12 

Mr. F. Sanderson's Workmen 5 6 

Railway Station Staff, Gateshead 9 6 

Mr H. Atkin, York 1 1 

Messrs. John Oarr ft Ck> 110 

Gateshead Mechanics' Institute. — At the first 
meeting of the new committee, held on Wednestkbv 
evening, Nov. 22, and numerously attended, (J. W. 
Swinburne, Esq., in the chair,) fifteen members were 
admitted into tne society. The following books were 
ordered: — Volume 2 of Warren's Ten Thousand a- 
Tear; the Ferns of Great Britain, parts 1 to 4; 
Burke's Works, vol. i. : Chambers's Sanitary Economy ; 
(How to furnish a nouse and make it a house); 
Knight's Half Hours of English History ; and Dr. 
Andrew Combe's Preservation of Health. It was fixed 
to hold the meeting of the committee on the last 
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^TbTirs&y in each month. The foHotring sub^oom- 
mittees were elected :— Lecture Committee :— Measrs. 
James Olephan, W. H. LongstaHe, E. A. Hedley, 0. D. 
Garbntt, and J. A. Latimer. House and Hewspaper 
Conmiittee :— Messrs. William Hedley, R. H. Wilson, 
John Blaghnm, S. S. Bobson, and A. Clifford. 
Ordered, dat, mr the convenience of rtoders, a stand 
be procnred for the newsroom on which to place a oopy 
of the limes newspaper. It was unanimously resolved 
that a subcommittee be appointed to consider the 
expediency of expending the sum of money now in 
the bank in the purchase of standard works or 
otherwise for the benefit of the members; also to 
ininiire into a proposal to make use of the hall of the 
bcmding for the purposes of a library, and to convert 
the present library into a newsroom. The following 
members to form such committee : — Messrs. William 
EelL C. Garbutt, James Clephan, J. W. Swinburne, 
W. Hedley, Joseph Carr, and S. S. Bobson ; together 
with the Treasurer and Secretaries ; and to report at 
a future meeting. Other business was transacted. 
- ■ ■■ ♦ 

GATESHEAD POOR-LAW UNION. 

Thb Guardians met on Tuesday, the 28th Nov., 
when there were present : — The Chaimian and Vice- 
Chairman, and Messrs. Anderson, Brinton, Cook, 
Greene, Inakepeace, and Smith. 

The Clebk read the minutes, and reported that the 
following monies were due from parishes and places in 
the union : 



Gateshead.. 
Heworth .. 
Grawcrook 



..£760 

.. 110 

27 10 



Stella £ 30 

Whiekham 309 lO 

WinUton 65 



(Heworth, we believe, paid up her arrears on the 
morning of the meeting.>— The Treasurer had in hand 
jS1,334 Is. 2d. ; the cheques to be issued amounted to 
j^70 : surplus, £964 Is. 2d. The Clerk stated that 
he had received a letter from Messrs. Kell & Apedaile, 
on the port of Mr. B. Counsellor, accepting the sum of 
£100 as payment in full ; and he had included this 
item among the cheques now before the meeting. 
He had also received a letter from Mr. Brewis, as soli- 
citor for Mr. F. S. Brown, requiring payment of £11 
for services rendered during the epidemic of 1853 ; and 
likewise one from Mr. B. Davis, inviting a reconsi- 
deration of his case. 

The two letters having been read, Mr. Brintoit 
moved, as to Mr. Brown's, that if Mr, Brewis should 
proceed in the county court, as was intimated, the 
case of the Board be defended. Seconded by Mr. 
Cook, and agreed to. 

Mr. Aid. BoBSON moved, as to Mr. Davis's letter, 
that £40, the amount awarded by the Board, be ten- 
dered to that gentleman, as payment in full. After 
some discussion, Mr. John Gkbene seconded the mo- 
tion, and it was carried. 

The returns laid upon the table showed that, at the 
commencement of the preceding fortnight there were 
169 paupers in the workhouse, and at its close 185. 
In outdoor relief there had been administered £157 
168. 8d. in the first week, and £136 98. lOd. in the 
second week. The recipients were in number : — 
First Week. Second. 

Ablebodied adults 684 679 

Not ablcbodied 517 606 

Children under 16 1074 1069 

Total 2276 2264 

Some other business having been transacted, the 
Board proceeded to the relief of the poor. 



GATESHEAD UNION. 
CONTRACTS FOR PROVISIONS, &c. 

THE Board of €hiardians of this Union hereby give 
Notice, that at their Meeting to be held m the 
Union Workhouse, Gateshead, on Tuesday, the 12th 
of December, 1654, they will receive TENDERS for 
supplying the Union with PROVISIONS, to be de- 
livered at the Gateshead Union Workhouse, for Three 
Months, commencing on the 26th insfe. 

PROVISIONS. 
Bread, made of the best Salt, per cwt. 



Seconds Floor, in LoaTes 
or Buns, as may be re- 
quired, at per 41b. 

Bread, made of good Maslin 
Flour, sweet and sound, in 
Loaves and Buns, at per 
41b. 

Bhst Fine Flour, per Sack of 
20at. 

Best Scotch Oatmeal, per do. 

^lit Peas and Pot Barley, 
per cwt 

Raw Sugar, per cwt. 



Oandlea (Dips), per doz. lb. 

Good Oongou Tea, per lb. 

Boasted Coffee, per ditto. 

Black Peper, per ditto. 

Treacle, per stone. 

Botcher Meat: — To consist 
of Rounds and FUnks, of 
best Ox and Heifer Beef, 
Houghs ftill cot, and SloalB 
without the ^iank> and 
best Wether Mutton, in 
Legs and Loins, per stone. 
The weekly demand about 
18 stones. 



Soap, per ditto. 
Soda, per ditto. 

Tenders addressed to the Oierk, at the Gateshead 
Union Workhouse, will be received until One o'clock 
on Tuesday, the 12th inst. 

Printed Forms of Tenders for Provisions may be 
had on application at the Office, West-street, and none 
other win be received. 

The Bread and Groceries to be tendered by samples. 

Each Party whose Tender may be accepted, must 
be prepared (if required) to give Security for the ful- 
filment of the Contract. 

By Order of the Board of Guardians, 
J. W, SWINBURNE, (Herk to the Union. 

€ktteshead Union Office, December 1, 1854. 



QUEEN'S HEAD HOTEL, GATESHEAD. 

On Wednesday, Nov. 29, the largest and most influ- 
ential oompanv that ever sat down to table in any 
room in Gateshead, was witnessed in the hall of the 
*' Queen's Head Hotel/' in High-street, recently re- 
built by Mr. John Davidson, and now oocupied hy 
Miss MuRAAT, formerly of the Half Moon inn. 

Since it was rebuilt, the Queen's Head, aspiring to 
the dignity df an '* hotel." has ceased to be a mere 
*' inn." Even an inn, however, (much more an 
hotel,) was unknown in Gateshead in former times. 
Our forefathers had only alehouses. In Whitehead's 
directory of 1782, there is but one '* innkeeper" 
enrolled in the whole borough — namely, Mr. Dun- 

SBtt, of the George. All other hosts were but '* pub- 
cans." Still, the Half Moon must have been a 
house of more consequence than the Geoi^ ; for it, 
and it alone, is named by Mr. Whitehead as a house- 
of-call for earners. Its landlord was then Mr. Birch, 
the ex' comedian, who, having espoused Miss Sissons, 
the daughter of his predecessor, was enabled to iorsake 
the Stage for the Bar. 

So comparatively insignificant were the Gateshead 
publicans m those days, that soldiers were not Ulleted 
on them ; and when, in 1787, one John Allen, of the 
Pint (or King's) Dx^oon Guards, was quartered on 
Cornelius Dimpsey, of the Fox and Lamb, '* publican 
and joiner," at the head of Pipewellgate, he (in com- 
mon, we believe, with several others^) denied his 
Uabilityi and, resistiDg, was oonvioted by the justices 
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(Messrs. Ellison, Pearethy and Thorp), and suffered 
dLstraint. The conviction, being carried into the 
Court of Queen's Bench, was quashed in 1788. 

The whole of the ^' people in trade, &c., in Gates- 
head," in Mr. Whitehead's time, did not number 150, 
(which is little more than the present number of 
licensed yictuallers in the borough). It is also 
remarkable, as an indication of the narrow limits of 
the town in the closing quarter of the last century, 
that the directory contains the names of so veiy few 
streets— not more than half-a-dozen altogether. There 
is a current joke, that when Gateshead " Bigh-street" 
was once named in the hearing of the '* oldest inhabi- 
tant" of Newcastle, he expressed surprise, remarking 
that he had never known we had a " High-street." 
There is certainly no such street named by Mr. White- 
head. The whole of his references to localities are 
given in the following table, with the number of 
persons carrying on "trade, &c." in each one of 
them respectively, viz. : — 

Battle-bank (which then indaded all the main 
street from Half Moon-lane to the bridge) ... H3 

Pipewellgate 25 

Hlllgate 10 

Oakwellgate 5 

South Shore « 

Near Fellon Hole, South Shore 1 

EastEndofRopewalk 1 

High Church-chair 2 

Low Charch-chair 3 

Near Church-irate 1 

South End of l^ne Bridge 3 

Above the Royal Oak (In Battle-bank) 1 

Above the Duke of Cumberland (ditto) 1 

Above the Tolbooth (which stood in the middle 

of the street, below Oakwellgate-chair) 8 

Below the Tolbooth 8 

Near the Tolbooth 4 

Above the Old Chapel (Trinity) 1 

Below the Old Chapel 1 

Near the Old Chapel i 

Gateshead, Head of i 

Total % un 

37 of the 146, or one-fourth of the whole " persons 
carrying: on trade in (j^teshead," were publicans. 

The Rev. R. Thorp, the rector, and John Bowman, 
the parish-clerk, lived in Oakwellgate. One of the 
curates, Mr. Ferier, lived " near the church gate ;" 
and the other, Mr. James Falcon, who was also 
schoolmaster, dwelt in "Hilgate." There was but 
one "medical professor" in the parish (James Ologan) ; 
and he lived in Pipewellgate. In the whole directory, 
there were but four and twenty persons who resided 
above the Half Moon-lane. *' Battle-bank" was the 
residence, it will be observed, of nearly one-half of 
the trading community; and of this moiety we 
detect but one — "John Green, merchant"— whose 
name survives to our own day. The Mr. John Green 
of 1782 was grandfather of the present gentleman of 
that name, and originally commenced business in 
Pipewellgate. The Queen's Head, which has led back 
our thoughts to the eighteenth century, was occupied 
in 1782 by Mr. Robert Smith. The Black Bull— 
(now, also, one of our principal inns) — was not at 
that time in existence. In 1785, however, we have 
" The Butcher and BuU ;" the " Butcher" disappears 
in 1790, and his old comrade is a " Red Bull ;" 
subsequently, we know not when, the " Red BuU" 
and the "Royal Oak" suflered some revolution, 
giving birth to the present " Black Bull." 
On the rebuilding of the Queen's Head, the friends 



of the enterprising landlady, Miss Murray, resolvecl 
to give her a 

WELCOME DINNER. 

The entertainment was to have come off in the long 
room (the largest room in Gateshead), on the 18th of 
October ; but after that arrangement was made, the 
fearful explosion occurred, destroying a vast amount 
of property and many valuable lives, Mr. Davidson's 
steam mill perishing in the wreck, and one of his 
sons, a young gentleman of much promise, being one 
of the number who fell victims in the calamity. The 
intention as to the dinner was therefore set aside for a 
time ; and it was not until Wednesday, the 29\h of 
November, that it was carried into effect. 

The readiness with which tickets were taken, after 
they were placed on sale at 208, each, gave early as- 
sui-ance that no common gathering would be the 
result ; and when the evening came, 150 gentlemen 
sat down to table. 

George Hawks, Esq., J. P., filled the chair. On 
his right sat the Borough Member, William Hutt, 
Esq., of Qibside ; the Ohau-man of the River Com- 
missioners, Joseph Cowen, Esq., of Blaydon Bum; 
William Anderson, Esq., of the firm of Monkhouse & 
Anderson ; 'Lieut. Hawks, of tlie South Durham 
Militia ; Capts. Reed and Adamson, of the Northum- 
berland Militia ; H. W. Fenwick, Esq., &c. On the 
left of the chair, the Mayor of Newcastle, Isaac Low- 
thian Bell, Esq., of Washington; John Barras, Esq., 
J. P., of Famacres; Aldermen Lister and Smith; 
G. J. Kenmir. Esq., Town Clerk; Councillor Asp- 
din ; Thomas Hewett, Esq., &c. 

Mr. Aid. RoBsoN and Fraisois Bennett, Esq., oc- 
cupied the vice-chairs. Mr. Robson was supi>orted by 
Messrs. R. Fletcher, Daniel Robson, J. W. Swinburne, 
Ralph Wylam, John Angus, and John Sowerby ; and 
Mr. Bennett by Messrs. John Potts, WiUlam Wylam, 
John Forster, T. A. Cook, T. C. Angus, and John 
Walker. Tliere were alsoiresent— the Chairman of 
the Gateshead Poor Law Union (Mr. C. Garbutt, of 
Dunston Lodge); Alderman Pearson, of Bensham 
Tower; and Councillors Hewitt, lonn, and Brinton. 
The company, indeed, was such as, in numbers and 
influence, has seldom been surpassed on the Tyne — 
and never, certainly, on the occasion of a " Welcome 
Dinner." The Mayor of Gateshead (R. W. Hodgson, 
Esq., of North Dene,) was only prevented from being 
present by his unavoidable detention in London on 
important business. 

After the removal of the cloth, the royal toasts 
were drunk with loyal fervour; the toast of the "Army 
and Navy" was received with significant and pro- 
tracted cheering ; and the toast of the evening, " The 
health of Miss Murray, with success and prosperity to 
the Queen's Head Hotel," was drunk with three times 
three and several cheers more. 



Industrial Supper at the Queen's Head 
Hotel.— On Nov. 30th, upwards of 130 of the oflBcers 
and men employed in the manu&ctories and other 
establishments of Gateshead, sat down to supper in 
the long room of the Queen's Head, according to 
annual custom, and spent a social and agreeable 
night. Toasts, songs, and speeches occupied the 
hours ; and with an order and moderation not sur- 
passed at the dinner of the previous evening, did this 
respectable company conduct their proceedings. The 
health of the hostess was drunk with loud cheers< 
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The loom wu dflooiated as <hi the ooeMiOB ef the 
Wdeome Dinner. 

Gk>voxBT AT THB QuBBs's Hbjj>. — Ffidftj eren* 
inRy December 1, Madame Nedden and Herr Oieiiethel 
iiiMgiirated the hall of the Queen's Hotel, GMesheidy 
M a concert room, by giving a Tocal entertainmettt 
fiur the benefit of the Burvmng snfferen by the late 
file and explosion, under the patvonaffe el 'the 
Wonhipfdl the Mayor (R. W. Hodgaon, Bs^.) 

Gavjsbhxai> Dibpbnbabt :— Bviu^iiia FirM9.-*Mr. 
John Kimnster has reeeived the foUown^ additieaa 
to the fiina ;— 

Workiiien of Joseph Prieel^Oo JC5 

Workmen at Gateshead Bsowesy ^ 1 15 

Mr. W. J. Hutchinson „. • 10 

AFHend 10 

6v. Maet'b Ghvboh, Qatbsrbai).— A meeting of 
the Rector, Ohorchwardens, and Foar-and>Tventy, 
WBB held on Hoy. 88th, in the National School, to 
receive a letter from the Bishop of Dorham, offermg 
to increase his subscription to £800, if a nevr ehusim 
were built The general feeKng was that the question 
of New or Okl Omirch could not be redpened, after the 
mnmimoosvoteof the public meeting; and theretore, 
OB the motion of the Mayor (R. W. Hodgson, &q.), 
who is favourable to the erection of a new church, 
eeoonded by Mr. Ralph Wyfam, it was resolved : — 
** The Rector having laid before the meeting a letter 
ni the Lord Bishop of Durham, liberally offering the 
flom ot £800 fi>r the purpose of a new church and 
cemetery in this parish, it is resolved, that the most 
cordial thanks of this meeting and of the whole parish 
he gmn to his lordship for his munificent proposaL 
ABf however, it was decided at a public meetin{[ of the 
parishioners that the present mbrio be repaired in 
pefereneo to the erection of a new church, the meet- 
ing r^^ts that, under existing circumstances, it doea 
net appear to be possible to take advantage of his lord- 
flhip's most handsome donation, nor of the liberal aidf 
oflfered by other gentliemen fbr the accomplishment of 
^e same object.'* It was stated by the Rector, 
during the meeting, that the Duke of Cleveland had 
consented to the application of his jSlOO to the repairs 
of the church. Mr. Harle had written to him to say 
that he could not contribute to the restoration of the 
old church, but would give £50 towards building; a 
new one. We are not without hope that the pansh 
will yet come round to our views. We believe, 
Indeed, despite the decision of the public meeting, 
that we have a large majority on our side. 

Gateshead Dispemsart. — On Dec 5th, at the 
monthly meeting of the committee, (Mr. Samuel 
Neville in the chair,) routine business was transacted ; 
«nd two life-governors were elected — viz., Messrs. 
G. H. and Alfi-ed A. Potts. The following subscrip- 
tions have been added to the building fund : — 

Mrs. Carr, Gateshead £1 

Gapt Weatberley, Newcastle 10 

Jasper Richardson, Esq., Newcastle... 1 1 
Newcastle and Qatesread Church Lease - 
BOLDBBs' AssociATioir. — A meeting was held on Wed- 
nesday, Dec. 6, in the Townhall, in this borough, (G. 
Hawks, Esq., in the chair,) when the accounts were 
presented by the Secretary, showing that the liabilities 
yet undischarged of the association amounted to £12S 
14fi. 7d. It appeared by the statement of Mr. Fairs, 
the collector, tnat many leaseholders in the district, 
incfaiding some large ones, had refused to pay, or had 
not paid, their aBseflonenta; andtheSecxetazy;6tfat^ 



uoa via es^ eoHcnmnioBi Rvm pnusv Mjyoila uM 
district had been £10 from the Barl of Dorham mi 
£IA ham the South SMelde Aseodatlott. The Wor- 
eetterlensMdenliadfvfonilBed toctoatffbttte, but ha^ 
net Fet dene ea. ItiM»fHohedttiafttiMdefieien<^<rf 
ftnds b« jRBblislMd, as wdl as thecaitte of its esistenodi 
IaUw hope that tfM»e who are terfolaiike for it may scttd 
send IB their e«BtitlmtfoM. It i*ae stated at the most^ 
ing that afBw eafraiuAteemeiLte, ft waatmdentoodL had 
been ai i ai iiu i r with tHe Smt and Cfcapter Of Darhaitt, 
but that that body did oot aMni do nady as the Sodfe^ 
w t -^ieal Ciwanriisliinett to iidlitate opmtiotttt tinder 



thsaet el hu* e s M isiB, the CoaiittMonen. with teapM 
to uroperty within the diocese of Carlisle, having sbowii 
a desire to expedite bu8tffeas ihr beyond what appli- 
cante to the ^Mar hody at Ihtrliau had experi- 
eaeed ; and that wlAlst the Durfaaai Chapter reqpfed 
the payaienief asuaatcooverthaeiEaensesof sorvegrs^ 
dK^ to bamade (rduninaryto aegodatiM, the Ec«M* 
siasticai OotnttiBBteaefB did aetask foiaelttgle ioMogd 
This conduct of tiie OemnrifirieaMftf ^ieiteil mtM 
oomHMDflhtieii from the BMstiag; and was eonsidsiM 
to be eonselatovy, too, kuMnudi as the epieeopial dai 
capitttlav fvopetty in thla dvoeese flMnt, la ther eMMi 
ofnolyer> maay years, fidlaaidetf the maiiagetiMiit of 
the more aetive ani asoeannodatfaiflr bwty. Thaalfii 
were then voted to this CSiainnML, mA tiM meeluif 
separated. 



■ in i m mmt 



BUaGLART IM aATESniADl 
Ov all sideaof u^ fbr some t^aae, there have h&M 
hsaglaries aad robberies^ whioh oar poliee atithw^ 
tiee (rightly or wronglv) hty at the door' of the 
'< tieketroMeave system.'^ 

On December 6,. in the ahsenoe of ttr. Johih! LMh 
renoe, of the Quayside, Ne^caeUe, diunowner aAd 
broker, (who was in Liverpool on bubmess,) Mrft 
Lawrence waa prooeedingr to fielth on a visit to heiP 
friendsj and drove from die fiimily residence in thA 
Crescent, €bte8headi to (he; CeatiM Railway Station. 
It was nearly 11 o^clock in the fbrenoon v^en siie 
left home ;. and her maid*eer>MAC, filifeabeth CoWaii. 
accompanied her in theeab, it herring been errangea 
that she should visit her Meads at SteUa during the 
absence of her mistress. The house was thus left un- 
inhabited. About half -past 10 at night, a dog in the 
Crescent was observed to bark and whinge, as if 
uneasy: and nearer midnight, Mr. Ralph Morton, 
whose house adjoins tiuit of Mr. Lawrence, was dis- 
turbed by the barking of a d^f, and rose and dressed 
himself, to make a search. He walked out and scm- 
tinized the houses, but saw nothing further to excite 
suspicion. He therefore again retired to bed. In the 
morning, it was found that the yard-door at Mr. 
Lawrence's, and also the back-door of the house, 
were open ; and information was given to the polioe. 
Some one, it then appeared, must have been a couple 
of hours in the house. It had been thoroughly ran- 
sacked. Sideboard, chiffonier, desks, &c., had been 
neatly and dexterously forced open with a knife. The 
burglar (or burglars) had carried about with him a 
small pan— using it, mverted, as a shade to his candle : 
and in the passage, near the door, lying by the side oi 
a silver cake basket, was a small axe, suggesting a 
determination on the part of the ruffian to resort to 
the last extromity, in case of need. He must hava 
been alarmed while engaged in his ne&rious businesB ; 
fbr he had left;. {y»g eheat««a-]ama4paatky of ailver 



Digitized by 



Google 



"^ 



168 



iteeirlikhlM IukI nmoved froni its Mvcnl plaoM of 

jfrL Lawienee, who was Inoiight home by s tsls- 
gn^^e message, misaed the fi^owmff pfoperbr ^— i£5 
m md and lOs. in silyer ; two new florins and a new 
liaif-«vowm; two silTer finiit kmres, with peail 
handles; two sQfer pickle forks, with peari handles, 
(tho bandies broken off. and left behhkd) ; a <* regard'^ 
ling ; an opal, diamond, and mby ring; a topaz ring; 
a eaiingonn brooch ; a cameo brooch ; tmqiunse ear- 
lingi; gold shirt stnds, &&, Ac. 

The house had been entend by a back-window, the 
btnglar having broken a pane, and then loosed the 



VIOIiENT DEATH IN GATESHEAD. 

Kan>AT. December 8, in the afternoon, an inqnest 
was held by J. G. Stoker, Eaq., at the Dead House in 
Hewcastle, on the body of Michael Rice, of Biddell- 
8tnet| Gateshead. The deceased, a msrried man with 
0B6 child, had famed one of a wedding party on 
Thnnday, (so we are infimned,) the bride being his 
sislsr ; and at midnight he lost his life, in manner 
indicated W the eridence of the following witnesses:— 

Geofge John Shanks. Oakwellgate. Gateshead, 
bakar, deposed that he had seen the body lying in 
an a4|ofaiing room, and knew it to be that of Michael 
Bio^ a lab^irer at the Fellinff Chemical Works. 

Richard Pickering, of the rhrer police, deposed that, 
aboat 90 minutes after 18 o'clock, he was on the 
teayude in Newcastle, near Sandgate, and heard 
sniieks, coming apparently from the other side of tho 
liver. There wore loud vmces, and he distinguished 
tisB words—** Go in I go in 1** He went over to 
Qateshosd, and got down to the river side. There 
were seveial persons there-^ policemen and others. 
He was told tfat a man was in the river. He got a 
boat and giaopling Itoob, and. with other river police- 
men, snooeeaed m finding the body. It was about 
three or ibnr yards from the water's ed0^ It wss 
neariy low water at the time, (ebb tide). There were 
some yards of bare beach between the river and the 
qnaywall of Gateshead. Some stairs led down to the 
meralittlaabovawhsnthabedywasfouid* Thevs 



was a severs wound on the head, from which Uoo^ 
was flooring. In the pockets of the deceased thenr 
were two h^ys, a hau-erown |iece, and a tobacco 
box ^— no watch. 

William Grav, a young man in the service of Mr* 
Atehiscm, ftridge-street, Gateshead, baker, deposed 
that he was at work at midnight, and heard a 



einginff in the ^rard bdon^ng to some tenement pso- 



pertv, by the side of the nver. „ ^_ 

led nom the street loathe yard. About a quarter of 
an hourafterwaids^he hearaianoiseonthe " gallery" stf 
if something had alien upon it. He looked out, bnfc 
saw no one, and made fest the door. In a short tim« 
he again heard a noise, and there was some one in th« 
water. He found several persons — policemen uid 
others— on the sands; and the body was got oat by 
the river-Dolice. One or two persons had previously 
waded in, out could not find the body. When the man 
in tiie yard was sinnng he appeared to be alone. Witr 
nesB believed that he tumbled o£f the gallery. 

Mr. Scott, of the Half Moon public house. Bridge* 
street, GatMhead, stated that the deeeaaed and fonr 
or five others left^is house on Thursday night, about. 
11 o'clock. He could not sav whether he had a watd^ 
upon him. Th^ were not drankjj>ut n<Msy. 

The inquest was a^ioumed to Thursday next, at % 
o'clock. 

The attention of the Gateshead police was first at- 
tracted to the spot by the cries or persons on l^me 
Bridge, who had become aware of the circumstance of 
a man heing in the water. Asbuming the occurrence 
to have been accidental, the deceased, after fidling upon 
the beadi, must have got up, and scrambled into the 
l^e. 

The yard in which the deceased was singing termi- 
nates at the quay wall, and is unfenced firom the river. 
The ^* gallery" is a sort of <* shelf," overhanging the 
river, and is aflbced to the waterude front of Mr. 
Atchison's premises. It serves a double purpose. It 
is the platform of a privy (if so private a name can bo 
appliea to so conspicuous a structure) ; and by stepping 
on to the platform firom the yard, access b gained t» 
the bakehouse. It is a nanow, rickety '* gallery^"* 
without ths slightest fonoe» and highly perilous. 
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